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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1776 


Two letters from General Schuyler, of the 3d, with sun- 
dry letters enclosed, were laid before Congress, and read :* 

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War, and 
that the letters heretofore received from General Wash- 
ington, General Schuyler, and all other general officers, 
with the papers enclosed, be lodged in the War Office. 

Resolved, That two months’ pay be advanced to Major 
Pierre Frangois de Bois, he to be accountable. 

A petition from Jean Baccarére and his partner, was 
presented to Congress, and read. . 
Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

Application being made in behalf of Captain Dirks, late 
from Surinam, to be taken into the service of the Conti- 
nent, as an engineer, 

Resolved, That he be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee appointed to prepare the form of a bond 
to be given by Charles Lee, for the 30,000 dollars advanced 
to him, brought in the same, which was agreed to. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee who went to the camp;? Whereupon, 

Resolved, That no regimental hospitals be, in future, 
allowed in the neighbourhood of the general hospital: 

That John Morgan, Esq‘ provide and superintend a hos- 
pital, at a proper distance from the camp, for the army 
posted on the east side of Hudson’s river. 

That William Shippen, [Jun.] Esq? provide and super- 
intend an hospital for the army, in the state of New Jersey: 

That each of the hospitals be supplied by the respective . 
directors with such a number of surgeons; apothecaries, 

1 These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 158, TI, 427, 483. 


*See note under October 3, p. 844, ante. 
857 
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surgeons’ mates, and other assistants, and also with such 
quantities of medicine, bedding, and other necessaries, as 
they shall judge expedient: 

That they make weekly returns to Congress and the 
commander in chief, of the officers and assistants of each 
denomination, and also the number of sick and deceased 
in their respective hospitals: 

That the regimental surgeons be directed to send to the. 
general hospitals such officers and soldiers of their respec- 
tive regiments, as, confined by wounds or other disorders, 
shall require nurses or constant attendance, and, from 
time to time, to apply to the quarter master general, or his 
deputy, for convenient waggons for this purpose; also, 
[that they apply to the directors in their respective 
departments, for medicines and other necessaries: |" 

That the wages of nurses be augmented to one dollar 
per week: 

That the commanding officer of each regiment be 
directed, once a week, to send a commission officer to 
visit the sick of his respective regiment in the general 
hospital, and report their state to him: 

That a commissary of cloathing be appointed for each 

_of the armies of the United States, whose duty shall be to 
make constant returns to the assemblies or conventions 
of the respective states, of the cloathing wanted for their 
several regiments, to receive and pay for .the same, to 
deliver it to the pay masters of the respective regiments, 
to be by them distributed to the non-commissioned offi- 
cers and soldiers, and deducted from their wages respec - 
tively, unless allowed as a a DOunLY ny. order of Congress: 


1 This sentence is in the writing of John Hancock, 
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That the commissary general be empowered to employ 
suitable persons to import such quantities of salt as he 
shall judge necessary, on account and risque of the United 
States.’ 

That for promoting health in the army, the commissary 
general be directed to cause the same to be well supplied 
with Indian meal and vegetables. 


That the commander in chief be empowered to appoint 
as many conductors for the commissary of. stores, and 
assistants to the commissary of cloathing, as he shall, 
from time to time, judge necessary, and report their 
names to Congress: . 

That there be a deputy commissary of stores for the 
army at New York, with the pay of thirty dollars per 
month. 


1This paragraph is in the writing of John Hancock. 
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Resoled, That y* Board of War be directed to send to y* Commis- 
sary of Stores at New York, 10 Tons Musket and Rifle powder, 20 
Tons Buck shot, a Quantity of Tin, as many brass Field peices, 6 and 
8 pounders, as they can procure, and that they employ y* overseer of 
y° Foundry in this place to cast eighteen brass Field peices, 6 pounders 
and eighteen three pounders, as soon as may be, and order Carriages 
to be compleated for y° same. 

Resolved, That Mr. Maize [Mease] be directed forthwith to send to 
y® Colo of Artillery at New York 1,000 Yds of fine white Flannel. 

Resolved, That y® Board of War be directed to prepare a plan 
for establishing a continental Laboratory and a military Academy, 
and providing y* same with proper Officers, also for establishing 
a suitable Number of Artillery Regiments anda Corps of Artificers 
for sd Regiments. 


Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report 
be postponed till to Morrow. 

Resolved, That the Board of War send 300 Ib. of gun 
powder to Colonel Mark Bird, to prove the cannon he has 
made for the United States. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1776 


Sundry petitions and memorials were laid before Con- 
gress, and read. 
~ One from Daniel Morgan, and one from Captain Smith, 
- Lieutenant Steel and Lieutenant Nichols, ||late returned 
from Canada.|| 
Resolved, That the said memorials be referred to the 
Board of Troasury, who are directed to liquidate and 
_ settle the accounts enclosed in the said memorials, and to 
pay or allow for such arms as were lost or taken by the 
enemy in the assault on Quebec. 
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A petition from Frederick Seegar desiring leave toresign 
his office as quarter master of the German batallion: 

Resolved, That leave be granted. 

A petition of John Melchior Neff, and one from Paul 
Fooks,! 

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

The Marine Committee having recommended Captain 
Abraham Whipple, of the ship Columbus, to the command 
of the Providence frigate, at Rhode Island, 

Resolved, That he be promoted accordingly. 

The Committee farther reported on the rank of the 
captains of the navy of the United States, which was 
agreed to as follows: 


Guns. . Guna, 

1. Jas. Nicholson, of the Virginia, 28 | 16. Hoysted Hacker, Hampden, 

2. John Manly, Hancock, 32 17. Isaiah Robinson, Andrew 

8. Hector M’Neil, Boston, 24 Doria, 14 
4. Dudley Saltonstall, Zrumbull, 28 | 18. John Paul Jones, Providence, 12 
5. Nicholas Biddle, Randolph, $2 | 19. James Josiah, : 
6. Thomas Thompson, Raleigh, 82 | 20. Elisha Hinman, Alfred, 28 
7. John Barry, Effingham, 28 | 21. Joseph Olney, Cabot, 16 
8. Thomas Reed, Washington, 32 | 22. James Robinson, Sachem, 10 
9. ThomasGrennell, Congress, 28 | 23. John Young,. Independ- 
10. Charles Alexander, Delaware, 24 ence, 10 
11, Lambert Wickes, Reprisal, 16 | 24. Elisha Warner, Fly, 
12. Abrabam Whipple, Providence, 28 Lieut. [John] Baldwin, : 
18. John Hopkins, Warren, 32 Wasp, . 8 
14. John Hodge, Montgomery, 24 Lisut. [Thomas] Al- 
15. William Hallock, Lexington, 16 bertson, Musquito, 4 


Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to 
settle the rank of the lieutenants of the navy. . 

Resolwed, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare the form of an oath to be taken by the officers of 
the army and navy: 

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. 
[Thomas] Stone, and Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine. 


1'The petition from Neff isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, Vil, 
folio 1. That of Fooks is in No. 42, III, folio 1. 
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The Board of War broughtin a report, which was taken 
into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolwed, That General Schuyler be directed to take 
such steps as are necessary, for procuring a sufficient 
number of as large vessels as the navigation of the lakes 
will admit of, for the service of the states the next cam- 
paign, that the command of the lakes may be effectually 
secured : 

That William Patton be appointed third lieutenant in 
Colonel Hand’s regiment, in the place of Lieutenant 
Clark, resigned : 

That the regimental pay masters in the army of these 
United States, have the rank of first lieutenants, and 
receive rations as captains: 

That General Washington be directed to negotiate with 
General Howe, an exchange of the officers returned from 
Canada, and that they have a preference to the officers 
taken on New York and Long Island: 

That General Washington be directed, if he shall judge 
it necessary, to sink the new ships mentioned in his letter 
of the 5th instant. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report 
be postponed. 

The committee to whom was referred the case of 
William Faulkner, brought in their report, which was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resowed, That William Faulkner, a prisoner confined 
at Reading, be permitted to return to his family in Tryon 
county, upon giving his parole. 

The committee appointed to devise a plan for providing 
carriages, brought in a report, which was taken into con- 
sideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the quarter masters in every depart- 
ment be ordered to avoid pressing horses and carriages, 
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as much as possible; and when it is necessary, that they 
be directed to go to the country houses for that purpose, 
and discharge, as soon as the service will possibly admit, 
such horses and carriages so impressed; and that no 
violence whatever be done to any persons, their horses 
or carriages, who go to the camp of their own accord, 
to sell provisions, or other necessaries of any kind. . 

An application from the council of safety of Pensyl- 
vania was laid before Congress, and read, desiring that a 
committee of Congress may be appointed to confer with 
a committee of their body, on the expediency of having 
troops stationed near the city of Philadelphia, for the 
defence of Pensylvania.' 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to confer 
with the committee of the council of safety. 

A petition of William Mackay was presented to Con- 
gress, and read, praying for liberty to return home: 

Resolved, That the prayer of his petition be granted. 

Resolved, That the following promotions and appoint- 
ments be made in the Virginia batallions, viz. 

William Crawford, colonel of the 7th; his commission 
to be dated the 14th of August: 

Josiah Parker, lieutenant colonel of the 5th; his com- 
mission to be dated the 13th August: 

Thomas Elliott, colonel of the 4th; his commission to 
be dated the 3d September. 

James Hendricks, lieutenant colonel of the 6; his com - 
mission to bear date 13 August: 

1 This application, dated October 8, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. . 
69, I, folio 233. The Committee was David Rittenhouse, John Bayard, and Owen 
Biddle. In notifying the Council Benjamin Rush wrote on the 11th: “The board 
of war will set this morning at 9 o’clock at the war office, at which time and place 
they expect the pleasure of meeting your committee. I beg leave to inform the 
Council that such information was given yesterday in Congress respecting the designs 


of our enemies against this city, as makes the delay of a single day, or even an hour 
dangerous.” Pennsylvania Archives, First Series, V, 38. — 
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John Markham, major of 2d; his commission to be 
dated the 13 August: 

John Seayres, major of the 4th; his commission to be 
dated the 13 August: 

George Johnston, major of the 5th; his commission to 
be dated the 13 August: 

Richard Parker, Jun’ major of the 6th; his commission 
to be dated the 13th of August: 

William Taliaferro, major of the 3d; his commission 
to be dated the 13th of August: 

John! Taylor, captain of the 1st; his commission to be 
dated the 29th of April: 

That commissions be granted to the following persons 
in the third Virginia Regiment. 

John Chilton, captain 

John Blackwell, first lieutenant 

Joseph Blackwell, 2d lieutenant 

John Ashby, captain 

William Neilson, Ist lieutenant|Their commission to 

Isham Keith, 2d do. bear date 18 March. 

Nathaniel Ashby, ensign 

Charles Read, an ensign, in the room of Robert Dade. 

Resolved, That commissions be made out to all the offi- 
cers of the regiments in the service of the United States, 
who have been appointed in the places of others resign - 
ing and promoted, and bear dates the days on which the 
resignations and promotions were respectively made. 

A memorial from George Measam was presented to 
Congress, and read: 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Resolved, That three members be added to the committee 
of cloathing, in the room of those who are absent: 


'In the original Journal this was entered Richard. 


Their commissions to 
bear date 29 April. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. 
[Thomas] Stone and Mr. [John] Penn. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board 
of War of the 19th of September; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Canada, captivated by 
the United States, and not taken in arms, be released and 
sent home, except St. Luke la Corne and Mons. Rouville, 
the elder, upon this condition, that they sign a parole that 
they will not take up arms against the United States, nor 
give intelligence to the enemies of these states: 

That a register be kept of their names. 

Resolved, That the Board of War order gun powder to 
be delivered for proving cannon for the United States, 
upon application to them for that purpose. 

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Joseph Donaldson, for supplies to recruits to Gen- 
eral Lee’s guard, and provisions to Captain Grier’s com- 
pany, and a guard with powder to Virginia, 20 60/90ths 
dollars : 

To William Faulkner, a prisoner, sent by General Schuy - 
ler to Reading, for his allowance from the 9th day of April 
to the 7th of October, inclusive, being 26 weeks, at two 
dollars per week, 52 dollars: 

To Captain Hazlewood, Captain Greenway and Mr. Bed- 
ford, a balance of 267 10/90ths dollars, their whole account 
of their charge for preparing six sail of fire ships at New 
York, and their expences going to, in, and coming from, 
New York to Philadelphia, being 392 10/90ths dollars; of 
which they have received from S. Moylan, Esq* quarter 
master general, the sum of 125 dollars; the remainder is 
267 10/90ths dollars. 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 
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Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for appointing 
the commissaries of cloathing and deputy commissary of 
stores. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1776 


Two letters from General Washington, of the 7th and 
8 October, with sundry papers enclosed, were laid before 
Congress, and read: Whereupon,’ 

Resolved, That the release of Mons. de Chambault, as 
proposed by General Washington, on the request of the 
Count D’Emery, governor general of the French part of 
St. Domingo, be agreed to: 

That the General’s letters, with the papers enclosed, be 
referred to the Board of War. 

ResolWwed, That General Washington be desired, if it be 
practicable, by every art, and whatever expence, to obstruct 
effectually the navigation of the North river, between Fort 
Washington and Mount Constitution, as well to prevent 
the regress of the enemies’ frigates lately gone up, as to 
hinder them from receiving succours. 

The Secret Committee informed Congress that a vessel 
was arrived at Rhode Island, with sundry articles imported 
by their order, for account of the United States. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to re- 
port in what manner the goods imported ought, in their 
opinion, to be disposed of. 

Resolved, That Mr. 8. Collins be requested to order the 
tents fit for use, which are found in the possession of 


} These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folios 131, 
139, They are printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), IV, 482, 485. 
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William Barrel, lately deceased, to be delivered to. Mr. 
Mease, for the army, and that the amount thereof be paid 
by Mr. Mease, on application of Mr. Collins, or other 
person properly authorized for that purpose. 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to 
deliver over to the direction of the Committee of Secret 
Correspondence two of the continental cruisers now ready 
for sea, to perform such voyages as they shall think nec- 
essary for the service of these states: 

That the Marine Committee give orders to the remain- 
der of the continental cruisers, now in the port of Phila- 
delphia, and ready for sea, to proceed on such voyages, 
or perform such immediate services, as the Secret Com- 
mittee shall direct, in writing, addressed to the com- 
manders thereof. 

Resowed, That three members be added to the Com- 
mittee of Secret Correspondence. 

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. 
[John] Witherspoon, and Mr. [William] Hooper. 

The Marine Committee to whom was referred the 
account of Captain Martindale, brought in their report, 
which was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That there be paid to Captain Sion Martin- 
dale the sum of £43 5 3 lawful money, equal to 144 18/90 
dollars, in full of expences and disbursements on the brig 
Washington, and other expences from Halifax to Casco 
Bay. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that Edward 
Snickers, of Virginia, produced an account of riffle guns 
and other articles, furnished for the use of Colonel Steven - 
son’s batallion, amounting to £347 4 0, Virginia cur- 
rency; of which Captain Abraham Sheppard is to account 
for £67 15, and the remainder, being £279 9, to be 
charged to the said batallion; that the said Snickers gives 
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credit for £64 16, money aforesaid, for so much received 
from Colonel Stevenson, the balance due to said Snickers 
being £282 8, equal to 941 30/90 dollars, ought to be paid 
to Thomas Rutherford: 

That William Brady, of Colonel Stevenson’s batallion, 
drew an order on Colonel Valentine Crawford, one of the 
executors of the late Colonel Stevenson, for the use of 
the said batallion, for the sum of 150 dollars, which order 
was paid by the said Crawford, and that he ought to be 
reimbursed the same, which is to be charged to the said 
Brady: ° 

That they have had under consideration the accounts 
of Captain Daniel Morgan, amounting, with his own and 
three lieutenants’ pay, the loss of riffles when he was 
taken at the storm of Quebec, expences of recruiting his 
company, repairing of guns which he is charged with, 
and ought to be allowed, in the whole, to 1,389 80/90 
dollars: 

That the said Morgan credits the several charges against 
him in the continental books, amounting to 1,614 84/90 
dollars; by which there appears to be a balance due to the 
public of 224 184/90 dollars: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid and credited, 
agreeable to the said report. 

A petition from William Jenkins being laid before Con- 
gress was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

ftesolved, That General Washington be empowered to 
appoint a deputy commissary of stores for the army near 
New York. 

The committee appointed to prepare the form of an 
oath, to be taken by the officers of the army and navy, 
brought in the same, which was read: 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 
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Resolved, That a member be added to the Marine Com- 
mittee, in the room of Mr. [Stephen] Hopkins, who is 
absent. 

The member chosen, Mr. [William] Ellery. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1776 


A letter of the 12 from General Lee; 

One from General Gates, of the 30 September; 

One from General Mercer, of the 10 October; and 

One from Joseph Trumbull of the 1, advising that he 
has drawn on the president in favour of Colonel Lowry, 
for 60,000 dollars ;* 

One from General Washington, of the 7, enclosing a 
letter from Dr. Morgan, were laid before Congress, and 
read. 

Resolved, That the letters from Generals Lee and Mer- 
cer be referred to the Board of War: 

That the letter from Dr. Morgan, enclosed in General 
Washington’s letter, be referred to the Medical Committee. 

A petition from Francis Mentges was presented to Con - 
gress, and read, and referred to the Board of War.’ 

The Board of War, to whom were referred General 
Washington’s letters, of the 7 and 8 instant, brought in 
their report, which was taken into consideration: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That General Washington be informed the 
Congress approve of his appointing Mons’ P. Penet his aid 

1 The letter of Gates is in No. 154, I, folio 105. That of Mercer is in No. 159, folio 
190. That of Trumbull is in No. 78, XXII, folio 145. 
2 This petition, dated Camp, at Head Quarters, September 29, is in the Papers of 


the Continental Congress, No. 78, XV, folio109. It hasan endorsement by E. Rutledge 
‘‘Improperly referred to the Board of War.” 
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de camp by brevet, and that a commission of aid de camp 
be accordingly transmitted to him: 

That the several states in which prisoners have been 
lodged, be desired to furnish Congress with an account of 
such expences as have been incurred by the said states, 
respectively, on account of the said prisoners: 

That all Prisoners captivated by the Army of the United States, 

whether Mechanics or not, be included in the exchange 
postpon’d to be made between General Washington and the 
Enemy. 


That the sum of 500,000 dollars be immediately sent 
to the pay master general, that he may be enabled to pay 
the bounty to such of the troops as shall re-inlist, to serve 
during the war.’ 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report 
be postponed. 

The committee appointed to hear and determine upon 
the appeal brought against the sentence passed on the 
libel, ||Joshua Wentworth|| vs. the ship Elizabeth, reported 
as follows: 


Joshua Wentworth Esq. for and in behalf as well of the United 
States of America, as of John Manly, Daniel Waters and John Ayres, 
commanders of the officers, marines and mariners, of the three armed 
vessels Hancock, Lee and Lynch, in the service of the said states, hay- 
ing exhibited a libel before Joshua Brackett, Esq. judge of the court 
maritime of the state of New Hampshire, against the brigantine liza- 
beth, commanded by Peter Ramsay, and her cargo, and Richard Hart, 
of Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, owner of the said brigantine, and 
William Jackson and others, of Boston, in the state of Massachusetts 
bay, owners of sundry goods and merchandise on board of her, having 
put in their several claims thereto, and the said judge of the court 
aforesaid, having, on the 21 day of August, in the year of our Lord 
1776, decreed and ordered the said brigantine, and so much of her 
cargo as was Claimed to be restored to the respective claimants, and 


_} This report, dated “Ata Board of War, October 12th, 1776,”’ and in the writing 
of Edward Rutledge, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I, folio 7. 
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that the claimants recover their legal costs of court, from which decree 
and sentence the said Joshua Wentworth appealed to Congress. 

The committee of Congress, to whom it was referred to hear and 
determine the said appeal, have diligently inspected the proceedings, 
and heard the parties by their counsel, and it appearing that on the 
1st day of October, in the year of our Lord 1775, General Gage, com- 
mander in chief of the British forces, then in Boston, in the state of 
Massachusetts bay, by his commission to Crean Brush, Esq. directed 
him to receive into his care, all such goods, chattels, and effects of the 
inhabitants of that town, some of whom had departed from it, as might 
be voluntarily delivered into his charge by the owners, or by other 
persons with whom they were left, giving his receipts for them and to 
deliver them to the owners, when he should be required; that, on the 
10th day of March then following, General Howe, who had succeeded 
General Gage in the command of the British forces, by bis commission 
to the said Crean Brush, reciting, that as he was informed there were 
large quantities of goods in Boston, which, if in the possession of the 
rebels (as he termed the Americans) might enable them to carry on 
war, and that he had given notice to all loyal inhabitants to remove 
such goods from thence, and that those who should not remove them, 
or deliver them to the care of the said Crean Brush, would be con- 
sidered as abettors of rebels, required him to take into his possession 
all such goods as answered that description, and give certificates to 
the owners that he had received them for their use, and would deliver 
them to the owners, unavoidable accidents excepted, and to seize any 
such goods, as, upon enquiry, should be found secreted, or left in 
stores, and to put them on board of the Minerva ship, or brigantine 
Elizabeth. That, thereupon, the said Crean Brush, assisted by other 
persons, took into his possession the goods of the claimants, amongst 
others, and put them into the said brigantine Hlizabeth, and other 
vessels in the harbour of Boston, without the knowledge of some of 
the owners, and without the consent of all the others, unless it be 
William Jackson and James Jackson, of whose consent, however, 
there are no other proofs, than that one of them went with his goods, 
and watched there on the wharf from whence they were shipped, and 
that the other was a passenger in the said brigantine H'izabeth, in her 
voyage towards Halifax. That the said Crean Brush, by certificates 
under his hand, acknowledged several parcels of the said goods to be 
in his custody, and engaged to preserve them safely, to make up exact 
invoices thereof, and, with the approbation of the commander in chief, 

20719—voL vi-—06-——2 
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to return them to the owners. That, on the 29th day of March after- 
wards the said Peter Ramsay, by orders from Admiral Shuldhan, of 
the British fleet, given about eight days before, went on board the 
said brigantine Zlzzabeth, into which some of the claimants’ goods had 
been shifted from the other vessels; and the same day, between the 
hours of three and four o’clock in the afternoon, sailed with her, 
under convoy of the British ship of war Niger, for Halifax, in Nova 
Scotia, and that, on the Tuesday following, the said John Manly, in 
the Hancock, coming up with the said brigantine Hiizabeth, which 
had, in the mean time, parted from her convoy, fired a broadside at 
her, which was returned by a volley of small arms; when the said 
Daniel Waters, in the Zee, and the said John Ayres, in the Zynch, 
joining the said John Manly, the said Peter Ramsay struck, it being 
about four or five of the clock in the afternoon, and the said brigantine 
was seized and carried into Piscataqua river in New Hampshire; 
whereupon, the committee, after mature deliberation, are of opinion, 
that the said brigantine Zi:zabeth is not comprehended in the descrip- 
tion of vessels, which, with their cargoes, by the resolutions of Con- 
gress of the 25th day of November last, may be forfeited, not being 
an armed or a transport vessel employed in the present war against 
the United States, nor carrying provisions, or other necessaries, to 
the British army or navy, within any of the United Colonies: and that 
the cases of re-captures, mentioned in the resolution of Congress of 
the 5th day of December last, adjusting the proportions of salvage, 
those cases only were intended, in which the vessels and their cargoes 
remaining in possession of the enemy, might, by the law of nations, 
be condemned as prize, which is conceived not to be the case of the 
said brigantine Hiizabeth and her cargo; but, that notwithstanding it 
was the duty of the re-captors to recover the said brigantine and her 
cargo, and that the owners, who otherwise might, and probably would, 
have lost their whole property, ought to make a reasonable satisfac- 
tion; and that, therefore, the said sentence is erroneous, and ought to 
be reversed and annulled: That the said brigantine Zizzabeth, and 
such parts of her cargo as were claimed in the said court maritime, be 
‘restored to the respective claimants, upon their paying, to the United 
States, and the re-captors, 1/12th part of the value thereof, to be 
determined by the appraisement of appraisers on oath, appointed by 
the judge of the said court: That the residue of the cargo be sold, and 
the proceeds, after deducting the like proportion and for the same 
uses, retained for the persons who shall hereafter prove their right to 
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the same; that William Burk, commander, and the marines and mari- 
ners of the Warren, an armed vessel in the service of the United 
States, who claimed a part of the said brigantine Ziizabeth and her 
cargo, as being joint captors, are not entitled toa share of the salvage, 
it not appearing that they were present, or in sight, at the time of the 
re-capture: And that the appellants recover against the claimants 
their costs as well in the said court maritime, as in the prosecution of 
their appeal here; and that the cause be sent back to the said court 
maritime, for that court to proceed in carrying this sentence into 
execution.’ 


Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

Resolved, That such part of the twelfth, adjudged in the 
foregoing report to be paid in lieu of salvage, as belongs to 
the United States, be released, and given up to the owners 
of the goods. 

The committee on the state of the prisoners, brought in 
a report, which was read: 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The Board of Treasury, in order for the more regular 
settlement of accounts, proposed sundry queries to Con: 
gress: Whereupon, 

ResoWwed, That no allowance be made to officers for any 
arms lost or taken from them by the enemy: 


1«Yesterday, the Committee appointed to hear the appeal from the Maritime Court 
in New Hampshire, concerning the Elizabeth, made their report, which was accepted. 
They have reversed the sentence of our court, and have ordered a salvage of one-tenth 
part to be paid by the claimants, as she did not come under the order of Congress of 
November and December last. Afterwards, the Congress, by a vote, gave up to the 
said claimants their share of the said tenth, so that mer will have but one-twentieth 
part to pay, beside the costs. 

‘The same Committee have had Mr. Sheafe’s petition under their consideration, but 
have made no report. By what I have conversed with them, I believe they will not 
think themselves authorized to do any thing in that affair, as there is no appeal from 
the court to the Congress, and the opposite party not present to be heard in the case, 
and nothing but the petition, without any thing more before them. They all say 
the case appears to be hard, but know not how to remedy it, without more proofs 
than they have at present, and without the opposite party being heard, and the case 
brought properly before them.’’ Josiah Bartlett to John Sada 15 October, 1776. . 
Force, American Archives, Fifth Series, IT, 1063. 
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That the allowance to officers of 1’/; dollars beunty¥ for 
enlisting soldiers be not extended or given on the reinlist- 
ment of the soldiers in camp.’ 

That no officer, holding two appointments in the conti- 
nental army, be paid for more than one, after notice was 
given to the commanders of the respective armies, of the 
resolution of Congress against officers holding double 
commissions. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
devise ways and means for supplying the treasury with a 
farther sum of money: 

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. 
[James] Wilson, and Mr. [Lyman] Hall. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to 
consider what is to be done with negroes taken by vessels 
of war, in the service of the United States: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. R[ich- 
ard] H{enry] Lee, and Mr. [Samuel] Huntington. 

Resolved, That 600 dollars be advanced to Mr. R. Erwin, 
waggon master; he to be accountable. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to give 
orders to the Virginia troops, on their march to New York, 
to halt at Trenton, till farther orders. 

Resolved, That the colonels of the New Jersey militia, 
make out regular pay rolls of such of the troops as have 
been under their command, when called into the conti- 
nental service, and have not been paid by the convention 
of the said state: 

That one penny a mile be allowed, in lieu of rations, to 
such men as have paid their expences while on their march 
to and from the camp, from and to their respective homes. 

That such rolls be attested by the oaths of the com- 
manding officer and captains of the respective regiments, 


1«*Repealed Nov.’’ is written in the margin. 
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- and paid by warrants on the pay master there, from Gen- 
eral Mercer, or the commanding officer in that depart- 
ment; he paying due attention to the resolves of Congress 
transmitted herewith: 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, 0 CTOBER 15, 1776 


A letter from General Washington of the 11, 12 and 
13th ;* 

One of the 10th from General Lee; 

One from General Schuyler, of the 10th [6th] 

One from General Greene, of the 10th; 

One from J[oseph] Trumbull, of the 9th; 

One from Seth Warner, of the 4th;? 

One from Brigadier General Lewis of the 4th, were laid 
before Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That the letters from General Washington, 
General Lee, and Mr. Trumbull, be referred to the Board 
of War: 

That the letter from General Greene be referred to the 
Medical Committee. 

That the letter from General Lewis be referred to the 
Board of Treasury. 

Application being macle to Congress by John Foxcroft, 
Esq. for leave to go to New York, to remove his family 
from the horrors of war, atad relieve them from the dis- 
tress in which they are at present involved: 

1 This letter is in the Papers of the Conrzinental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 149. 

2The letter from Lee is in the Pexpers of the Continental Congress, No. 158, folio 81; 
that of Schuyler is in No. 153, IJ, £olio 449; that of Greene is in No. 158, I, folio 7; 


that of Trumbull isin No. 78, XXII, folio 151; and that of Warner is in No. 78, XXIII, 
folio 315. 
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Resolved, That that leave be granted him, upon giving 
his parole to the Board of War; he not to set out on his 
journey before next week. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration: Whereupon, 

That a Muster Master be immediately appointed to the Flying Camp 

postpon’d with orders to proceed immediately to Amboy. 

Resolved, That General Gates be informed, that Con- 
gress have it not in their power at present to supply him 
with the artillery he desires, but will procure such as soon 
as possible :* 

That two independent companies, consisting of fifty 
men each, be immediately raised, to be commanded by 
Lieutenant Whitcomb, who should be appointed captain 
commandant; that he nominate the officers of the said 
two companies, who are to be appointed when approved 
of by the commanding officer of the northern department. 

That Col: John Philip De Haas, being strongly recommended for 
Promotion by General] Gates, be appointed a Brigadier 
General in the Army of the United States.’ 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the said re- 
port be postponed. 

William Davies, who was appointed deputy muster 
master general of the flying camp, having requested leave 
to resign that commission, 

Resolved, That leave be granted, and that to Morrow 
be assigned for appointing a deputy muster master gen- 
eral for the flying camp. 

Resolved, That 27 dollars be advanced to the captain of 
the guard that is appointed to attend the waggons carry- 
ing goods to Ticonderoga. 

} This sentence in the report read: ‘with Artillery of any kind whatever.’’ 


* This report, in the writing of Richard Peters, and dated ‘“‘at a Board of War, 
Oct! 14, 1776,” is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I, folio 9. 


postpon’d 
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The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due 
to the following persons, and a warrant to be drawn in 
favour of Mr. Thomas Armour, for the amount being 
913 48/90 dollars, viz. 


To Peter Schlemmer for victualing the militia on their march to New 


Jersey 43, 42 
To Frederic Rummel for do 65. 49 
To William Thompson victualing General Lee’s guard 50. 71 
To Eliza Kuntz, for victualing militia 4.86 

for supplies to army 23. 55 
for do to sick and wounded 36. es 
To George Stahl, for do to militia on their march 84. 45 
for do to army 2.9 
——— 86.54 
To Adam Gartner, for do to do 30.8 
for do to militia on their march 88.13 
for do to sick soldiers in small pox, belonging to 
General Lee’s guard 142, 65 
——— 260. 86 
To sundries, for do to militia on their march 44, 62 
for do to sick of General Lee’s guard 4.0 
for do to General Lee’s guard 7.42 
—— 47.49 
To Elizabeth Robinson, for do to do 12, 48 
To Andrew Nebbinger, for do to militia on their march 39, 86 
To Godlup Zigel, for do to General Lee’s guard 9.19 
To Zach’ Sturgent, for do to sick of do 4.50 
for do to sick of General Lee’s do 4,17 ses 
To Martin Brenesy, for do to do 40.0 
To Fred: Rumble, for do to do 12.17 
for do to sick of do 60. 16 
—— 72.33 
To Jacob Bushong, for do to do of do 58. 27 
To Daniel Kyser, for do to do of do 29. 66 
To AndY Hortzeg for repairing arms of General Lee’s guard 23. 15 
whole amounting to 913. 43 


To Baltzar Spangler, and to be paid to Thomas Ar- 
mour, for victualling a part of General Lee’s guard, nurs- 
ing in small pox, &c. at York town, and for provisions 
supplied the militia, &c., 158.12 [dollars] 

To Lieutenant Francis Nichols, of the late Captain 
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Hendricks’s company, for two months’ pay extraordinary 
to the following officers, viz. 
To the late Captain Hendricks, killed at the assault 


of Quebec, - - 53.30 
To Lieutenant John M’ Cleland, ie died on the 

march to ditto, - - - - 86.0 
To said Lieutenant Nichols, - - - 36.0 


For the use of the executors of Captain Hendricks 
inlisting money, when the company was raised, 
85 men, at 1 dollar and 1/3, - - - 113.30 


The whole amounting to - - 238.60 

That there should be advanced to Lieutenant Francis 
Nichols, for the purpose of paying the soldiers of his 
company returned from Quebec, the sum of 1,753 30/90 
dollars until he can settle the accounts of the company; 
for which he is to be charged: 

Ordered, That the said sums be paid accordingly. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the Com- 
mittee of Treasury: 

‘The members, chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe and Mr. 
{James] Smith. 

The Secret Committee having, agreeable to the order 
of Congress, taken into consideration how to make the 
best distribution of the cargo lately arrived at Providence, 
Rhode Island, in the brig Happy Return; brought in 
their report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a copy of the invoice of the cloths and 
blankets be sent to General Mifflin, ||quarter master gen- . 
eral,|| with an order to Messrs. Browns, of Rhode Island, 
to deliver the whole to his order, and that it be recom- 
mended to the said quarter master general, to have the 
cloths immediately made up for the soldiers, either in 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, or by the taylors in the army, 
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as may be thought best by General Washington and him- - 
self: 

That Messrs. Browns be directed to deliver to the con- 
_ .tinental agent, at Rhode Island, the remaining part of 
the cargo, with orders to apply the lead, bullets, flints, 
muskets and powder, to the use of the continental frigates 
and cruisers, or such part thereof as may be wanted for 
that service, and the rest to remain for future orders: 

That the said agent be directed to buy as much good 
fat beef and pork, as can be cured by the salt in his pos- 
- session, for the use of the navy: 

That the agent be directed to forward the sulphur of 
the said cargo to the powder mills in Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, and the five tons of salt petre, formerly 
sent by Congmss from Philadelphia to Rhode Island, 
from thence to the powder mills of Messrs. Livingston 
and Wisner, on the North River, in the state of New 
York, to be manufactured into gun powder, for the con- 
tinental service, 

Resolved, That 40,000 dollars be sent to R. Dallam, Esq. 
deputy pay master general, for the use of the militia and 
flying camp; he to be accountable. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1776 


Sundry letters being received, were laid before Con- 
gress, and read: viz. 

One from EH. Pendleton, Esq. speaker of the assembly 
of Virginia, of the 9 October; 

One from Thomas Jefferson, of the 11th, and 

One from Jos. Trumbull, of the 12th, informing that 
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he has empowered Carpenter Wharton to purchase salt 
to the westward of New Jersey, and as much pork, for 
_ the use of the army, as salt can be had for, and request- 
ing that he may be supplied with such sums of money as 
may be necessary for this purpose, to be charged to said 
J. Trumbull:' 

Resolved, That Mr. Wharton be supplied with money 
for the purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the sum of £5,040 18 5 lawful money, 
equal to 16,803 6/90 dollars be paid to Brigadier General 
Thomas Mifflin, or order, and charged to the account of 
Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. Esq. deputy pay master general 
in the northern army; the same being in full of a draught 
in his favour, by John Pierce, Jun. assistant pay master, 
in behalf of the said J. Trumbull, dated Albany, October 
7, 1776, it being so much stopped for him from the pay 
of several regiments at Ticonderoga, by the said pay 
master. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a commissary of 
cloathing for the northern army; when, the ballots being 
taken, 

George Measam was elected. 

Resolved, That George Measam be allowed the pay and 
rations of a major in the continental service. 

That the commander in chief in the northern depart- 
ment, appoint suitable persons to appraise, on oath, and 
deliver to the said commissary, all articles of cloathing 
there, belonging to the United States, and transmit his 
receipts, with the appraisement, to the treasury office in 
Philadelphia: 

That the said commissary employ suitable persons to 
make the cloathing, and add to the appraised value of the 


1 The letter from Pendleton is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 71, I, 
folio 61. That of Trumbull is in No. 78, XXII, folio 155. 
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goods, the charges of making; and that he deliver the 
same to the regimental pay masters, agreeable to the 
orders he may receive from the commander aforesaid. 

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to 
appoint a commissary of cloathing for the army under his 
immediate command, and that he be empowered to ap- 
point a deputy muster master general for the flying camp. 

Resolved, That one ton of powder be sent to North Car- 
olina, for the use of the continental forces in that state. 

A letter, from John Roche, of the 1 October, was laid 
before Congress, and read: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee, 
who are diveeted—te—repert—thereen empowered to do 
therein what they think proper. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the state of the prisoners; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That William Livingston, Esq. governor of 
New Jersey, be informed, that Congress have considered 
his letter relative to certain prisoners confined in Somer- 
set gaol, and being unacquainted either with their char- 
acters, or the causes of their being apprehended, request 
him to enquire into the same, and report to Congress their 
names and characters: 

That soldiers and sailors, confined in gaol, be hereafter 
allowed 11/3 dollar per week; the allowance of one dollar 
being found not to be sufficient to support them comfort- 
ably. , 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be recom- 
mitted. 

The Marine Committee, to whom were referred the 
petition of B. Marshall & Brothers, and certain proposi- 
tions from the state of Massachusetts bay, brought in their 
report, which was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 
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Resolved, That what relates. to the petition of B. Mar- 
shall ||\& Brothers|| be postponed to Wednesday the 23d 
instant. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the general court 
of Massachusetts bay, to give the continental agent the 
full weight of their influence to make the frigate Hancock 
ready for sea immediately; that whatever expence shall 
accrue to the state of Massachusetts bay, either for pro- 
curing guns or other stores for fitting the said frigate, shall 
be reimbursed on demand; and that, in directing the 
cruise of the said frigate, the Congress will pay all the 
regard to the protection of the commerce of Massachusetts 
bay, that the zeal of that state, in the common cause, 
justly entitles it to. 

A petition from Captain C. Roberts was presented to 
Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That it be referred to Mr. [George] Walton, 
Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson, and Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] 
Lee, who are directed to enquire into the state of facts, 
and report to Congress. 

' A memorial from the Chevalier d’Antignac was pre- 
sented to Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War.' 

A memorial from Colonel D. Campbell was presented 
to Congress, and read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commanding officer in the northern 
department be desired to confirm or disapprove the sen- 
tence of the court martial on Colonel D. Campbell, as he, 
upon mature judgment, shall think proper, and report to 
Congress. 

Whereas sundry prizes have been heretofore taken by 
the cruisers fitted out by General Washington, at the con- 


1 This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, II, folio 404. 
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tinental expence, and on continental accounts, and no 
accounts thereof have yet been rendered by the agents 
who received and sold the said prizes; and, whereas, a 
just distribution of such shares of the said prizes as are 
due to the officers and men, agreeable to the rules and 
regulations of Congress, ought to be made; 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to 
order such distribution of the said prize money amongst 
the parties interested therein; and that they recover from 
the said agents the continental share of all the said prizes: 

That the present continental agents do account with 
the Marine Committee, from time to time, for the conti- 
nental share of all prizes received and sold by them, and 
that they pay the amount of such prizes to the order of 
the said committee: 

That the said agents make just distribution of the 
shares in all prizes that appertain to the officers and 
crews of the continental ships of war, agreeable to the 
rules and regulations of Congress, as soon after the sales 
of each prize as possible: 

That the Marine Committee apply all the prize money 
they receive from the agents, to the service of the marine 
department, and hereafter render accounts thereof to 
Congress: 

That the Marine Committee report, from time to time, 
all sums of money they receive for prizes to the treasury, 
in order that the same may be charged to their account 
in the treasury books. 

The Board of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Captain Sion Martindale and Lieutenant Moses 
Turner, for their pay and rations from the Ist of J anuary 
to the 14 October, 1776, the sum of 572 76/90 dollars. 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 
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Additional instructions to B. F., S. D., and T. J., commissioners 
from the United States of America to the king of France. 

Whilst you are negotiating the affairs you are charged with at the 
court of France, you will have opportunities of conversing frequently 
with the ministers and agents of other european princes and states 
residing there. 

You shall endeavour, wnen you find occasion fit and convenient, to 
obtain from them a recognition of our independency and sovereignty, 
and to conclude treaties of peace, amity anc. Commerce betwees Siete 
sara or states co hee preadeds he-terms-+ g bed 


Bey that 
the same ie not ‘nooielatent with the cae. aN shall inks with his most 
christian majesty, that they do not oblige us to become a party in any 
war which may happen in consequence thereof, and that the immuni- 
ties, exemptions, privileges, protection, defense and advantages, or 
the contrary, thereby stipulated, be equal and reciprocal. If that 
cannot be effected, you shall, to the utmost of your power, prevent 
their taking part with Great Britain in the war which his britannic 
majesty prosecutes against us, or entering into offensive alliances with 
that king, and protest and present remonstrances against the same, 
desiring the interposition, mediation and good offices on our behalf of 
his most christian majesty, the king of France, and of any other 
princes or states whose dispositions are not hostile towards us. In 
case overtures be made to you by the ministers or agents of any euro- 
pean princes or states for commercial treaties between them and us, 
you may conclude such treaties accordingly.’ 


The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1776 


A petition from Henry Keppele was laid before Con- 
gress, and read, setting forth, that he hath entered an 
appeal against the sentence passed on the ship Charming 

1 This report, in the writing of George Wythe, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 1. It was laid before Congress some time after September 


26, and is endorsed: ‘‘ Postponed. Agreed to October 16, 1776,’? but no entry 
appears in the Journals. 
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Peggy, and praying that a convenient day may be assigned 
for hearing the said appeal: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, with 
full power to hear and determine upon the said appeal: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, Mr. 
[Robert Treat] Paine, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. [James] 
Smith, and Mr. [James] Wilson. 

Resolved, That a committee of three [four] be appointed 
to review such of the resolutions of Congress as relate to 
the capture and condemnation of prizes, and report what 
alterations or additions should be made respecting the 
same: 

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. 
[Edward] Rutledge, Mr. [Robert Treat] Paine, and Mr. 
[Samuel] Huntington. 

A petition from Carpenter Wharton was presented to 
Congress, and read: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the council of safety of 
Pensylvania. 

Resolved, That a commissary be appointed to supply 
the batallion, commanded by Colonel Mackay, with pro- 
visions; the ballots being taken, 

Ephraim Blaine, Esq. was elected. 

ftesolved, That Mr. Francis Lewis, Jun. be permitted 
to go to the state of New York with Mr. Foxcroft. 

The committee, to whom was re-committed the report 
on the state of the prisoners in the gaol of Philadelphia, 
brought in a farther report, which was taken into con- 
sideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the prisoners from North Carolina be 
permitted to return to their families, if the convention of 
that state shall be of opinion they may so do, without 
danger to that or any other of the United States; and, in 
the mean time, that bedding, blankets, and other neces- 
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saries, be furnished the gaoler, by Mr. Mease, for the use 
of such prisoners as are unprovided with them :* 

' That Captain M’Kenzie be permitted to apply to the 
state of North Carolina for liberty to return there; and, 
in the mean time, that he be allowed ten dollars to bear 
his expences to Lancaster county: 

That Lieutenant M’Clean, an half pay officer, taken in 
Canada, be permitted to reside at Reading on giving his 
parole. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Intelligence be appointed 
to select and report such authentic accounts, as are, from 
time to time, received by Congress, of the state of the 
armies and navy of the United States, as they shall judge 
proper to be published by authority of Congress: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Benjamin] Rush, Mr. 
R{ichard] H{enry] Lee, and Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson.’ 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a 
plan for the better regulating the treasury board : 

The members chosen, Mr.[Elbridge]Gerry, Mr. [Philip] 
Livingston, and Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson. 

Mr. Duché having, by letter, informed the president, 
that the state of his health, and his parochial duties, were 
such, as obliged him to decline the honour of continuing 
chaplain-to the Congress, 

1 A petition from these prisoners is in the Colonial Records of North Carolina, X, 888. 

2“ Congress have appointed a ‘Committee of Intelligence,’ to select and publish 
such intelligence as Congress shall receive from time to time, and it shall be proper 
to publish. That committee have, in this week’s papers, published an account of the 
' sea fight on the lake, but omitted some particulars which I have mentioned. They 
have also given the public such intelligence as hath been received from the army in 
the middle department. . . . At this critical period, when we have so much 
at stake, every friend to his country is anxious to know every thing that takes place. 
Sensible of this Congress, as I have already mentioned, have appointed a committee 
of intelligence, whose publications may be relied on: and if the accounts which 

Congress receives from the armies are particular, the public will be gratitied so soon 


as posts can convey the newspapers to the different states.”’ William Ellery to Gov- 
ernor Cooke, 28 October, 1776. Rhode Island in the Continental Congress, 94, 95. 
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Resolved, That Mr. president be desired to return the 
thanks of this house to the Rev. Mr. Duché, for the devout 
and acceptable manner in which he discharged his duty 
during the time he officiated as chaplain to it; and that 
150 dollars be presented to him, as an acknowledgment 
from the house for his services. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due,’ 

To Captain A. H. Brice, for his allowance as an officer 
prisoner, from 19th April, to 17 October, 1776, inclusive, 
being 26 weeks, at 2 dollars a week, 52 dollars: 

To Captain Thomas Hesketh, for his allowance from 20 
July to 19 October, inclusive, being, 13 weeks, at 2 dollars 
a week, 26 dollars: 

To George Haas, for the hire of his waggon and his 
expences with money from Philadelphia to Boston, 
131 24/90 dollars: . 

To Colonel Hausegger, for the expence of himself and 
two prisoners from Ticonderoga to Philadelphia, 57 9/90 
dollars: 

To Captain Matthew Smith, to be paid to Lieutenant 
Archibald Steel, for inlisting his company, consisting of 
80 men, at 1 1/3 dollars each, 106 60/90 dollars: 

That they have examined the accounts exhibited by 
Lieutenant Archibald Steel, of Captain Smith’s company, 
for the pay of 34 officers and privates, and of Adjutant 
Christian Febiger, taken prisoners at Quebec, amounting 
to £590 15 [=1,575 30/90 dollars,] (exclusive of the pay 
of one serjeant, one corporal and 12 privates, who inlisted 
in the service of the king of Great Britain, amounting to 
£178 15 [=476 60/90 dollars] which is retained) with 
£117 17 6 [=314 30/90 dollars] received from Mr. Mease, 
leaves a balance due to the said Steel of £472 17 6 equal 
to 1,261 dollars: 

20719—voL v1—06——-3 
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_ That there is due, to George Steyer, for linens fur- 
nished, and to be charged to Captain John Nelson for the 
use of his company, 24 dollars: 

To Adam Zantzinger, for the hire of two waggons, and 
the expences of an escort of light horse with money from 
Philadelphia to the camp, near New York, 150 60/90 
dollars: 

To William Clayton, for provisions supplied the militia 
on their march to New Jersey, 24 27/90 dollars: 

To John Bates, for 499 camp kettles delivered by him 
to Gustavus Risberg, assistant to the deputy quarter 
master general, 665 30/90 dollars: 

To William Bentley, and to be paid to Colonel Stricker, 
for provisions supplied the Virginia troops on their 
march, 17 54/90 dollars: 

To Joseph Bentley, for provisions supplied the militia 
and flying camp, on their march to New Jersey, 19 72/90 
dollars: 

To Nicholas Bazin, a Canadian prisoner, for his allow- 
ance from 3d March to 17 October, is 32 5/7 weeks, at 2 
dollars a week, is 65 38/90 dollars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1776 


The Board of War brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Thaddeus Kosciuszko, Esq., be appointed 
an engineer in the service of the United States, with the 
pay of sixty dollars a month, and the rank of colonel. 
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The committee to whom the nabitiog of Colonel M. 
Hazen was referred, brought in their report, which was 
read. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post - 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER aI, 1776. . 


A letter, of the 14 and 17, from the. general’s secretary,’ 
Robert [Hanson] Harrison; 

One, of the 18, from General Washington,’ with. copy 
of a letter from General Arnold, and sundry papers; 

Two from Brigadier General Mercer, of the 17 and 19; 

One from Kenneth Hankanson, captain of a vessel 
stranded on the Jersey shore, were laid before Congress, 
and read: 

Resolved, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from R. Dallam, of the 13, was also read;* 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the sum of 19, 740 dollars be paid to 
Gustavus Risberg, assistant to the deputy quarter master 
general for the flying camp, and charged. to the account 
of said R. Dallam. 

That 500,000 dollars be sent to the deputy pay master © 
general for the northern department [J onathan Trum- 
bull]: 

That 2,000 dollars be advanced to the delegates of N orth 
Carolina, to be charged to that state. 

A letter from Colonel James Easton, of the 5, was 
read.* 
1 This letter isin the Papers of the Samet Congress, No. 162, TT, folio 155. - 

1Tbid., folio 159. 


5Tbid., No. 78, VII, folio 67. 
4Tbid., VIII, folio 255. 
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The Secret Committee having informed Congress that 
a vessel was arrived in New Hampshire, with a cargo on 
account of the Continent, among which was a quantity 
of flints, 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
order 30,000 of the said flints to General Schuyler, for the 
use of the army in the northern department, and the re- 
mainder to General Washington, for the use of the army 
under his immediate command. 

‘A letter of the 20, from General Greene, being re- 
ceived, was read :* 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War, and 
that they be directed to apply to the council of safety of 
Pensylvania for the loan of as many cartridges as they 
can pessibly spare, which are to be sent, with all possible 
despatch, to General Washington; and that the said 
Board be directed to take the most effectual measures to 


have a sufficient quantity of cartridges made up in Phila- 


delphia, and forwarded to General Washington. 

That the powder in the magazine be kept for the public 
service. 

_ _ Information being given that there is a quantity of lead 
for the use of the Continent at the lead mines in Virginia, 
Resolwed, That the Board of War be directed to give 

orders to have it brought to Philadelphia. 

A memorial from Monsieur Dorre was presented to 

Congress and read: , 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 
A letter, of the 20th, from Robert [Hanson] Harrison, 
the General’s secretary, enclosing a copy of one from 

General Gates of the 15, and one from General Arnold, 

of the 15, and one from General Schuyler, of the 16; 


1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, I, folio 11. 


be 
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Also, a letter of the 16, from General Schuyler; 

One of the 19, from the convention of New York, in- 
closing a letter from General Schuyler ||being received, 
were read:||* 

Resolved, That the said letters be referred to the Board 
of War. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the deputy commissary general in Vir- 
ginia be directed to make contracts for the supply of the 
troops in that department, provided they can be made at 
arate not exceeding eight pence, Virginia currency, per 
ration, the contractors to have the use of the public wag- 
gons on any motion or march of the army, from the place 
or places where stationed: 

That the commander in chief of each department be 
empowered, at the instance of the commissary ‘general, 
or his deputies, to employ as many persons under him or 
them, at such salary or wages as he shall think adequate, 
and as he may think the service, from time to time, re- 
quires: 

That the rations allow to the several officers on the 
staff in the army of the United States, not heretofore set- 
tled, be as follows, and that the deputy commissary of 
Virginia be informed thereof: 

To the deputy quarter master general, 6 rations; deputy 
commissary general, 6 do. deputy pay master general, 6 
do. deputy adjutant general, 6 do. deputy muster master 
general, 6 do. deputy judge advocate, 6 do. chaplain, 3 do. 
regimental surgeons, 3 do. mates, 2 do. 

That the deputy commissary general of Virginia be 

1The letter from Schuyler is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, I, 


folio 459; that of Mercer is in No. 159, folios 194, 198; that of the Convention of 
New York is in No. 67, I, folio 344. 
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allowed his reasonable travelling charges, to be settled by 
the Treasury Board. . 

~The Committee of Treasury reported, that they have 
examined the following accounts paid by John Gibson, 
Hisq. auditor general, by order of the Board, amounting to 
687 27/90 dollars; of which he received, the honorable the 
president of Congress, his warrant, for 500 dollars, and 
there remains a balance due him of 187 27/90 dollars. 


Dis. goths. 
For parchment for the use of the Treasury office, - - - 2 0 
George Hofnagle’s account for 15 of the militia, - - - 1 45 


John Sparhawk’s: account for quills, paper hooks, &e. for the use of the 


commissioners sent to Albany, - - : - - - 40 0 
Henry Deering’s account for entertaining mille, - - - 16 18 

- Andrew Smith’s account fordo. - - - - 12 78 
Joseph Sheerer’s account for do. paid Thomas Wiggins - - - 14 20 
John Druit, for Bernard Romans’ order, to be charged Romans, - 16 0 
Conrad ‘Alster’s account for entertaining militia on their march, - 5 45 

: Philip Upright’s do. for do, and on to powder 3 for Ves, - - 3 6 
John. Nice’s do. for do. - - - 17 36 
Levi Hollingsworth’s account for eesti money ” Amboy, - - 16 75 
William Perkins, for.supplies to troops, - - - - 2 84 
Porterage of @ box with the Massachusetts paper, - - 6 
Captain Read’s account of expences of his company on their cael tocamp, 40 72 
‘Captain Whely’s account of do. - - - - - 27 «64 
Captain M’ Kenzie, for subsistence, - - - - 8 39 
M. Lotbinier, a French chaplain, one month’s Pay y and re - 41 30 

- Benjamin Condy, for cake-ink, - - - 6 386 
_ Thread for the use of the office, - - 15 
' Secretary Peter’s order for transporting Lieutenant Symes’ 8 begeage, 10 30 


Allen M’Donald, Sen. Allen M’Donald, Jun. Alexander M’Donald, Rennel 
- M’Donald, for three weeks’ dllowanes to ee and two servants, to 


- 24 September, - - - 36 (0 
’ William Ross’s account of pabniibsnes to militia on their snatch: - 9 53 
Valentine Vanholt’s account of do. Lo - - - : 9 9 
R. Lumsden, for wood, hauling, and sawing, - - - 9 22 
John Streper’s account for subsisting militia on their march, - - 12 9 
Postage of a letter from Ticonderoga, - - - 49 
M. Lotbinier, French chaplain, one month’s pay ina suticite: - 41 30 
Allen M’Donald, for the hire of a woman ene — him —_ the 4th 
June to 24th September, 16 weeks, - 16 0 
John M’Kenzie, a prisoner from North Carolina, his aligwains irda 20 Sep- 
tember to 17 October, 4 weeks, - - - 8 0 


Bartholomew Van Heer’s account of da parssenenti to the sine, in Canada, 
and for 6 months’ pay as lieutenant, - . - - - 145 31 
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Dis. 90ths. 
Uriah Forrest, captain of a company in Colonel Irvine’s batallion, furnish- 
ing 86 men, non-commissioned officers and privates, with provisions, from 
Annapolis to Philadelphia, 115 miles, at 1d.a mile, each: also to one cap- 
tain and three subalterns, 115 miles at 9d. 
In the whole... 22.2... 2- 2-0-2 e ee ee ee eee eee nee 121 35 
otal 233.22 co weeece nA ivectcl a bidev cates 687 27 
Received 222-2 ce.c2tecen esate oesus'es ees necoess 500 
Ballance coe Sees iweceahacekteccse est eae nce 187 27 


That there is due to Robert Jewell, for the maintenance 
of state prisoners in the new gaol, and for candles, vine- 
gar, &c. 489 43/90 dollars: 

To the late Captain William Hendricks his company, 
and to be paid to Lieutenant Francis Nichols of the said 
company, for the ballance of an account for their pay, 
arms lost at the storm of Quebec, hunting shirts, &. 
1,622 22/90 dollars: 

To William Pollard, for the expence of himself and 
others of the light horse, as an escort with money from 
Philadelphia to New York and Boston, 291 57/90 dollars: 

To Jacob Hartman, for the hire of his waggon bringing 
the baggage of the prisoners from Canada, and from 
Elizabeth town to Philadelphia, 16 60/90 dollars: 

To John Hall and Samuel Parker, for cleaning and 
repairing 200 muskets with bayonets, scabbards, &c. for 
the German batallion, 215 78/90 dollars: 

To Coxe, Furman & Coxe, for carriage of powder from 
Philadelphia to Virginia, and the pay of Captain Matthias 
for taking charge of the same, 233 81/90 dollars: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Congress took into consideration the form of the oath 
to be taken by the officers in the service of the continent, 
which was agreed to as follows: 

I , do acknowledge the Thirteen United States of America, 
namely, New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connec- 
ticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
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Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to be free, 
independent, and sovereign states, and declare, that the people thereof 
owe no allegiance or obedience to George the third, king of Great 
Britain; and I renounce, refuse and abjure any allegiance or obedience 
‘to him; and I do swear, that I will, to the utmost of my power, sup- 
port, maintain, and defend the said United States against the said king, 
George the third, and his heirs and successors, and his and their abet- 
tors, assistants and adherents; and will serve the said United States 
in the office of , which I now hold, and in any other office which 
I may hereafter hold by their appointment, or under their authority, 
with fidelity and honour, and according to the best of my skill and 
understanding. So help me God. 


Resolved, That every officer who holds, or shall here- 
after hold, a commission or office from Congress, shall 
subscribe the above declaration, and take the foregoing 
oath. 

Resowed, That 100, 000 dollars be sent to the deputy 
pay master general in Virginia. 

The several matters. to this day referred, being post- 
saree 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1776 


_ A letter from General Mifflin to Captain Falkner was 
laid before Congress and read: 

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three, 
who are directed to engage, and send to head quarters, a 
skilful, active wharf builder, with proper assistants: 

‘The members chosen, Mr. [Robert] Morris, Mr. [James] 
Wilson, and Mr. [George] Ross. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Monsieur O. H. Rouville, his servant P. H. de 
' Beaubassin, J. B. H. de Rouville, Joseph de Jarlais, and 
Joseph and Gabriel Heiter, for their allowance from the 
13 July to 18 October, 1776, 186 60/90 dollars: 
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That they have examined the accounts of David S. 
Franks for sundry goods supplied the army in Canada, 
amounting to 3,748 84/90 dollars; of which he received a 
warrant of the 7th of September, for 1,600 dollars, and 
that there is a ballance now due to him of 2,148 84/90 
dollars: 

That there is due to Nathan Sellers, for a paper mould, 
letters and borders, 39 dollars: 

That there should be advanced to Colonel Hollings- 
worth, the sum of 1,626 60/90ths dollars, for supplies of 
rations, and waggons for the Virginia batallions, from the 
Head of Elk to Chester; he to be accountable: 

Ordered, That the said sums be paid. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resowed, That General Schuyler’s application to the 
eastern states, and to the state of New York, for their 
militia, is approved: 

That the resolution for sending home the Canadians, 
be suspended till farther orders: 

That the Board of War be directed to order the several 
prisoners, in Philadelphia, to the places of their destina- 
tions, and that they write to the several committees, who 
have the charge of prisoners, not to suffer them to go 
beyond the bounds allowed them, nor to permit any of 
them to come to Philadelphia, without leave first obtained 
from the Board of War.’ 

Resolved, That the Commissioners going to the Court 
of France be directed to procure from that Court, at the 
expence of these United States, either by purchase or 
loan, eight line of battle ships of 74 and 64 guns, well 
manned, and fitted in every respect for service; That as 
these ships may be useful in proportion to the quickness 


1 Printed in the Pennsylvania Evening Post, 22 October, 1776. 
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with which they reach North America, the Commis- 
sioners be directed to expedite this negotiation with all 
possible diligence. 

Resolved, That Mrs. Antil, with her child, and her 
sister, Miss Colden, be permitted to go to General Mercer, 
who is desired to permit them to go to New York, taking 
especial care, that they carry no intelligence to the enemy. 

The Secret Committee reported, that the cargo lately 
imported into Portsmouth, in the brig Marquis of Kildare, 
Captain Palmer, consists of the following articles, viz. 
5,000 Ib of powder, 250 small arms, 100,000 flints, 4,000 
yards of small canvass, 4 to 500 jackcoats, 100 knapsacks, 
100 leggins, 80 large rugs, 2 bales of woollens, 1 bale of 
linens, and 10 tons of lead; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the powder, 100 small arms, 2,000 flints, 
part of the canvass, 80 rugs, and part of the lead, be 
applied by the continental agent for the use of the conti- 
nental frigate Raleigh: 

That 60,000 flints be sent to General Washington: 

That 38,000 flints, 150 small arms, 100 knapsacks, 100 
leggings, and 8 tons of lead, be sent to the northern 
army, under Generals Schuyler and Gates: 

That the remainder of the small canvass be made into 
tents, and sent to the northern army: 

That the jackets, if fit for soldiers, be sent to the 
northern army; if fit for sailors, to be distributed amongst 
the continental frigates at Portsmouth and Boston: 

That two bales of woollens be made up into soldier’s 
cloaths, for the northern army: 

That the bale of linens, if fit for soldiers’ shirts, or 
other purposes, for the army, to be made up, and sent to 
the northern army; if not suitable for public use, to be 
sold to the best advantage. 
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Mr. Jefferson having informed Congress that the state 
of his family will not permit him to accept the honour of 
going [as] their Commissioner to France, thereupon, 

Resolved, That another be elected in his room. 

The ballots being taken, 

Arthur Lee Esqr was elected. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Secret Correspondence 
be directed to acquaint him of his appointment, and that 
his powers and instructions are lodged in Paris. This to 
be kept secret. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Captain ||Charles|| Roberts, brought in their report, 
which was read, and disaereed—te- rejected. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1776 


Congress being informed, that a vessel from London to 
Quebec, [loaden] with dry goods, among which are many 
blankets and coarse cloths, fit for soldier’s clothing, was 
lately brought into the state of Rhode Island: 

Resolved, That Governor Cooke be requested imme- 
diately to purchase, at continental expence, for the use 
of the army under General Washington’s command, all 
the said: blankets and coarse cloths; that the blankets be 
sent to General Washington, and the cloths made up, 
agreeable to the directions of Brigadier General Mifflin, 
quarter master general. 

Ordered, 'That the Committee for Gloathing forward the 
above resolution to Governor Cooke, and acquaint General 
Washington and Brigadier General Mifflin therewith. 
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Resolved, That two brigadier generals be appointed: 

The ballots being taken, Colonel William Maxwell, and 
Colonel William Smallwood, were elected. 

Certain resolutions, passed by the convention of Mary- 
land, respecting the raising the eight batallions allotted 
to their state, were laid before Congress, and read: 

. Resolved, That they be referred to a committee of three, 
who are directed to report an answer thereto. 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [Robert 
Treat] Paine and Mr. [Edward] Rutledge. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War, to 
consider in what way Mons. De Roche Fermoy may be 
employed in the service of the Continent :* 

That the application in favour of Lieutenant Von 
Hederich be referred to the Board of War:? 

That Samuel Fairlamb’s account be referred to the 


 - Committee of Treasury. 


The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 
To Joseph Borden, Esq. for waggonage, boat hire, &c. 
transporting carpenters and their baggage from Philadel - 
. phia to Pawleshook, after deducting 15/ [= two dollars, } 
and the sum of £8.15 [=23 30/90 dollars, ] for the hire of 
a4 horse team of William Allen’s, deducted for want of a 
_ voucher, and 15/ [= two dollars] paid by Captain Case- 


~~ dorp, 94 dollars. 


That they have examined the account 
of Elihu Spencer, for his salary as a mis- 
‘sioner to North Carolina, from 14 De- 
cember, 1775, to the 4th May, 1776, being 
4 months and 21 days, at 40 dollars per 

month 186.45 

14 letter from De Roche Fermoy, without date is in the Papers of the Continental 

_ Congress, No. 78, IX, folio 45. 


2 A letter from Cornelius Haight, dated St. Croix, September 8, 1776, is in the Papers 
of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XI, folio 87. 
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That the said Missioner be allowed an 
addition of 16 dollars per month to his 


salary for the above time 75.18 261.68 
That he received a warrant of the 20th 

December last for 120. 

leaves a ballance in his favour 141.63/90 


That there is due to Alexander Mc- 
Whorter, for his salary as a missioner to 
North Carolina, from 14 December, 1775, 
to the 4th May, 1776, being 4 months 21 
days, at 40 dollars 186.45 
That the said missioner be allowed an 
addition of 16 dollars per month to his 
salary for the above time 75.18 261.63 


That he received a warrant of 20th 
December last for 120. 


which leaves a ballance due to him 141.63/90 dollars 
That there is due to Adjutant Christian 

Febiger and Lieutenant Archibald Steel, 

and to be paid to the latter 232.70/90 dollars 

being for 2 months extraordinary pay to 

Adjutant Febiger at £6 17 6 equal to 36.60 | 

2 mo. do to Lieutenant Steel £6 15 0 per 

do. equal 36. 

eight months 22 days to do. as adjutant 

from 9 November, to 1 August, 1776, at 

£6 17 6 equal to 160.10 


the whole amounting to 232.70/90 
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That there is due to John Dunlap, for 97 reams of car- 
tridge paper, sent to Ticonderoga, 323.30/90 dollars: 

To Alexander Rutherford, for 100 bayonet scabbards 
supplied Captain Ralph Falkner, of the 5 Virginia regi- 
ment, 40 dollars: 

- To Captain Hendrick Smock, for expences of a guard 
and prisoners, from head quarters, New Jersey, to Phila- 
delphia, 44 18/90 dollars: 

To René O. H.de Rouville, a Canadian prisoner, for his 
allowance from the 16 January to 13th July last, is 25 5/7 


‘weeks, at 2 dollars per week, 51 38/90 dollars: 
25 5/7 weeks, his servant’s allowance, 34 25/90 dollars: 
Amounting to 85 63/90 dollars: 


Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Upon application of the delegates from Delaware, 

. Resolved, That.120 dollars be advanced to Captain John 
Woodgate, of Colonel Patterson’s batallion, he to account 


- for the same with the pay master of the said batallion. 


_ Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the petition of Colonel Moses Hazen; Where- 
upon, 
_ » ,Resolved, That the sum of 966 2/3 dollars be paid to 
_ Colonel Moses Hazen, for his farming, smith’s and potash, 
. carpenters, and joiners, coopers, and stave maker’s tools, 
and for anchors and cables, said to be taken by, and 
appropriated to, the use of the army under General 


Montgomery: 


_. That the regiment under the command of the said 
“Colonel Hazen, remain on the original establishment 
thereof, and be recruited to its full complement in any of 
the thirteen United States, as it was upon these terms he 
entered into the service, and the said regiment cannot be 
- gaid to belong to any particular state, nor to be any addi - 
. tional expence in the mode of officering the same. 
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The several matters to this day referred, being post - 
poned, 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1776 


A petition from William Moore and one from William 
Rigg, were presented to Congress, and read. 

fesolved, That they be referred to the Marine Commit- 
tee; who are directed to furnish them with subsistence 
during their residence in Philadelphia. 

Application being made in favour of Samuel Horlock 
and Livingston, Esq‘ for leave to go to Boston, and 
from thence to New York: 

Resolved, That leave be granted them on giving their 
parole. 

Resolved, That an order for £50, equal to 133 1/3 dollars, 
be drawn on the treasurer in favor of R. Peters, secre- 
tary ||to the Board of War,|| to pay for a light waggon 
purchased for the use of the Congress, and that he be 
empowered to purchase another light waggon. 

Resolved, That 500 dollars be advanced to the committee 
appointed to contract with, and send an active wharf 
builder, and proper assistants to General Washington, 
for the use of the said wharf builders. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order 
the Virginia batallions to march to Trenton, and there 
halt until farther orders. 

A representation from the council of safety of Pensyl- 
vania to the Board of War, was laid before Congress, and 
read : 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A memorial from David Franks was laid before Con- 
gress and read, praying for liberty for himself, and 
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Patrick Rice, his clerk, to go to New York, to lay his 
receipts and vouchers for the provisions furnished to the 
||British|| prisoners, in this department, before the com- 
missary general, for his inspection, to be passed by him in 
order to procure certificates to be presented, and signed 
by, the general |lof the British forces,|| otherwise he.can- 
- not be reimbursed. 

Resolved, That leave be granted, upon giving their 
parole, not to give any intelligence to the enemy, and that 
. they will return to this city. 

A petition of Benjamin Hyre, was presented to Con- 
gress, and read.’ 

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis] Lewis, Mr. [Rob- 
ert Treat] Paine, and Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee. 

A petition from Captain [P.] Anstruther, of the 26, 
was presented to Congress, and read; also a petition from 
Simon Carbolois was read. 

_ Resolved, That they be dismissed. 

Resolved, That 5,000 dollars be advanced to E. Blaine, 
Esq' for the use of the batallion raised on the western 
frontiers of Pensylvania; he to be accountable. 

' .The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1776 


A letter, from the General’s secretary, R. H. Harrison, 
of the 21, was laid before Congress, and read ;? 


This petition i is not in the Papers of the Continental Congress, but a memorial, 
based upon it, was laid before Congress, November 18, 1776, and is in No. 41, III, 
folio 1. 

'* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 178. 
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_ A certificate from i Beleaaice Generals H. Mercer and 
P. Dickinson, in favour of the Rev. John Nevelling, who 
has officiated as chaplain to nine Jersey batallions: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee of treas- 
ury, who are directed to enquire how long Mr. Nevelling 
officiated, as is mentioned in the said certificate, and pay 
him for his services, at the rate of 50 dollars a month. . 

A. petition from Alice Brazier and daughter, Hannah 
Haynes and Elizabeth Bouvé, was presented to Congress, | 
and read : 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee of 
Treasury. | 

Resolved, That 3,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel 
Hazen towards inlisting his batallion, he to be account- 
able. 

A letter, from Peter Zabriskie and J ohn Morgan, of the - 
20th, [was read. ] 

Resolved, ‘That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial from M. Irwin was presented to Congress, 
[and read. ] 

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three, 
who are directed to confer with the council of safety [of 
Pennsylvania, ] respecting the same, and report to Con- 
gress: 

The members chosen, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr. [Wil- 
liam] Whipple, and Mr. [John] Hart. . 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Robert Chase, late commander of the Gaspé ship of 
war, for his allowance from 1 March to 24 October, 1776, 
inclusive, 34 weeks, at 2 dollars per week, 68 dollars. 

That they have examined an account exhibited by 
Captain Robert Cluggage, for sundry articles charged to — 
him, and which he prays an allowance of, and that he 

20719—vo1 vI—06—4 
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ought to be credited for the following sums, charged in 
the Bedford county accounts, viz 


For Drilling for haversacks, account No. 1, - - - - £6 510 
Part of articles charged in account No. 31, - - - - 113 6 
Cash paid Bernard Dougherty - ~ - - 015 0 
An overcharge in a riffle bought of William Peeble, : - 010 0 
A charge of Abraham Cable, Esq. in additional account No. 2, - 874 
Repairing arms, charged in Colonel Irwin’s account, EDS vouchers 

No. 7 and 8, - - 9 2 5 
Occasional expences which he paid for his company,® on distr ‘iaioh 

from Bedford to Boston - - - 979 
Equal to 82 82/90 dollars, - - - - £31 110 


That there is due to John Mitchell, for expences of a 
party of light horse, going with money from Philadelphia 
to Ticonderoga, a ballance of £32 16 6, and for coach 
hire, expences, &c. for himself and Mr. Dunlap, as a 
guard with Generals Prescot and M’Donald, and their 
two servants, to New York, to be exchanged, £76 18 6, 
both sums amounting to £109 15 0 equal to 292 60/90 
dollars: 

That there should be advanced to Mr. Hodgkin and 
Mr. Cronstedt, two midshipmen, taken prisoners, three 
weeks’ allowance each, at 2 dollars, is 12 dollars: 

To Roger Sherman, Esq’ for the expences of the com- 
mittee for enquiring into the state of the army at New 
York, and two servants, being ten days absent, 76 71/90 
dollars, to be paid to Elbridge Gerry, Esq! 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That two months’ pay be advanced to Lieu- 
tenant David Zeigler, who was wounded, and come to 
Philadelphia for the purpose of perfecting his cure. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several assem - 
blies and conventions of the United States, forthwith to 
import, or otherwise procure, full supplies of fire arms, 
bayonets, brass, or other field pieces, powder, lead, flints, 
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eiiaae, dbvenening: tools, tent cloth, blankets, and 
other clothing, for such of their militia as are deficient 
therein, and to send to the Board of War and Ordnance a 
copy of their resolutions for this purpose, that the same 
may be laid before Congress. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned te 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1776 


Resolved, That 1,000 dollars be advanced to the com- 
mittee appointed to engage carpenters || wharf builders, || 
to go to head quarters near New York, for the use of the 
said carpenters, they. to be accountable. 

A letter of the 17, from General Schuyler, was read, 
together with the report of a court of enquiry appointed 
to discover what stores were on board the enemy’s Heat 
taken in the river St. Lawrence: 

Resolved, This be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter of the 6th, from General Andrew Lewis, was 
read, and referred to ‘the Board of War.’ 

A letter of the 16, from the convention of New York, 
was also read. 

A petition from William Savage, Thomas Corbett, and 
John Scott, in behalf of William Wilson, together with 
sundry papers therein referred to, were read and referred 
to the Marine Committee. . 

**‘ Ag the State of New York has not been represented in Congress for several weeke _ 
past, Mr. P. Livingston with myself being their only Delegates at present here, we 
are requested by Congress to apply to you, sirs, for a full representation; therefore 
hope you will speedily send us one other member that we may be enabled to give our 
vote for that State which we have been sent here to represent.’? Lewis and Livingston 


to New York Convention, 26 October, 1776.” 
* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congres, No. 159, folio 256. 
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A letter of August, 1776, from Thomas Cushing, was 
read, and referred to the Committee for Indian Affairs.’ 

Resolved, That M. Du Bois, have leave, upon resigning 
his commission, to return to Martinico. 

Congress, being informed thatcertain persons were busy 
in monopolizing and engrossing the articles necessary for 
the use of the army, with a view to enhance their price, 

_and prevent the armiy from being supplied, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
enquire into this-matter, and report thereon to Congress: 

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. [El- 
bridge] Gerry, and Mr. [Edward] Rutledge. 

‘The committee, to whom the memorial of Matthew 
Irwin was referred, reported, that they have conferred 
with the council of safety of Pensylvania, who say they 
have some salt, the quantity they cannot ascertain, which 
pti es are e willing ” Bell for mes use ae he eh bat-are 


"Resolved, That a said ponies ine the sean 
of safety of Pensylvania to sell to Mr. M. Irwin, for the 
use of the army, as much salt as they can possibly spare. 
_ The Marine Committee brought in a report, which was 
~ read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to 
employ such persons as they shall think proper, to execute 
the business entrusted to them, and report their names to 
Congress: . 

That the remainder of the report be postponed till to 

‘Morrow. 
The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 
To Thomas Dunahoo, a Canadian prisoner, for his allow- 


-1 The letter from the New York Convention is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
"gress, No. 67, I, folio 840. 
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ance from 13 July to 25 October, 1776, 15 weeks, at 1*/, 
dollars per week, 20 dollars: 

To Captain William Brady, of the late Colonel Steven - 
son’s batallion, for twelve riffles, purchased by him for 
the use of his company, 177 dollars: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1776 


Congress having received information that Timothy 
Dod, who was sent express from Boston to this House, 
has had his despatches I|from General Washington, (|. 
stolen from him at Bristol, in this state, 

Resolwed, That a committee of two be appointed, with 
powers to make every necessary enquiry, and to take | 
every step they think proper, for the recovery of the said 
despatches, and the discovery of the person or persons 
by whom the said papers were stolen; that if they shall 
have good reasons to suspect any person or persons, they 
immediately secure them till the further order of Con- 
gress, and return their names, with the causes of suspi- 
cion, to this house; that they dispose of the continental .- 
prisoners now there in such manner as they shall think 
best: 
That all civil officers be requested, and all continental 
military officers be ordered, to afford every assistance 
that may be required by the said committee. 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, and Mr. 
[Francis] Hopkinson. 

Resolved, That Colonel Cadwallader and Colonel Bayard 
be requested to accompany the said committee ||to Bristol. || 
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‘That 40, 000 dollars be advanced to James Mease for 
the public service; he to be accountable. 
6,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel Buckner, of the 
6 Virginia batallion, for the use of the said batallion; he 

to be accountable. ; 

Resolved, That Charles Hughes have leave to go to the 
West Indies in the schooner Thistle. 

A letter from Mr. [Richard] Bache was read: 

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. (George] Wythe, Mr. 
[Robert Treat] Paine, and Mr. [Philip] Livingston. 

Whereas the fortifying the entrance of the river of 
Cape Fear, in the state of North Carolina, will tend 
greatly to the advantage and security of that state, by 
furnishing a safe harbour for foreigners, and excluding 
the enemy’s ships: | 
Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to the con- 
vention of the state of North Carolina, that they do 
immediately fortify and secure, at the expence of their 
_ state, the entrance of the said river, by erecting batteries 
and other works of defence, by placing obstructions in 
_ proper parts of the said river, and pursuing such other 


? _, Measures, as, in their opinion, will best conduce to pre- 
' vent the introduction of the enemy’s ships, and protect 


the trade of the said state; and, in case heavy cannon 
cannot be procured in the state of North Carolina, it is 
further recommended to the said convention, that they 
apply to the state of South Carolina, requesting the loan 
_of such cannon as they can spare from their own necessi- - 
ties, who, it is not doubted, will contribute, as far as it 
_ may be in their power, to accomplish a purpose which 

will be of general utility to the southern states. 

Congress resumed. the consideration of the report of 

the Marine Committee: Whereupon, 
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That no private ships or vessels of war, merchant ships, 
and other vessels belonging to the subjects of these states, 
be permitted to wear pendants when in company with 
continental ships or vessels of war, without leave from 
the commanding officer thereof. ; 

That, if any. merchant ship or vessel shall wear pend- 
ants in company with continental ships or vessels of war, 
without leave first obtained from the commander thereof, 
such commander be authorized to take away the pendants 
from the offenders. 

That, if private ships or vessels of war refuse to pay 
the respect due to the continental ships or vessels of war, 
the captain or commander, so refusing, shall lose his 
commission.’ 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the report 
be postponed till to Morrow. 

The several matters to this day referred, being farther 
postponed, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1776 


The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Mr. Allen, for his expences in being detained here 
for the purpose of taking charge of the money for Vir- 
ginia, the sum of 17 20/90 dollars: 


1 Printed in the Pennsylvania Evening Posi, 6 November, 1776. 
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‘That a farther sum of 77 46/90 dollars be paid to Mr. 
Fairlamb, which will be the ballance due to him on his 
account as it now stands, exclusive of his request for a 
farther allowance on the ration stipulated in his con- 
tract, and of twenty seven cords of wood, not allowed for 
-want-of vouchers: 

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That the sum of 30 dollars be paid to Captain 
Moore, to enable him to proceed to Europe. 

A letter of this day from Colonel Moses Hazen was 
read ; 

A petition from Andrew Stalker, late commander of . 
the brigantine Three Friends, was read, praying for leave 
to depart the states of America, and revisit his native 
country. 

Resolved, That leave be granted. 

A petition from John Tillman was read. 

A letter from Governor Livingston, of the 25, was 


‘ read, and referred to the committee to whom a fommar 


letter from Governor Livingston was referred, namely, 
' Dr. [Benjamin] Rush, Mr. [George] Ross, and Mr. 
_ [Thomas] Lynch [Jr.]. 4 

Resolved, That 2,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel 
Scott, of the 5 Virginia batallion, for the use of his bat- 
-allion, he to be accountable. 

Resolwed, That 2,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel 
Hausegger, of the German batallion, for the use of his 
batallion, he to be accountable. 

The Board of War having recommended Jacob Mylé 
to be quarter master, and Eberhart Michael, pay master 
to the German batallion; 

Resolwed, That they be accepted, and commissions 
granted to them accordingly. 


1 This letter i is in the Papers of the Continental Congrese, No. 68, folio 227. 
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Mr. Duché having, by a letter to the president, ac- 
knowledged his obligations for the kind manner in which 
Congress have expressed their approbation of his services, 
requests, as he accepted their appointment from motives 
perfectly disinterested, that Me-—Haeneoek—willpleasete 
pet the 150 dollars voted to him, may be applied to the 
relief of the widows and children of such of the Pensy1- 
vania officers, as have fallen in battle in the service of 
their country :* 

Resolved, That the money be deposited with the council 
of safety of Pensylvania, to be applied agreeable to the 
request and desire of Mr. Duché. 

A memorial of Robert Jewell was read and referred to 
the committee on Governor Livingston’s letter. 

Resolved, That 1334 dollars be advanced to Evans and 
Stretch, the commanding officers of the guard going with 
money and cloathing to the northern army, they to be 
accountable. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Mons. Pierre Gamelin, a prisoner from Canada, for 
his allowance from 26 March to 28 October, inclusive, 
being 31 weeks, at 2 dollars a week, 62 dollars: 

To Marcus Lucullus Ryall, a prisoner, for his allowance 
from 22d August to 24 October, inclusive, being 9 weeks, 
at 2 dollars, 18 dollars: 

To Lieutenant Jacob Schalch, a prisoner, for his allow- 
ance from 19 July to 25 October, inclusive, being 14 
weeks, at 2 dollars, 28 dollars: 

To Dr. James Gill, a prisoner, for his allowance from 
19 July to 25 October, inclusive, being 14 weeks, at 2 dol- 
lars, 28 dollars: 

To Lieutenant Simon Evans, a prisoner, for his allow- 
ance from 23 August to 18 October, inclusive, being 8 
weeks, at 2 dollars, 16 dollars: 


1Mr. Duché’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 75. 
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To Pelatiah Webster for 200 Ibs. of rhubarb, 600 
dollars: 

To Alexander Middleton, of the 5th Virginia batallion, 
for his account of medicines, board, nursing, and neces- 
saries for the sick of the said regiment, 86 60/90 dollars: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The committee, to whom were referred the resolutions 
of the convention of Maryland, brought in a report, which 
was taken into consideration: Whereupon, 

' Resolved, That the president write to the convention of 
Maryland, and inform them, that their resolutions rela- 
tive to their paying ten dollars in lieu of the 100 acres of 
land, determined by Congress to be given to such non- 
- commissioned officers and soldiers as shall enlist to serve 
during the war, will, (in the opinion of this house,) if 
carried into execution, prove extremely detrimental to 
these states, as it will, in all probability, induce such sol- 
diers as are to compose the remainder of the levies, to 
require an equal sum from the United States, and by 
- refusing to inlist until their demands shall be complied 
with, compel the Congress to the immediate payment of 


- an additional bounty, far beyond what is reasonable: 


That this house, being satisfyed with the propriety of 
offering land to the soldiery, as an inducement to inlist in 
_ the service, cannot rescind the said resolution, and are of 
opinion, that the faith, which this house, (by virtue of 

the power with which they were vested,) has plighted, 
must be obligatory upon their constituents; that no one 
state can, by its own act, be released therefrom, and that 
the interest of the United States would be deeply and 
injuriously affected, should the Congress, at this time, 
consent to a compromise between any state and the forces 
to be by them raised : 
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That the said convention, by their said resolutions, 
seem to apprehend, that their state would be obliged, in 
their individual capacity, to make good the bounty of land 
hereafter to be given to the soldiery; whereas, it was the 
intention of Congress to provide the said land at the 
expence of the United States: 

That the said convention be requested to reconsider the 
said resolutions, and to give to their commissioners, 
appointed to repair to the camp, such instructions as will 
enable them to carry into execution the views of Con- 
gress: That the said convention be informed, that the 
pay master general has been furnished with a sum of 
money for the purpose of paying the bounty of 20 dollars 
ordered by Congress to such soldiers as shall inlist to 
serve the United States during the war. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Marine Committee: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the rank of officers of marines be the 
same as officers of similar commissions in the land 
service: 

That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines in 
the continental navy, be entitled to one half of merchant- 
men, transports, and store ships by them taken, from and 
after the first day of November, 1776, to be divided 
amongst them in the shares and proportions fixed by 
former resolutions of Congress: 

That the commanders, officers, seamen and marines, in 
the continental navy, be entitled to the whole value of 
all ships and vessels of war belonging to the crown of 
Great Britain, by them made prize of, and all privateers _ 
authorized by his Britannic Majesty to war against these 
states, to be divided as aforesaid.* 


1 Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 6 November, 1776. 
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Resolved, That the part of the report relative to the 
rank and pay of naval officers, be referred to a special 
committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Robert] Morris, Mr. [William] 
Whipple, and Mr. R[ichard] H[{enry] Lee. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be re-com- 
mitted. . 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1776 


A letter, of the 28 October, from Brigadier General 
Greene, was read,’ and referred to the committee of 
intelligence. 

Resolved, That 2,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel 
Zebulon Butler, for the use of the two companies raised 
in the town of Westmoreland, he to be accountable: 

That leave be granted to Zebulon Butler, Esq’, or his 
agent, to purchase 50 bushels of salt belonging to the 
Continent, for the use of the continental troops raised in 
Westmoreland. 

A letter, of the 29, from Robert H[anson] Harrison, the 
General’s secretary, was read.” 

The committee appointed to make strict enquiry 
respecting some late despatches from head quarters, said 
to have been lost on Monday last at Bristol, reported, 

That they have pursued every probable method, that 
might lead to a discovery of the said despatches, without 
effect; that they have strictly and carefully examined 
every person, who could be supposed to haveany knowledge 


' 1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, I, folio 15. 
2Tbid., No. 152, III, folio 185. 
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of the circumstances related by the express, charged with 
the said despatches, respecting his loss, but can discover 
no traces of the robbery or stealth; that the said express 
does not give so clear and satisfactory an account of this 
matter as fully to exculpate himself in the opinion of 
your committee, and therefore have brought him back in 
order to submit him to the farther examination of Con- 
gress; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Timothy Dod, who had charge of the 
despatches from General Washington, and alledges he 
lost them at Bristol, be committed to the custody of Mr. 
[R.] Jewell, keeper of the public prison, to be safely kept 
till farther orders of Congress: 

That Mr. Jewell be directed to keep Timothy Dod in 
his own apartments and family, and not to permit any of 
the prisoners, nor any person, except those of his own 
family, to converse with him, till farther orders. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to pre- 
pare an effectual plan for suppressing the internal ene- 
mies of America, and preventing a communication of 
intelligence to our other enemies. 

The members chosen, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr. 
[George] Wythe, Mr. Rfichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. 
[James] Wilson, and Mr. [George] Ross. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to have the 
prisonersremoved from Bristol, and the public post roads, 
to some convenient places back in the country: 

That the said Board be directed to have a sufficient 
guard kept at the public prison, and over the continental 
stores in and near Philadelphia. 

_ Whereas, it has been represented to Congress, that sun - 
dry inhabitants of these United States, to keep supplies 
from the army, or promote their own interest, have 
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purchased considerable quantities of cloathing, and refuse 
to dispose of the same, unless upon extravagant or 
unreasonable terms; 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assemblies, 
conventions, councils or committees of safety of the 
several states, forthwith to take suitable measures for 
obtaining, for the use of the army, such necessary arti- 
cles, as being thus engrossed in their respective states, 
cannot be otherwise immediately procured, allowing to 
the owners reasonable prices for the same; and that laws 
be provided in each of the states, for effectually prevent- 
ing monopolies of necessaries for the army, or inhabit- 
ants of the same.’ 

Ordered, That the committee on-the-pest-efiee to whom 
Mr. Bache’s letter was referred, report, as soon as pos- 
sible, ways and means of establishing expresses, and 
- conveying intelligence & and from the army, with safety 
and despatch. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
-poned, | 

“Adjourned io 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1776 


Resolved, That 3,000 dollars be paid to Adam Bonfield, 
or order, and charged to the account of J. Trumbull, 
deputy pay master general in the northern department, 
it being in full of a draught in his favour by said Jona- 
than Trumbull, dated at Albany, 15 October, 1776. 

_ The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration; Whereupon, 

_ Resolved, That commissions be granted to fill up the 

vacancies in the 4th, 5th and 6th Virginia batallions, 


’ Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 6 November 1776. 
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agreeable to the list given in to the Board of War by 
General Stephen. 

Resolved, That 3,000 dollars be advanced to the dele- 
gates of Georgia, for the use of that state; the said 
delegates to be accountable. 

A petition from sundry ship joiners, was presented to 
Congress, and read, and referred to the Marine Committee. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order 
four companies of the Virginia batallion on the eastern 
shore, to march, under the command of a field officer, to 
Dover, in Delaware government, there to remain till far- 
ther orders. 

- Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the ways and means of supplying the treasury ; 
ees 


Resolved, That a sum of money be raised by way of a 
lottery, for defraying the expences of the next campaign, 
the lottery to be drawn in the city of Philadelphia: 

That the committee who brought in the plan report, be 
directed to ecomplete+the-same-by prepare the plan of a 
lottery, to fix the number of managers, the-+time—-when-the 
lottery-is-te-be-draws; and the security by them to be 
given, and report to Congress. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be postpones 
till to Morrow. 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to lay . 
before Congress, once every week, an account of what 
part of the last emission of money remains unexpended. 


?In margin is written: ‘‘ Reconsidered 16 Novr., when another plan was proposed.” 
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Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to supply 
the delegates of Georgia, for the use of that state, with a 
quantity of military stores, first informing Congress of the 
quantity applied for. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1776 


Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the ways and means of supplying the treas- 
ury; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Treasury Board be directed to pre- 
pare all the necessary materials, and to have ready atthe 
exeeuted for a new emission five millions of dollars, to 
be issued when Congress shall direct: 

That five hundred thousand dollars be speedily issued 
in small notes of two thirds, one third, one sixth, and one 
ninth of a dollar.’ 

A petition from John Bates was read, and referred to 
the committee who contracted with him. 

Resolved, That a farther sum of 3,000 dollars be ad- 
vanced to Colonel Moses Hazen, for the purpose of 
recruiting his regiment; he to be accountable. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Isaac Dennis, and to be paid to Francis Lewis, Esq’ 
for dieting 80 men, and oats, &c. for horses of Captain 
Thomas Price’s company, in New York government, 
13 674/90 dollars: 

To Bartholomew Von Heer, for his pay as brigade 
major, from 20th June to 20th October, being four months, 
_at 38 dollars, 132 dollars. 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 


1 This resolution was not carried into effect, or any part of the bills printed. 
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The committee to whom Governor Livingston’s letter 
was referred, brought in a report, which was read: 


The committee, to whom Governor Livingston’s letter concerning 
some prisoners sailors in New Jersey was referred, beg leave to report, 
that they have taken into their consideration the unparalleled inhu- 
manity and alarming tendency of a late act of parliament for obliging 
sailors taken on board American vessels to fight against their brethren 
and country; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Sailors lately taken on board the Sloops Phiri: 
the Sally, and the Mary, except such of them as belong to the United 
States, be immediately put on board some of the armed vessels of the 
United States, and compelled to fight against their-ferm-—brethren-and 
the Enemies of this country, in-erder-that and by thus executing the 
great and necessary law of retaliation, our Enimies may be induced to 
put a stop to a practice so dishonourable to human nature, and first 
taught the world by the british nation. 

Resolved, that this resolution be extended to all Sailors hereafter 
taken on board british vessels. : 

That Robert Colefax, Richard Williams and Peleg Mansfield, natives 
of eet be permuted to return to Sand families i in New England. 


Ordered, To lie on the table. 

esolved, That the consideration of employing M. Roche 
de Fermoy be postponed to Monday next. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


‘ October 3, 1776, Governor Livingston represented the distressing situation of the 
prisoners in Somerset gaol, at Milton. Congress (October 16) desired the names and 
characters of the prisoners. These were given by Livingston on October 25, and, 
with a memorial of Robert Jewell, were referred to a committee. 

This report, in the writing of Benjamin Rush, is in the Papers of the Conitenial 
Congress, No. 19, ITI, 581. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1776 


The Honorable Matthew Thornton, esq. a delegate from 
New Hampshire, attended, and produced his credentials, 
which were read as follows: 

Stare or New Hampsuire, 
In the House of Representatives, Sepiem™ 12", 1776. 

Voted, That the Hon*' Matthew Thornton, Esq! be, and hereby is, 
appointed a Delegate to represent this State at the Continental Con- 
gress, for one Year next ensuing. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

P. Waite, Speaker. 
In Counci., Hodem Die, Read and concurred: 
E. Tompson, Secretary. 
A Copy, Examined by 
E. Tuompson, Secretary. 


Two letters, of the 25 October and 1 November, from 
R. H. Harrison, General Washington’s secretary; one 
from R. Stockton and G. Clymer, of the 26th October; 
one from General Schuyler, dated Saratoga, 23 October, 
were laid before Congress, and read, and referred to the 
Board of War. 

A letter, of the 19 October, from G. Mason, chairman 
of ||the committee of|| Fairfax county, in Virginia, enclos- 
ing a resolution of the council of Virginia, was read and 
referred to the Board of War." 

Whereas it is manifest, that unless effectual measures 
are immediately taken for re-inlisting the army, the safety 
of the states may be greatly endangered ; 

ftesolved, That the president be desired to write to the 
commander in chief and inform him that if, upon receipt 
of this resolution, commissioners from the respective 

1 These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folios 181 


and 193., Schuyler’s letter is in No. 153, II, folio 463. That of Stockton and Clymer, 
written from Saratoga, isin No. 78, XX, folio 69. That of Mason is in No. 71, I, folio67. 
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states, for the purpose of appointing officers, shall not 
have arrived, he is then, after consulting and advising 
with such of his generals as he can conveniently call 
together, immediately to grant warrants to such of the 
officers from the respective states, who have not com- 
missioners present authorized as aforesaid, as he shall 
think deserving of commissions: 

That the officers so to be appointed proceed with the 
utmost expedition, to recruit their regiments to their full 
complement: 

That commissions be sent to General Washington as 
soon as possible, to be given to such officers as he shall 
appoint by warrant, in consequence of the foregoing 
resolution : . 

That the commander in chief be desired to take such 
steps as he shall think most proper for continuing the 
militia now in camp. 

That, for this purpose, he write to such of the states as 
now have militia in the government of New York, request - 
ing their assistance in this business; and that he farther 
be desired to apply to the neighbouring states for such 
additional aid as he may require; 

That a letter to the same import be written to General 
Schuyler. 

The committee, to whom the letter from Thomas Cush- 
ing was referred, brought in a report, which was read. 

It being represented that some of the marines in the 
barracks are sick, 

Resolved, That Doct‘ Rush be desired to take them under 
his care, and see them properly provided for. 
Resolved, That Mr. [William] Hooper be added to the 
committee to whom Mr. Bache’s letter was referred, and 
that the said committee be directed to meet on the busi- 

ness this evening at this place. 
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Resolved, That the waggon master general be directed to 
take charge of the horses belonging to the Continent, and 
prepare them for service, as soon as possible. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 


poned, 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow.* 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1776 


Benjamin Harrison, Esq' a delegate from Virginia, 
attended and produced the credentials of hig appoint- 
ment, which were read as follows: 


In true House or Detueates, Thursday, Oct. 10, 1776. 
Vireinia. Sct. 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, proceeded, by Ballot, 
to the Appointment of a Delegate to represent this State in General 
Congress, in the Room of Thomas Jefferson, Esq" and the Members 
having prepared Tickets for the person to be appointed, and put the 
same into the Ballot Box, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Clayton, 
Mr. Starke and Mr. Richard Cary, were appointed a Committee to 
meet a Committee to be appointed by the Senate, and jointly with 


1A letter, dated Pittsburgh, September 25, 1776, from the Commissioners for Indian 
Affairs in the Middle Department |Thomas Walker, John Harvie, John Montgomery 
and J. Yeates], is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, X XIII, folio 305, 
With it isa report made upon it by the standing Committee on Indian Affairs. This 
report isin the writing of George Wythe, but contains no note of its submission to 
Congress or of any action taken. The letter from the Commissioners has a note: 
‘Report made 4 [?] Novt”? Although I am uncertain of the date, the report is here 
given: 

“The committee for indian affairs have considered a letter, addressed to them from 
the commissioners for indian affairs in the middle department, dated at Pittsburg, 
the twenty first day of September last, and have come to the following resolution 
thereupon, viz. ; 

“Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the commissioners for indian 
affairs in the middle department, from the intelligence communicated to them of the 
motions and preparations of some tribes of indians, and from the dispositions of others 
well known to be hostile, had cause to apprehend that an attack upon Pittsburg, or 
incursions into some parts of Virginia or Pennsylvania, would be made by those sav- 
ages; and therefore acted prudently in calling in forces for protection and defense.”’ 
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them to examine the Ballot Boxes, and report to the House, upon 
whom the Majority fell. 

Ordered, That Mr. Treasurer do acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The Committee then withdrew, and after sometime returned into 
the House, and reported, that they had met a Committee from the 
Senate in the Conference Room, and had, jointly with them, examined 
the Ballot Boxes, and that the Numbers appeared as follows: For 
Benjamin Harrison, Esq? 69—Meriwether Smith, Esq? 5. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Benjamin Harrison be appointed 
a Delegate to represent this State in General Congress. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Thanks of this House are justly 
due to the said Benjamin Harrison, for the Diligence, Ability and 
Integrity, with which he executed the important Trust reposed in 
him as one of the Delegates from this Country to the General Congress. 


A Copy: Jon Tazswew., Clerk of the House of Delegates.’ 


Resolved, That Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison be added to 
the Board of War, and that he be continued in all those 
standing committees, of which he was a member, when 
he left Congress. 

A letter from R. H. Harrison, of the 31 October, was 
read. 

The Board of Treasury brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That all accounts for services done, or articles 
supplied the northern army, be presented to the commis- 
sioners ||for settling accounts, || and so much thereof as is 
approved by them, and confirmed by the general, be paid 
by his warrants on the pay master, after the commis- 
sioners have certified thereon, that the accounts and 
vouchers are returned to them by the persons receiving 
such warrants: 

That all warrants of the general on the pay master for 
services to be performed, or articles to be supplied, be 
sent by the pay master to the office, and entered in the 


1The original is in the Papers of the Continental ae Virginia, Credentials of 
Delegates. 
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books of the commissioners; after which, the said com- 
missioners shall, as soon as they shall judge expedient, 
call to account the persons receiving such advances; and 
having settled the said accounts, they shall be filed in 
their office: 

That where any balance appears to be due to the United 
States, from persons whose accounts are adjusted as afore- 
said, they shall be received by the commissioners, and 
delivered to the pay master, whose receipts therefor shall 
be transmitted to the Treasury: 

That the commissioners be empowered to administer 
- oaths or affirmations to persons examined by them in the 
execution of their office. 

That the general’s and pay master’s accounts be sent 
to the treasury office by the commissioners, together with 
the pay rolls and accounts discharged by the same, upon 
their adjusting the accounts of the northern army to the 
end of the present campaign. 

Resolved, That the commissioners appointed to settle 
the accounts of the army near New York, be directed to 
govern their conduct agreeable to the foregoing resolu- 
tions. 

Resowed, That the following instructions be given to 
the commissioners of the northern army: 

1. That, in adjusting the accounts of persons, whose 
particular circumstances may have rendered them unable 
to procure vouchers, or that, on the retreat of the army, 
have lost the same, the commissioners endeavour to obtain 
the best information from the general officers, or other 
persons in that department, and use a discretionary power 
in administering oaths or affirmations for this purpose. 

2. That there not having been a muster master in the 
northern army during the last and present campaign, the 
commissioners are particularly to attend to the pay rolls 
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that shall be produced as vouchers by the pay master, and 
should any frauds appear, to report them to the general, 
that the same may be thoroughly investigated. 

3. That in other instances, the commissioners are not 
to interfere in the muster or pay rolls, unless, in partic- 
ular cases, it shall be judged expedient by the general 
and themselves. 

4. That the commissioners are not to concern them- 
selves in disputes about back rations or allowances for 
vegetables said to be due to some officers and soldiers, 
but are to leave them with the commissary, whose busi- 
ness it is to regulate such disputes. 

5. That where any person has done the duty of a deputy 
or assistant commissary, by desire of a general officer, or 
the commissary or deputy commissary generals, he be 
allowed for his services, although he has not received a 
commission for that purpose. 

6. That demands for defending the frontiers of any of 
the states, if on account of troops not raised by order of 
Congress, are not to be considered by the commissioners. 

7. That the commissioners certify to the general the 
accounts to be paid in specie, that if the military chest is 
supplied, the general may issue his warrant accordingly. 

8. That the commissioners send to the state of New 
Jersey, and to the states eastward thereof, for their 
accounts against the northern army, if such accounts are 
not forwarded agreeable to a circular letter from the 
Hroaeury 0 we said pence 


Resolved, That the president write to Governor Liv- 
ingston, and request him to send two companies of militia 
to guard the salt works near Tom’s river, and one com- 
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pany to-be stationed at or near Shrewsbury, to intercept 
and put a stop to the intelligence said to be carrying on 
between the tories and Lord Howe’s fleet; that the com- 
panies consist of fifty men each. 

A petition from Joseph Traverses was presented to 
Congress, and read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That an order for one hundred dollars be 
drawn on the Treasurer in favor of the said Joseph 
Traverses; to be accounted for by him on the settlement 
and payment of his accounts. 

The committee to whom the letter from Richard Bache, 
Esq‘ comptroller of the post office, was referred, brought 
in a report, which was taken into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That for obtaining early and frequent intelli- 
gence from the camps at White Plains and Ticonderoga, 
or such other places as the armies now, or lately there, 
may march, or have marched to, and forwarding de- 
spatches to the commanding officers with the like expe- 
dition, the post master. general do immediately employ so 
many more riders, between Philadelphia and head quar- 
ters of these armies, as he shall judge will most effectually 
perform that very important, and, at this time more 
especially, necessary service; and that he endeavour, to 
the utmost of his power, to procure sober, diligent, and 
trusty persons to undertake it; and guard, in the best 
manner he is able, against robberies of the mails, or losses 
of their contents otherwise: 

That all ferry keepers be enjoined, as much as they are 
able, to expedite the passage of post riders and other 
persons charged with letters, despatches, or messages, 


. from and to Congress; and that it be recommended to the 


several legislatures of the United States, to enforce the 
observance of this resolution : 
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That expresses and special messengers, employed in the 
public service, taking and carrying private letters or 
packets, ought not to receive the wages they would other- 
wise be entitled to:? 

That the deputy post master at head quarters be allowed 
four rations, every day, out of the public stores there, for 
the subsistence of himself, and his riders, and servant. 

Congress took into consideration the case of the Cheva- 
lier Roche de Fermoy: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Chevalier Mathieu Alexis Roche de 
Fermoy, be appointed a brigadier general in the army of 
the United States. 

The committee to whom were referred the petition and 
accounts of Benjamin Eyre, brought in a report, which 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A petition from Jeremiah Cady was presented to Con- 
gress, and read: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the commissioners ap- 
pointed to audit and settle the accounts in the northern 
army, who are directed to report specially thereon. 

Certain resolutions from the convention of the state of 
New York were laid before Congress, and read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Francis] Hopkinson, Mr. 
[ William] Whipple, and Mr. [John] Hart. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


1 The last two paragraphs were printed in the Pennsylvania Gazeite, 13 November, 
1776. 
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- WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1776 


A letter, of the 3, from R. H. Harrison, enclosing a 
letter from Brigadier General Parsons of the 2d;' one 
from General Schuyler, dated at Saratoga, October 30 
last, with a copy of instructions to officers appointed to 
recruit for the service of the United States of America;? 
also a letter of the 31 October, from Jonathan Trumbull, 
deputy pay master general; and a letter of the 31 of the 
same month, from Governor Trumbull, with a resolve of 
the general assembly of Connecticut, appointing John 
Lawrence, Esq? of Hartford, commissioner to superin- 
tend the loan office, in that state, were read: 

Ordered, That the letter from General Schuyler, and 
that from Mr. Harrison, with the letter enclosed, be re- 
ferred to the Board of War: 

That from Governor Trumbull, and that from J. Trum- 
bull, pay master, to the Board of Treasury. 

Resolwed, That the letter from General Schuyler, of the 
29 August, which was received and read the 6 September, 
together with the memorial from Colonel Brown, and the 
officers’ certificate enclosed therein, be referred to the 
’ Board of Treasury. 

The Board of Treasury brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the report of a court of enquiry ap- 
pointed by General Schuyler, and held at Albany the 5 
October, in consequence of a resolution of Congress of the 
30 July last, confirming General Montgomery’s promise 
‘‘to give to the troops concerned in taking the vessels on 
the Sorrel, all the public stores, except ammunition and 
provisions, on board thereof,’’ be referred to the commis- 


1This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, 201. 
- *8Schuyler’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 158, II, folio 471. 
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sioners for adjusting the accounts of the northern army; 
that they be directed to make strict enquiry into the mat- 
ter, and inform themselves, by the evidence of persons 
who served at that time as quarter master and commissa- 
ries of stores in the said army, and of any others, what 
part, or whether all stores mentioned in the report, were 
taken for the public service; that they allow to the officers 
and men which they shall find entitled thereto, the amount 
of so many of the stores as shall appear to have been taken 
for the army as aforesaid, and have not been paid for, 
after deducting therefrom, such reasonable expences as 
have accrued to any of the captors in obtaining an adjust- 
ment of the prize money, and ordering the amount of 
such articles of the prize goods as the said captors have 
received, and were not given to them as bounties, to be 
deducted from their respective proportions; that the pay 
master be directed, upon receiving General Schuyler’s 
warrant for payment of the same to proportion it amongst 
such officers and men, as the general and commissioners 
shall direct, agreeable to the pay allowed by the estab- 
lishment at that time, without any regard to rations. 

The Marine Committee brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That three persons, well skilled in maritime 
affairs, be immediately appointed to execute the business 
of the navy, under the direction of the Marine Committee. 

The remainder of the report, at the request of a colony, 
was postponed till to Morrow. 

Resolved, That commissions be delivered to the cap- 
tains and subalterns of the sixth Virginia batallion, the 
dates to be filled up by Brigadier General Stephen. 

That 4,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel Lawson, of 
the 4th Virginia batallion, for the payment of said bat- 
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allion, he to be accountable, |land that the money be paid 
into the hands of Thomas Gaskins. ||' 

Two bills were presented to Congress; one drawn by 
General Lee, dated Petersburg, 28th September, 1776, 
for sixty four dollars; the other, by Jacob Morris, aid de 
camp to General Lee, of the same date, for one hundred 
and fifty dollars, both in favour of John Bannister, and 
drawn upon William Palfrey, Esq' pay master general, 
Philadelphia: 

Ordered, That they be 
paid, and charged to the account of General Lee. 

Resolved, That Wyllie Jones, Esq‘ of Halifax, Robert 
Smith, Esq’ of Edenton, and Alexander Telfer, Esq‘ of 
Halifax, or any two of them, be appointed to audit and 
settle the continental accounts in Virginia. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Benjamin Wallace, and to be paid to Charles Risk, 
for victualling 45 men of the flying camp, 4 45/90 dollars: 

To Francis Hopkinson, Esq' for his and James Wilson, 
Esq’ their expences, &c. at Bristol, to make enquiry 
respecting despatches sent from head quarters, and lost, 
by the express, 25 60/90 dollars: 

To Sebastian Miller, for the hire of a waggon with 
money from Philadelphia to Boston, 65 30/90 dollars: 

_ To John Gibson, Esq’ auditor general, for half a years’ 
ae due the 9th of October last, at—the—rate—of 
533 30/90 dollars: 

" Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The ship Lady Catharine, George Ord, master, which 
was sent out last winter, being returned, 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered 
and directed to settle the accounts of the voyage, and 


Qn margin is written in another hand: “ Order drawn in favour Thomas Gaskins, 
to be delivered Col. Lawson.’’ 
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report in what manner the cargo imported is to be dis- 
posed of, 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1776 


A petition from John Connolly, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to examine into the state of prisoners in the public gaol 
of Philadelphia. 

Whereas, the late Major General Ward, since his res- 
ignation of his trust, has continued in command, in the 
eastern department, at the request of the commander in 
chief, and still continues therein at the request of Con- 
gress; it is, therefore, 

Ordered, That he receive the pay of a major general, 
commanding in a separate department, from the 26th day 
of April last, being the time of his resignation, and until 
a suitable person shall be appointed to take the said com- 
mand in his stead, or it shall be otherwise ordered by 
Congress. 

Resolved, That Richard Bache be appointed post mas- 
ter general in the room of Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, who 
is absent. 

An appeal being on the first of this month lodged with 
the Secretary against the sentence passed in the court of 
Admiralty, for the port of Philadelphia, in the state of 
Pensylvania, in the libel ‘John Barry, qui tam &c. vs. 
the sloop Betsey, &c.”’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five, and 
that the said committee be empowered to hear and deter- 
mine upon the said appeal: 

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. [Robert 
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Treat] Paine, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [ William] Hooper, 
and Mr. [Edward] Rutledge. __ 

Resolved, That the resolution passed the 14 October last, 
‘‘that the allowance to officers of 11/3 dollar for inlisting 
soldiers be not extended or given on the reinlistment of 
the soldiers in camp,’’ be repealed, and the same hence- 
forth allowed. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That 266 2/3 dollars be advanced to Captain 
Francis Holland, and 133 1/3 dollars to Captain Robert 
Harris, both of the Maryland flying camp, they to be re- 
spectively accountable to the council of safety of that state 
for the said sums, which are to be for the use of, and 
charged to the account of, their respective companies: 

That 1,110 3/4 dollars be advanced to Captain Alexan- 
der Lawson Smith, of the Late Colonel Stevenson’s rifle 
regiment, to pay the subsistence money of, and to enable 
him to advance a month’s pay to the said company: 

That commissions be sent to General Schuyler, for 
Colonel Elmore’s regiment to be filled up according to the 
ranks and times of service of the officers of the said regi- 
ment; the general making such arrangement therein as 
he shall think just and proper: 

That commissions be also sent to General Schuyler, to 
be filled up with the names of the officers yet unprovided 
for, who have served in Canada, according to their ranks 
and merits, to complete Colonel Livingston’s regiment: 

That General Schuyler, agreeable to his request, have 
permission to repair to Congress, as soon as he shall be of 
opinion the ace will admit of his absence from his 
department: 

That General Schuyler be informed that Congress have 


L 
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repeatedly applied to Maryland on the subject of the Nan- 
ticoke Indians, without having received an answer; that 
application shall again be made, and information given 
him of the result: 

That General Schuyler be allowed to give such cloath- 
ing to the Indians as he shall think can be spared for that 
purpose: 

That the deputy muster master general, in the northern 
department, have the rank of lieutenant colonel in the 
army of the United States: 

That General Washington be requested to take proper 
steps for the trying all deserters from his army, and pun- 
ishing, in the most exemplary manner the articles will 
admit, all such officers and soldiers who shall be base 
enough disgracefully to leave the service of their country 
at this time of trial and danger. 

Resolved, That each of the persons to be appointed to 
execute the business of the navy, under the direction of 
the Marine Committee, be allowed the salary of fifteen 
hundred dollars per annum. . 

A letter from Colonel Miles to William Wister, was laid 
before Congress and read; wherein he intimates that an 
exchange may be accomplished of him for Mr. Foxcroft, 
and perhaps of Colonel Atlee, or Lieutenant Colonel 
Piper, for Mr. Dashwood: 

Resolwed, That the letter be transmitted to General 
Washington, and that he be desired to do enero what he 
shall yaaa ee 


The coal matters fi this ane metered: héing poet 
poned, 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1776 


A letter, of the 4th, from R. Dallam, deputy pay mas- 
ter general, was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That 5,000 dollars be paid to Gustavus Risberg, 
A. Q. M. general, and charged to the account of Richard 
Dallam, agreeable to the request of the said R. Dallam; 
and that the letter be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

. Resolved, That Doctor [John] Witherspoon have leave 
to take with him to Princeton, Archibald Gardiner, James 
Henderson, Peter Jack, and Hugh Ross, four of the 
prisoners lately sent to Philadelphia, and there to keep 
them till the farther orders of Congress. 

The committee appointed to devise means for prevent- 
ing the evils to be apprehended from the internal enemies 
of the United States, and hindering them from carrying 
on correspondence with the foreign enemies to the said 
states, brought in a report, which was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred for consideration to Mon- 
day next. 

A petition from Paul Christman, ensign in Captain 
William Keyser’s company, from Maryland, in the Ger- 
man batallion, was read, praying for leave to resign his 
commission : 

Resolved, That leave be granted. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, 

That there ought to be advanced to Colonel Valentine 
Crawford, one of the executors of the late Colonel Hugh 
Stephenson, on account of his estate, 100 dollars: 

That there is due to the following Canadian prisoners, 
and to be paid to Captain Chartier de Lotbinier, 253 30/90 
dollars: viz. 

To Captain Lotbinier, for his allowance, from 2d 
November, 1775, to 31st October, 1776, being 52 weeks, at 
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2 dollars, 104 dollars; of which he received from Gen- 
eral Schuyler, 14 60/90 dollars; remainder, 89 30/90 
dollars: 

To M. Tonancour, for his allowance, from 2d November, 
1775, to 31 October, 1776, 52 weeks, at 2 dollars, 104.0 
dollars : 

To M. Dechambault, his allowance, from the 31 August 
to 8th November, being 10 weeks, at 2 dollars, 20.0 dol- 
lars: 

To M. Fleurimont, his allowance, from the 31 August 
to the 8 November, 10 weeks, at 2 dollars, 20 dollars: 

To M. St. Ours, his allowance, from the 31 August to 
the 8 November, 10 weeks, at 2 dollars, 20 dollars: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
consider and report under what restrictions the suttlers, 
who supply the army, should be laid, and that the motions 
made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, and seconded, be referred 
to this committee: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. 
[George] Wythe, and Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 

A petition from James Budden and T. Lawrence was 
read, requesting ‘‘leave to export provisions to Turks’ 
Island, in order to bring in a load of salt from thence :”’ 

Resolved, That leave be granted. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mynheer N. D. Ottendorf be appointed 
a brevet captain in the service of the United States. 

Resolved, That Tuesday next be assigned for taking 
into consideration the trade of these colonies ||states.|| 

Resolved, That the sum of 2,666 2/3 dollars be advanced 
to the committee appointed to contract for making can- 
non; they to be accountable. 

20719—vot vi—06-———6 
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A letter from Tench Coxe, at Trenton, to John Tabor 
Kempe, Esq: of New York, was laid before Congress, 


Yerkes and leave requested to forward the same in order 
to obtain the release of Mrs. Lewis, who is detained |la 
prisoner]|] by the enemy on Long Island: . 

Resoled, That this matter be referred to the Board of 
War: 

That the delegates of New Jersey be directed to cause 
strict enquiry to be made through what channel Mr. 
Kempe conveyed the intelligence mentioned in the fore- 
going letter. 

Resolved, That 120 dollars be advanced to Captain 
' George Gibson, of the first ‘battalion of Virginia, he to 
account with the pay master general on the settlement of 
his accounts. 

A letter from James Sullivan was read, and referred to 
the Board of War. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1776 


“Resoled, That two months’ pay, being 250 dollars, be 
advanced to Brigadier General Roche de Fermoy, he to 
be accountable: 

That he be ordered to repair to the northern army at 
Ticonderoga, and put himself under the command of 
General Schuyler. 

A letter of the 3d from Timothy Danielson, chairman 
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of a committee of the general assembly of the state of 
Massachusetts bay, appointed to officer and inlist seven 
batallions out of the officers and soldiers in the conti- 
nental army near White Plains, with sundry papers 
enclosed, was read :' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [Rd 
ward] Rutledge, and Mr. [George] Wythe. 

Resolved, That two months’ pay be advanced to Cap- 
tain Ottendorf; and that he be ordered to repair to head 
quarters, near White Plains, and put himself under the 
command of General Washington. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, - 

To Robert Towers, commissary, for sundry articles 
purchased by him by direction of the Board of War, and 
to be charged to the account of the said Board, 526 74/90 
dollars: 

That 3,280 dollars be advanced to Captain Casdorp, to 
pay the arrearages due his company of carpenters sent to 
Ticonderoga: for which he is to account: 

That 50,000 dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, deputy 
pay master general for the flying camp; he to be ac- 
countable: 

Ordered, That the said sums be paid. 

The committee appointed to consider and report under 
what restrictions the suttlers, who supply the army, ought 
to be laid, brought in a report, which was read; and, 
after some debate thereon, 

Resolved, That a Sutler be appointed for y° Army at New York, 
whose Business it shall be to provide at y® cheapest Rate for y° Sol- 
diers, full Supplies of such necessary Articles as the General shall 
direct. 


1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 65, I, folio 131. 
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That for this purpose he be supplyed with Money by y° General’s 
Warrants on y® paymaster, and provide such a Number of Assistants 
and Deputies, as y° General shall direct; each of whom to be approved 
by the General and allowed the pay and Rations of a 

That to y° Cost, Transportation, and other Expences of y° Articles 
which he shall purchase, be added 10 per Ct. 

That from his general Store, he shall order Supplies to be delivered 
to his Deputies, who shall be stationed in such different Parts of y® 
Army as may be most convenient for supplying y°* Troops. 

That he keep constantly posted at his Stores and also recorded, the 
prices to be given by y° Soldiers for y° Goods supplyed by y° Deputy 
Sutlers, to which y* Soldiers may recur for preventing Impositions. 

That he keep an Account of y* Articles delivered to his Deputies, 
and direct them once a Week to make Return of such as have been 
sold, together with y° Money arising from y Sale; and Also of y* 
Articles remaining on Hand, as often as y° Sutler shall judge it 
necessary. 

That Rum or other Spirits shall not be supplied to any non Com- 
mission officer or Soldier, without permit from y° commanding officer 
of his respective Company. : 

That y® Deputy Sutler shall once a Month present a List of y® Debts 
due to them from y° Soldiers, to y° paymasters of their respective 
Regiments, who shall make y® proper stopages and discharge y° same. 

That y° Sutler invest y° Money which from Time from Time he shall 
receive from y* Deputies in new Supplies for y® Army. 

That should any of his Deputies be detected in taking for Goods a 
higher price than- he shall have affixed thereto, or neglect to adjust 
their Accounts as before directed, the same be by him forthwith 
removed. 

That he make monthly payment to his Deputies of y° Salaries 
allowed them by Congress, and be himself allowed y° pay and Rations 
of a 

That he adjust his Accounts at y® End of y* Campaign with y® Com- 
missioners of Accounts, or oftener, if they shall judge it necessary, 
and charge therein y° Salary granted as aforesd. 

That on a final Settlement of his Accounts he return to y* paymaster 
y° Sums supplyed him from y° military Chest, and deliver to such 
person as y® General shall appoint y° Balance arising by profits on y° 
Sale of Goods, to be distributed amongst y* widows of such non Com- 
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mission officers and Soldiers, as may have lost their Lives in y® Army 
during y° ensuing Campaign. 

That he take an Oath to y° faithful Discharge of his Duty.! 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereat be 
postponed to Monday. 

Congress having received intelligence that a free and 
open communication and correspondence is kept up with 
the enemy on Staten Island and New York, from Eliza- 
bethtown, Newark, and the parts adjacent, to the great 
detriment of the American cause: It is therefore recom- 
mended to the governor, council, and assembly of the 
state of New Jersey, to take the most speedy and effec- 
tual measures to stop all communication between that 
state and the enemy’s quarters, that shall not be directed 
by proper authority. 

A memorial from Lawrence Bowden, late master of the 
ship Royal Exchange, taken by the Columbus, ship of war, 
was presented to Congress and read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Tuesday next, 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into 
consideration the means of supporting the credit of the 
continental currency. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1776 


A letter, of the 6, from General Washington; and one, 
of the 8th, from Brigadier General Mercer;’ were read, 
and referred to the Board of War. 


1This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 21, folio 33. See note 4 on p. 1039, post. 

? Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, 
folio 213. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V,1. That of Mercer is 
in No. 159, folio 214. 
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A letter from R. Bache, was read, and referred to the 
Board of Treasury. 

Resolved, That Colonel James Livingston have leave to 
recruit his regiment in any of the United States. 

A petition from Charles Noel Romand, Sieur de Lisle, 
captain in the corps of artillery in the service of France, 
was read and referred to the Gommittee—appointed—to 

Board of War. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered and 
directed immediately to confer with the council of safety 
of Pensylvania, or a committee by them appointed, on 
the best ways and means of defending this city |lof Phila- 
delphia, || in case it should be attacked. 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Treasury, or either 
of them, be empowered to administer oaths to persons 
whom they shall examine or employ in executing the 
resolutions of Congress. . 

The committee to whom the letter from Timothy Dan- 
ielson, and the papers enclosed therein, were referred, 
brought in a report, which was taken into consideration; 
and, after debate, 
| Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


_ TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1776 


A letter, of the 10th, from General Mifflin; one, of the 
10th, from Richard Dallam; and one, of the 9, from Dr. 
Shippen, were read.’ 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there i is due, 


1 The letter of Mifflin is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 161, folio 1. 
That os Dr.  Shippen is in No. 78, xx, folio 75. 
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To George Stultz, for iron work, and repairing a con- 
tinental light waggon, 12 60/90 dollars: 

To John Tyler, for bayonet scabbards, and repairing 
arms for the German batallion, 82 30/90 dollars: 

To Mons. Lotbinier, a Canadian chaplain, for his pay 
and rations, from 10 October to 10 November, 41 30/90 
dollars: 

To Doctor Beaumont, a prisoner, of the 26th regiment, 
for his allowance from 21 July to 3 November, inclusive, 
being 15 weeks, at 2 dollars a week, 30 dollars: 

To William M’Leod, a prisoner, of the 59th regiment, 
for his allowance from 21 July to 3 November, inclusive, 
being 15 weeks, at 2 dollars per week, 30 dollars: 

That there is to be paid to Daniel du Chemin, for the 
allowance due to Messrs. Hertel, Giasson, and la Magda- 
laine, Canadian prisoners, from the 1 August to 6th No- 
vember, inclusive, being 14 weeks, at 2 dollars a week, is 
28 dollars each, 84 dollars: 

That there should be paid to Joel Zane, for the allow- 
ance due to Lieutenant Hamar, of the 7th regiment, from 
20 July to 1 November, inclusive, being 15 weeks, at 2 
dollars a week, 30 dollars; and to Captain Swan, of the 
26th regiment, from 21 June to Ist November, being 19 
weeks, at 2 dollars, 38 dollars; the whole 68 dollars: 

To James Budden, for his, and others of the light horse, 
their expences as an escort with money to New York, 82 
dollars, and for his expences with General Prescot from 
Reading to Philadelphia, 24 42/90 dollars; both sums 
making 106 42/90 dollars: 

To William Woodhouse, for wafers for the use of Con- 
gress, 1 12/90 dollars: . 

To Thomas Smith, for paper for the use of the com- 
missioners for the New York department, 15 78/90 dollars: 

That there should be paid to Dr. Rush, 625 dollars for 
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5 months’ advance pay to Brigadier General Thompson, 
he to be accountable: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The Committee of Treasury, to whom that part of the 
petition and memorial of John Brown, Lieutenant Colo- 
nel of the regiment commanded by Colonel Elmore, pray - 
ing that his extraordinary services in Canada, last year, 
may be considered, was referred, brought in a report, 
which was read: 


The committee, to whom that part of the petition and memorial of 
John Brown, Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment commanded by Colo- 
nel Elmore, praying that his extraordinary services in Canada last year 
may be considered, was referred, have examined the matter thereof; 
and report, that, according to the narrative of Colonel Browne, con- 
tained in his letter to Major General Schuyler, he performed many 
valuable services in Canada; that he was instrumental in procuring 
useful intelligence of the number and strength of the british forces 
and armed vessels there, and of the inclinations and designs of the 
inhabitants and savages; that he cut off the communication between 
Saint John’s and the circumjacent country, surprized Laprairie, took 
Chamblé, captivated prisoners, and seised stores and other things; and 
that during the whole campaign he was almost continually in some 
' active employment, by night as well as by day, suffering much fatigue 
and hardship, and frequently exposed to dangers; that these allega- 
tions are in some measure supported partly by letters to Congress from 
the late Brigadier General Montgomery, dated the 19 and 94 of Sep- 
tember, 16 and 20 of October, 3 of November, and 5 of December, 
1775, with the articles of capitulation at Chamblé when it was surren- 
dered, and partly by a certificate signed by Colonels James Livingston 
and Timothy Bedel, Major Robert Cockran, and Captains Gershom 
Motte and William Satterlee. That on the eighth day of November, 
1775, the Congress in their instructions to the gentlemen appointed to 
repair to Ticonderoga, authorised them, among other things, to assure 
Major Brown and Major Livingston, ‘that Congress had a just sense of 
their important services, and would take the first proper opportunity 

to reward them.’ 

’ But it appears to the committee, that, if Colonel Brown be rewarded 
by promotion in military rank, which is supposed to have been designed 
by that assurance, his eye-sight is so impaired by the cold weather last 
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winter that he will not be able to perform the duty of his office, unless 
it be in some stationary post. It is therefore upon the whole matter 
submitted to Congress to determine whether any further provision 
ought to be made for him or in what other manner, he having been 
[29 July, 1776] promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel from that 
of major.' 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A letter to Willing & Morris, from Samuel Smith, mas- 
ter of the Hancock & Adams, (who, on his passage to 
Philadelphia, was taken by the Gamecock privateer, of 
Rhode Island, commanded by Timothy Pierce, and car- 
ried into Bedford, in the Massachusetts bay) dated Bed- 
ford port, November 1, was laid before Congress and read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Secret Committee, 
and that they report the cargo of the Hancock & Adams, 
and how it ought to be disposed of. 

The Board of War, ||to whom a request from the state 
of Virginia was referred,|| brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the demands of the Continent for cannon 
are at present of so pressing a nature that none can be 
spared for the particular use of any state; but, as soon as 
a sufficient quantity of ordnance is supplied to the United 
States, the request of the state of Virginia, to be permitted 
to purchase cannon at Hughes’s works, shall be complied 
with. 

That Monsieur Romand de Lisle be appointed a major 
of artillery in the service of the United States, and sent 
to General Washington, to be employed as he shall think 
proper. i 

A petition from James M’Connaughy was read,” and 
referred to the Board of War. 


1The report is in the writing of George Wythe, and is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental. Congress, No. 19, I, folio 419. 

2This petition, without date, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, V, 
folio 31, 
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A memorial from Azariah Dunham was 8 presented to 
Congress, and read: 

- Ordered, That it be referred to the council of safety of 
Pensylvania. 

A letter, of the 9th, from General Washington, enclos- 
ing a letter of the 31 of October from General Gates, at 
Ticonderoga, was read. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the letter of Timothy Danielson; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Congress, that if the 
soldiers to be raised by the state of Massachusetts bay, 
be inlisted on the terms offered to them, which are more 
advantageous than what are offered to other soldiers serv- 
ing in the same army, it would much retard, if not totally 
impede, the inlistment of the latter, and produce discon- 
tent and murmur, unless Congress should equally increase 
the pay of these, which, it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress, would universally be reprobated as an immoderate 
expence, and complained of as a grievous burden by those 
-who must bear it; and, therefore, that the committee from 
the state of Massachusetts bay be desired not to inlist their 
men on the additional pay offered by the assembly of that 
state. 

Upon re-considering the resolution of the 16th of Sep- 
tember last, for raising eighty eight batallions to serve 
- during the present war with Great Britain, Congress being 
of opinion, that the readiness of the inhabitants of these 
states to enter into the service for limited times, in defence 
of their invaluable privileges, on all former occasions, 
gives good ground to hope the same zeal for the public 
good will appear in future, when necessity calls for their 
assistance, and, least the uncertain length of time which 


2 Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continenial Congress, No. 152, III, 219. 
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forces, raised during the continuance of the war, may be 
compelled to serve, may prevent men from inlisting who 
would otherwise readily manifest their attachment to the 
common cause, by engaging for a limited time; therefore, 

ResolWed,.'That all non-commissioned officers and sol- 
diers who do not incline to engage their service during 
the continuance of the present war, and shall inlist to 
serve three years, unless sooner discharged by Congress, 
shall be entitled to, and receive all such bounty and pay 
as are allowed to those who inlist during the continuance 
of the present war, except the one hundred acres of land; 
which land is to be granted to those only who inlist with - 
out limitation of time. And each recruiting officer is 
required to provide two distinct inlisting rolls, one for such 
to sign who inlist during the continuance of the war, and 
the other for such as inlist for three years, if their service 
shall be so long required.’ 


1“ Tncloged you have another Resolve which the necessity of recruiting an army 
immediately to the Eastward has rendered proper. Congress, tho’ well convinced 
of the utility of enlisting men during the War, as it would tend to prevent the frequent 
calls for bounty upon new enlistments, and obviate the difficulties which would result 
from troops leaving Camp when their services are most essential, and when perhaps 
the fate of America might depend upon their stay, that-we might have an army 
enured to service and discipline, thought proper to direct them to be raised during 
the war. An application from the State of Mass‘, accompanied with the informa- 
tion that Connecticut and Rhode Island were pursuing similar and equally improper 
means to compleat their levies, finding that these States urged as an excuse for their 
extraordinary bounties, the insurmountable difficulties ‘which they met with in 
recruiting men during the war, suggesting that Soldiers complained of such an engage- 
mentas a contract for perpetual servitude, the Continental Congress thought proper 
to relax and shorten the terms of Enlistment, agreeable to the Resolve which I send 
you herewith and which the above will fully explain.”’ William Hooper to the 
Provincial Congress, 16 November, 1776. Colonial Records of North Carolina, X, 907. 

‘“‘ By this express you will probably receive a resolve which Congress have been 
forced into by the additional bounty and pay which have been offered by some of 
the New England States, and the additional bounty which hath been offered in one 
of them. This measure is condemned by many members of Congress, and by our 
General. It will, they say, necessitate the other States to do the same, which will 
greatly enhance the continental debt and expense; or we must have an army doing 
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The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 33, 1776 


A letter, of the 12 of October, from Joseph Trumbull, 
commissary general, was read;' Whereupon, 

Resolved, That 40,000 dollars be advanced to Thomas 
Lowry, and charged to the account of Mr. J[oseph] Trum- 
bull, agreeable to his request. 

The Marine Committee having recommended Colonel 
John Nixon, and John Wharton, as fit persons to execute 


the same services for different rewards, which would occasion jealousies, envyings 
and discord among the soldiers, to the great injury of the public service. As we 
have only offered an additional bounty, we are less culpable in the estimation of 
those who condemn the deviation from the original resolve, than any of the trans- 
gressors. It is now in the option of soldiers to enlist for three years without the 
grant of land, or during the war with it. This alternative, with the retiring of the 
enemy, will, I hope, answer the purpose.’”’ William Hillery to Governor Cooke, 
16 November, 1776. Rhode Island in the Continental Congress, 99. 

“T have seen your opinion to our Commissioners, that they should proceed and 
inlist our troops for three years. JI am apprehensive you do not see the opinion and 
object of Congress in its fullest extent. The Congress will agree that Maryland may 
raise her troops for three years, but have declared, and now hold, our State bound 
to contribute her proportion of the expense attending the procuring of lands for the 
officers and soldiers furnished by other States for the war. 

‘‘We have proposed and urged on Congress that the question as to the procuring 
lands at the expense of the United States, and our claim thatthe back lands acquired 
from the Crown of Great Britain in the present war, should be a common stock for 
the benefit of the United States, and should remain open for the determination of 
some future Congress. 

‘*We have proposed that any State which may raise its quota for the war and give 
a bounty in lieu of land should indemnify the United States from any claim from 
their officers and soldiers who received an allowance in lieu of land, and that such 
State should not be chargeable to the United States for any part of the expense 
attending the procuring of lands for the officers and soldiers of the other States who 
shall furnish troops for the war. Both these propositions have been rejected. This 
day a resolve passed that each State be at liberty to inlist for the war or three years. 
What our Commissioners will do I know not, nor can I advise them. I am amazed 
at the obstinacy of Congress.” Samuel Chase to the Council of Safety of Maryland, 21 
November, 1776. Force, American Archives, Fifth Series, III, 788. 

1 This letter had already been read on October 16, ante. 


November, 1776 947 


the business of the navy, under the direction of the 
Marine Committee, 

Resolved, That they be accepted. 

A letter, of the 10 November, from M. Tilghman, pres- 
ident of the convention of Maryland, enclosing sundry 
resolutions of that body, relative to the raising their 
quota of the new levies, was laid before Congress, and 
read :* 

Ordered, That Mr. President furnish the commissioners 
of the said state, sent therefrom to raise their levies, with 
the resolution of yesterday, admitting the new levies to 
inlist for three years only, and, at the same time inform 
them, that, if the inhabitants of that state will inlist to 
serve during the continuance of the present war, they 
already have the faith of the United States of America 
pledged for the land to be granted to such soldiers.? 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Mons. la Marque, a Canadian prisoner, for his 
allowance from the 31 August to the 8 November, inclu- 
sive, being 10 weeks, at 2 dollars per week, 20 dollars, to be 
paid to Mons. de la Magdalaine: 

To Captain Thomas Gamble, a prisoner of the 47 regi- 

This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 75. 

* “ Congress have this day given an answer to the resolutions of our State, which 
being an entire new one, we have despatched to the proper place to be considered. 
They resolve that the troops may be inlisted for three years, and a bounty of twenty 
dollars only to be given; or during the war, and one hundred acres of land be added 
to the bounty. They will not specify where the land lies belonging to the United 
States. 

“Our instructions run that they are to be inlisted during the war; of course when 
our State accedes to it we can proceed. Congress has got rid of the difficulty with 
respect to the land, and has not closed in with either of the propositions made by 
our State, nor receded entirely from their own resolution. But if they have escaped, 
they embarrass us). Whatcan we do with our Regulars? They are inlisted during 
the war. Must we inlist them again in the service of the State for three years? I 
imagine our State will not incline to do so; if they do, we ought to have instructions 


on that head.” Benjamin Rumsey to Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 18 November, 
1776. Force, American Archives, Fifth Series, ITI, 660. 
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ment, for his allowance from the 10 August, to the 2 
November, inclusive, being 12 weeks, at two dollars per 
week, 24 dollars, and to be paid to James Biddle, Esq’ 

To Michael Leightner, and to be paid to George Aston, 
for victualling troops on their march, 15 5/90 dollars. 

To John Nourse, for ferriage of himself, General Lee 
and his servants, horses, &c. over Hoes’ ferry, 4 60/90 
dollars, to be paid to Colonel [Benjamin] Harrison: 

To Doctor Samuel Wilson, for board, attendance, and 
medicine, to sick soldiers of the 6 Virginia regiment, 

33 60/90 dollars: . 

To Wollore Meng, for 12 scabbards delivered to Captain 
Ralph Falconer, of the 5th Virginia batallion, 4 72/90 
dollars: 

That there should be paid to Thomas Armer, on 
account of Elizabeth Robinson, for so much short paid on 
settlement of her account, the 14th October last, for 
board, &c. of sick soldiers belonging to Captain Grier’ 8 
company, 10 dollars: 

That there should be paid to the Pensylvania hospital, 
for the support and cloathing of John Hughes, a wounded 
soldier, 36 54/90 dollars: 

That there should be paid to Adam Eccle, 8 78/90 dol- 
lars, being so much paid by him to Serjeant John Byers, 
of Captain Hubley’s company, in Colonel Shee’s batallion, 
to enable him to support his party, being a guard to 
powder from Philadelphia to North Carolina: 

That there is due to William O’Hara, a soldier in the 
late Captain William Hendricks’ company, taken at 
Quebec, and now returned, for his pay from 1st January 
to 10 November, 1776, being 10 months and 10 days, at 
6 2/3 dollars a month, 68 80/90 dollars: 

To Henry Taylor, a soldier in Captain Smith’s rifle 
company, taken at Quebec, and now returned, for his pay 
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from 1 June to 10 November, being 5 months and 10 
days, at 6 2/3 dollars, 35 50/90 dollars: 

To Dr. William Sarringhause, for medicine and attend- 
ance to the sick of Captain Woelpper’s company, in the 
German batallion, 24 1/90 dollars. 

To Benjamin Eyre, ship wright, for his pay and rations, 
employed in constructing row gallies at New York, horse 
hire, and travelling expences to Albany, to engage boards, 
&c. for the army, 427 77/90 dollars: 

That 60,000 dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, Esq. 
deputy pay master general of the flying camp, for the use 
of the army: 

That there is due to Daniel Naeff, for the ferriage of 
Virginia troops, their baggage, waggons aod horses, over 
the Susquehanna, 61 72/90 dollars: 

To Andrew M’Nair, for his attendance on Congress 146 
days, cleaning house, &c. to the lst November, 118 81/90 
dollars: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The Board of Treasury brought in a farther report 
respecting the certificates to be given to the lenders of 
the 5 millions of dollars, voted to be borrowed, which 
was read. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That 2,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel 
Hausegger for the use of the German batallion; he to be 
accountable. 

That the remainder of the report be postponed till to 
Morrow. 

The Secret Committee, to whom the letter from Captain 
Smith was referred, brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
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write letters to Governor Cooke, to the continental agent 
in Rhode. Island, and such other persons as they shall 
think proper, to make strict enquiry into the conduct of 
Captain Timothy Pierce, respecting the capture or seizure 
of the ship Hancock & Adams,employed in the continen - 
tal service, and cause him to be prosecuted for the penalty 
of the bond given, when he received his commission, if it 
shall appear, on the enquiry, that in justice to the Con- 
‘tinent, such prosecution should be commenced; and the 

said committee are authorized to do what may be neces- 
sary for supporting the prosecution. 

Resowed, The remainder of the report postponed. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1776 © 


A letter, of the 4th, from R. H. Harrison; and a letter, 
of the 17th October, from James Bowdoin, Esq‘ were 
read,' and referred to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to 
confer with the council of safety of Pensylvania, and 
enquire what quantity of salt they have now on hand, or 
expect shortly, and what proportion can be spared for 
the public service: 

The members chosen, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, and Mr. 
[William] Whipple. 

Information being given to Congress, that part of the 
enemy’s fleet was seen coming out of the Hook, and steer- 
ing their course to the southward :? 

Resolved, That copies of the letter, giving the informa- 


) Harrigon’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 209. 
That of Bowdoin is in No. 65, I, folio 127. It introduced Faneuil and his followers. 
coming from Cape Francois. 

* The information came from James Searle, at Long Branch, New Jersey. 
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tion, be sent by express to the General, and to Governor 
Livingston, of New Jersey, and also to the southern states. 

Resolved, That the Board of War do immediately confer 
with the council of safety of this state, and co-operate 
with them in devising ways and means and [for] calling 
forth the strength of this and the neighbouring states, for 
the defence of this city, against any attempts which the 
enemy may make to obtain possession of it; and that, for 
this purpose, the Board of War be invested with the full 
powers of this Congress, to promote most effectually this 
important purpose: 

That the Marine Committee also be directed to make 
such disposition of the naval force, now in the river Dela- 
ware, or the neighbourhood thereof, as will best conduce 
to defeat the designs of the enemy. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post: 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1776 


A letter, of the 11, from General Washington, at Peek’s 
kill; 

One of the 5, from General Gates, at Ticonderoga, ad- 
vising the retreat of General Carleton from Crown Point; 
one, of the 8th, from General Schuyler, at Albany; one 
of the 12th, from General Greene; and one, without date, 
from General Lewis; and one from Robert Ogden, of the 
llth; and one from R. Dallam to R. Peters, were laid 
before Congress, and read :* 

Ordered, That the letter from General Lewis be re- 
ferred to the Marine Committee. 


1 Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 
245. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 19. That of Schuyler is in 
No. 152, II, folio 483; that of Gates is in No. 154, I, folio 118; that of Greene is in 
No. 155, I, folio 19; that of Ogden is in No. 78, X VIII, folio 9; and that of Dallam is 
in No. 78, VII, folio 79. 
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Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested to supply Mr. E. Blaine, with 230 bushels of 
salt, for the public service: That the said council of safety 
be, and they are hereby requested, to supply Messrs. 
Lowry, Wharton, Ogden, and Dunham, |lassistants to the 
commissary general,|| or either of them, with one half of 
such quantities of salt, as are, or may be, in their hands, 
for the use of the Continent. 

Two memorials, one from Eleazar Oswald, and the 
other from Samuel Lockwood, were read, and referred to 
the Board of War. 

Mons’ Romand de Lisle, who was, on the 12, appointed 
a major of artillery, thinking that appointment inade- 
quate to his merit and abilities, requesting to be sent to 
General Washington, that he may have an opportunity of 
giving a specimen of his abilities: 

Resolved, That he be permitted to go to General Wash- 
ington. 

Ordered, That the Marine Committee apply to the coun- 
cil of safety of Pensylvania, for 1,500 24 Ib. 1,800 18 Ib. 
eannon shot, and 500 bar shot, which shall be re-placed 
by Congress; and that the said committee send the shot 
and 6 tons of powder to South Carolina, for the defence 
of that state and North Carolina: 

That a copy of the intelligence contained in General 
Greene’s letter of the 12th, be sent by express, with all 
possible expedition, to the southern states. 

The Secret Committee having reported, that the cargo 
belonging to the continent, imported in the Hancock & 
Adams, consisted of the following articles, viz. 72 chests 
of arms, 311 barrels of gunpowder, 338 pigs of lead, 9 
easks of gun flints, 1 case of pins, 133 barrels of tin 
plates, 5 cases of iron wire, 70 casks of salt petre, and 10 
bales of merchandise: 
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Resolved, That the Secret Committee direct the entire 
cargo of the Hancock & Adams to be landed at Bedford, 
and deposited in places of safety, under the care of the 
committee of that place, until ordered from thence: 

That the muskets, powder, lead, and gun flints, be de- 
livered by the committee of Bedford, to the order of the 
Board of War, who are to inform the General of these 
stores, and direct the whole, or any part that may be 
wanted for the use of the army, ||to be delivered to him;|| 
with an injunction not to put the muskets into the hands 
of any but those soldiers who inlist under the late resolves 
and regulations of Congress: 

That every part of the merchandise on board the said - 
ship, that is now wanted for the use of the army, be ap- 
plied to that use, and that the Secret Committee inform 
General Mifflin, the quarter master general, thereof, and 
enclose him an order for the immediate delivery of all 
such parts as he shall desire: 

That the remainder of this cargo be subject to the di- 
rections of the Secret Committee, who are empowered to 
order it from thence, either by sea or land, to any other 
part or parts of these states, where the articles may be 
wanted for the public service. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To the trustees for the poor of Frederic county, Mary- 
land, for board and attendance of sick soldiers of the 
Maryland troops in continental service, 58 30/90 dollars, 
and to be paid to Nicholas Hower: 

To Dr. Nicholas Way, for medicine, attendance, lodg- 
ing, nursing, &c. of sick soldiers of the 5th and 6th Vir- 
ginia regiments, 467 36/90 dollars. 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee to whom that part of the report of the Marine 
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Committee relative to the pay and rank of the marine, 
was recommitted; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a bounty of 20 dollars be paid to the 
commanders, officers, and men of such continental ships 
or vessels of war, as shall make prize of any British ships 
or vessels of war, for every cannon mounted on board 
each prize, at the time of such capture, and 8 dollars per 
head for every man then on board and belonging to such 
prize: 

That the rank of the naval officers be to the rank of 
officers in the land service, as follows: 


Admiral asa General, Captain of 20 to 40 
Vice Admiral © Lieutenant general, guns Lieutenant colonel, 
Rear Admiral Major general, Captain of 10 to 20 
Commodore Brigadier general, guns Major, 
Captain of a ship of 40 Lieutenant in the 
guns and upwards Colonel, navy Captain. 


That the pay of all officers and men in the American 
navy, from the date of the new commissions, under the 
free and independent states of America, be as follows 
\jper calendar month]: 


Ships of 20 guns Of 10 to 20 Ships of 20 guns Of 10 to 20 
and upwards, guns. and upwards. guns. 

Captain, 60 dolls. 48 dolls. | Armourer, 9 dolls. 9 dolls. 
Lieutenant, 30 24 Sail maker, 10 10 
Master, 30 24 Sail maker’s mate, 8 1/3 81/3 
Master’s mate, 15 15 Yeoman, 81/2 81/2 
Boatswain, 15 13 Quarter master, 9 8 1/2 
Boatswain’s mate, 9 1/2 9 Cook, 9 8 1/2 
Gunner, 15 13 Coxswain, 9 9 
Gunner’s mate, 91/2 9 Captain’s clerk, 15 12 
Surgeon, 25 21 2/3 Steward, 10 10 
Surgeon’s mate, 15 13 1/3 Chaplain, 20 none 
Carpenter, 15 13 Yeoman of powder 
Carpenter’s mate, 9 1/2 9 room, 91/2 9 
Cooper, 9 9 Master at arms, 10 9 
Midshipman, 12 12 Seamen, 8 ; 8 


That vessels, under ten guns, to be commanded by 
lieutenants: = ais 
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Lieutenant commanding, 30 dollars; { Gunner, - 12 dollars; 
Mates, - 15. Carpenter, - 12 
Boatswain, - 12 

The other officers and men the same as in vessels from 
10 to 20 guns: 
Marine officers, Captain, 30 dollars. | Lieutenant, 20 dollars. 


Non-commissioned officers and soldiers the same as in 
the land service.’ 

Resolved, That the president write to General Wash- 
ington, and inform him, he has leave to negotiate an 
exchange of the foreign troops in the pay of Great Britain, 
that are prisoners to these states. 

Congress took into consideration a report from the 
Board of Treasury, for carrying into execution the reso- 
lutions of Congress relative to the loan office; Where- 
upon, 

ftesolved, That the certificates be of the following 

~ denominations: 


737 of 1,000 737, 000 2,940 of 400 1,176, 000 
1,470 of 600 882, 000 3,675 of 300 1, 102, 500 
2,205 of 500 1, 102, 500 11, 027 5, 000, 000 


That the value or denomination of the certificates, be, 
in different parts thereof in print and writing: 

That each denomination have a check letter, cor- 
. responding with a letter in the margin to be left in the 
book: 

That the several denominations be further distinguished 
from each other, by having the border, at the end of the 
certificate, varied or altered from the rest: 

That the engraved ornaments between the margin, or 
part left in the book and the certificate, be cut indent- 
wise, first having occasional dashes made with a pen 


1 Printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 20 November, 1776. 
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across it, of the colour with which the treasurer signs his 
name: 

That the impressions of the rolling press, with the 
signature of the treasurer, in certificates of the highest 
denomination, be made with yellow ink, of the second 
with blue, of the third with red, of the fourth with green, 
and of the fifth or lowest denomination with purple. 

A petition from Joseph Dean, Matthew Irwin, John 
Dunlap and Benjamin Harbeson, was read, and referred 
to the Board of War. 

Dr. Charles Ludwig having been duly examined on the 
practice of surgery and medicine, and recommended as 
duly qualified, 

Resolved, That he be appointed surgeon to the German 
batallion. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1776 


Resolved, That 300 dollars be advanced to the secretary 
of the Board of War, to defray contingent expences; he 
to be accountable. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the convention of 
North Carolina, to station ||brigadier|| General Moore, 
with the regular troops under his command, in such parts 
of that state, or of the state of South Carolina, where 
they will be in a capacity to render immediate and sea- 
sonable assistance to their friends in South Carolina; and 
that they may be upon the spot to oppose the enemy, when, 
and wheresoever, they shall attempt to make their land- 
ing good in that state; and that the convention of North 
Carolina do, immediately, at the continental expence, 
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embody five thousand militia, to compleat any military 
operations already begun by General Moore, to defend 
the state of North Carolina, or march to the relief of their 
neighbours in South Carolina, or Virginia, where there 
shall be most occasion for their support.’ 

The Committee on the Lottery, brought in a report, 
which was read: 

Ordered, To lie on the table to be taken into considera- 
tion on Monday next. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1776 


Resolved, That the sum of 40,000 dollars be advanced 
to the council of safety of Pensylvania; the said state to 
be accountable.’ 

A letter, of the 14, from General Washington, enclos- 
ing copies of letters which passed between him and Gen- 
eral Howe; one of the 6th, from General Gates; one, of 
the 10, from Richard Stockton and @. Clymer, at Albany; 
one, of the 11, from General Schuyler, at Albany; one, 
of the 16th, from Brigadier General Stephen, at Amboy; 


1«“The Representation of the delegates of South Carolina, stating the weakness of 
that Colony and its incompetency to its own defence, if attacked by a formidable 
force of the Enemy, its reliance upon North Carolina for that succour which it had 
little reason to expect from any other source; their apprehensions that an attack 
was immediately intended by General Howe upon Charlestown, have induced Con- 
gress to pass a resolve which this incloses.’’? William Hooper to North Carolina 
_ Convention, November 16, 1776. Colonial Records of North Carolina, X, 904. The 
condition ‘‘at the continental expence’’ was made on Hooper’s motion, as he ‘could 
not consent to any arrangement which might weaken our internal resources without 
a competent substitute in lieu of them.” 

? The resolution of the Council of Safety calling for this amount, dated November 
18, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 69, I, folio 249. 
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and one, from B. Harrison, of the Ist, ||pay master in 
the southern department;|| and, one of the 8th, from 
Brigadier General Lewis, at Williamburg, were read :! 

Also a letter and memorial from Joseph Trumbull, and 
a memorial from Ebenezer Hazard, were read, and referred 
to the Board of Treasury. 

Ordered, That the letters from General Washington, 
General Schuyler, and General Gates, and General Ste- 
phen, be referred to the Board of War; and the letters 
from Brigadier General Lewis and from B. Harrison, be 
referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter from Juliana Zedwitz was read, and referred 
to the Committee on the State of Prisoners. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the said commit- 
tee, and that they be directed to take into consideration 
the case of Lieutenant M’Lean, who was sent to Phila- 
delphia by General Wooster: 

The member chosen, Mr. [William] Hooper. 

The Marine Committee having recommended Francis 
Hopkinson, Esq’ as a fit person to execute the business of 
the navy, under their direction, 

Resolved, That he be accepted. 

A memorial of Isaac Cox, in behalf of Alexander Frazer 
and others, inhabitants of the Island of Providence, own- 
ers of two sloops called the Dragon and the Molly, taken 
by private sloops of war, called the Congress and the 
‘Chance, and brought into the port of Philadelphia, but 
afterwards released,] praying for letters of safe conduct 
for the said sloops to the port of Providence, in order to 

1 The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, 
folio 249. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 24. The letter of Gates 
is in No. 154, I, folio 117; that of Schuyler is in No. 158, IT, folio 487; two letters 

_ from Stockton and Clymer of the 10th are in No. 21, folio 21, and No. 78, XX, folio 


79. A letter from Schuyler to Stockton and Clymer, dated November 6, with other 
papers, is in No. 21, folios 85, 99. The letter from Stephen is in No. 162, folio 229. 
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prevent any arrest or molestation from ships of war in 
the service of the United States.’ 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition be granted. 

A petition from Muscoe Livingston, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. 
[George] Wythe and Mr. [George] Ross. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the 
Committee on the Lottery; Whereupon, 

Resolwed, The scheme of the lottery be as follows, viz. 

That it consist of 100,000 tickets, each ticket to be di- 
vided into four billets, and to be drawn in four classes. 


First cass, at 10 dollars each billet, - - 1, 000, 000 
Deduction, at 15 per cent. - - 150, 000 
850, 000 

Prizes. 1 of 10,000 - - 10, 000 

2 of 5,000 - - 10, 000 

30 of 1,000 - = 30, 000 

400 of 500 : : 200, 000 

20, 000 of 20 - 400, 000 
Carried to the fourth das - 200,000 850,000 
Seconp crass, 100,000 billets at 20 dollars each, - - 2,000,000 
Deduction, at 15 per cent. - - - - 300, 000 
1, 700, 000 

Prizes. 1 of 20,000 -. - 20, 000 

2 of 10, 000 ‘ : 20, 000 

100f 5,000 . - : - 50,000 

100 of 1,000 “ - 100,000 

820 of 500 - - 410,000 — 
20, 000 of 380 - - 600,000 | 

Carried to the fourth class, - 500,000 1, 700, 000 
THIRD cass, 100,000 billets at 30 dollars cache “= =  -8,000, 000 
Deduction, at 15 per cent. - - - 450, 000 
2, 550, 000 


1This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, II, folio 18. 
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Prizes. 1 of 80, 000 
1 of 20, 000 

2 of 15, 000 

2 of 10, 000 

10 of 5,000 

200 of 1,000 

1,000 of 500 
20,000 0f 40 


Carried to the 4th class, 


FourtH oxass, 100,000 billets at 40 dollars each, - - 


Deduction, at 15 per cent. - 


Brought from the first class, 
from the second class, 
from the third class, 


Prizes. 1 of 50,000 
2 of 25, 000 


2, 850, 000 
4, 000, 000 
600, 000 
8, 400, 000 
200, 000 
500, 000 
900, 000 


5, 000, 000 


5, 000, 000 


The lottery being intended to raise a sum of money on 
loan, bearing an annual interest of four per cent. which, 
with the sums arising from the deduction, is to be applied 
for carrying on the present most just and necessary war, 
in defence of the lives, liberties and property of the 


inhabitants of these United States: 


Resolved, That the fortunate adventurers in the 1st 
class, who draw more than 20 dollars, and so in the 2d and 
3d classes, who draw more than 30 or 40 dollars, shall, at 
their option, receive a treasury bank note for the prize or 
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prizes drawn, payable at the end of five years, and an 
annual interest on the same, at the rate of four per cent., 
or the pre-emption of such billets in the next succeeding 
class, as shall not be renewed within the time hereinafter 
limited. Every adventurer in the Ist class shall have a 
right to go through the subsequent classes, but shall not 
be obliged to do it. The drawers of 20, 30 and 40 dollars 
in the Ist, 2d and 3d classes, who do not apply for their 
money within six weeks after the drawing ends, shall be 
deemed adventurers in the next succeeding class, and have 
their billets renewed without any further trouble. If any 
others shall neglect or decline taking out and paying the 
price of their billets, for a subsequent class, within six 
weeks after the drawing ends, their billets shall be sold to 
the fortunate adventurers in the preceding class, or to 
such as shall apply for the same. The fortunate adven- 
turers in the last class, who draw 50 dollars, shall, upon 
application to the commissioners of the loan offices in the 
respective states, where the drawers reside, receive their 
money, without any deduction, and all who draw above 
that sum, shall receive in like manner, without deduction, 
for the sums drawn, bank treasury notes payable at the 
end of five years after the drawing, at the loan office of 
the state in which the drawers reside. The interest to 
commence from the last day of drawing, and to be paid 
annually at the said respective loan offices: 

That, for carrying into execution the said lottery, there 
shall be seven managers, who shall give bond, and be on 
oath, for the faithful discharge of their duty: 

That the money, as fast as received by the managers for 
billets, be lodged in the continental treasury : 

That the drawing of the first class begin at Philadelphia, 
on the 1st of March, 1777, or sooner, if sooner full. 
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Resolved, That the further consideration of the report 
be postponed till to Morrow. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1776 


The convention of Maryland having appointed new 
delegates, two of them attending, produced the creden- 
tials of their appointment, which were read, as follows: 


MARYLAND 
In Convention, Movember 10, 1776 


Resolved, That the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq! and Thomas John- 
son, Jun. William Paca, Thomas Stone, Samuel Chase, Benjamin Rum- 
sey, and Charles Carroll, Bar. Esquires, or any three or more of them, 
be Delegates to represent this State in Congress, until the first Day of 
March next, or until the General Assembly shall make further order 
therein; and that the said Delegates, or any three or more of them, be 
Authorized and empowered to concur with the other United States, or 
a Majority of them, in forming a Confederation, and in making for- 
eign Alliances; provided that such Confederation, when formed, be 
not binding upon this State without the Assent of the General Assem- 
bly; and the said Delegates, or any three or more of them, are also 
Authorized and Empowered to concur in any Measure which may be 
resolved on by Congress, for carrying on the War with Great Britain, 
and securing the Liberties of the United States, reserving always to 
this State the sole and exclusive Right of regulating the internal Police 
thereof. And the said Delegates, or any three or more of them, are 
hereby Authorized and Empowered, notwithstanding any Measure 
heretofore taken to concur with the Congress, or a Majority of them, 
in accommodating our unhappy Difference with Great Britain, on such 
Terms as the Congress, or a Majority of them, shall think proper. 

Extract from the Minutes: G. Duvau.* 
1 The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Maryland, Credentials of 


Delegates. The delegates attending were Samuel Chase and William Paca. See pp. 
964, 973, post. 
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Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed, in 
settling Brigadier General Armstrong’s accounts, to allow 
him his charge for his travelling expences to and from 
South Carolina, the sum of £150 |lamounting to 400 
dollars: || 

A letter, of the 16, from General Washington, and one 
of the 17th, from Clement Biddle, were read.’ 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That one hundred three pounders, fifty six 
pounders, fifty twelve pounders, thirteen eighteen pound - 
ers, and thirteen twenty four pounders, all of brass, be 
immediately provided as field artillery, for the use of the 
armies of the United States: 

That the Secret Committee be directed to take the most 
effectual measures for procuring the said brass artillery; 
that the said Committee confer with the Committee for 
procuring Cannon, and consult with them how many they 
can provide: 

That this matter be kept as secret as the nature of the 
business will admit. 

Resolved, That 400 dollars be advanced to the delegates 
of North Carolina, for the use of that state, which is to 
be accountable. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report on 
the lottery; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That each of the managers shall receive for 
his trouble one tenth per centum on all the money he 
shall receive in the sale of the tickets: 

That the tickets or billets be sold for ready money: 

That each of the managers give bond to the president, 

1The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, 


folio 261. It is printed in Writings of Washington, V, 38. That of Biddle is in No. 78, 
II, folio 109. 
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for the use of the United States, in the penalty of 20,000 
dollars, for the faithful discharge of their trust. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee ap- 
pointed to hear the appeal against the sentence passed on 
the libel, John Barry, qui tam vs. the sloop Betsey, &c. in 
the room of Mr. [Edward] Rutledge. 

The member chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase. 

Congress being informed, there are two ensigncies va- 
cant in the German batallion, proceeded to elect persons 
to fill up the same; and the ballots being taken, 

George Howard and Jacob Laudermilk were elected. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there ought 
to be advanced to Colonel James Livingston the sum of 
two thousand dollars, for which he is to be accountable 
to the commissioners ||for auditing the accounts|| of the 
northern department: 

That there is due to Edward Rutledge, Esq' for cash 
he paid by order of Congress, to Joseph Beck, an express 
to South Carolina, with despatches, intercepted with 
Kirkland, &c. the sum of 133 30/90 dollars; and for his, 
Dr. [Benjamin] Franklin, and Mr. [John] Adams, a 
committee to Staten Island, for their expences there and 
back, 71 30/90 dollars; the whole amounting to 204 60/90 
dollars: 

To Joseph Baldwin, for ferriage of militia &c. over 

Neshaminy ferry, 6 54/90 dollars: 

Yo Samuel. Pugh, for victualling troops of the flying 
camp, on their march, 8 dollars: 

-. To John Jarvis, for ferriage over Neshaminy, 12 21/90 
dollars, and horse hire to different expresses, 10 36/90 
dollars, amounting to 22 57/90 dollars: 

That there should be paid to the Board of War, to be by 
them sent to Benjamin Harrison, Jun. Esq‘ deputy pay 
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master general in Virginia, the sum of 300,000 dollars, . 
for the use of the army in that department: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Board of War of the 18th instant: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissary general, or his deputies, 
make regular weekly returns of all rations issued or paid 
to the officers and privates of any regiment, troop, or 
company in the service of the states, to the adjutant 
general or his deputies, to be by him inserted in the gen- 
eral returns of the army, and transmitted to Congréss 
monthly : 

That, on any sick or disabled non-commissioned officer 
or soldier, being sent to any hospital or sick quarters, the 
captain or commandant of the troop or company to which 
he belongs, shall send to the surgeon, or director of the said 
hospital, or give to the non-commissioned officer or soldier, 
so in the hospital or quarters, a certificate, (countersigned 
by the pay master of the regiment, if he be with the regi- 
ment,) of what pay is due to such sick non-commissioned 
officer or private, at the time of his entering the hospital 
or quarters; and the captain or commandant of the troop 
or company, shall not receive the pay of the said soldier 
in hospital or quarters, or include him in any pay abstract 
during his continuance therein. And, in case any non- 
commissioned officer or soldier shall be discharged from 
the hospital or quarters, as unfit for farther service, a cer- 
tificate shall be given him, by the surgeon or director, of 
what pay is then due to him; and the said non-commis- 
sioned officer or soldier, so discharged, shall be entitled to 
receive his pay at any pay office, or from any pay master 
in the service of the United States; the said pay master 
keeping such original certificate, to prevent impositions, 
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and giving the non-commissioned officer or soldier his 
discharge, or a certified copy thereof, mentioning, at the 
same time, his having been paid: 

That this resolution be transmitted to the commanders 
in chief of the several departments, to be by them given 
out in orders, and then delivered to the directors of the 
hospitals in each department, who are to cause the same 
to be fixed up in some conspicuous place or places, in 
every military hospital, for the information of all con- 
cerned : 

That letters be immediately sent to the councils of 
safety, conventions, or legislatures of Pensylvania, and 
the states to the southward thereof, desiring them, forth- 
with, to lay up magazines of military stores, ammunition, 
and salt provisions, in the safest and most convenient 
places in the said states, respectively, for the use of such 
continental troops and militia, as it may be necessary to 
bring into the field in the ensuing winter, for the defence 
of these states: 

That some proper person be appointed to act in the 
capacity of an armourer to assist the commissary of stores 
in inspecting, superintending repairs, and taking care of 
all continental arms in the public magazines at Phila- 
delphia. 

Congress deem it necessary, upon every principle of 
- propriety, to remind the several states, how indispensable 
it is-to the common safety, that they pursue the most 
immediate and vigorous measures to furnish their respec - 
tive quotas of troops for the new army, as the time of 
service, for which the present army was inlisted, is so 
near expiring, that the country may be left in a condition 
in a great measure defenceless, unless quickly supplied by 
new levies. _ 

Resolved, That Major Stewart, who brought the late 


November, 1776 967 


intelligence from General Gates, and who is recom- 
mended as a deserving officer, have the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel by brevet, and be presented with a sword of the 
value of one hundred dollars. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1776 


Resolved, That 40,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. J. 
Mease, for the public service; he to be accountable. 

The keeper of the public prison, having informed Con- 
gress, that he has discovered a plot among the prisoners 
to effect an escape, which one of them has effected; and 
that he has good reason to believe horses are purchased 
for them in Philadelphia, and kept ready for them, when 
they had broken out of prison; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the gaol keeper be directed to keep the 
prisoners in his custody close locked up till further 
orders: 

That it be recommended to the council of safety |lof 
Pensylvania,|| to examine Mr. Jewell, the gaol keeper, 
respecting this matter, and to take every measure in their 
power to find out the accomplices in the plot, if any there 
are. 

A letter, of the 18, from Brigadier General Lord Stir- 
ling, ||was read.|| 

The Board of War, to whom were referred the memo- 
rials from Captain Lockwood and Captain Oswald,. 
brought in their report, which was taken into considera- 
tion: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That such parts of the said memorials as 
relate to their pay, be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

20719—vox, viI—06 —8 
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A letter, of the 2d, from Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
President of the council of safety of Maryland, was read, 
and referred to the Board of War.’ 

A letter, of the 6, from General Lee to Dr. [Benjamin] 
Franklin, which was brought to the Board of War, |land 
by them opened,|| being laid before Congress and read :* 

Ordered, That the Board of War prepare a letter to 
General Lee, and report the same to Congress. 

Congress proceeded to the election of the managers of 
the lottery, when the ballots being taken, the following 
gentlemen were chosen, viz. 

Sharp Dulany, John Purviance, Owen Biddle, Francis 
Lewis, Jun. Jacob Barge, Jonathan B. Smith, and James 
Searle. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the Secret Com- 
mittee, in the room of Mr. [Josiah] Bartlett, who is 
absent. 

The member chosen, Mr. [William] Whipple. 

Resolved, That we post meter general ve precies ie 
remove #h ff bs s 
i-Beistet [Penna] Peacoat. re the office of deputy 
post master, and appoint some other trusty person, in 
Bristol, to that office: 

That the committee, appointed to enquire into the cir- 
cumstances of the loss of the packet from General Wash- 
ington, be directed to apply to the council of safety of 
Pensylvania, to apprehend Bessonet,’ of Bristol, and his 
bar keeper, and keeping them apart, to bring them to 
Philadelphia, for examination; and that they have the 
assistance of the continental troops in Philadelphia, if 
necessary : 

That the said committee write to the commanding 


1This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 67. 
7 Introducing a French engineer, Mr. Imbert. 
5 Hancock spells the name Bissinett. 
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officer of the continental troops in New Jersey, to make 
diligent search for one Wilkins, who was at the tavern in 
Bristol when the packet was lost, and to send him, if 
found, under guard to Philadelphia. 

fesolved, That the Board of War be empowered to ad- 
minister oaths to persons examined by them. . 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Lieutenant Smith, for his expences with a party to 
escort money to Brunswick, and to Fort Montgomery, a 
balance of 19 19/90 dollars, the amount of his account 
being £20 14 1 [= 55 19/90 dollars,] of which he received 
from Robert Erwin, £12 [= 32 dollars,] and from R. 
Dallam, deputy pay master, £1 10 0 [= 4 dollars, ] ballance 
is £7 4 1, equal to 19 19/90 dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

The Board of Treasury reported farther instructions 
for the commissioners appointed to settle the accounts of 
the army, under the command of General Washington, 
which were agreed to as follows: 

That in adjusting the accounts of persons, whose par- 
ticular cireumstances may have rendered them unable to 
procure vouchers, or who, by unavoidable accidents, have 
lost the same, or any part of the public stores committed 
to their care, the commissioners endeavour to obtain the 
best information from the general officers, or other persons 
relative to such accounts, and use a discretionary power 
in administering oaths or affirmations previous to their 
settling the same: 

That the commissioners send to the state of Virginia, 
and to the states northward and eastward thereof, for 
their accounts against the said army, if such accounts 
should not be forwarded, agreeable to a circular letter 
from the ||Board of|| Treasury to the said states: 

That the commissioners use every precaution to prevent 
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the loss of any public books or papers, that may be in 
their possession; and, for this purpose, that they apply 
to the quarter master general for a waggon and horses, to 
be under their direction: 
That they consider the flying camp as part of General 
Washington’s army, and adjust the accounts accordingly: 
The Marine Committee to whom was referred the bring- 
ing in a plan for increasing the navy of the United States, 
brought in a report, which was taken in consideration; 
Whereupon, 
Resolved, That there be immediately undertaken, 
In New Hampshire, 1 ship of 74 guns, 
In Massachusetts Bay, 1 ditto of 74 ditto, and 
1 ditto of 36 ditto, 
In Pensylvania, 1 ditto of 74 ditto, 
' 1 brig of 18 guns and a 
packet-boat; 


In Virginia, 2 frigates of 36 ditto, each; 
In Maryland, 2 ditto of 36 ditto each. 
The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1776 


Resolved, That 250 dollars be, advanced to Captain 
Gabriel Long, in the late Colonel Stevenson’s batallion, 
for the purpose of recruiting his company; he to be 
accountable: : 

That Captain Long’s accounts be referred to the Board 
of Treasury. 

As the necessity of obtaining an army immediately, to 
oppose the designs of the enemy, is so evident and press- 
ing as to render it proper to give all possible facility to 
that business; 
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Resolved, That each state be at liberty to direct their 
recruiting officers to inlist their men either for the war or 
three years, upon the respective bounties offered by Con- 
gress, without presenting inlisting rolls for both terms, 
according to a former resolution; keeping it always in 
view, that, in the opinion of Congress, the public service 
will be best promoted by inlistments for the war, if the 
recruiting business is not retarded thereby. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Lieutenant Samuel Lockwood, for his pay as assist- 
ant engineer in the army in Canada, from the 5 Novem- 
ber, 1775, to the 18 May, 1776, at 20 dollars per month, 
128 60/90 dollars; from the 19 May, to 5 November, at 30 
dollars per month, 167 dollars; the whole, 295 60/90 dol- 
lars: 

To John Bates, for ie fire hoods, shovel, tongs, &¢. 
for the use of the treasury office, 16 36/90 dollars. 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 232, 1776 


A letter, of 20th, from General Mercer, was read :* 

Ordered, That an extract thereof be sent to the assembly 
and council of safety of Pensylvania. 

Congress being informed that a number of sick lIsol - 
diers|| were sent to Philadelphia from the flying camp, and 
lodged in the barracks, and it being apprehended that 
their continuance in the barracks may endanger the health 
of the soldiers there, 

Ordered, That the Medical Committee take charge of 


1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 159, folio 218. 
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the said sick, and have them quartered in private houses, 
and properly taken care of, and that they immediately 
attend to this business: 

That Dr. Ludwig be directed to attend the said sick. 

- The committee to whom was referred the petition and 
memorial of Mrs. Zedwitz, brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Zedwitz be removed 
to Philadelphia, and confined in the state prison; and that 
due care be taken to prevent him from any intercourse or 
correspondence with the enemies of these states: 

That the sum of 58 49/90 dollars be paid to Mrs. Zed- 
witz, in full for services done for the Continent, as set 
forth in her petition: 

That the further sum of 80 dollars be paid to the said 
Mrs. Zedwitz, in full of two months’ pay due to her 
husband. 

Resolved, That 100,000 dollars be advanced to the coun- 
cil of safety of Pensylvania; that state to be accountable.’ 

Congress taking into consideration the present state of 
the army, of which some parts have already disbanded, 
and others will probably do so when the times they 
engaged to serve for, shall expire, which must soon 
happen; so that there is danger that the enemy must be 
opposed either by unequal numbers, or by militia, not only 
@ more expensive but a less efficacious aid than regular 
forces; and there being good grounds to hope that vigorous 
efforts at this critical juncture, may bring the war to a 
speedy as well as happy conclusion :? 

1 The resolution of the Council of Safety calling for this sum, dated November 22, 
is in the Papers of the Continental Congress,No. 69, I, folio 268. 
*In the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 161, folio 4, is a single sheet in the 


writing of Charles Thomson giving notes of information obtained from General 
Mifflin, who had been sent to Philadelphia by Washington. 
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Resolved, That blank commissions be sent to General 
Washington, and that he be empowered to insert therein 
the names of such officers as he shall think fit, not revok- 
ing those appointments which have been made by com- 
missioners from any of the United States; and the General, 
commissioners, and officers are conjured to recruit, by all 
the means in their power, the regiments now or lately in 
the camp; and that a committee of three be appointed to 
repair to head quarters, and, consulting with the General, 
assist in the accomplishment of this necessary business. 

The members chosen, Mr. Ramsey; [William] Paca, 
Mr. [John] Witherspoon, and Mr. [George] Ross.* 

Ordered, That the said committee make particular 
enquiry why the troops are not paid, and that they enquire 
into, and redress to the utmost in their power, the just 
grievances of the soldiers. 

Resolved, That the sum of 166,666 2/3 dollars be 
advanced to the state of Massachusetts bay, in part of 
their account against the Continent; the said state to be 
accountable. 

Ordered, That a copy of the resolutions respecting the 
lottery be delivered to the managers, and that the said 
managers proceed immediately in carrying the lottery 
into execution. oo 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the application from the convention of New 
York, respecting the waste of hides in the army: Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the commissaries in each department, 
be directed to employ proper persons to take immediate 
charge of the hides and tallow in their respective dis- 
tricts; that the former may be tanned into leather, or, at 


1They set out for the camp on the morning of the 25th. 
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least, so far cured as to prevent their being spoiled, and 
the latter rendered into kegs or casks, that there be no 
waste of those valuable articles, but that they may be 
stored for the use of the Continent, and be subject to the 
orders of Congress; and that the said commissaries be 
strongly urged to pay due attention to this resolve, it 
being a matter of considerable importance. 

Resolved, That two months’ pay be advanced to Dr. 
Ludwig, of the German batallion; he to be accountable. 

A state of inconveniences to which the troops on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia are particularly subject, was 
laid before Congress and read :* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of the 16, from Joseph Trumbull, ||commis- 
sary general,|| was read, advising, ee a has, 0 on shag 
day, drawn e@-se : . r = 
on the preadenk: at fcar days’ ight) in acon of Mr. 
Matthew Irwin, te-be-by—him-imvested-in for the sum of 
20,000 dollars, to purchase pork and flour, and seeeunt 

desiring the said bills may be paid 
and charged to his, J. Trumbull’s, account:? 
- Ordered, That the president pay the said bills, and 
order the money to be charged accordingly.* 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 

' This statement is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 71, I, folio 83. 

3A letter of the 16th, from Jonathan Trumbull, Jun., transmitting a return of 
moneys passing through his hands, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, 
XXII, folio 202. 

5 “On yesterday I procured a statement of our treasury as a few days ago: Emitted, 
20,000,000 dollars; expended 16,817,737 dollars; in treasury, 3,182,268 dollars, This 


is for your private information and not to be made public.” Samuel Chase to Mary- 
land Council of Safety, 23 November, 1776. 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1776 


A letter, of the 19 and 21, from General Washington, 
|lwas read : |]? 

Resolved, That 500,000 dollars be sent to the pay master 
general: 

That 250,000 dollars be sent to Richard Dallam, Esq’ 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, with 
full powers, to devise and execute measures for effectually 
reinforcing General Washington, and obstructing the 
progress of General Howe’s army; and they are ordered 
to proceed immediately on this business. 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [James] 
Smith, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. [George] Clymer, and 
Mr. [Richard] Stockton.? 


1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 265. It 
is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 41. 

°This committee does not appear formally to have laid the results of its delibera- 
tions before the Congress; but they were issued by the Council of Safety of Phila- 
delphia, in the form of a broadside. A copy isin the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 69, I, folio 265. The committee report is as follows: 

‘The Committee before mentioned have come to the following Resolutions— 

‘¢ Resolved, That it be recommended to the Commanding Officers of the several 
battalions of Associators in Pennsylvania immediately to call together the battalions 
respectively under their command; and to select out of each battalion one company, 
or, if possible, two companies of Volunteers. 

“That Each company consist of seventy-six privates, one Drummer, one Fifer, 
four Corporals, and four Serjeants, under the command of a Captain, two Lieuten- 
ants, and one Ensign. 

‘That the field officers of each battalion, or such of them as shall be present, with 
the approbation and concurrence of the Volunteers, appoint the commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers of each company. 

“That the companies be engaged in the service of the United States till the tenth 
day of March next, unless sooner discharged by Congress; and be entitled to a pair 
of shoes and stockings, and to the same rations and the same monthly pay with the 
other troops on the Continental Establishment, to commence from the time of their 
enrolment. 

“That the form of the enrolment be as follows: I hereby promise and 
engage to enter into the service of the United States, and to serve them till the tenth day of 
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Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order 
the battalion, on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, ||and the 
two Pensylvania battalions,|| commanded by Colonel 
Mackay and Colonel Cooke, to march, with all possible 
expedition; the former to Philadelphia, and the two lat- 
ter by the directest rout to Brunswick, in New Jersey, or 
to join General Washington invherever he may be;|| and 
the said Board is empowered to use every means to expe- 
dite their march; and they are ordered to attend imme- 
diately to this business. 

In order the better to oppose the progress of General 
Howe’s army, 


March next, unless sooner discharged by Congress; and to observe and obey the orders of 
Congress, and the orders of the Generals and Officers set over me by them. 

“That in order to supply the companies with arms, accoutrements, and other 
necessaries, the field officers of each battalion, or any of them, be empowered and 
directed to purchase, and, if they cannot purchase, to impress arms, cartouch-boxes, 
blankets, shoes, stockings, and other necessaries for the use of the said companies. 

‘‘That the articles impressed be appraised by persons to be appointed by the field 
officers or any of them for that purpose. 

‘That the field officers or any of them give certificates of the value of the articles 
80 purchased or appraised, which certificates shall be deemed sufficient vouchers to 
the persons to whom they shall be given, or to their assigns, for the respective sums 
therein mentioned, and shall be paid at the Continental Treasury. 

‘That the Captains march their companies with the utmost expedition, and join 
the army under General Washington. 

“That the Council of Safety of Pennsylvania be empowered and directed to form 
the said companies into battalions; and to adopt such farther measures as they may 
find necessary for the march and equipment of the said companies; and particularly 
to collect, in the city of Philadelphia and its neighbourhood, blankets and other 
necessaries for their use, and to seize such articles, paying the value of them, if they 
cannot otherwise be procured. 

‘That one month’s pay be advanced to each Volunteer upon his enrolment; and 
that the Council of Safety be supplied with money for this purpose. 

“That the Council of Safety be requested to forward by express the foregoing 
Resolutions to the Commanding Officers of the several battalions of the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

JAMES WILSON 

‘* PHILADELPHIA, GroraE CLYMER 

November 24, 1776. JaMEs SMITH 
SamvuEL Cxase.’” 

See also Colonial Records of Pennsylvania, XI, 14. 

The resolutions and report were printed in the Pennsylvania Gazette, 27 November, 
1776. 
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Resolved, That General Washington be directed forth- 
with to order, under his immediate command, such of the 
forces, now in the northern department, as. have been 
raised in the states of Pensylvania and New Jersey, and 
that the commanding officer in the northern department, 
be directed to apply to the legislatures of the eastern 
states, to afford him such assistance as he may stand in 
need of. 

That General Washington be directed to propose to 
General Howe, an exchange of William Franklin, Esq‘ 
late governor of New Jersey, for Brigadier General 
Thompson. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To the committee of Northampton county, and to be 
paid to Jesse Jones, for sundry supplies of provisions, 
waggons, &c. to the militia on their march to New Jersey, 
and for supplies to prisoners and continental troops, the 
sum of 1,337 544/90 dollars: 

To J ohn Ashbe, for a waggon, horses, and a negro 
man, his property, lost in the service of the states at New 
York, the sum of 786 60/90 dollars. 

To John Cox, for eight rifle guns, supplied by Edward 
Snicker, for the use of Captain Gabriel Long’s company, 
of Virginia rifflemen, 146 60/90 dollars: 

To Lieutenants Bogart and. Ball, two prisoners of the 
British navy, and to be paid to James Smith, Esq‘ for 
their allowance, from 9 July, to 19 November, 1776, 
inclusive, 19 weeks, at 2 dollars a week, 76 dollars: 

To Brigadier General Armstrong, for his pay and 
rations, from 1 March, to 23 November, instant, inclusive, 
his travelling expences to and from South Carolina, 
1,781 63/90 dollars: 

To Dr. David Jameson, for sundry medicines and 
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attendance to sick soldiers of Captain Grier’s company, 
and Captain Nelson’s companies, in the continental 
service, the sum of 290 24/90 dollars: 

To Colonel Jeremiah Dugan, for sundry supplies to 
the army in Canada, for which he has now produced a 
voucher, the want of which prevented the same being 
reported the 19 August last, the sum of 484 73/90 dollars: 

To the Board of War, for Richard Dallam, Esq' deputy 
pay master general, his draft, dated New Brunswick, the 
21 instant, in favour of Colonel Clement Biddle, deputy 
quarter master general, the sum of ten thousand dollars: 

That there should be paid to Richard Bache, Esq’ post 
master general, as an advance, for the use of the post 
office, 2,666 60/90 dollars: 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Resolved, That by any thing heretofore done, it is not 
intended to prejudice or strengthen the right or claim of 
the United States, or any of them, to any lands in America, 
nor to determine in what proportion or manner the 
expences of the war shall be raised or adjusted, except as 
to the first three millions of dollars emitted by Congress, 
and a farther emission of three millions of dollars, on 
December 26, 1775." 

Resolved, That 20,000 dollars be advanced to the com- 
missioners appointed by the convention of Maryland, to 
raise their quota of troops; they to be accountable. 

||The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday.|| 

1“Tn my last I expressed some hopes of prevailing on Congress to give our State 
some satisfaction as to the back lands, and the mode by which the proportion of the 
expenses of the war was to be paid by each State. In thisexpectation I was delayed 
and disappointed for two days, by Mr. Jenifer’s mentioning that our Commissioners 
had your orders to proceed. By an obstinate perseverance the enclosed resolution 


was obtained last Saturday.’’ Samuel Chase to Maryland Council of Safety, 26 
November, 1776. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1776 


A letter, of the 23, from General Washington, at 
Newark, was read :* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of the 
whole ||Congress||; and that General Mifflin, who brought 
the letter, be desired to attend the said committee. 

Congress then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole; and, after some time, the president resumed the 
chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson reported, that the com- 
mittee have had a conference with Brigadier General 
Mifflin, and have considered the letter referred to them; 
and, thereupon, came to sundry resolutions, which he was 
ordered to report; but, that not having come to a con- 
clusion, desired leave to sit again. 

The resolutions come into by the committee |lof the 
whole||, being read, were agreed to as follows: 

Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested immediately, to call forth, all the associators in 
the city of Philadelphia, and its liberties, and in the 
counties of Philadelphia, Chester, Bucks, and Northamp- 
ton, to continue in the service of the United States, six 
weeks from the time they join the army, unless sooner 
discharged by Congress: 

That the volunteers who shall enrol to serve the United 
States till the tenth day of March next, shall, nevertheless, 
be discharged as soon as the situation of public affairs. 
will possibly admit of it; it being the intention of Con- 
gress to detain them no longer than the present emer- 
gency shall render it absolutely necessary : 

Resolved, That 35,000 dollars be advanced to the council 
of safety of Pensylvania, for the public service; the said 
state to be accountable: 


This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ITI, folio 269. 
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That 4,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel Hausegger, 
for the use of his batallion; he to be accountable: 

That the Board of War be directed to order the Ger- 
man batallion to march immediately, and join General 
Washington: 

- That the said Board write to Governor Henry, of Vir- 
ginia, and request him to order the light horse, in the 
service of that state, to march, with all possible expedi- 
tion, to join General Washington: 

That the said Board order Brigadier General Roche de 
Fermoy, to repair immediately to General Washington, 
instead of going to the northward. 

Resolved, That General Mifflin be directed to stay in the 
city of Philadelphia until General Washington shall re- 
quire his attendance at the camp, and that General 
Washington be informed of this by the President. 

Resoled, That this Congress will, to Morrow, resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole, to take into consid - 
eration the state of the army. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
_poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1776 


A letter of the 8, from George Morgan, at Pittsburg, 
and one, of the 21, from the council of safety of Mary- 
land, were read. 

Resolved, That 1,000 dollars be advanced to R[obert] 
Erwin, waggon master general, for the public service; 
he to be accountable. 

Congress being informed that some persons in this city 
{of Philadelphiaj|, governed by principles inimical to the 
cause of America, and with views of avarice and extor- 
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tion, have monopolized and engrossed shoes, stockings, 
and other necessaries for the army, whilst the soldiers of 
the Continent, fighting for the liberties of their country, 
are exposed to the injuries of the weather, at this inclem- 
ent season : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the assembly of 
the state of Pensylvania, to adopt such immediate meas- 
ures for remedying this evil, as their wisdom shall sug- 
gest to be adequate to the present purpose, and for 
preventing like pernicious practices in future. 

The Board of War having brought in a report, the 
same was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a regiment of artillery, to be armed with 
musquets and bayonets, instead of fusees, be raised in the 
state of Virginia, on continental establishment; the two 
companies, already raised there, to be part of the said 
regiment; which is to be composed of one colonel, one 
lieutenant colonel, one major, and ten companies, each to 
consist of one captain three lieutenants, one serjeant, 
four bombardiers, eight gunners, four corporals, and 
forty eight matrosses. , 

Resolved, That 1,150 dollars be paid to Gerard William 
Beekman or order, and charged to the account of Richard 
Dallam, deputy pay master general, the same being in 
full of a draught of said R. Dallam on R. Peters, Esq* 
secretary of the Board of War, in favour of the said 
Gerard William Beekman, dated New Brunswick, Novem - 
ber 15th, 1776. 

Mr. [Francis] Lewis, [Jun.] having informed Congress 
that he cannot, consistent with his private engagements, 
undertake to be a manager of the lottery, and desiring he 
may be excused ||from that service,|| 

Resolved, That he be excused, and that another be 
appointed in his room: 
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The ballots being taken, David Jackson was elected. 

Ordered, That the committee, who brought in the 
scheme of the lottery, confer with the managers thereof, 
in order that they may proceed on that business. 

Congress resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
to take into consideration the state of the army; and, 
after some time spent thereon, the president resumed the 
chair, and Mr. [Thomas] Nelson reported, that the com - 
mittee have had under consideration the matter to them 
referred, and have come to sundry resolutions, which he 
was ordered to submit to Congress. 

The report of the committee being read, was agreed to 
\las follows||: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Cannon Committee be directed to 
enquire what quantity of cannon are on board the prize 
ship that arrived yesterday in the port of Philadelphia; 
_and, if they are fit for field artillery, to take measures to 
have them mounted on proper carriages, and sent to 
General Washington: 

That the assembly of the state of Pensylvania be 
requested to give immediate direction, that the brass 
pieces, with the artillery companies, (or the field pieces 
singly, if there be no such companies) belonging to this 
state, be, with all possible expedition, sent to General 
Washington’s army in New Jersey, and that they be 
assured, that, as soon as the situation of our affairs will 
admit of it, they shall be returned, or others in lieu of 
them: 

That Mr. Mease, the continental commissary in the city 
of Philadelphia, be directed to go to the several shops 
and stores in the said city, and purchase, for the use of 
the army of the United States, such articles as are neces- 
sary for them, at this and the approaching season of the 
year; and that he be empowered to employ as many per- 
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sons as he shall judge necessary to assist him in this 
service: 

That the council of safety of Pensylvania be requested, 
with all possible expedition, to cause application to be 
made to the house keepers and others in the said state, 
for as many blankets and woollen stockings as each can 
spare, for the use of the soldiers under the immediate 
command of General Washington, in New Jersies; and 
that they be delivered, as fast as collected, to Mr. J. 
Mease, the continental commissary : 

That it be recommended to the said council of safety, 
to appoint persons to appraise the blankets and woollen 
stockings, so collected, as aforesaid, that the value of 
them may be paid: 

That the committee, who are sent to the camp, be 
directed to make particular enquiry into the abuses in the 
medical department in the army, and report thereon to 
Congress. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 0’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1776 


Amemorial from Thomas Denef was read’ and referred 
to the Board of War. 

The Board of War brought in a report, which was 
taken into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress appoint the officers of the 
artillery batallion, agreed to be raised in Virginia. 

A petition and memorial from John Sergeant was read :? 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the 


1This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, II, folio 408. 
2 This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, IX, folio 9. Ser- 
geant was missionary to the Mohekunnuk tribe of Indians at Stockbridge. 
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letter from Thomas Cushing, Esq‘ and that the report |lon 
that subject|| by them made, be re-committed. 


The committee to whom the letter from Thomas Cushing, Esquire, 
was referred, have examined the matter thereof, and come to the fol- 
lowing resolutions thereupon; viz. 

Resolwed, that it is the opinion of this committee, that Mr. Samuel 
Kirkland and Mr. Aaron Crosby, whom the commissioners at Boston, 
appointed by the society for propagating the gospel among the indians, 
had employed as missioners for that purpose, the former at Oneida, 
and the other at Onaquaughe, be continued in their offices one year 
from the expiration of that for which they are now engaged; and that 
each of them be allowed a salary of four hundred and sixteen dollars 
and two thirds of a dollar, equal to one hundred pounds sterling, to be 
reimbursed by the said commissioners when they shall receive money 
sufficient from the said society. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the United 
States ought not to contribute to the support of a missionary to the 
Mohekon indians, of whom some reside at Stockbridge in the state of 
Massachusetts bay, and others at several places in the state of New 
York.' 


Resolved, That the delegates from the four New England 
governments be directed to take the most effectual meas - 
ures to have, at least, 10,000 pair of shoes, and 10,000 pair 
of stockings, purchased in those states, and sent forward 
to General Washington’s head quarters, with all possible 
expedition, for the use of the soldiers under his command. 

That a committee of three be appointed to procure a 
translation into the German language of the late treaty 
between the Courts of London and Hesse, for troops to 
be employed in America. That the said committee be 
fully authorised to pursue means the most effectual in 
their judgment, for communicating to the Hessians the 
said treaties and for accomplishing the views of Congress 
in their resolves of the 14 and 27th of August last. 


1 This report, in the writing of George Wythe, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, I, folio 615. The date of the presentation of the report is not given, 
but was some time after October 28. 
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The members chosen Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. R[ich- 
ard] H[enry] Lee and Mr. S[amuel] Adams.* 

Ordered, That the Secret Committee take proper and 
effectual measures to procure a quantity of hard money, 
not less than 20,000 dollars, to be lodged in the hands of 
the commander in chief, for the purpose of secret services. 

The committee who were appointed, in conjunction 
with the council of safety of this state ||Pennsylvania,|| 
to examine Mr. Bessonet and his bar keeper, having re- 
ported, that, after the most diligent enquiry, they find 
nothing proved against Mr. Bessonet, and that the council 
of safety and said committee are of opinion he ought to 
be discharged; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said committee inform the council of 
safety of this state, that Congress have no objection to 
their discharging Mr. Bessonet. 

The committee appointed to repair to the northern 
army, having returned, made a report, which was read: 

Resolved, That the same, together with the papers ac- 
companying it, be referred to a committee of five, and 
that the said committee be directed to sit from day to day, 
and report as soon as possible to Congress: 

The members chosen, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr. 
[George] Clymer, Mr. [Philip] Livingston, Mr. [George] 
Wythe, and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison. 

Resolved, That the sum of 2,500 dollars be paid to Mr. 
Abraham Livingston, and charged to the account of 
Jonathan Trumbull, Jun. deputy pay master general, the 
same being in full of his draught in favour of said A. 
Livingston, dated Albany, 14 November, 1776. 

An appeal having been lodged against the sentence 
passed in the court of admiralty for the state of Virginia, 


1See note under August 27, ante. 
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on the libel, ‘‘Levin Joynes, gui tam vs. the sloop 
Vulcan: ”’ 

Resolved, That the hearing and determining the said 
appeal, be referred to Mr. [George] Wythe, Mr. [Robert 
Treat] Paine, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [William] 
Hooper, and Mr. [Samuel] Chase. 

Resolved, That three members be added to the com- 
mittee appointed to revise the resolutions relative to 
captures: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Wilson, Mr. [ Wil- 
liam] Hooper, and Mr. [Samuel] Chase. 

Resolved, That it be reeommended to the legislatures of 
the United States, respectively, to pass such laws, as will, 
most effectually tend to prevent the counterfeiting or 
forging the tickets of the public lottery. 

Ordered, That the Board of War, in conjunction with a 
member of the council of safety |lof Pensylvania,|| seize the 
person and papersof ||Monsieur|| Bonvoulour; and, having 
examined him and them, report to Congress. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to detain 
such of the companies of the German batallion as have 
not already marched. 

A letter from Messrs. [George] Ross, [William] Paca, 
and [John] Witherspoon was read, informing, that they 
have appointed an assistant quarter master and commis- 
sary, to provide for a number of sick, and to take care of 
stores sent to Princeton. 

Resolved, That the president inform them, Congress 
approve their appointments. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1776 


Resolved, That ‘300 dollars be advanced to William 
Whitely, lieutenant colonel of Colonel Richardson’s bat- 
allion of the flying camp, from Maryland, for the use of 
some sick of his regiment, in Philadelphia, for which he 
is to be accountable. 

Hesolved, thet Phere 


up-the-same, when William “Bradford, eaond ionbenant 
in Captain Smith’s company of Colonel Stephenson’s 
batallion, be promoted to the rank of first lieutenant in 
the room of the first lieutenant, resigned. 

A plan of an artillery yard being laid before Congress, 


That an artillery yard, with proper Cover to exercise under in bad 
weather be immediately erected at ; 

That a Master or Director of such Yard be appointed: 

That proper persons be employed well skilled in the management of 
Artillery: 

That they be impowered to enlist into the continental service as 
many able bodied men as shall be willing to inlist into the artillery 
service: 

That the men be constantly exercised at the guns in the Artillery 
Yard as bombardiers and gunners: 

That the most expert be from time to time draughted and sent to 
the army: 

That no man be promoted to any office in the Artillery service until 
he has given proofs and specimens of his Abilities in the said Yard: 

That Novices on their first inlistment to learn the Artillery service 
shall be allowed Soldiers pay: 

That so soon as the Master shall port to the Board of War that 
any of the said Novices are qualified for ‘the respective duties of 
Matrosses, Gunners or Bombardiers, they shall thereupon be advanced 
to the pay of such Characters respectively." 


1 This report, in the writing of Charles Thomson, with amendments by Richard 
Henry Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 21, folio 39. The last 
two paragraphs are in Lee’s writing. 
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Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. 
[Robert Treat] Paine, Me—Pendleten,; and Mr. [Arthur] 
Middleton. 

Resolved, That the sum of 533 1/3 dollars be advanced 
to Colonel L. Cadwallader, for the use of the men be- 
longing to his batallion in Philadelphia; he to be ac- 
countable: 

That a like sum of 533 1/3 dollars be advanced to Lieu - 
tenant Colonel Penrose, for the use of the men belonging 
to Colonel Magaw’s batallion; he to be accountable. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
committee lately sent to the northern army, brought in a 
report, which was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a letter be sent to Governor Trumbull, 
desiring him to order twenty cannon, carrying shot of 
eighteen pounds weight, to be cast at Salisbury iron 
works, and transported to Ticonderoga, with all possible 
expedition : 

That skilful persons be sent to examine the Salisbury 
and Mr. Livingston’s founderies; and, if it be found that 
a sufficient number of cannon may be cast there, that 
proper artificers be forthwith employed in that work, an 
agreement being first made with Governor Trumbull and 
Mr. Livingston for that purpose: 

That the commissary general be directed to procure 
provisions sufficient for five thousand men, during eight 
months, to be sent to Albany, and from thence to Fort 
Anne, and the like quantity to remain in Albany, and be 
removed elsewhere, as occasion may require; and that 
the commissary general be directed to send to Albany, a 
sufficient quantity of salt to cure the said provisions: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that one thousand 
good blankets, and five hundred flock mattrasses and pillows be pur- 


November, 1776 989 


chased or otherwise procured, and sent to Albany for the use of the 
hospital in the northern army.’ 


That General Schuyler be informed of the cannon 
ordered from Salisbury to Ticonderoga, and directed to 
have carriages provided for them: 

Resolved, .That the committee have leave to sit again. 

A letter, of the 19, from General Schuyler at Saratoga, 
was read.” 

Resolved, That the commissary general be empowered 
to import such quantities of rice from the southern states, 
as he shall think necessary for the use of the army. 

The Medical Committee, to whom Dr. Shippen’s let- 
ter was referred, brought in a report, which was taken 
into consideration; Whereupon, ; 

Resolved, That Dr. Morgan take care of such sick and 
wounded of the army of the United States, as are on the 
east side of Hudson’s river, and that Dr. Shippen take 
care of such of the said sick and wounded as are on the 
west side of Hudson’s river; and that they both be di- 
rected to use the utmost diligence in superintending the 
surgeons and mates of the army, so that the sick and 
wounded may be effectually provided with everything 
necessary for their recovery. 

Resolved, That 100,000 dollars be advanced to the dele- 
gates of South Carolina; the said state to be accountable. 

The several. matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


1The report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 21, folio 37. The first 


three paragraphs are in the writing of George Wythe, and the last paragraph in that — 


of Samuel Adams. This last paragraph was postponed. 
? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, IT, folio 493. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 209, 1776 


A letter, of , from 8. Purviance; 

One without date from John Connolly, and a petition 
from J. Sullivan, were read: 

Ordered, That the petition from J. Sullivan be referred 
to a committee of three, and that they be directed to 
enquire, minutely, into the facts relative to the capitula- 
tions entered into by Major Sherbourne and Major But- 
terfield, in Canada; that they be empowered to send for 
persons and papers, and examine witnesses upon oath, 
and report to Congress: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Chase, Mr. [Ben- 
jamin] Harrison, and Mr. [George] Wythe. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be directed to supply the sick 
soldiers, in the House of Employment in Philadelphia, 
with one shirt apiece. 

A petition from Major John Lamb was read :' Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the General be directed to include Major 
Lamb in the next exchange of prisoners. 

- The committee on the affairs of the northern army, 
brought in a farther report, which was taken into con- 
sideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Medical Committee be directed to 
provide sufficient quantities of antiscorbutics for the use 
of the hospitals in the northern army: 

That the hospital at Fort George be continued for the 
reception of soldiers labouring with contagious diseases, 
and that there be a general hospital erected on Mount 
Independence: 

That a suitable spot of ground for a garden be enclosed 


1 This petition, dated November 19, 1776, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 42, IV, folio 100. 
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in the neighbourhood of the general hospital, to supply 
the army with vegetables; and that labourers be hired to 
cultivate it, under the direction of an overseer, to be ap- 
pointed by the general or commanding officer: 

That the general, or commanding officer, in each of the 
armies, cause strict enquiries to be made into the’ conduct 
of the directors of the hospitals, and their surgeons, offi- 
cers, and servants, and of the regimental surgeons, that if 
there has been any just grounds of complaint in those 
departments, the offenders may be punished: 

That the colonel or commanding officer of every regi- 
ment, make frequent enquiry into the health of the men 
under his command, and report the state thereof, with 
any negligence, mal-practice, or other misconduct of the 
surgeons or others, to the general, and to Congress, deliv - 
ering copies of such reports to all persons therein accused : 

That the general, or commander in chief of the northern 
army, direct all the batteaus on lakes Champlain and 
George to be immediately repaired: 

That 100 batteaus be built at Schenectady, so as to be 
ready for use? in February or March next, at farthest; 
and, for this purpose, that boards, pitch, oakum, and other 
necessary materials, be collected,’ and artificers employed, 
by the general or commanding officer :* 

Resolved, That the committee have leave to sit again. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To P. E. du Simitiére, for designing, making, and draw - 
ing a medal for General Washington, 32 dollars: 

To John Dunlap, for printing sundry resolves of Con- 
gress, commissions, proclamations, &c. 654 66/90 dollars: 


‘ The original report here contained “‘ past as well as future.’ 

* The original report here inserted ‘‘on the lakes.” 

* The original report here inserted ‘‘at Fort George, Fort Ann, Skeensborough and 
Schenectady.’ ” 

‘The original, in the writing of George Wythe, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No, 21, folio 13. 
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To John Bates, for camp kettles delivered to Robert 
Towers, commissary, 80 dollars: 

To Joseph Grenvold, for porterage of powder, to the 
magazine, 37 45/90 dollars: 

To James Anderson, for ferriage of Virginia troops, 
waggons, and militia, over Susquehanna, 27 18/90 dollars: 

To the estate of Captain Spring, for storage of conti- 
nental powder, 111 38/90 dollars: 

To the following prisoners from Canada, and to be paid 
to Mr. Ross, the sum of 229 77/90 dollars: viz. 

To Captain Thomson, expences of himself and baggage 
from Albany to Trenton, 11 55/90 dollars, [and] his allow- 
ance from 26 April to 28 November, inclusive, 31 weeks, 
at 2 dollars a week, 62 dollars: 

To Alexander M’Culloch, expences of himself and bag- 
gage from Albany to Trenton, 10 35/90 dollars, [and] his 
allowance from 26 April to 28 November, inclusive, 31 
weeks, at 2 dollars, 62 dollars: [And, ] 

To William Goodwin, his expences of family and bag- 
gage, from Albany to Burlington, 14 27/90 dollars, [and] 
his allowance from 27 March to 27 November, inclusive, 
35 weeks, at 2 dollars, 70 dollars: 

That there is due to John House, for his account of 
ferriage of troops, waggons, and horses over the river 
Potowmack, 30 30/90 dollars: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
provide, as soon as may be, arms and equipage for 3,000 
horse. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to con- 
sider and report a proper method for establishing and 
training a cavalry in this continent: 

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. 
[Robert Treat] Paine, Mr. [Arthur] Middleton, Mr. 
[Thomas] Nelson, and Mr. [William] Floyd. 
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A petition from Alexander Mercer was read, and 
referred to the Board of Treasury.. 

The committee appointed to confer with the managers 
of the lottery, brought in a report, mien was taken into 
consideration : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the prizes only be icon : 

That the managers be authorized to employ as many 
clerks to assist in numbering the tickets, as may be nec- 
essary for expediting the business: 

That two presses be employed for printing the tickets: 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report: be re-com- 
mitted. 

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for appointing 
the officers of the regiment of artillery ordered to be raised 
in Virginia. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1776 | 


A letter, of the 27, from General Washington, with a 
list of prisoners taken by the enemy during the campaign 
of 1776. Also, a letter of the 27, from the council of 
safety of New York, were read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
War, and that they be directed to confer with Colonel 
Miles, who is come from New York on oe parole,. to 
expedite the exchange of prisoners. 

Resolved, That 1,000 dollars be advanced to Robert 
Erwin, waggon master general, for the public service; he 
to be accountable. 


' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ii, folio 275. 
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Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested to have eight carriages for field pieces got ready, 
with all possible expedition, at the expence of the con- 
tinent, to be delivered as fast as made, to the order of the 
Board of War. 

The commisssioners for Indian affairs, in the middle 
department, having transmitted to Congress the minutes 
of their proceedings, 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the standing 
committee for Indian affairs. 

The committee appointed to confer with the managers 
of the lottery, brought in a farther report, which was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

fesolved, That the gratuity to the managers of the lot- 
tery, for their trouble in the conduct of that business, be 
left to the future judgment of Congress: 

That the managers be authorized to appoint agents for 
the sale of tickets in the several states, and offer them 
1/10 per cent. on the tickets or billets by each respectively 
sold: 

That the public be at the risk of conveying the tickets 
or billets to the agents in the different states: 

That the agents pay the money received by them for 
the sale of tickets or billets into the receipts of the com- 
missioners of the loan office of the state where they are 
sold, taking receipts therefor, and transmit them to the 
managers of the lottery at Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That the state of New York be empowered to 
raise another batallion on the continental establishment : 

That the convention or council of safety of New York 
be empowered to appoint an aid major to each of the 
batallions raised by that state, the pay or expence of 
which to be borne by that state. 
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Agreeable to the order of the day, Congress proceeded 
to the election of officers for the artillery batallion, ordered 
to be raised in Virginia; and, the ballots being taken, 

Charles Harrison, was elected colonel; Edward Car- 
rington, lieutenant cdlonel; Christien Holmer, major; 
Samuel Denny, William Pierce, Nathaniel Burwell, Bul- 
ler Clairborne, Joseph Scott, William Murray, Spotswood 
Dandridge, Matthew Smith, Sir John Pettus, and William 
Waters, captains. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the governor and 
council of Virginia to recommend proper persons for 
subaltern officers. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to pur- 
chase, for the public service, six waggons, with four 
horses each and proper harness, and to employ suitable 
drivers. 

An address from Nicholas Biddle, John Barry, Thomas 
Read, Charles Alexander, and John Nicholson, was laid 
before Congress, and read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee, 
who are directed to pursue such measures as they think 
proper in consequence thereof. 

The assembly of Pensylvania having, by Mr. [Robert] 
Morris, informed Congress, that they have appointed a 
committee of their body to confer with a committee of 
Congress, on the requisition of Congress, immediately to 
call forth associators of the city and liberties of Phila- 
delphia, and of the counties of Philadelphia, Bucks, 
Chester, and Northampton: 

Ordered, That the Board of War be a committee to 
confer ||with the committee of the assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania|| on this subject, and agree on such measures as 
shall be deemed most for the public service. 
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The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 
To Styner & Cist, for paper and printing minutes of 
Congress, &c. and his trouble and expences in attending 
the making the paper for the loan office notes, 1380 15/90 
dollars. 

To Lieutenant Peacock, a prisoner of the 7th regiment, 
for his allowance from 20 December, 1775, to 28 Novem- 
ber, 1776, being 48 weeks, at 2 dollars, 96 dollars: 

To Dr. William Currie, for his bill of medicines and 
provisions to sick soldiers of Colonels Scott and Lawson’s 
Virginia regiments, 67 37/90 dollars: 

That there should be advanced to Major John Lamb, 
for the payment of the men of his artillery company, 
2,000 dollars; he to be accountable: 

|| Ordered, That the said accounts be paid.|| 

Resolved, That the Committee of Intelligence be directed 
and empowered to establish expresses, to go daily to and 
from head quarters. 

Resolved, That when any resolutions are passed which 
respect the United States, or any of them, or to the 
armies of the said states, they be sent, by express, if 
the regular post is interrupted or not ready, provided 
the president shall judge it necessary. 

A petition from John Noble Taylor, was read :’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 

Congress, on a summons, met 


1This petition, dated Bermuda, November 1, 1776, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 41, X, folio 1. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1776 _— 


Two letters, of the 30th, from General Washington, at 
Brunswick, were read ;' 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order 
the German batallion to march immediately to join Gen- 
eral Washington, and that the. said Board use every - 
measure in their power to expedite their march with all 
possible despatch : 

Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested to take effectual measures for supplying guards 
for the public stores, &c. in the room of the German 
batallion : . 

That the Secret Committee be directed to appoint one 
or more trusty persons, to proceed immediately to the 
eastern states, and see that the cloathing and stores, 
which have been ordered to be purchased for the army, © 
be collected and forwarded to the army, with all possible 
despatch; and that the said person, or persons, have 
power to purchase, or cause to be purchased, such neces- 
sary cloathing as can be procured in those states, and to 
have them forwarded to the army: 

That General Washington be informed, he has the full 
approbation of Congress to order the troops, on the east 
side of Hudson’s river, over to the west side of that river, 
whenever he shall think it conducive for the public serv- 
ice so to do: 

That General Washington be aiaced to order the 
cloaths, which have been, or shall be sent to head quar- 
ters, or to any of the camps, to be distributed, first among 
such of the soldiers as stand most in need of them: 


1 These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folios 279, 
283. They are printed in Writings of Washington eet), V, 54, 58. 
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That Mr. J. Mease be directed to purchase all the hats 
and caps he can procure, proper for soldiers, and to employ 
as great a number of tailors as possible in making up 
cloaths for soldiers; and forward those articles, from time 
to time, as fast as ready, to General Washington: 

That the Medical Committee be directed to take such 
steps, as they shall judge proper, for the accommodation. 
of the sick of the army. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1776 


Resolved, That 800 dollars be advancéd to Colonel L. 
Cadwallader, for the use of the men belonging to his 
batallion; he to be accountable: 

That 800 dollars be advanced to Captain Doyle, for the 
use of his independent company; he to be accountable: 

That 500 dollars be advanced to Robert Jewell, for 
which he is to be accountable: 

That 5,333 1/3 dollars be advanced to the commissioners 
for Indian affairs in the middle department. 

A letter, of the 1 December, from General Washington, 
was read,’ and referred to the Board of War, who are 
directed to communicate the contents to the council of 
safety of Pensylvania, and to take such measures, in con - 
sequence thereof, as they shall judge proper. 

Captain Montgomery having offered his service, with 
that of his crew, as an artillery company, to the Continent, 

Resolved, That they be taken into the service of the 
- Continent for 2 months, unless sooner discharged. 

That James Montgomery be appointed captain; Samuel 
Carson captain lieutenant, John Douglass, lieutenant, of 
said company: 

1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ITI, folio 287. 
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That Mr. J. Mease be directed to advance one month’s 
pay to Captain Montgomery’s men, upon their inlistment, 
and that a like advance be made to the other companies 
of artillery: 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to 
advance 20 dollars to each seaman who will enter to serve 
on board the Randolph, Captain Biddle, the same to be 
deducted out of their share of the prize money. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to give 
orders for ten or twelve covered wagons for the artillery; 
to be immediately purchased. 

That the Board of War be directed to give order and 
to take measures for removing by water to Christiana 
\|bridge]|, the 2,000 barrels of beef, now under the care of 
Commissary Wharton. 

Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested to send off expresses immediately to those 
counties who have been desired to send forth their asso- 
ciators, urging them forthwith to march them out, to 
oppose the hasty advances of the enemy. 

Resolved, That it be reeommended to the governor and 
council of the commonwealth of Virginia, to take the most 
effectual measures for purchasing and collecting, for con- 
tinental use, all the copper and other materials fit for cast- 
ing brass field artillery, that can be got in that state, and 
that Congress will defray the cost and expence of the 
same. 

Resolved, That 100 dollars be advanced to the delegates 
of Virginia, for the use of the deputy pay master general 
in Virginia. 

A letter, of the 1, from General Washington, half after 
7 P. M. was read.’ 

1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 291. It 
is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 62. 
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Mr. [George] Read, a delegate from Delaware attended, 
and produced the credentials of the appointment and 
power of the delegates of that state, which were read as 
follows: 

DELAWARE 


In Covunon., Vovember 8%, 1776 


Whereas George Read, John Dickinson, and John Evans, Esquires, 
have been chosen by joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly to repre- 
sent the Delaware State in the Continental Congress: 

Resolved, That they, or any one or more of them, are hereby fully 
- authorized and empowered, for and in behalf of this State, to concert, 
agree to, and execute every measure, which they or he, together with 
a Majority of the Continental Congress, shall judge necessary, for 
the defence, Security, Interest, and Welfare of this State in particu- 
lar, and of America in general; with power to adjourn to such times 
and places as shall appear most conducive to the publick Safety and 
advantage, 

Sent for concurrence. 

In Assembly, November 9, 1776. Read and concurred in: 

Joun M’Kintey, Speaker. 

A true Copy: 

Suator Cray, Clerk of the Council.* 


Resolved, That the Committee for establishing expresses 
be directed to send Colonel Stewart, or any other officer 
express to General Lee, to know where and in what situa- 

tion he and the army with him are. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the council of 
safety of Pensylvania to send immediately one of their 
gallies along the Jersey shore, between this and Trenton, 
to bring over all the river craft, vessels, and boats from 
the Jerseys to the Pensylvania side of Delaware, in order 
to prevent their becoming serviceable to the enemy, in 
their attempts to cross said river: 


‘The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Delaware, Credentials of 
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That it be earnestly recommended to the council of 
safety of Pensylvania, to order the batallions of this city 
immediately to march and join General Washington: 

That the said council of safety be requested to furnish 
the waggon master general with one thousand waggons for 
the use of the army; and, as in the present emergency of 
public affairs, such supply of waggons is absolutely neces- 
sary, that it be recommended to the said council of safety 
to impress the waggons, if they cannot be otherwise 
speedily procured. 

Adjourned to 6 o’Clock. 


||EopEM DIE,|| 6 o’CLtock P. M. 


Resolved, That Mr. James Mease be directed to receive 
from Mr. Hyman Levy the goods in his hands purchased 
for the state of New York, paying him the ballance due 
for the said goods, and that Mr. Mease be directed to send 
the said goods, together with those he has now ready, 
to General Washington, taking especial care that they 
be sent in so safe and secure a manner as to avoid any 
danger of falling into the hands of the enemy. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1776 


A letter, of the 2d, from General Washington; one, of 
the 2d, from Adjutant General Reed, and one from Mr. 
J. Mease, were read :? 

Resolved, That 50,000 dollars be advanced to J. Mease, 
for the public service; he to be accountable: 

This letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ITI, 


folio 295. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 63. That of Reed is in 
No. 78, XIX, folio 67. 
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That 2,000 dollars be advanced to Lieutenant Colonel 
Edward Antil, for the purpose of recruiting his regiment; 
he to be accountable: - 

That 14,800 dollars be advanced to Major Charles 
Symmes, for the use of the 12th Virginia batallion; he 
to be accountable. 

Mr. [Abraham] Clark, a delegate from the state of New 
Jersey, attended, and produced the credentials of his ap- 
pointment, which were read as follows: 


NEW JERSEY 


Ata Joint Meeting of the Council and Assembly of the State of New 
Jersey, held at Burlington, on the 30th Day of November, 1776. 

The Honourable Nathaniel Scudder in the Chair. 

The joint Meeting proceeded by Ballot to the Election of five Dele- 
gates to represent this State in Congress, to serve for one Year, unless 
a new Appointment shall be made before the Expiration of that Time; 
and the following Persons were duly elected, viz.: The Honourable 
Richard Stockton, Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, Esq*, Dr. John With- 
erspoon, Abraham Clark, Esq‘ Jonathan Elmer, Esq* 

Resolved, That any one or more of the said Delegates, who shall 
attend in Congress, be fully empowered to represent, and vote in 
Behalf of this State. 

Resolved, That the said Delegates, or such of them as have not 
already taken the Oaths of Abjuration and Allegiance mentioned in 
the Act of Assembly lately passed, intituled ‘‘An Act for the Security 
of the Government of New Jersey,” do take the said Oaths before they 
take their Seats in Congress. 

Signed by Order of the Council and Assembly of the State of New 
Jersey: 


Cuarites Perrrr, Secretary.’ 
Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to have 
‘the prisoners, now at Bristol, removed from thence back 
into the country. 
1The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Jersey, Credentials 
of Delegates. é 
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Resolved, That Mrs. Chamier be permitted to go to her 
husband at New York, to be exehanged: for Mrs. Lewis, 
at Flushing, on Long Island. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be sunward and directed 
to settle with and pay the militia of the Maryland fiying 
camp. 

That the commissary of provisions in Philadelphia 
supply with rations, in lieu of mileage, such of the 
Maryland troops as chuse to go home: 

That such of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
of the said troops as will inlist for three years, be immedi- 
ately cloathed; and that Mr. Mease be directed to detain 
as many of the cloaths, in his hands, as will be necessary 
for this purpose: 

That each of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
of the Maryland militia, who will not inlist for three 
years, but will engage to march to the immediate rein- 
forcement of General Washington, and remain under his 
command one month, be supplied by Mr. Mease with a — 
shirt, a pair of shoes, and a pair of stockings, on paying 
for the same: 

That such of the militia as shall engage to serve to the 
10th of March next, unless sooner discharged by Congress, 
be entitled to a pair of shoes and stockings, and to the 
same rations and the same monthly pay with the other 
troops on the continental establishment, to commence 
from the time of their enrolment; and that one months’ 
pay be advanced to each volunteer, upon his enrolment. 

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for giving the 
Indians in town an audience; and that the committee for 
Indian affairs be directed to prepare a proper speech to 
be delivered to them. 

That the officers of the Maryland troops be requested 
immediately to parade those troops, and to use their ut- 
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most influence to persuade their adoption of the terms 
proposed by Congress. 

Resolved, That General Washington be directed, in case 
he has not entered into a negotiation with General Howe, 
for exchanging Governor Franklin for General Thompson, 
to suspend the execution of that matter till farther orders.’ 

A petition from William Dod was read, praying for 
leave to visit his brother, who is confined in prison: 

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to visit and 
converse with his brother in the presence of the gaoler. 

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned for taking 
into consideration the state of the Treasury. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1776 


A letter, of the 3d, from General Washington, was 
read.” . 

Resolwed, That it be recommended to the council of 
_ safety of Pensylvania, to detain ||from marching with the 
militia,|| the printers engaged in printing certificates for 
the continental loan offices, and to direct them to con- 
tinue executing the business in which they are employed. 


BSOryeG ® 9 Lo 


IIL Oy wenn ne eau CoS 


1“The Congress apprehending that in the present state of the Army, and situation 
of our affairs, an exchange of Governor Franklin might be prejudicial and attended 
with some bad consequences, have been induced to come to the above resolution.” 
John Hancock to Washington, 4 December, 1776. 

*This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 303. It 
is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 64. 
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The Committee of Treasury reported, that they have 
had under consideration the accounts of John Harvie, 
John Montgomery, and Jasper Yates, Esqrs. commis- 
sioners for Indian affairs for the middle department; 
that the said commissioners have produced accounts of 
the expenditure of five thousand forty nine pounds and 
seven pence half penny, [==-13,464.7 dollars,] for the 
charges and expences of the late treaty, held with the 
Indians, at Pittsburg, for their allowance for their time 
and expences attending the said treaty. That in this 
account, are included the expence of goods purchased by 
Mr. Morgan for private presents; expences and pay to 
Mr. Wilson, Mr. Long, and Mr. Girty on different mes- 
sages; for kettles, rations, and linen, supplied the conti- 
nental batallion at Kittanning; expences of Mr. Morgan 
coming to Philadelphia, and going to New York with two 
Indian chiefs, and returning with them to Pittsburg; his 
going to the Indian towns to invite them to a treaty; 
sundry sums paid to the militia officers, and the several 
accounts due from the department to this time, except 
the militia accounts yet unsettled, and the salaries due to 
Mr. Morgan and the former agent, also £300 0 2 [=800.2 
dollars] due to sundry persons before their appointment, 
whose accounts were settled by a committee of Congress 
for Indian affairs. The balance due to George Morgan, 
Esq: is £77 18 8 [=207.74 dollars,] first deducting 150 
pounds [=400 dollars] paid him by Congress, 21 Sep- 
tember last, for which he is debited: 

They credit the sums of 1,125 pounds [=3,000 dollars, ] 
received of Congress, in August, and 2 000 pounds [= 
5,333.30 dollars} the second instant; also two pounds 
[=5.30 dollars] for the freight of a still to Redstone; 
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two sums, amounting to £25 6 3 [=67.45 dollars, ] which 
‘are twice charged in the accounts: 

That the ballance due to the commissioners is £1, 896 
14 4'/,, being 5,057 dollars and 82'/,/90 of a dollar: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1776 


A letter, of the 4, from General Washington, enclosing 
a copy of a letter from Major Clark, of the 29 November, 
was read.’ 
||Resolved,|| That Mr. J. Mease be directed to pay to 
each captain of the Maryland troops of the flying camp, 
who cannot produce pay rolls, such a sum as they think 
will be equal to the arrears due to their respective com- 
panies; taking a receipt from the respective captains for 
the monies advanced. 
Resolved, That two months’ pay be advanced to M. 
Romand de Lisle, and to M. Kosciuszko. 
The Indians being introduced, delivered a speech; and 
Saturday next was appointed to return them an answer. 
Resolved, That it be and is earnestly recommended to 
the council of safety of Pensylvania, to procure the 
Pensylvania hospital, for the purpose of accommodating 
the sick belonging to the continental army. 
Resolved, That the Medical Committee be empowered 
to procure suitable persons to take care of the sick, and 
‘to remove them to such convenient places in the country, 
as they shall think proper. 
Some prisoners being sent under guard from. New 


* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 311. 
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Jersey ||to Philadelphia,|| who are charged with inlisting 
men for General Howe, or inlisted in that service, 

Resolved, That they be sent under guard to Frederic, in 
Maryland, there to be safely confined; and that, until 
they can be sent away, they be confined in the state 
prison in Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That Captain Ottendorf be directed to raise 
an independent company, to be composed of 150 privates, 
serjeants and corporals included: 

That it be divided as follows: 

The first company of 60 men, light infantry, one cap- 
tain and two lieutenants; two companies of hunters, 45 
privates each, to be commanded each by a captain and 
two lieutenants: . 

That Captain Ottendorf have the rank of major, that he 
be captain of the light infantry company, and command 
the whole. 

That an adjutant be appointed for this corps, who is to 
act as quarter: master and pay master, with the rank of 
lieutenant, and pay of other adjutants. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to send 
for Isaac Corren, of the artillery.* 

Resolved, That 150 dollars be advanced to Gunning Bed - 
ford, muster master general; he to be accountable. 

Resolved, That the time for commencing the drawing 
of the lottery be altered to the 10 April. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow morning, 
previous to any other business, resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into consideration the state 
of the treasury, the ways and means of raising supplies 
for the ensuing year, and supporting the credit of the 
continental currency. . 


1In the corrected Journal this paragraph reads: ‘‘ That the Board of War write to 
the general and desire him to send Isaac Corren of the artillery to Philadelphia.” 
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|The several matters to this day referred, being post- 


poned, || 
Adjourned to 10 0’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1776 


A letter, of the 5, from General Washington, and one, 
of the 27 of November, from General Gates, at Albany, 
with a paper enclosed, sent from the commanding officer 
at St. John’s, were read." 

||Agreeable to the order of the day,|| Congress then 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, to take into 
consideration the state of the treasury, the ways and 
means of raising supplies for the ensuing year, and, sup- 
porting the credit of the continental currency; and after 
some time, the president resumed the chair, and Mr. 
[Thomas] Nelson reported, that the committee have had 
under consideration the matters to them referred, and 
have come tosundry resolutions; butnot having perfected 
the business, desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow, again 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole, to take into 
consideration the state of the treasury, &c. ||the ways 
and means of raising supplies for the ensuing year, and 
supporting the credit of the continental currency.|| 

Resolved, That 50,000 dollars be advanced to J. Mease 
for the public service; he to be accountable. 

Upon representation made by Daniel and Samuel 
Hughes, that Melchior Salady, a private soldier in Cap- 
tain Farmer’s company and Colonel Miles’s batallion, 
would be very serviceable to them in executing their 
contract for making cannon for Congress: 

1 Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ITI, folio 


317. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 66. That of Gates is in 
No. 154, I, folio 121. 
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Resolved, That Melchior Salady be discharged, by the 
proper officer, from the company, provided he enter into 
the service of the said Hughes. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1776 


A letter, of the 6th, from General Washington, at 
Trenton, and, of the 21 to 25 November, from General 
Schuyler, at Saratoga, with sundry papers enclosed, ||were 
read :|| and referred to the Board of War.’ 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered and 
directed to exchange such of the Canadians as they think 
proper. . 

Resolved, That the president write to the four New 
England governments, and request them to use their 
utmost influence in raising their respective quotas of 
troops, and to hasten their march, with all possible dili- 
gence, to the places appointed for their rendezvous, by 
General Schuyler. 

Resolved, That 100,000 dollars be advanced to the 
council of safety of Pensylvania, to be applied towards 
furnishing the several officers with bounty money for in- 
listing men on the new establishment; the said council to 
be accountable.’ 

That Captain Biddle be empowered to inlist into the 
continental service, such of the sailors in prison as he 
shall think proper. 

* Washington’ s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ITI, 328, 
It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 69. That of Schuyler is in No. 
153, II, folio 501. 


1 The resolution of the Council of Safety, making application for this amount, dated 
December 7, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 69, I, folio 271. 
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The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 
and to be paid to the order of Allen M’Donald, Sen. Allen 
M’Donald, Jun. Alexander M’Donald, Rennel M’Donald, 
and Archibald M’Donald, hostages sent by General 
Schuyler to Reading, for the allowance due to themselves 
and their three servants, from 25 September to the 10 
December, inclusive, 148 dollars: 

That there should be advanced to Thomas Smith, for 
supplies to the troops of the 5th and 6th Virginia regi- 
ments, left sick at Wilmington, the sum of 677 25/90 
dollars: 

That there is due to Lieutenant Colonel Jacob Boyer, 
for furnishing his batallion of militia with 7,495 rations 
of provisions, on their march from Berks county to the 
camp in New Jersey, 739 45/90 dollars: 

To Thomas Edwards, for victualling the 2d batallion of 
militia, of Lancaster county, commanded by Colonel 
Curtis Grubb, on their march to Bergen, in New Jersey, 
and for the hire of two baggage waggons, the sum of 
1,319 61/90 dollars, to be paid to Philip Marsteller: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That 1,000 dollars be advanced to the com- 
mittee for procuring cannon for the public service; the 
said committee to account for the expenditure. 

Resolved, That for the more speedy and effectual dis- 
charge of business, the following rules be invariably 
observed: 

That Congress be opened every morning at 10 o’Clock, 
Sundays excepted: 

That Mr. President take the chair precisely at that time. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Indians were 
introduced, and the following speech was delivered to 
them: 
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BrorHEeRS OF THE Srx Nations, DELAWARES AND SHAWANESE, 

We, the delegates of the thirteen United States of America, are 
extremely pleased to see you. We take you by the hand, and bid you 
welcome to our great council fire. 

BRorHERS, 

You say that God Almighty has been pleased to bring us together. 
You say well. He superintends and governs men and their actions. 
He now sees us. He judges of the sincerity of our hearts, and will 
punish those who deceive. 

BrorHErs, SACHEMS AND WARRIORS, 

You have heard what our commissioners have said to you at Pitts- 
burg, by our directions. You have listened to their arguments; and 
your own reason wil] suggest, that the conduct they have recommended 
to you, must be productive of your happiness and welfare. We think 
that you must be fully convinced that your safety, as nations, depends 
on preserving peace and friendship with the white people of this island. 

We are sorry to hear of the death of your great men, and are well 
pleased that our commissioners have wiped the tears from your eyes, 
and covered the graves of our departed friends. 

Our hearts are good towards all the Indians in the woods, who have 
friendly dispositions towards us. 

We love peace, and wish that the chain of friendship between us 
and you may contract no rust. On our part, we will do every thing 
to keep it bright and strong. 

But should we be attacked by any tribe of Indians in the woods, 
we hope to convince them that we can repel their attempts with ease. 
Friendship, however, with you, is what we earnestly desire. Our 
commissioners have told you so, and they have not deceived you. 

We now inform you, that we wish to sit down with you under the 
same tree of peace; to water its roots and cherish its growth, so that 
it may shelter us and you, and our and your children. 

BROTHERS, 

We have prepared some presents for you, which our commissioners 
will deliver before your departure. 


The Indians, having returned thanks for the speech 
delivered, informed Congress that they had something to 
say on Monday next, |ljand withdrew.|| 
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Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
desired to suspend the farther execution of the request 
made to them on the 2d, to procure one thousand waggons: 

That the waggons procured, in consequence of the said 
request, be sent to the quarter master general. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be directed to return to Mr. 
Levy, the goods he had from him, receiving back the 
money advanced on that account: the said goods being 
sent for by the state of New York, for whose account, 
land by whose order, || they were purchased. 

The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due, 

To Brigadier General Thompson, for his pay for the 
months of October and November, 250 dollars: 

To Lieutenant Ross Currie, of the second batallion of 
Pensylvania regular forces, for the ballance of his pay 
from March to November, inclusive, [£33 15 equal to] 
90 dollars: 

To Samuel M’Kenzie, surgeon to the 2d batallion of 
Pensylvania regular forces, for 4 months’ pay, at 33 
dollars per month, 132 dollars.* 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned,” 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1776 


A letter, of the 8, from General Washington; one, of 
the 22d November, from General Ward, enclosing one 
of the 9th of the same month, from General Gates; one of 
the 18 |lof the same month,|| from G. Morgan, at Pitts- 

1This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, I, folio 5. 


2 A letter from Governor Trumbull, dated November 30, was read this day. It is 
in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 66, I, folio 239. 
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burg; and a petition and remonstrance from the captains 
and subalterns of Colonel Mackay’s batallion; and a let- 
ter, of the 17th November, from Lieutenant Colonel 
Wilson, of the said batallion; and a letter from John 
Avery, of Boston, 22d November, were read :* 

Also, a letter of the 25 November, from Colonel Moses 
Hazen, was read, and referred to the committee on the 
northern army.” 

Resolved, That another member be added to the said 
committee : 

The member chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee. 

The Indians, being introduced, spoke to Congress, but 
having said nothing relative to matters between them and 
the United States, no notice was taken of it, and they 
withdrew. 

Resolved, That the sum of £48 18 5 [117.11 dollars] 
be paid to Colonel Haussegger, in full of his account for 
boards, &c. bought for the public service, and for his 
expences. 

Resolved, That 1,000 dollars be advanced to Major 
Ottendorff, for the purpose of recruiting his companies; 
he to be accountable. 

Resolved, That Houelmann Arnold be appointed a lieu- 
tenant of the company commanded by Major Ottendorf: 

That 2,000 dollars be advanced to the delegates of New 
Jersey, for the public service; they to be accountable :* 

That 50,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. J. Mease, for 
the public service; he to be accountable. 

That Mr. Risberg, the assistant quarter master in 
Philadelphia, be directed to send by water to Christiana 

1The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, 
folio 327. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 71. The letter of 
Avery is in No. 65, I, folio 147. 


2 Fazen’s letter is in No. 78, XI, folio 105. 
8In margin is written ‘‘Countermanded, February 27, 1777.” 
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bridge, the military stores sent from the army, there to 
be secured till farther orders. 

That 5,000 dollars be advanced to Carpenter Wharton 
for the public service; he to be accountable. 

Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested to give the continental officers, and all others, 
employed in removing the public stores from this city, 
whether by land or water, all the assistance in their 
power. . 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare an address to the inhabitants of America, and a 
recommendation to the several states, to appoint a day of 
fasting, humiliation, and prayer: 

_ The members, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. R[ichard] 
H[enry] Lee, and Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be empowered and directed 
to settle with and pay the arrears due to Colonel Hay’s 
batallion of the flying camp. 

Resolved, That Thomas De Naif be appointed a lieu- 
tenant of artillery under M. Romand de Lisle. 

Resolved, That a committee of three. be appointed to 
enquire into the state of the prisoners sent from New 
Jersey. 

The members chosen, Dr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark, and Mr. Francis] L[ightfoot] Lee. 

Whereas, in consequence of many complaints that 
engrossers had distressed the public, by raising salt to an 
exorbitant price, the council of safety of Pensylvania, 
with the approbation of Congress, took the management 
of the affair into their hands, and have endeavoured, by 
as just and equal a distribution as possible of the salt 
imported from time to time, to supply the different parts 

of the country; yet, it is found upon trial, either from 
the artful conduct of interested persons not discovered, 
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or from the impossibility of the thing itself, that the 
remedy has been ineffectual; and, on the contrary, salt 
continues scarcer and dearer in this port, than where no 
regulation has been tried: Therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended. to the council of 
safety of Pensylvania, to take off all restraint upon the 
sale of salt; and give public notice, that it shall be law- 
ful for any person to import and sell it, in such manner, 
and at such price, as he shall find voluntary purchasers. 

Resolved, That 200 dollars be advanced to Mr. William 
Govett, assistant to the auditor general ;. he to be account - 
able. 

Resolved, That in case this Congress shall be under the 
necessity of removing from Philadelphia, it shall be 
adjourned to Baltimore. 

Whereas, General Washington hath repeatedly applied, 
and yesterday has renewed, his application, for an imme- 
diate reinforcement for the defence of this city and State;_ 

ResolWwed, That the council of safety be requested, this 
day, to send expresses, that may be relied on, to the sev- 
eral counties in Pensylvania, earnestly requesting that 
they march what troops they can collect, armed and pro- 
vided in the best manner possible, to the army under the 
command of General Washington. 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease be directed to furnish 
Captain Henderson’s company, of the 11th Pensylvania 
batallion, with blankets and stockings. 

Resolved, That expresses be immediately sent to the 
committees of the counties of Cecil, Baltimore, Harford, 
and Frederic, in Maryland, requesting that they apply, 
without delay, to the militia of their respective counties, 
to send forward, as fast as possible, for the defence of 
this city, and the reinforcement of General Washington’s 
army, aS many troops as possible, informing the said 
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committees that some assistance, in the way of arms, may 
be furnished here, to provide such as have no arms to 
bring with them: 

That an express be sent to the council of safety of 
Delaware, requesting them to send forward, as fast as 
possible, for the defence of this city, and the reinforce- 
ment of General Washington, as many troops as possible, 
informing the said council that some assistance in the 
way of arms may be furnished here, to provide such as 
have no arms to bring with them. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to take 
care of the arms belonging to the Continent, and have 
them properly secured. 

Resolved, That William Chambers be appointed captain, 
Alexander Wilson, first lieutenant, Adam Hoops, second 
lieutenant, in the 3d batallion of the regiment com- 
manded by Colonel Moses Hazen. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER to, 1776 


A letter, of the 8, from General Lee, at Morristown. 
One, of the 9, from General Washington, with a letter, 
of the 6, from General Heath, were read.* 

Resolved, That the prisoners sent from the state of 
New Jersey by General Washington, and ordered to 
Frederick town, Maryland, be conveyed there ‘by Cap- 
tain Mountjoy Baily, with a guard of 18 soldiers: 

That the privates [of said guard] be furnished with 
arms, cartridges, knapsacks, and blankets; and 


} Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 
331. Itis printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 72. 
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That 1,000 dollars be advanced to the committee of the 
middle district of Frederic county, to defray the charges 
of conveying the prisoners there, and the expence of fur- 
nishing rations to the prisoners and the guard; the said 
committee to be accountable. 

Resolved, That General Mifflin be directed to repair 
immediately to the neighbouring counties, and, by all the 
means in his power, rouse and bring them in, to the de- 
fence of Philadelphia. 

As the Congress deem it of great importance to the 
general good and safety, that General Mifflin should make 
a progress through the several countries in this state |lof 
Pensylvania, || to rouse the freemen thereof, to the imme- 
diate defence of this city and country, 

Resolved, That the assembly be requested to appoint a 
committee of their body to make the said tour with Gen- 
eral Mifflin, in order to assist him in this good and neces- 
sary work. 

Resolved, That the president return to Congress the 
25,000 of dollars received for the use of the Marine 
Committee. 

Resolved, That Major General Putnam be directed to 
have the several recruits, and other continental troops in 
this city, immediately paraded, and that he proceed, 
without delay, to make the proper defences for the pro- 
tection and security of this city: 

That the council of safety of Pensylvania be requested 
to give Major General Putnam all the assistance in their 
power, for the execution of the above necessary business, 
by calling forth the inhabitants, and by any other means 
in their judgment proper. 

Resolved, That 2,000 dollars be advanced to the dele- 
gates of Georgia, for the use of that state, which is to be 
accountable. 
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Resolved, That 135 1/3 dollars be paid to Robert Patton, 
for his services as messenger, from the 15 May to the 
4th December, instant. 

The committee appointed to prepare an address to the 
inhabitants of America, brought in a draught, which was 
read; and, being debated by paragraphs, was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the said committee have it published 
and dispersed. 


The Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, to the People in general, and particularly to the Inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania and the adjacent States. 

Frrenps AND BRETHREN: 

We think it our duty to address a few words of exhortation to you 
in this importantcrisis. You arenot unacquainted with the history of 
the rise and progress of this war. A plan was carried on by the Brit- 
ish Ministry for several years in a systematick manner to enslave you 
to that kingdom. After various attempts in an artful and insidious 
manner to bring into practice the laying you under tribute, they at 
last openly and decisively asserted their rights of making laws to bind 
you in all cases whatsoever. 

Opposition was made to these encroachments by earnest and humble 
petitions from every Legislature on the Continent, and more than once 
by the Congress representing the whole. These were treated with the 
utmost contempt. Acts of the most unjust and oppressive nature were 
passed and carried into execution, such as exempting the soldiers 
charged with murder in America from a legal trial, and ordering them 
to be carried to Britain for certain absolution, as also directing pris- 
oners taken at sea to be entered on board their ships, and obliged either 
to kill their own friends or fall themselves by their hands. We only 
mention these from among the many oppressive acts of Parliament, 
as proofs to what horrid injustice the love of dominion will sometimes 
carry societies as well as men. At the same time to show how insen- 
sible they will be to the sufferings of others, you may see, by the 
preambles to the acts and addresses to the King, that they constantly 
extol their own lenity in those very proceedings which fill this whole 
Continent with resentment and horrour. 

To crown the whole, they have waged war with us in the most cruel 
and unrelenting manner, employing not only the force of the British 
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nation, but hiring foreign mercenaries, who, without feeling, indulge 
themselves in rapine and bloodshed. The spirit indeed of the Army 
in general is but too well determined, by their inhuman treatment of 
those who have unhappily fallen into their hands. | 

It is well known to you, that at the universal desire of the people, 
and with the hearty approbation of every Province, the Congress 
declared the United States free and independent, a measure not only 
just, but which had become absolutely necessary. It would have been 
impossible to have resisted the formidable force destined against us 
last spring, while we confessed ourselves the subjects of that State 
against which we had taken arms. Besides, after repeated trials, no 
terms could be obtained, but pardon upon absolute submission, which 
every publick body in America had rejected with disdain. 

Resistance has now been made with a spirit and resolution becoming 
a free people, and with a degree of success hitherto which could scarce 
have been expected. The enemy have been expelled from the Northern 
Provinces where they at first had possession, and have been repulsed 
in their attempt upon the Southern by the undaunted valour of the 
inhabitants. Our success at sea, in the capture of the enemy’s ships, 
has been astonishing. They have been compelled to retreat before the 
Northern Army. Notwithstanding the difficulty and uncertainty at 
first of our being supplied with ammunition and military stores, those 
we have now in abundance, and by some late arrivals and captures 
there is an immediate prospect of sufficient clothing for the Army. 

What we have particularly in view in this address is not only to 
promote unanimity and vigour through the whole States, but to excite 
the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and the adjacent States, 
to an immediate and spirited exertion in opposition to the Army that 
now threatens to take possession of this city. You know that during 
the whole campaign they have been checked in their progress, and have 
not till within these two weeks ventured above ten miles from their 
shipping. Their present advances are owing not to any capital defeat, 
or a want of valour in the Army that opposed them, but to a sudden 
diminution of its numbers from the expiration of those short inlist- 
ments which, to ease the people, were at first adopted. Many have 
already joined the Army to supply the deficiency, and we call, in the 
most earnest manner, on all the friends of liberty to exert themselves 
without delay in this pressing emergency. In every other part your 
arms have been successful, and in other respects our sacred cause is in 
the most promising situation. We think it proper to inform and 
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assure you that essential services have been already rendered us by 
foreign States, and we have received the most positive assurances of 
further aid. Let us not, then, be wanting to ourselves. Evena short 
resistance will probably be effectual, as General Lee is advancing with 
a strong reinforcement, and his troops in high spirits. What a pity 
is it, then, that the rich and populous city of Philadelphia should fall 
into the enemy’s hands, or that we should not lay hold of the oppor- 
tunity of destroying their principal Army, now removed from the 
ships of war, in which their greatest strength lies. 

It is certainly needless to multiply arguments in such a situation. 
All that is valuable to us as men and freemen is at stake. It does not 
admit of a question what would be the effect of our finally failing. 
Even the boasted Commissioners for giving peace to America have not 
offered, and do not now offer, any terms but pardon on absolute sub- 
mission. And though (blessed be God) even the loss of Philadelphia 
would not be the loss of the cause, yet while it can be saved, let us not, 
in the close of the campaign, afford them such ground of triumph; but 
give a check to their progress, and convince our friends in the distant 
parts that one spirit animates the whole. 

Confiding in your fidelity and zeal in a contest the most illustrious 
and important, and firmly trusting in the good providence of God, we 
wish y ou happiness and success. 

Given at Philadelphia, December 10, 1776. 


By order of the Congress: 
Joun Hancoon, President.’ 


The Committee of Treasury reported, that there should 
be ad vanced to Mrs. Stevenson the sum of 200 dollars on 
account of her husband, James Stevenson, one of the 
commissioners of accounts; he to be accountable :” 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Resolved, That the president write to General Washing - 
ton, and desire him to send a party to watch the roads 
leading from New Jersey to Philadelphia, above Trenton, 
and give Congress the earliest notice of the enemy’s 
motions. 

1This address is not entered in the manuscript journals, and has been taken from 


Force, American Archives, Fifth Series, ITI, 1149. 
2This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 186, I, folio 7. 
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The Committee of Treasury reported, that there is due 
to John Montgomery and J[asper] Yeates, commissioners 
of Indian affairs for the middle department, for their ac- 
count of debts due to sundry persons on the visit of the 
Indian chiefs from Pittsburg to Congress, the sum of 
[£441 17=] 1,178 24/90 dollars: 

To the Rev. Mr. Fowler, ||Indian|| missionary, being a 
ballance due to him for his services at the treaty with the 
Indians at Pittsburg, 36 dollars: 

To John Gibson, Esq' for 8 months’ house rent for the 
treasury office, as auditor general, to the 9th instant, wood 
for the use of the office, &c. &c. the sum of [£138 12 7 
equal to] 369 61/90 dollars: 

To St. Luke la Corne, Captain Frazier, and Major 
Campbell, for the allowance for themselves and 3 serv- 
ants, from 24th September to 3d December, 90 dollars; 
the same to be paid to Colonel Donald Campbell :? 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That 2,000 dollars be advanced to Lieutenant 
Colonel Antil,’ for the purpose of recruiting the bat- 
allion commanded by Colonel [Moses] Hazen; he to be 
accountable. 

Resolved, That two of the bantental batallions, now 
raising in Connecticut, be stationed for the defence of the 
said state in such parts thereof as Governor Trumbull 
shall judge most conducive for that purpose, till this 
Congress shall order otherwise. 

Resolved, That the treasurer pay, upon the order of the 
government of Connecticut, out of the first monies which 
shall be received into the loan office in that state, forty 
thousand dollars; the said state to be accountable for the 
expenditure thereof. 

Resolved, That Antoine Seelim be appointed a captain 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, I, folio 7. 
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of a riffle company in the corps commanded by Major 
Uhentort 


GS S 


\'The several mattars os » this ac ecteeeed. being peat 
poned, 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow.|| 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1776 


The committee appointed to prepare a resolution for 
appointing a day of fasting and humiliation, brought in 
a report, which was read and agreed to, as follows: 


Whereas, the war in which the United States are engaged with Great 
Britain, has not only been prolonged, but is likely to be carried to the 
greatest extremity; and whereas, it becomes all public bodies, as well 
as private persons, to reverence the Providence of God, and look up 
to him as the supreme disposer of all events, and the arbiter of the 
fate of nations; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to all the United States, as soon 
as possible, to appoint a day of solemn fasting and humiliation; to 
implore of Almighty God the forgiveness of the many sins prevailing 
among all ranks, and to beg the countenance and assistance of his Provi- 
dence in the prosecution of the present just and necessary war. 

The Congress do also, in the most earnest manner, recommend to 
all the members of the United States, and particularly the officers civil 
and military under them, the exercise of repentance and reformation; 
and further, require of them the strict observation of the articles of 
war, and particularly, that part of the said articles, which forbids 
profane swearing, and all immorality, of which all such officers are 
desired to take notice. 

It is left to each state to issue out proclamations fixing the days that 
appear most proper within their several bounds. 


Ordered, That the above be published by the committee 
who brought in the report. 


December, 1776 1028 


A letter, of the 10th December, 1776, from General 
Washington, at Head quarters, falls of Delaware, ||was 
nad: Ir 


The committee appointed to examine the prisoners sent 
from New Jersey, reported, that they have performed 
that service, and find some considerable distinction 
between them; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to examine 
the Jersey prisoners be empowered to discharge from 
gaol such of them as do not appear to have been engaged 
in measures against the United States of America; the 
said prisoners first signing a declaration, that they will 
not hereafter engage in such measures, or give the 
enemies of America aid, information, counsel, or assist-— 
ance, in any way or manner whatsoever; and that such 
as the said committee judge proper, give security not to 
depart the city of Philadelphia without leave of this 
Congress. 

Resolved, That General Putnam be directed to order 
parties of active, spirited men, with proper guides, to 
cross from this city into Jersey; and, under the conduct 
of good officers, to act as harassing parties, and get the 


1 This letter i is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ITI, folio 335. 
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‘best intelligence of the motions and situation of the 
enemy, directing them to send frequent daily intelligence 
thro’ him to Congress, of the discoveries they be able to 
make of the enemies movements and situation. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1776 


A letter, of the 11, from General Washington, was read, 
and referred to the Board of War.' 

Resolved, That 20,000 dollars be advanced to Gustavus 
Risberg, and charged to the account of Richard Dallam. 

That 50,000 dollars be advanced to the council of safety 
of Pensylvania, for the public service; the said council 
to be accountable: 

That 5,000 dollars be advanced to Dr. Nicholas Way, 
llof Wilmington, || for the public service; he to be 
accountable. 

Resolved, That the two companys raised in the town of 
Westmoreland, be ordered to march with all possible 
expedition and join General Washington. 

Resolved, That the continental apothecary be directed 
immediately to pack up all the continental medicines, and 
send them to the quarter master general: 

That the quarter master general be directed to remove 
all the medicines belonging to the continent in this city 
to a place of security: 

That the frigate Randolph and the sloop Hornet be 
directed to act in such manner as the continental general 
commanding here may direct, for the defence of this city, 
in preventing the enemy from passing the Delaware. 


1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, ITI, folio 889. It 
is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford) V, 80. 
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Resolved, That 53 1/8 dollars be advanced to Mr. Sproat, 
clerk at the war office, for his service; he to be account- 
able. 
Mr. [George] Walton, a delegate from Georgia, 
attended, and produced a letter from the secretary of the 
convention |lof that state,|| informing him of his appoint- 
ment, with others, to represent that state for the year 
ensuing: 

Resolved, That he be admitted to a seat. - 

Resolved, That Elisha Sheldon be appointed lieutenant 
colonel commandant of a regiment of cavalry on the 
continental establishment, with the rank and pay of a 
colonel of foot; and that General Washington be author- 
ized to appoint the other officers to said regiment; and 
that the colonel, with his officers, proceed, without delay, 
to raise and discipline the said regiment; and that they 
repair to and join the army under General Washington’s 
command, by companies, as soon as each company shall 
be compleat: 

That the General be empowered to advance to Colonel 
Sheldon such sums of money as may be necessary for the 
service. 

ftesolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to 
employ one or more fast sailing vessels, to proceed on a 
cruise immediately off the Capes of Delaware, to give 
notice to all ships or vessels inward bound of the state of 
this port, in order that they may proceed to some other 
place or places of safety. 

Resolved, That General Putnam be directed to send 
John Connolly under guard to Baltimore, Maryland, there 
to be confined. 

That General Putnam, or the commanding officer in 
Philadelphia, be desired to appoint suitable persons to 
make proper provision of combustibles, for burning such 
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of the frigates and other continental vessels as may be in 
imminent danger of falling into the enemies’ possession 
should this city come into their hands. 

‘But when it shall happen that the General has no 
further occasion for the use of the frigate Randolph, for 
the defence of this city, if the same should fall into 
the enemies hands, should Captain Biddle in that case 
carry the said frigate safely to sea, and thereby save her 
from falling into the enemies’ hands, this Congress will 
reward him and his people with a present of 10,000 
dollars. 

Resolved, That the continental general commanding in 
Philadelphia, be directed to defend the same to the 
utmost extremity, against the attempts of the enemy to 
get possession of it; and that, for this end, he apply, from 
time to time, to the council of safety of Pensylvania for 
their aid and assistance. 

Resolved, That Mr. [Robert] Morris be empowered to 
borrow a sum, not exceeding 10,000 dollars, for the use of 
the Marine Committee; and Congress will indemnify him. 

Resolved, That Timothy Dod be released from con- 
finement. ; 

Resolved, That the arms, ammunition, and cloathing, in 
or near the city of Philadelphia, be put under the direc- 
tion of General Putnam; and that Mr. J. Mease, Mr. 
Towers, and all other persons having continental stores 
in care, make immediate return of the same to General 
Putnam, of the quantities and kinds of each, and where 
the same are placed, that the general may take proper 
order therein, whether for safety or use, as he shall judge 
proper. 

Resolved, That General Putnam be authorized to employ 
all the private armed vessels in this harbour, for the 
defence and security of the city. And that he take the 
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most effectual measures for manning them, and putting 
them in fit condition for the above purpose. ~ 

General Putnam and Brigadier General Mifflin being 
called to a conference, and having, by strong arguments, 
urged the necessity of the Congress retiring, it was, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That Mr. Wilson be desired to inform the 
assembly and council of safety of Pensylvania of the 
lproposed|| adjournment of Congress, and the place to 
which they have resolved to adjourn; and to inform them, 
that Congress will, at all times, on their application, be 
ready to comply with their requisitions for the security of 
this city and state against the common enemy. 

Whereas the movements of the enemy have now ren- 
dered the neighbourhood of this city the seat of war, 
which will prevent that quiet and uninterrupted attention 
to the public business, which should ever prevail in the 
great continental council: 

Resolved, That this Congress be, for the present, 
adjourned to the town of Baltimore, in the state of Mary - 
land, to meet on the 20th instant, unless a sufficient 
number to make a Congress shall be there sooner assem - 
bled; and that, until the Congress shall otherwise order, 
General Washington be possessed of full power to order 
and direct all things relative to the department, and to 
the operations of war. That the several matters to this 


day referred, be postponed to the day to which Congress 
is adjourned.’ 


1*«'The near approach of the enemy to Philadelphia, the slowness of the militia, 
and the advice of friends, induced the Congress to adjourn to this town.’’ Matthew 
Thornton to Meshech Weare, 25 December, 1776. Whipple intimates that a panic in 
all orders of people ‘‘ seized the nerves of some members of Congress.’’ 

In the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, IV, folio 241, is an undated motion 
which probably belongs to this period of removal: 

“Resolved, That it be recommended to the Council of Safety of this State to post at 
the different ferries on Skuylkill and Delaware and also at.Shamany sentries, to be 
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BALTIMORE 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1776 


Congress met according to adjournment. 
The delegates from Georgia produced the credentials of 
their reappointment, which were read as follows: 


GEORGIA 


In Convention, SAVANNAH, 9” October, 1776. 
The Convention proceeded to ballot for Delegates to represent this 
State in the Continental Congress for the Year ensuing: when, on clos- 
ing the Poll, it appeared that Messrs. John Houstoun, Lyman Hall, 
Button Gwinnett, George Walton, and Nathan Brownson, Esquires 
were duly elected, and declared so accordingly. 
A true Copy from the Minutes, 
Epwarp Lanawortuy, Secretary.' 


Sundry letters were read, viz. 

Three from General Washington, of the 12, and 13, and 
15; with one, of the 18th, from General Sullivan. 

Four, from Mr. R. Morris, ||at Philadelphia,]|| of the 13, 
14, 16, and 17th. 

One, of the 8, from General Wooster :? 


formed from the Associators of this province whose business it shall be to make par- 
ticular enquiry of all persons attempting to cross such ferries and to prevent such 
passing who cannot give a good and sufficient account of themselves as friends to 
these States, or who have not a pass from the Congress or Council of Safety or Board 
of War, or are not in motion to join the Army of these United States, and that offi- 
cers of discretion have the command at the several posts and that he [they] be in- 
structed from time to time to transmit whatever may come to their knowledge, which 
they may deem interesting to these States.’ 

On the back of the paper is noted by Charles Thomson the vote, eight ayes and 
three noes. 

1[he original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Georgia, Credentials of 
Delegates. 

? The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, IT, 
folios 343, 351, and 355. They are printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 82, 
89,and 100. That of Morrisis in No. 137 (appendix), folios 1-19, and that of Wooster 
is in No. 161, folio 323. 
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|| Ordered, That they bel] referred to a committee of four: 

The members chosen, Mr. R[{ichard] H[{enry] Lee, Mr. 
[James] Wilson, Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison, and Mr. 
[Samuel] Adams. 

Resolved, That Benjamin Griffith do immediately sup- 
ply the prisoners from North Carolina with provisions, 
cloathing, and blankets, and fuel, sufficient to protect 
them from the inclemency of the weather’; and that the 
apartments, in which they are confined, be glazed, and in 
other respects secured from the weather, so that the health 
of the prisoners may be preserved, and they experience 
that humanity which has ever marked the conduct of this 
Congress: to its ete 


the-reinfercements: 

Resolved, That the president write to General Washing- 
ton, and desire him to send a flag to General Howe, and 
enquire in what manner General Lee, ||who has been taken 
prisoner,|| is treated: and if he finds that he is not treated 
agreeable to his rank and character, to send a remonstrance 
to General Howe on the subject; and farther, to enquire 
of General Howe whether he will grant permission to send 
General Lee such supplies of money as may be necessary 
to support him, during his confinement, in a manner suit - 
able to his rank in the service of the United States of 
America: 

That the president also write to Mr. R[obert] Morris, 
and request him to send 100 half-johannes to General 
Washington for the use of General Lee. 


In margin is written ‘‘Counter-orde 
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|The several matters to this day referred; being post- 


poned,|| 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow.’ 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1776 


A letter, of the 1 October, from Mr. [Silas] Deane, was 
read : 

A letter of the 19 from the committee of Frederic 
county, was read, together with sundry resolutions passed 
by the said committee, respecting the marching of the 
militia |lof that county|[, to reinforce General Washington, 
\|was read.||? 

A number of prisoners being sent to Baltimore: Where- 
upon, . 

Resolved, That the committee of Baltimore be requested 
to secure, in a convenient room, under a guard, the pris- 
oners, arrived this day from Philadelphia, except the two 
Goodrichs, who are to be committed to gaol; that Mr. [B.] 


1In the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, IV, folios 147 and 239, are two un- 
dated motions, as follows: 

‘‘Resolved, That the committee appointed to superintend the printing of the Jour- 
nals of Congress, be empowered and directed to send an Express to enquire where 
Mr. Robert Aitken, who was employed in printing them, is or may be; and that they 
cause so much of them as are already printed to be removed to this place, and also to 
remove his press and Utensils to this place at the public expence: provided the said 
Robert Aitken shall be willing to come with them, and perform his engagement with 
Congress.’’ 

‘Resolved, That the committee appointed to superintend the printing of the Jour- 
nals write to Mr. Aitken of Philadelphia and request that he would immediately pro- 
ceed hither with his press and every other matter necessary for compleating the 
printing of the Journals of the Congress, and that he also bring with him the several 
Copies of the Journal so far as he has advanced in printing them, and that he may 
rest assured that the Congress will reimburse him any extraordinary expence which 
may attend his removal in Addition to what they have already engaged to pay him 
had not circumstances rendered this additional trouble necessary.”” 

As Dunlap printed the resolution of December 23 on militia accounts, he must have 
been called to Baltimore almost immediately after the removal of Congress to that 
place. 

2 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 97. 
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Griffith be empowered to supply them with provisions and 
other things absolutely necessary for them, until farther 
orders of Congress. 

Resolved, That 6,000 dollars be advanced to Colonel 
Thomas Price, for the purpose of recruiting his batallion; 
he to be accountable. 

The Board of Treasury reported, that they have had 
under consideration the account of Colonel [Captain] 
W[illiam] Richardson for guarding the continental treas- 
ury from Philadelphia to this place [Baltimore]; that the 
expence of the guard, with the provender for the teams, 
amounts to one hundred forty two pounds, one shilling 
and eleven pence [=378.83 dollars; ] and he credits one 
hundred twelve pounds, ten shillings [=300 dollars] 
received by a warrant on the treasurer, and that there 
remains due to the said [Captain ] W. Richardson, [twenty 
nine pounds, eleven shillings, eleven pence Pennsylvania 
currency, equal to] 78 83/90 dollars:* 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

A letter, of the 15, from General Armstrong, at Phila- 
delphia, was read, and referred to the Board of War.’ 

The committee to whom were referred the letters from 
General Washington and Mr. Morris, brought in their 
Bs deg was cohen ae Consigorene ns WVDETEUPOR 


That proper magazines of provision for the army be 
immediately formed in or near Pensylvania, and that Con - 
gress approve of the General’s sending General Armstrong 
to fix on the most secure and convenient places for such 

2 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 186, I, folio 11. 
§ This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Gear, No. 162, folio 260. 
20719—voL vI-—06-———12 
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magazines; to animate the militia, and facilitate the 
recruiting service in Pensylvania: 

That Congress approve of General Washington’s send - 
ing General Smallwood to Maryland, to encourage and 
promote the speedy raising of the new levies therein; and 
General Smallwood is requested to use his utmost en- 
deavours in executing that business: 

That Robert Morris, George Clymer, and George Wal- 
ton, Esqrs. be a committee of Congress, with powers to 
execute such continental business as may be proper and 
necessary to be done at Philadelphia:* 

That 200,000 dollars be immediately sent to Mr. Com- 
missary Mease, subject to the disposition of the said 
committee, for providing the militia going into service; 
for paying the soldiers from Ticonderoga, and for such 
other public uses as they shall think proper: 

That if the above sum should be insufficient, the said 
committee have power to call on the commissioner of the 
loan office, in Pensylvania, for such farther sums, as the 
continental use there may demand: 

That the said committee keep up a regular correspond - 
ence with Congress, informing them, from time to time, 
of their proceedings herein: 

That the resolve respecting the appointment of this 
committee, and its powers, be transmitted to Messieurs 
Morris, Clymer, and Walton, by Mr. President; and that 
he inform the said gentlemen, that Congress approve their 
care of the public business as signified in Mr. Morris’s 
letters. Also, that Mr. Morris be informed, that Congress 
highly approve his plan of fitting the continental frigates 
at Philadelphia regularly for sea, and with all possible 
expedition: 

“Your Committee have opened their office and given publick notice of their daily 


attendances to transact such Continental business as may be proper and necessary in 
this place.”’ Committee to the President of Congress, 28 December, 1776. 
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That Mr. Secretary Peters be directed, by the Board of 
War, to repair to Baltimore as soon as possible. 

Resolved, That 19,000 dollars be advanced to Mr. John 
Boyd, pay master of Colonel Mackay’s batallion, for the 
use of that batallion; he to be accountable for the ex- 
penditure. 

Resolved, That two chaplains be appointed to this 
Congress. 

That Monday next be assigned fo chusing them. 

Congress resumed consideration of the letter from the 
committee of Frederic county: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That 18,000 dollars be transmitted to the 
committee of Frederic, for the use of the militia of the 
counties of Frederic, Washington, and Montgomery, who 
march to reinforce General Washington; the said com- 
mittee to be accountable: That the committee transmit to 
General Washington a particular account of the money 
advanced to the militia. . 

Resolved, That officers of troops inlisted for three years, 
or during the war, receive pay on the new establishment, 
from the time of their being appointed by their respective 
States, in consequence of the resolution of Congress passed 
the 16th of September last. 

Resolved, That such alteration be made in the rations 
of the Virginia troops as the governor and council of that 
state shall direct, provided the expence does not exceed 
that of the ration established for the continental army. 

Resolved, That three thousand dollars be advanced to 
Colonel W. Richardson for the purpose of pocneang his 
regiment; he to be accountable. 


1A subsequent resolution of 27th December, determining a . magazine, &c, to be 
erected at Carlisle, superseeds this.’? Note in margin. 
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Resolved, That Mr. [William] Hooper be empowered to 
examine into the state of the North Carolina prisoners, 
and have such of them as are sick, removed to a private 
house, and kept under guard; and that he provide a 
physician to attend them. 

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to pay 
the militia that may reinforce his army, in the same man- 
ner as his other troops are paid; and that, on their dis- 
charge, one penny per mile be allowed in lieu of rations, 
to support them on their march to their respective places 
of abode." 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, — 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1776 


Congress agreeable to the order of the day, proceeded 
to the election of chaplains, and the ballots being taken 
the Reverend Mr. P. Allison, and the Reverend Mr. W. 
White, were elected. 

Ordered, That Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [Samuel] 
Adams, and Mr. [William] Hooper, be a committee to 
inform the said gentlemen of their appointment, and 
desire their attendance. 

Mr. [ William] Hooper having reported, that the present 
situation of the prisoners is very disagreeable and dan- 
gerous to their health, on account of the prison being 
much out of repair; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That until the apartments of the jail of the 
town of Baltimore shall be repaired, and put in sucha 
condition as not to endanger the health of those who may 
be confined in them, that the prisoners from the state of 


1 This paragraph is in a writing other than that of Charles Thomson. 
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North Carolina be removed from thence to different rooms 
in the court house, or wherever else they can be procured, 
and there safely locked up and secured; and that the 
committee of inspection of the said town, be requested to 
direct proper apartments for their reception, and from 
time to time, keep up a good and sufficient guard over 
them; and, in order to secure them more effectually, that 
the prisoners, agreeable to their own voluntary proposal, 
shall be upon their parole not to make any attempts to . 
escape from confinement, nor interfere in the present 

war with Great Britain, by carrying on any correspond- 

ence, conversation, or otherwise, with the enemies of 

America; and that during this confinement, Benjamin 
Griffith, who, by a late resolve of this Congress, was di- 

rected to supply the prisoners when confined in gaol, 

continue to supply and accommodate them with neces- 

saries for their support. 

Resolved, That Robert Patton be door keeper, and 
James Long, messenger, ||to Congress.|| 

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for appointing 
skilful persons to be sent to examine the Salisbury and 
Mr. Livingston’s foundaries, agreeable to the resolution 
of the 28 November last. 

The Committee of Secret Correspondence, having 
applied for instructions to enable them to return an 
answer to the letter read yesterday from Mr. Deane, 
Congress took the said letter into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Secret Correspondence 
be directed to inform the Commissioners at the Court of 
France, that Congress have received no advices concern - 
ing the proceedings of Portugal but what they have seen 
in the news papers, the authenticity of which may be 
doubtful. That Congress desire exact information from 
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the Commissioners, whether any American vessels have 
been prohibited entering, or have been confiscated, in the 
dominions of Portugal, and on what principles. 

That they be directed to remonstrate in the firmest tone 
with the Portuguese Ambassador on these subjects, so 
soon as they shall have well informed themselves of the 
facts above mentioned. 

That the Commissioners be authorised to arm and fit 
for war any number of vessels not exceeding six, at the 
expence of the United States, to war upon British prop- 
erty, and that commissions and warrants be for this 
purpose sent to the Commissioners, provided the Com- 
missioners be well satisfied this measure will not be 
disagreeable to the court of France. 

Resolved, That Mr. Jobn Boyd, the pay master of Colo- 
nel Mackay’s batallion, be empowered to receive from 
Mr. William Smith, at Hanover, such a number of shoes 
as may be wanted for the use of the said batallion. 

Resolved, That the assemblies, conventions, committees 
or councils of safety, and other persons that are or may 
be entrusted with money for the militia reinforcing the 
armies of the United States, transmit the receipts of the 
officers receiving the same to the pay master or deputy 
pay master general of the respective armies; who are 
hereby directed to make the proper stoppages, and give 
certificates of the delivery of such receipts, specifying 
therein, the names of the persons signing them, the dates 
and sums mentioned in the same, and the persons to 
whom the receipts were given; which certificates shall 
be received by the commissioners of the treasury as suf- 
ficient vouchers for discharging the respective accounts 
from the sums expressed in the same. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of Congress at the 
Court of France be authorised to borrow on the faith of 
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the thirteen United States a sum not exceeding two 
millions sterling, for a term not less than ten years. 

That, if the money borrowed cannot be obtained at a 
less interest than six per centum, the Commissioners be 
permitted to engage for that rate of interest, and that 
they stipulate for the payment of the interest at periods 
not less than annual. 
. That if the Commissioners can contract for the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest in the products of 
North America, to be delivered here, it will be very 
agreeable to Congress. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1776! 


A letter, of the 20th, from the council of safety of 
Pensylvania. 

One, of the 21, from R. Morris. 

One, of the 10th, from General Schuyler, with sundry 
papers enclosed, ||were received and read : ||” 

Resolved, That the last be referred to the committee on 
the affairs of the northern army. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the said com- 
mittee: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] a and 
Mr. [William] Whipple. 

Resolved, That 200,000 dollars be advanced to the coun - 
cil of safety of Pensylvania, for the public service; the 
said council to be accountable. 

1 From this point to the end of the year 1776, the entries in the Corrected Journal 
is in a writing other than that of Charles Thomson. 


2'The Council of Safety letter isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 69, I, 
folio 273. That of Robert Morris is in No. 137 (appendix), folio 21. 
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Resolved, That Mr. Hillegas, the treasurer, be empow- 
ered to employ proper persons to sign the Bills which 
remain unsigned in the treasury, and return their names 
to Congress. 

Resolved, That a letter be siaediately written by Mr. 
President to the assemblies of New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts bay and Connecticut, informing them, of the 
critical state of the fortress of Ticonderoga and the other 
posts in that quarter; and the extreme danger of General 
Carleton’s possessing himself of that fortress as soon as 
Lake Champlain shall be so frozen, as to be capable of 
bearing horses: that, by a letter from General Schuyler, 
Congress is informed, that the troops, now occupying 
those posts, will not tarry after the 31 of this month; 
and, in the most pressing terms, urging the necessity of 
hastening up troops, from their respective states, with 
the utmost despatch, in the following proportions, viz. 
2,500 from Massachusetts bay, 1,500 from Connecticut, 
and 500 from New Hampshire, making 4,500. Informing 
them, that Congress desire they will not wait till the sev- 
eral corps are compleated; there being now a plentiful 
stock of provisions at Ticonderoga, and nothing to fear 
from the enemy till the lake shall be frozen, as above- 
mentioned. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee 
appointed on the 17 October for the better regulating the 
Treasury Board: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Nelson, and Mr. 
[William] Ellery. 

Resolved, That 533 1/3 dollars be advanced to Thomas 
Nichols, deputy quarter master general, for the public 
service, and charged to the account of Brigadier General 
Mifflin, quarter master general, to whom said Nichols, 
who is an officer in his department, is to be accountable. 
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Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to pre- 
pare and report a plan for obtaining foreign assistance. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. 
[John] Witherspoon, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. 
[Abraham] Clark, Mr. S[amuel] Adams. 

Sundry French letters were laid before Congress, and 
read : 

Ordered, That the said letters frem—Genest—and—de 
Champieny be referred to the committee for procuring 
cannon. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the said com- 
mittee. 

The member chosen, Mr. [Francis] Lewis. 

Resolved, That two other magazines of ammunition, in 
addition to that agreed to on the 21, be formed, one in 
the eastern states, and one in the southern states: 

Ordered, That the delegates of the eastern states confer 
together, and also those of the southern states, and fix 
upon proper places, and report to Congress on Thursday 
next. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Thursday.’ 

1“ An inexcusable neglect in the officers, want of fidelity, honour, and humanity 
in the doctors, and avarice in the suttlers, has slain ten soldiers to the enemy’s one, 
and will soon prevent every man of common sense from putting his life and fortune 
in the power of such as destroy both without pity or mercy. I have proposed to 
Congress that every State in future should appoint one or more suttlers, as they 
think proper, for their own men, to be supplied by a committee appointed by said 
State with every thing necessary for sick and well men, at a price stipulated by said 
State; the suttlers and committee to be paid by and accountable to said State; and 
@ superintendent who shall have no other business but to see that every soldier 
belonging to the State is properly supplied and supported agreeable to their circum- 
stances, and that proper stoppages be made for what they receive, when they are 
receiving their wages. The Congress approve of the method, but say it is the busi- 


ness and duty of each State to take care of their own men, and they expect they 
will.” Matthew Thornton to Meshech Weare, 25 December, 1776. 
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Sundry letters were read, viz. 

One, of the 16, from General Wasiase.% with an 
extract of a letter from Commissary General Trumbull: 

One, of the 13th, from said Commissary General 
Trumbull at Morristown: 

One, of the 8th, from Governor Cooke: 

One, of the 20th, from General Washington, with a 
plan for the establishment of artillery, and a memo- 
randum.’ 

One, of the 21, from General N. Greene: 

Two, of the 22, from the council of safety of Pensyl- 
vania, with sundry letters from Ticonderoga: 

One, of the 2d, from Colonel A[nthony] Wayne, at 
Ticonderoga, with sundry papers enclosed: 

One, of the 6th, from Colonel J. Wood, at ditto: 

One, of the 23, from Samuel Washington, of Berkley 
county, Virginia: 

One, of the 10, from Colonel John Brown, of Albany, 
with papers enclosed : 

Also, a letter from Donald M’Leod, Alexander M’Leod, 
Kenneth M’Donald, and a petition from Thomas Slater, 
prisoners.’ 

Resolved, That 400,000 dollars be advanced to Joseph 
Trumbull, commissary general; he to be accountable. 

Resolved, That J. Trumbull, Esq’ commissary general, 
be empowered to import, at the continental risque, from 

‘The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, 
III, folios 361, 369. They are printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 101, 112. 
The letter from Joseph Trumbull is in No. 78, XXII, folio 179. That of Governor 
Cooke, is in No. 64, folio 366. 

? That of Greene is in No. 155, I, folio 31. That of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Safety is in No. 69, I, folio 281; that of Joseph Wood is in No. 78, XXIII, folio 327; 
that of Joseph Trumbull is in No. 78, XXII, folio 179; and that of Brown is in No. 


78, I, folio 118. The letter from McLeod &c. is in 78, XV, folio 159, and the peti- 
tion of Slater is in No. 42, VII, folio 19. 
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Virginia and Maryland, and the other southern states, 
such quantities of flour and other provisions as he may 
judge necessary for the support of the army. 

Resolved, That the delegates of Virginia be empowered 
and directed to write to the governor and council of their 
state, and request them to contract with proper persons 
for the delivery of 10,000 barrels of flour on James, York, 
Rappahannock, and Potomack rivers, to the order of 
Joseph Trumbull, commissary general of the continental - 
army, or of a larger quantity should he require a further 
supply; the said J. Trumbull to send vessels to take it in, 
and to pay for, drawing orders on the president of Con- 
gress for the payment of the same.. 

Ordered, That the letters read be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole: 

Congress than resolved itself into a sunita of the 
whole, to take into consideration the letters; and, after 
some time spent thereon, the president resumed thewhair, 
and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison reported, that the com- 
mittee have had under consideration the letters to them 
referred; but, not having time to finish, desire leave to sit 
again to Morrow at 10 o’Clock. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to Morrow, at 10 
o’Clock, enolve itself into a.committee of the whole, to 
take into consideration the letters read this day. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
take into consideration the state of the army, and report 
thereon to Morrow morning: 

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, Mr. 
[James] Wilson, and Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to 
prepare a plan for the better conducting the executive 
business of Congress, by boards composed of persons, not 
members of Congress: 
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The members chosen, Mr. [William] Whipple, Mr. 
[James] Wilson, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [Thomas] 
Nelson, and Mr. [Robert] Morris. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1776 


Resolved, That the of sum 3,333 1/3 dollars be advanced 
to Mr. James Nourse, for the use of the militia of Berkley 
and Frederic counties, in Virginia, who are about to march 
to reinforce General Washington; the said Mr. J. Nourse 
to be accountable for the expenditure. 

Resolved, That the resolution passed the 3d of Decem- 
ber, granting a pair of shoes and stockings to the militia 
of Pensylvania, and by which they are entitled to the 
same rations and the same monthly pay with the other 
troops on the continental establishment, to commence 
from the time of their enrolment, be extended to the Vir- 
ginia militia, who march to reinforce General Washington. 

Sundry letters were read, viz. 

One of the 23, from Mr. R. Morris; one, of the 3, from 
General Schuyler, at Saratoga; one from Henricus Godet, 
of St. Eustatia, of November 30; one, of the 18, from 
Richard Dallam, deputy pay master general, at Newtown, 
in Bucks county, Pensylvania; one, of the 5, from Jona- 
than Trumbull; one, of the 25 November, from Joseph 
Trumbull; a petition from Faneuil and others, to the 
assembly of Massachusetts bay, and a resolution passed 
by the said assembly in consequence thereof.’ 

1 The letter of Robert Morris is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 137 
(appendix), folio 25. That of Schuyler is in No. 153, II, folio 505. That of Godet 
is in No. 78, X, folio 58. That of Dallam isin No. 78, VII, folio 91. That of Joseph 


Trumbull is in No. 78, XXII, folio 175. The petition from Faneuil, Marec, Coppin 
de la Garde, and Binnal de Laboulbine, is in No. 42, ITI, folio 13. 
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The committee on the state of the army, brought in 
their report, which was taken into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That a brigadier general of artillery be ap- 
pointed; and, the ballots being taken, 

Colonel Henry Knox was elected. 

Resolved, That General Washington be empowered to 
use every endeavour, by giving bounties and otherwise, to 
prevail upon the troops, whose time of inlistment shall 
expire at the end of the month, to stay with the army so 
long after that period, as its situation shall render their 
stay necessary : 

That the new levies in Virginia, Maryland, the Dela- 
ware state, Pensylvania, and New Jersey, be ordered to 
march by companies, and parts of companies, as fast as 
they shall be raised, and join the army under General 
Washington, with the utmost despatch: 

That the foregoing resolution be transmitted by the 
president to the executive powers of the states before 
mentioned, who are requested to carry it into execution; 
to appoint commissaries to precede the troops, and pro- 
cure provision for them on their march; and that they be 
empowered to draw money for this purpose from the 
nearest continental pay master: 

That General Washington be empowered to appoint 
a commissary of prisoners, and a cloathier general for 
supplying the army; to fix their salaries, and return their 
names to Congress: 

That General Washington be requested to fix upon that 
system of promotion in the continental army, which, in 
his opinion, and that of the general officers with him, will 
produce most general satisfaction; that it be suggested to 
him, whether a promotion of field officers in the colonial 
line, and of captains and subalterns in the regimental line, 
would not be the most proper: 
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That the Committee of Congress at Philadelphia be 
desired to contract with proper persons for erecting at 
Carlisle, in Pensylvania, a magazine sufficient to contain 
ten thousand stand of arms and two hundred tons of gun 
powder, and also for erecting an elaboratory adjacent to 
such magazine. 

That the council of Massachusetts bay be desired to 
contract with proper persons for erecting in the town of 
Brookfield in that state, a magazine sufficient to contain 
ten thousand stand of arms and two hundred tons of gun 
powder, and also for erecting an elaboratory adjacent to 
such magazine. 

That Congress approve of General Washington’s direct- 
ing the quarter master general to provide teams for each 
regiment, and for other necessary purposes: 

Thatthe Committee of Secret Correspondence be desired 
to direct the Commissioners at the Court of France to pro- 
cure, if possible, from that Court an hundred thousand 
stand of small arms. 

That the 2d and 7th Virginia regiments, with all the 
convalescents from the other corps left in that state, and 
now fit for duty, be ordered to march and join the army 
under General Washington, with the utmost despatch, 
leaving the arms that they have at present, with the gov- 
ernor and council of that state, as they will be provided 
with others at the Head of Elk: ’ 

That three of the regiments, upon the new establish- 
ment, in nore Parohng, be ordered his mare Sanaa 
ie the eee z 


Genel Weshington: 
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That the state of Virginia be empowered to call into 
service, at the continental expence, three regiments of 
militia, or minute men, if such a measure shall be, by that 
state, judged necessary. 

The unjust, but determined, purpose of the British court 
to enslave these free states, obvious through every delu- 
sive insinuation to the contrary, having placed things in 
such a situation, that the very existence of civil liberty 
now depends on the right execution of military powers, 
and the vigorous, decisive conduct of these, being impos- 
sible to distant, numerous, and deliberative bodies: 

This Congress, having maturely considered the present 
crisis; and having perfect reliance on the wisdom, vigour, 
and uprightness of General Washington, do, hereby, 

Resolwe, That General Washington shall be, and he is 
hereby, vested with full, ample, and complete powers to 
raise and collect together, in the most speedy and effectual 
manner, from any or all of these United States, 16 bat- 
allions of infantry, in addition to those already voted by 
Congress; to appoint officers for the said batallions; to 
raise, officer, and equip three thousand light horse; three 
regiments of artillery, and a corps of engineers, and to 
establish their pay; to apply to any of the states for such 
aid of the militia as he shall judge necessary; to form 
such magazines of provisions, and in such places, as he 
shall think proper; to displace and appoint all officers 
under the rank of brigadier general, and to fill up all 
vacancies in every other department in the American 
armies; to take, wherever he may be, whatever he may 
want for the use of the army, if the inhabitants will not 
sell it, allowing a reasonable price for the same; toarrest 
and confine persons who refuse to take the continental 
currency, or are otherwise disaffected to the American 


1046 Journals of Congress 


cause; and return to the states of which they are citizens, 
their names, and the nature of their offences, together 
with the witnesses to prove them: 

That the foregoing powers be vested in General Wash- 
ington, for and during the term of six months from the 
date hereof, unless sooner determined by Congress. 

Resolved, That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested to take the most vigorous and speedy measures 
for punishing all such as shall refuse continental cur- 
rency; and that the General be directed to give all 
necessary aid to the council of safety, for carrying their 
measures on this subject into effectual execution. 

Mr. Hillegas having returned the names of persons ||by 
him employed|| to superintend the press, and to sign the 
bills of credit, they were agreed to; and are, 

Superintendents of the press: Thomas Harrison, 
William Smith, and John Merryman, Junior. 

Signers of money: Jobs Srith, _Wittem -Baehenan; 

; William Asquith, John 
Griffith, Hercules Courtney, Joha-Maale, John Cokey, 
James Kelso, Richard Cromwell, Fhomas-Selors,Witiem 
Vie Esers James cOpeun John —MoHlonny,—Johe 
eure A ssel, George 
Wolsh, Pheedors Barrell, Thomas Dornelian: J ohn Boyd, 
Benjamin Levy, 
Samuel Hillegas, and William Govett. 

Resolved, That 266 2/3 dollars be advanced to John 
Griffith, for the use of the sick soldiers in Baltimore; he 
to be accountable. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 0’Clock to Morrow. 


? 


. December, 1776 1047 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1776 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare a circular letter to the several United States, 
explaining the reasons which induced Congress to enlarge 
the powers. of General Washington, and requesting them 
to co-operate with him, and give him all the aid in their 
power: 

The members chosen, Mr. R[ichard] H[enry] Lee, 
Mr. [James] Wilson, and Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 

Resolved, That the five millions of dollars, which by 
the resolution of the 2d of November last, the Treasury 
Board were ordered to prepare and have ready for emis- 
sion, be now emitted on the faith of the United States. 

Resolved, That the council of safety of the state of 
Maryland, be, and they are hereby, requested, to furnish 
Mr. John Griffith with fifty blankets for the use of the 
sick soldiers in Baltimore, who stand in immediate need 
thereof, 

Resolved, That 400 dollars be advanced to Colonel Car- 
vill Hall, for the use of his batallion; he to be account- 
able. 

The committee, to whom the report of the gentlemen 
who were directed to repair to Ticonderoga, and the papers 
therein mentioned, were referred, brought in a report, 
which was taken into consideration: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of Congress, the northern 
army may be supplied more advantageously and con- 
veniently, in the present mode by the commissary gen- 
eral governing himself by such regulations as have been, 
and may be, from time to time, ordained by the general 
or commander in chief, than by contractors: 

That the commissary general be directed, without fail, 
to supply the northern army, this winter, with vegetables 

20719—voL vi—06——13 
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twice in every week, or more frequently, if possible; and 
to take effectual measures that they be well supplied with 
vinegar: 

That two large floating batteries be built on Lake 
Champlain, to cover the boom and the bridge; and that 
General Schuyler be desired to contract with builders for 
this purpose in New York, or Massachusetts bay, or both, 
and that General Schuyler provide the materials: 

That the committee for supplying cannon be directed to 
procure ten brass six inch howitzers, with shells, and a 
proper attrail, for the use of the northern army: 

That a fort be constructed on Mount Independence: 
that the navigation of the lake near that place be ob- 
structed by Cassons, to be sunk in the water, at small dis- 
tances from one another, and joined together by string 
pieces, so as, at the same time, toserve for a bridge between 
the fortifications on the east and west sides; that, to pre- 
vent the enemy from drawing their small craft over land 
beyond Three Mile Point into Lake George, the passage 
of that lake be also obstructed, in like manner, by Cas- 
sons from island to island in the narrows, if practicable, 
or by floating batteries; that Fort Stanwix be strength- 
ened, and other fortifications be made at proper places 
near the Mohawk river, and that General Schuyler, or the 
commanding officer of the northern army, execute these 
works this winter; and that the commanding officers of 
artillery, chief engineer, quarter master general, and com- 
missary general, provide and perform whatever things in 
their respective departments are necessary, or may con- 
tribute to the accomplishment thereof: 

That the general court, or council, of the state of Mas- 
sachusetts bay, be requested to procure such a quantity of 
oakum, and any other articles, as General Schuyler, who 
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is desired to write to them on the subject, shall require; 
and to forward the same to such places as he shall direct :' 

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan for obtain- 
ing foreign assistance brought in a report, which was 
read.” 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
the whole house, and that Congress do immediately resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole to take the same into 
consideration. 

Congress then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole to take into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the plan of obtaining foreign assistance, and 
after some time spent thereon, the president resumed the 
chair, and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison reported that the 
committee have had under consideration the report to 
them referred, and made sundry amendments, but not 
having had time to go through the whole desire leave to. 
sit again. 

ftesolved, That Congress will to Morrow resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole to take into farther con- 
sideration the report of the committee. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered and 
directed to write to Philadelphia for accoutrements and 
necessaries for six troops of light horse ordered from 
Virginia. 

The several matters to this day eberiad: being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow morning. 

1 This report, in the writing of George Wythe, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 21, folio 41. 


*This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 3. It is printed under December 30, p. 1058, post. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1776 


Resolved, That the committee appointed to consider the 
letter from General Schuyler, dated the 10th of December, 
be directed to send a suitable person or persons to Mr. 
Livingston, owner of the foundery in the state of New 
York, and to Governor Trumbull, under whose direction 
is the foundery at Salisbury; and also to the council of 
the state of Massachusetts bay, to procure such cannon 
and ordnance stores, as are required by the general in 
his said letter; as being immediately necessary for the 
northern department. 

Congress then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole to take into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the plan of obtaining foreign assistance, and 
after some time, the president resumed the chair, and 
Mr. F[rancis] L[ightfoot] Lee reported that the com- 
mittee have had under consideration the report to them 
referred, and have come to sundry farther amendments, 
which he was ready to report. 

Resolved, That the report be received and taken into 
consideration to Morrow. 

Resolved, That to Morrow be assigned for appointing 
more general officers. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1776 


A letter, of the 21, from Brigadier General Lewis, was 
read. 
Also two letters, of the 26 and 27, from R. Morris.’ 


1 Lewis’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 159, folio 268. Those 
of Morris are in No. 137 (appendix), folios 33, 37. 
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The committee, appointed to consider the letters from 
General Schuyler, and relating to the northern army, 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

fesolved, That General Schuyler, or the commanding 
officer of the northern army, be directed to cause an 
elaboratory to be erected at Atbany such place as he shall 
judge most convenient, to fix all the necessary ammuni- 
tion for the ensuing campaign. 

Resolved, That 15 companies, consisting of a captain or 
overseer, and 30 men each, be engaged, upon such terms 
as General Schuyler shall think just and equitable, for the 
batteau service: and be occasionally employed on the high 
ways and other works in the quarter master general’s 
department; and that four companies of carpenters, to 
consist of an overseer and twenty five men each, be 
engaged in like manner to attend the northern army. 

That the Overseers have the Rank and receive the pay of and 
be allowed the same Rations, and the Men be subsisted and paid as 
private Soldiers. And that General Schuyler or the Commanding 
officer of that Army grant warrants to the overseers for inlisting. 

For the better regulating waggons in the northern army, 

Resolved, That two waggons be allowed to every com- 
pany on a march, and one waggon to the colonel, one to 
the lieutenant colonel and major, one to the staff of a 
regiment, and one for the particular use of the director of 
the hospital. Hach waggon to be drawn by two horses, 
(except that for the colonel, which is to be allowed four 
horses,)’ and subject to such orders, as shall, from time 
to time, be issued by the general or commanding officer. 

Resolved, That if any commissioned or non-commis- 
sioned officer shall employ more carriages than are men- 
tioned in the foregoing resolution, he shall not be allowed 
to make a public charge of it, but shall pay the customary 


1 The words in parentheses were inserted in the writing of Charles Thomson. 
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price himself: and, on his refusal or neglect of so doing, 
he shall be subject to be fined by a court martial in treble 
the sum; one third part of such fine to be for the use of 
the owner of the waggon or other carriage so employed, 
and the other two thirds to the pay master for the public 
use; the part adjudged to the owner of the carriage shall 
be paid to him by any quarter master on the certificate of 
the president of the court martial, who shall transmit the 
whole fine to the pay master, in order that the same may 
be deducted from the pay of the delinquent.’ 

Resolved, That the Seeret-Committee Board of War be directed to 
order Sixty Tons of Cannon Powder and Thirty four tons of musquet 
Powder to be immediately sent to Genl Schuyler for the Use of the 
Northern Army, provided those quantities cun be spared consistent 
with the Safety of the several States. Postpon’d.* 

Congress being informed that some of the prisoners 
have broken out of gaol, and made their escape, 

Resolved, That the committee of observation for Balti- 
more county be requested to direct immediate and strict 
search for the prisoners, who last night escaped from the 
gaol in Baltimore town; and to offer a reward for the 
apprehending and securing the said prisoners; and that 
the said committee make enquiry into the conduct of the 
gaolor, or any other person suspected of permitting or 
assisting the escape; and that they take such measures as 
they shall think proper to bring such offenders to pun- 
ishment. 

Resolved, That 200 dollars be. paid into the hands of 
the committee appointed to consider the letter from Gen- 
eral Schuyler of the 10th of December, for the payment 
of the expences of some suitable person or persons to be 
sent by them to Mr. Livingston, Governor Trumbull, and 


1This report was laid before Congress April 25,1776. See the note on p. 297, ante. 
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the council of the state of Massachusetts bay, agreeable 
to a resolution passed yesterday; the said committee to 
be accountable. 

The committee appointed to prepare a circular letter to 
the several states, reported a draught, which was read, 
amended, and agreed to: 

Ordered, That copies be made, signed by the presidert, 
and transmitted to each of the United States. 


(Circular.) 
Bartmore, Decem. 30th, 1776 
GENTLEMEN, 


Ever Attentive to the Security of Civil Liberty, Congress would 
not have Consented to the Vesting of such Powers in the Military 
Department as those, which the Inclos’d Resolves convey to the Con- 
tinental Commander in Chief, if the Scituation of Publick Affairs did 
not Require at this Crisisa Decision and Vigour, which Distance and 
Numbers Deny to Assemblies far Remov’d from each other, and from 
the immediate Seat of War. 

The Strength and Progress of the Enemy, Join’d to Prospects of 
considerable Reinforcemts have Render’d it not only Necessary that 
the American Force should be Augmented beyond what Congress had 
heretofore Design’d, but that it should be brought into the Field with 
all possible Expedition. These Considerations induce Congress to 
Request in the most earnest manner, that the fullest influence of your 
State may be Exerted to Aid such Levies as the General shall Direct 
in consequence of the Powers now given him, and that your Quota of 
Battalions formerly fix’d may be Compleated with all the Dispatch 
that an Ardent Desire to Secure the publtck happiness can Dictate. 

I have the Honour to be with every Sentiment of Esteem, Gentle- 


men 
Your most Obedt Servt 


JHP* 


1¥rom a copy of the letter, in the writing of John Hancock, in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 58, folio 9. At the foot of the letter he has added: 

“The foregoing Letter I have Sent to all the States with the resolves referr’d to, 
with this Variation, that the States of Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and North Carolina are Desir’d to order their New Levies to Join Gen- 
eral Washington; the other States are Address’d as in the foregoing Letter.”’ 
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It appearing to Congress that it will be extremely diffi - 
cult, if not impracticable, to supply the army of the United 
States with bacon, salted beef, pork, soap, tallow and 
candles, unless the od eas thereof be prohibited; 
therefore, 

ResolWwed, That none of the said articles, except such as 
may be necessary for the crew of any ship or vessel, be 
exported from any of the United States after the 5th day 
of January next, until the first day of November next, 
or until Congress shall take further order therein. And 
it is earnestly recommended to the executive powers of 
the several United States, to see that this resolution be 
strictly complied with.’ 

Resolved, That the Board of War be empowered to 
agree with, and employ, as an assistant clerk, Mr. Rebert 
Smith Nourse, late General Lee’s secretary. 

The report from the committee of the whole being read, 
the same was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Commissioners’ be forth with sent to the 
Courts of Vienna, Spain, Prussia and the grand Duke of 
Tuscany.* 

That the several Commissioners of the United States 
be instructed to assure the respective Courts, that not- 
withstanding the artful and insidious endeavours‘ of the 
Court’ of Great Britain to represent the Congress and 
inhabitants of these states to.the European powers, as 
having a disposition again to submit to the sovereignty of 
the crown of Great Britain, it is their determination at 
all events to maintain their independance. 

1The Virginia House of Delegates instructed the delegates in Congress, December 
19, to apply for an embargo on the exportation of beef, pork, and bacon. 

2JIn the original report the word ‘‘ambassadors” was used in place of ‘‘Com- 
toissioners.”” 

* Words in italics were added to the original report, in committee of the whole or 
in Congress. They are in the writing of Charles Thomson. 

* “Measures”’ in the original report. 

6 «King” in the original report. 
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That the Commissioners be respectively directed to use 
every means in their power to procure the assistance of 
the Emperor of Germany, and of their most Christian, 
Catholic and Prussian Majesties, for preventing German, 
Russian, or other foreign troops, from being sent to 
America for hostile purposes against these United States, 
and for obtaining a recall of those already sent. 

That his most Christian Majesty be induced, if possible, 
to assist the United States in the present war with Great 
Britain, by aitacking the Electorate of Hanover, or any part 
of the dominions of Great Britain in Europe, the East or 
West Indies. 


That to this purpose the Ambassadors be instructed to represent to 
the Court of France, that in Case G. Britain should succeed against 
America, a military Government will be established here, and the 
Americans already trained to arms will, however unwilling, be forced 
into the Service of his britannic Majesty, whereby his power will be 
greatly augmented, and may hereafter be employed to reduce to his 
Government the french and spanish Islands in the West Indies.’ 

That, should the Independance of America be supported, Great 
Britain, on the Contrary, would at once be deprived of one third of 
her power and Commerce; that this ina great Measure would be added 
to the Kingdom of France, whose Territories in the West Indies would 
be Jess liable to Molestation from G. Britain and probably enlarged.’ 


That the Commissioners be farther impowered to stip - 
ulate with the court of France, that all the trade between 
the United States and the West India islands shall be 
carried on by vessels, either belonging to the subjects of 
his most Christian Majesty, or of these states, each hav- 
ing free Liberty to carry on such trade. 

That the Commissioners be likewise instructed to assure 
his most Christian Majesty, that should his forces be 
employed in conjunction with the United States to ex- 


1 Two paragraphs in the original report, which were stricken out in Committee of 
the Whole. 
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clude his Britannic Majesty from any share in the cod 
fishery of America, by reducing the islands of Newfound - 
land and Cape Breton, and ships of war be furnished 
when required by the United States to reduce Nova Sco- 
tia, the fishery shall be enjoyed equally and in common 
by the subjects of his most Christian Majesty and these 
states, to the exclusion of all other nations and people 
whatever; and half the island of Newfoundland shall be 
owned by and subject to the jurisdiction of his most 
Christian Majesty; provided, the province of Nova Scotia, 
island of Cape Breton, and the remaining part of New- 
foundland, be annexed to the serritory and government 
of the United States. 

That should the proposals already inde be insufficient 
to produce the proposed declaration of war, and the Com- 
missioners are convinced that it cannot be otherwise 
accomplished, they assure his most Christian Majesty 
that such of the British West India islands, as in the 
course of the war shall be reduced by the united force of 
France and these states, shall be yielded in absolute prop- 
erty to his most Christian Majesty. And the United 
States engage ‘on timely notice to furnish at their ex- 
pence, and deliver at some convenient port or ports in 
the said United States, provisions for carrying on expe- 
ditions against the said islands, to the amount of two 
thillions of dollars, and six frigates mounting not less 
than 24 guns each, manned and fitted for the sea, And to 
render any other assistance which may be in their power 
as becomes good allies.’ 

1 This last sentence was substituted for the following reading in the original report: 
. “And the United States engage so soon as the british Arms shall be removed, 
from their Territories, to furnish and pay ten thousand Men to cooperate with the 
Arms of France in making a Conquest of said Islands, provided never the less, that 


hie most Christian Majesty will be at the Expence of transporting them to the West 
Indies and back again.”’ 
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That the Commissioners for the Court of France and 
Spain consult together, and prepare a treaty of commerce 
and alliance, as near as may be similar to the first pro- 
posed to the Court of France, not inconsistent therewith 
nor disagreeable to his most Christian Majesty, to be pro- 
posed to the Court of Spain; adding thereto, ‘‘ that if his 
Catholic Majesty will join with the United States in a 
war against Great Britain, they will assist in reducing to 
the possession of Spain the town and harbour of Pensa- 
cola, provided the citizens and inhabitants of the United 
States shall have the free and uninterrupted navigation of 
the Mississippi and use of the harbour of Pensacola, and 
will, provided it shall be true, that his Portuguese Majesty 
has insultingly expelled the vessels of these states from his 
ports, or hath confiscated any such vessels,’ declare war 
against the said king, if that measure shall be agreeable 
to and supported by the Courts of France and Spain.’’ 

That the Commissioners for the Court of Berlin con- 
sult with the Commissioners at the Court of France, and 
prepare such a treaty or treaties of friendship and Com- 
merce, to be proposed to the King of Prussia, as shall 
not be disagreeable to their most Christian or Catholic 
Majesties. . 

That the Commissioners at the Court of France be 
informed of the designs of Congress to send Commis- 
sioners to the Courts of Vienna and the grand Duke of 
Tuscany, to cultivate the friendship of those princes, and 
to form such treaties of commerce as may be beneficial 
to those countries and the United States, and directed to 
acquaint the Ambassadors from their courts to that of 
France with this design; and in the meantime to solicit 
thro’ those Ambassadors the interference of the Emperor 


1 The original report read: ‘‘and in Consequence of the unprovoked Injury offered 
them by the King of Portugal.” 
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and the Duke of Tuscany, to prevent G. Britain from 
sending foreign troops to this Country, and to procure a 
recall of such foreign troops as are already here.’ 

The several. matters to this day referred, being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1776 


A letter, of the 27, from General Washington. 

And one, of the 28th, from the committee of Congress, 
at Philadelphia, with sundry papers enclosed, were read.” 

Resolved, That Doctor Mackenzie be, and he is hereby 
authorized, to purchase such medicines as are immedi- 
ately wanted for the sick soldiers belonging to the army 
of the United States, now in Baltimore, and return an 
account thereof to Congress. 

Resolved, That General Smallwood be directed to exert 
his utmost endeavours, and give the necessary orders and 
instructions to expedite the raising the levies in the state 
of Maryland; and that it be earnestly recommended to 
the legislature and council of safety, the several commit- 
tees of observation, the civil, military and militia officers 
of the said state, and every friend of liberty, and the 
United States, to give General Smallwood every assistance 
in their power. 

Resowed, That 300 dollars be advanced to Lieutenant 
Colonel Antill, of Colonel Hazen’s batallion, for the use 

1 This last paragraph appears to have been added in committee. A copy, in the 
writing of Richard Henry Lee, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 25, I, 
se under December 28, p. 1049, ante. 

2 Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, III, folio 
401. Itis printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 401. That of the committee 
at Philadelphia, prepared by Robert Morris, is in No. 137 (appendix), folio 41. 
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of the said batallion; and that the same be charged to 
the account of Colonel Hazen, who is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That the requisition of General Schuyler for 
a supply of 60 tons of cannon powder, and 34 tons of 
musquet powder, for the use of the northern army, be 
referred to General Washington; and that he be directed 
to furnish that army with such quantities of that article 
as can be spared. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to inform 
General Washington of the quantities of gun powder, 
belonging to the Congress on hand in the different parts 
of America, as far as may have come to their knowledge. 

A memorial from Lieutenant Colonel Antill was pre- 
sented to Congress, and read:! 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from William Kennon, of North Carolina, to 
General Lee, was read :? 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Hooper, Mr. 
[Thomas] Heyward, and Mr. [Benjamin] Harrison. 

fesolved, That any restrictions heretofore imposed upon 
the exportation of staves or other lumber, except to Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the British Islands, or any place 
under the dominion of Great Britain, cease. 

fesolved, That a letter be written to General Washing- 
ton, desiring him to order the cloathier general, to send 
agents into each state, to buy up linens and other cloath - 
ing proper for the soldiery; and that he give similar 
orders to the quarter master general to pursue the same 
mode for procuring a sufficient quantity of tent cloth; 
and that they severally be directed to apply to the states 
to afford all necessary assistance therein. And whereas 


1This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, I, folio 5. 
* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIII, folio 481. 
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great expence hath heretofore arisen from public agents 
bidding against each other, the General is desired to 
caution the cloathier general and the quarter master gen- 
eral, that their agents aforesaid, fall not into the above 
mistake in times to come. 

A memorial from John Matthewson, and others, was 
read; also a letter from Mr. Hughes: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Marine Committee. 

An appeal being lodged against the judgment of the 
court of admiralty for the state of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, on the libel, Eseck Hopkins vs. 
Richard Derby: 

Ordered, That it be received, that it may be prosecuted 
before the committee on appeala. 

The several matters to this day ||referred, being post- 
poned, 
pismo to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. i 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
1775-1776 
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STANDING COMMITTEES 
1775-1776 
Accounts or Claims 


25 September, 1775. John Langdon 
Thomas Cushing 
Samuel Ward 
Silas Deane 
Francis Lewis 
Richard Smith 
Thomas: Willing 
Cesar Rodney 
Thomas Johnson 
Thomas Nelson 
Christopher Gadsden 
John Joachim Zubly 
25 October, 1775. Joseph Hewes 
2January, 1776. Josiah Bartlett in place of Langdon 
Samuel Adams Cushing 
19 January, 1776. Oliver Wolcott ‘¢ Deane 
William Floyd “Lewis 
Thomas McKean ‘ Rodney 


John Rogers _& — Johnson 
Edward Rutledge ‘‘ Gadsden 
4 March, John Alsop / Lewis 


William Whipple ‘ Bartlett 


‘That in case of the absence of any of the standing members of the 
Committee of Claims, the delegates of the colony to which he belongs 
be empowered to nominate one of their number to act in his stead of 
said standing member, untill his return.” Journals, 4 March, 1776. 
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15 January, 1776. Henry Wisner 
Stephen Hopkins 
John Rogers 
Andrew Allen 
Robert Treat Paine 
20 February, 1776. William Livingston 
11 April, 1776. George Clinton 
William Whipple 
18 July, 1776. Samuel Chase 
Thomas Heyward 
24 December, 1776. Francis Lewis 


Clothing 


25 September, 1776. Josiah Bartlett. 
Robert Treat Paine 

William Ellery 
William Williams 
William Floyd 
Richard Stockton 
George Ross 
Thomas McKean 
William Paca 
George Wythe 
Joseph Hewes 
Arthur Middleton 
Lyman Hall 

10 October, 1776. John Witherspoon in place of Stockton 
Thomas Stone sé Paca, 
John Penn «Middleton 


Correspondence (See Secret Committee) 


Executive Commitiece at Philadelphia 


21 December, 1776. Robert Morris 
George Clymer 
George Walton 


30 April, 1776. 
16 May, 1776. 
6 July, 1776. 


17 October, 1776. 


14 September, 1775. 


18 June, 


7 August, 


11 December, 1775. 


1776. 
1776. 
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Indian Affairs 
George Wythe 
James Wilson 
Oliver Wolcott 
Lewis Morris 
Edward Rutledge 
James Duane 
Thomas Jefferson in place of Wythe 
Philip Livingston ad Morris 
Samuel Huntington ‘“ Wolcott 


Intelligence 
Benjamin Rush 


Richard Henry Lee 
Francis Hopkinson 


Medicines 


Eliphalet Dyer on S 


Thomas Lynch 

John Jay 

John Adams 

Francis Lewis 
Thomas Heyward, Jr. 
Lyman Hall 
Benjamin Rush 


Nawy, or Marine 


Josiah Bartlett 
Samuel Adams 
Stephen Hopkins 
Silas Deane 
Francis Lewis 
Stephen Crane 
Robert Morris 


‘George Read 


William Paca~ 
Richard Henry Lee 
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11 December, 1775. Joseph Hewes 
Christopher Gadsden 
{?] Button Gwinnett 
6 March, 1776. Samuel Huntington in place of Deane 
Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant in place of Crane 
Benjamin Harrison in place of Lee 


Edward Rutledge “* Gadsden 
10 March, 1776. William Whipple “Bartlett 
20 May, 1776. Arthur Middleton “Rutledge 
18 June, 1776. John Rogers “  Paca 
2August, 1776. George Walton “Gwinnett 
11 October, 1776. William Ellery ‘¢ Hopkins 
Prisoners 
17 November, 1775. Thomas Lynch 
Francis Lewis 
Andrew Allen 
2 February, 1776. Thomas McKean 
Richard Smith 
Henry Wisner 


These two lists were combined into one committee, viz: 
7 February, 1776. Samuel Adams 
Thomas McKean 
Richard Smith 
James Wilson 
Oliver Wolcott 
8 October, 1776. Benjamin Rush 
18 November, 1776. William Hooper 


Qualifications (or Applications) 


8 December, 1775. Josiah Bartlett 
Samuel Adams 
Samuel Ward 
Eliphalet Dyer 
John Jay 
William Livingston 
Andrew Allen 
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8 December, 1775. Cesar Rodney 

Francis Lightfoot Lee 
John Penn 
Thomas Lynch 

16 January, 1776. Oliver Wolcott in place of Dyer 
James Duane in place of Jay 
Thomas McKean ‘‘ Rodney 

- John Rogers 
19 March, 1776. William Whipple “ Bartlett 


Secret Committee 


19 September, 1775. Thomas Willing 
Benjamin Franklin 
Philip Livingston 
John Alsop ~ 
Silas Deane 
John Dickinson [excused November 7] 
John Langdon 
Thomas McKean 
Samuel Ward. 
% November, 1775. Francis Lewis 
Josiah Bartlett 
Archibald Bulloch 
18 December, 1775. Robert Morris in place of Willing 
16 January, 1776 Joseph Hewes  }. 
Robert Alexander t in place of two absent 
19 March, 1776. Richard Henry Lee in place of Bartlett 
20 November, 1776. William Whipple in place of Bartlett 


Secret Correspondence 


29 November, 1775. Benjamin Harrison 
Benjamin Franklin 
Thomas Johnson, Jr. 
John Dickinson 
John Jay 

80 January, 1776. Robert Morris 

11 October, 1776. Richard Henry Lee 
John Witherspoon 
William Hooper 
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Treasury Committee or Board 


17 February, 1776. 


18 June, 
15 July, 


23 July, 
23 September, 1776. 


80 September, 1776. 
15 October, 1776. 


1776. 
1776. 
1776. 


James Duane 
Thomas Nelson 
Elbridge Gerry 
Richard Smith 
Thomas Willing 
Joseph Hewes 
Thomas McKean 
P. Livingston 
George Read 
George Clymer in place of # 
William Hooper 
William Ellery 
Francis Hopkinson 
George Wythe 
James Smith 


War and Ordnance, Board of 


13 June, 1776. 


18 July, 1776. 
3 September, 1776. 


11 September, 1776. 
5 November, 1776. 


John Adams 

Roger Sherman 

Benjamin Harrison 

James Wilson — 

Edward Rutledge 

Charles Carroll 

William Hooper 

Samuel Huntington 

Francis Lightfoot Lee in place of Harrison 
Benjamin Harrison 


NOTES OF DEBATES IN THE CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS, BY JOHN ADAMS: 
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NOTES OF DEBATES 


FEBRUARY 16, 1776 


In COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Can’t we oblige Britain to keep a navy on foot, the expense of which 
will be double to what they will takefrom us? I have heard of bullion 
Spanish flotas being stopped, lest they should be taken, but perishable 
commodities never were stopped. Open your ports to foreigners; 
your trade will become of so much consequence that foreigners will 
protect you. 

Wilson. A gentleman from Massachusetts thinks that a middle way 
should be taken; that trade should be open for some articles, and to 
some places, but not for all things and to all places. I think the 
merchants ought to judge for themselves of the danger and risk. We 
should be blamed if we did not leave it to them. I differ from the 
gentleman of Massachusetts. Trade ought in war to be carried on 
with greater vigor. By what means did Britain carry on their tri- 
umphs last war? the United Provinces their war against Spain? If 
we determine that our ports shall not be opened, our vessels abroad 
will not return. Our seamen are all abroad; will not return unless we 
open our trade. Iam afraid it will be necessary to invite foreigners 
to trade with us, although we lose a great advantage, that of trading 
in our own bottoms. 

Sherman. I fear we shall maintain the armies of our enemies at our 
own expense with provisions. We can’t carry on a beneficial trade, as 
our enemies will take our ships. A treaty with a foreign power is 
necessary, before we open our trade, to protect it. 

Harrison. We have hobbled on under a fatal attachment to Great 
Britain. I felt it as much as any man, but I feel a stronger to my 
country. 

Wythe. The ports will be open the 1st March. The question is 
whether we shall shut them up. uece Romuli non Republica Plato- 
nis. Americans will hardly live without trade. It is said our trade 
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will be of advantage to us, because our vessels will be taken, our 
enemies will be supplied, the West Indies will be supplied at our 
expense. This is too true, unless we can provide a remedy. Our 
Virginia Convention have resolved, that our ports be opened to all 
nations that will trade with us, except Great Britain, Ireland, and 
WestIndies. If the inclination of the people should become universal 
to trade, we must open our ports. Merchants will not export our 
produce, unless they get a profit. 

We might get some of our produce to market, by authorizing adven- 
turers to arm themselves, and giving letters of marque, make reprisals. 
2d. By inviting foreign powers to make treaties of commerce with us. 

But other things are to be considered, before such a measure is 
adopted; in what character shall we treat?—as subjects of Great 
Britain,—as rebels? Why should we be so fond of calling ourselves 
dutiful subjects? If we should offer our trade to the Court of France, 
would they take notice of it any more than if Bristol or Liverpool 
should offer theirs, while we profess to be subjects? No. We must 
declare ourselves a free people. If we were to tell them, that after a 
season, we would return to our subjection to Great Britain, would not 
a foreign Court wish to have something permanent? We should 
encourage our fleet. I am convinced that our fleet may become as 
formidable as we wish to make it. Moves a resolution. 


Resolwed, That the Committee of Secret Correspondence be directed 
to lay their letters before this Congress. 

Resolved, That be a committee to prepare a draught of 
firm confederation, to be reported as soon as may be to this Congress, 
to be considered and digested and recommended to the several Assem- 
blies and Conventions of these United Colonies, to be by them adopted, 
ratified, and confirmed. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Assemblies, Con- 
ventions, Councils of Safety, and Committees of Correspondence and 
Inspection, that they use their utmost endeavors, by all reasonable 
means, to promote the culture of flax, hemp, and cotton, and the 
growth of wool, in these United Colonies. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies, Conventions 
and Councils of Safety, that they take the earliest measures for erect- 
. ing, in each and every Colony, a society for the encouragement of 
agriculture, arts, manufactures, and commerce; and that a correspond- 
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ence be maintained between such societies, that the numerous natural 
advantages of this country, for supporting its inhabitants, may not be 
neglected. 

Resolwed, That it be recommended to the said Assemblies, Conven- 
tions, and Councils of Safety, that they consider of ways and means of 
introducing the manufactures of duck and sail-cloth into such Colonies 
where they are not now understood, and of increasing and promoting 
them where they are. 

Resolved, That be a committee to receive all plans and 
proposals for encouraging and improving the agriculture, arts, manu- 
factures, and commerce, both foreign and domestic, of America, to 
correspond with the several Assemblies, Conventions, Councils, and 
Committees of Safety, Committees of Correspondence and of Obser- 
vation, in these United Colonies, upon these interesting subjects. 

That these be published.’ 


MARCH 1, 1776 


How is the interest of France and Spain affected, by the dispute 
between Britain and the Colonies? 

Is it the interest of France to stand neuter, to join with Britain, or 
to join with the Colonies? Is it not her interest to dismember the 
British empire? Will her dominions be safe, if Britain and America 
remain connected? Can she preserve her possessions in the West 
Indies? She has, in the West Indies, Martinico, Guadaloupe, and one 
half of Hispaniola. In case a reconciliation should take place between 
Britain and America, and a war should break out between Britain and 
France, would not all her islands be taken from her in six months? 
The Colonies are now much more warlike and powerful than they were 
during the last war. A martial spirit has seized all the Colonies. They 
are much improved in skill and discipline; they have now a large stand- 
ing army; they have many good officers; they abound in provisions; 
they are in the neighborhood of the West Indies. A British fleet and 
army, united with an American fleet and army, and supplied with pro- 
visions aud other necessaries from America, might conquer all the 
French Islands in the West Indies in six months, and a little more time 
than that would be required to destroy all their marine and commerce. 


1“Thursday, March 21. There are three resolutions which I claim.” John 
Adams, Autobiography. Writings, III, 36. See Journals, p. 224, ante. 
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Monday. Resentment is a passion implanted by nature for the pres- 
ervation of the individual. Injury is the object which excites it. 
Injustice, wrong, injury, excite the feeling of resentment as naturally 
and necessarily as frost and ice excite the feeling of cold, as fire excites 
heat, and as both excite pain. A man may have the faculty of con- 
cealing his resentment, or suppressing it, but he must and ought to 
feel it; nay, he ought to indulge it, to cultivate it; itisaduty. His 
person, his property, his liberty, his reputation, are not safe without 
it. He ought, for his own security and honor, and for the public 
good, to punish those who injure him, unless they repent, and then 
he should forgive, having satisfaction and compensation. Revenge is 
unlawful. It is the same with communities; they ought to resent and 
to punish. 


Is any assistance attainable from France? 

What connection may we safely form with her? 

1. No political connection. Submitto none of her authority; receive 
no governors or officers from her. 

2. No military connection. Receive no troops from her. 

3. Only a commercial connection; that is, make a treaty to receive 
her ships into our ports; let her engage to receive our ships into her 
ports; furnish us with arms, cannon, saltpeter, powder, duck, steel. 


Whereas the present state of America, and the cruel efforts of our 
enemies, render the most perfect and cordial union of the Colonies, 
and the utmost exertions of their strength, necessary for the preserva- 
tion and establishment of their liberties, therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Assemblies and 
Conventions of these United Colonies, who have limited the powers of 
their delegates in this Congress, by any express instructions, that they 
repeal or suspend those instructions for a certain time, that this Con- 
gress may have power, without any unnecessary obstruction or 
embarrassment, to concert, direct, and order such further measures as 
may seem to them necessary for the defence and preservation, support 
and establishment of right and liberty in these Colonies. 


MAY 10, 1776 


Mr. Duane moves that the delegation from New York might be read. 
When we were invited by Massachusetts Bay to the first Congress, 
an objection was made to binding ourselves by votes of Congress. 
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Congress ought not to determine a point of this sort about instituting 
government. What is it to Congress how justice is administered? 
You have no right to pass the resolution, any more than Parliament 
has. How does it appear that no favorable answer is likely to be 
given to our petitions? Every account of foreign aid is accompanied 
with an acccunt of commissioners. Why all this haste? why this 
urging? why this driving? Disputes about independence are in all 
the Colonies. What is this owing to but our indiscretion? I shall 
take the liberty of informing my constituents that I have not been 
guilty of a breach of trust. I do protest against this piece of 
mechanism, this preamble. If the facts in this preamble should prove 
to be true, there will not be one voice against independence. I sup- 
pose the votes have been numbered, and there is to be a majority. 

McKean construes the instructions from New York as Mr. Sherman 
does, and thinks this measure the best to procure harmony with Great 
Britain. There are now two governments in direct opposition to each 
other. Don’t doubt that foreign mercenaries are coming to destroy 
us. I do think we shall lose our liberties, properties, and lives too, 
if we do not take this step. 

S. Adams. We have been favored with a reading of the instructions 
from New York; Lam glad of it. The first object of that Colony is 
no doubt the establishment of their rights. Our petitions have not 
been heard, yet answered with fleets and armies, and are to be 
answered with myrmidons from abroad. The gentleman from New 
York, Mr. Duane, has not objected to the preamble, but this, that he 
has not a right to vote for it. We cannot go upon stronger reasons 
than that the King has thrown us out of his protection. Why should 
we support governments under his authority? I wonder that people 
have conducted so well as they have. 

Mr, Wilson. Was not present in Congress when the resolution 
passed, to which this preamble is proposed. I was present, and one 
of the committee who reported the advice to Massachusetts Bay. 
New Hampshire, Carolina, and Virginia, had the same advice, and 
with my hearty concurrence. 

The claim of Parliament will meet with resistance to the last 
extremity. Those Colonies were royal governments; they could not 
subsist without some government. A maxim, that all government 
originates from the people. We are the servants of the people, sent 
here to act under a delegated authority. If we exceed it, voluntarily, 
we deserve neither excuse nor justification. Some have been put 
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under restraints by their constituents; they cannot vote without trans- 
gressing this line. Suppose they should hereafter be called to an 
account for it. This Province has not, by any public act, authorized 
us to vote upon this question; this Province has done much and asked 
little from this Congress; the Assembly, largely increased, will (not) 
meet till next Monday. Will the cause suffer much, if this preamble 
is not published at this time? if the resolve is published without the 
preamble? The preamble contains a reflection upon the conduct of 
some people in America, It was equally irreconcilable to good con- 
science, nine months ago, to take the oaths of allegiance, as it is now. 
Two respectable members, last February, took the oath of allegiance 
in our Assembly. Why should we expose any gentlemen to such an 
invidious reflection? In Magna Charta there is a clause which author- 
izes the people to seize the King’s castles and oppose his arms when 
he exceeds his duty. 

In this Proyince, if that preamble passes, there will be an immediate 
dissolution of every kind of authority; the people will be instantly in 
a state of nature. Why then previpitate this measure? Before we 
are prepared to build the new house, why should we pull down the 
old one, and expose ourselves to all the inclemencies of the season? 

R. H. Lee. Most of the arguments apply to the resolve, not to the 

_preamble.* 
JULY 25, 1776 


Confederation 


‘In ComMMITTRE oF THE WHOLE. 

Article 14 of the confederation. Terms in this Article equivocal 
and indefinite. 

Jefferson. The limits of the Soutien Colonies are fixed. Moves 
an amendment, that all purchases of lands, not within the boundaries 
of any Colony, shall be made by Congress of the Indians in a great 
Council. 

Sherman seconds the motion. 

Chase. The intention of this Article is very obvious and plain. The 
Article appears to me to be right, and the amendment wrong. It is 
the intention of some gentlemen to limit the boundaries of particular 
States. No Colony has a right to go to the South Sea; they never 


1 For some notes of debates and proceedings on the Declaration of Independance 
and Articles of Confederation, see p. » post, 
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had; they can’t have. It would not be safe to the rest. It would be 
destructive to her sisters and to herself. 

Article 15. Jefferson. What are reasonable limits? What security 
have we, that the Congress will not curtail the present settlements of 
the States? I have no doubt that the Colonies will limit themselves. 

Wilson. Every gentleman has heard much of claims to the South 
Sea. They are extravagant. The grants were made upon mistakes. 
They were ignorant of the Geography. They thought the South Sea 
within one hundred miles of the Atlantic Ocean. It was not conceived 
that they extended three thousand miles. Lord Camden considers the 
claims to the South Sea, as what never can be reduced to practice. 
Pennsylvania has no right to interfere in those claims, but she has a 
right to say, that she will not confederate unless those claims are cut 
off. I wish the Colonies themselves would cut off those claims. 

Article 16. Chase moves for the word deputies, instead of delegates, 
because the members of the Maryland Convention are called delegates, 
and he would have a distinction. Answer. In other Colonies the 
reverse is true, The members of the House are called deputies. 

Jefferson. Objects to the first of November. Dr. Hall moves for 
May, for the time to meet. Jefferson thinks that Congress will have 
a short meeting in the Fall, and another in the Spring. Heyward. 
Thinks the Spring the best time. Wélson. Thinks the Fall, and 
November better than October; because September is a busy month 
everywhere. Dr. Hall. September and October the most sickly and 
mortal months in the year. The season is more forward in Georgia in 
April, than here in May. 

Hopkinson moves that the power of recalling delegates be reserved 
to the State, not to the Assembly, becuse that may be changed. 

Article 17. ‘* Each Colony shall have one vote.” * 


JULY 26, 1776 


Rutledge and Lynch oppose giving the power of regulating the 
trade and managing all affairs of the Indians to Congress. The trade 
is profitable, they say. Gwinnett is in favor of Congress having such 
power. Braaton is for excepting such Indians as are tributary to any 
State. Several nations are tributary to Virginia. Jefferson explains 

1T believe that this line crept into the Adams’s notes out of its proper position. 


Jefferson (p. 1102, post) shows that this article was debated on July 80 and 31, and 
August 1; and Adams (p. 1079, post) returns to the subject on July 30. 
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it to mean the Indians who live in the Colony. These are subject to 
the laws in some degree. 

Wilson. We have no right over the Indians, whether within or with- 
out the real or pretended limits of any Colony. They will not allow 
themselves to be classed according to the bounds of Colonies. Grants 
made three thousand miles to the eastward, have no validity with the 
Indians. The trade of Pennsylvania has been more considerable with 
the Indians than that of the neighboring Colonies. 

Walton. The Indian trade is of no essential service to any Colony. 
It must be a monopoly. If itis free, it produces jealousies and ani- 
mosities and wars. Carolina, very passionately, considers this trade 
as contributing to her grandeur and dignity. Deerskins are a great 
part of the trade. A great difference between South Carolina and 
Georgia, Carolina is in no danger from the Indians at present. 
Georgia is a frontier and barrier to Carolina, Georgia must be over- 
run and extirpated before Carolina can be hurt. Georgia is not equal 
to the expense of giving the donations to the Indians, which will be 
necessary to keep them at peace. The emoluments of the trade are 
not a compensation for the expense of donations. 

Rutledge differs from Walton ina variety of points. We must look 
forward with extensive views. Carolina has been run to an amazing 
expense to defend themselves against Indians; in 1760, &c., fifty 
thousand guineas were spent. We have now as many men on the 
frontiers, as in Charleston. We have forts in the Indian countries. 
We are connected with them by treaties. 

Lynch. Congress may regulate the trade, if they will indemnify 
Carolina against the expense of keeping peace with the Indians, or 
defending us against them. 

Witherspoon. Here are two adjacent provinces, situated alike with 
respect to the Indians, differing totally in their sentiments of their 
interests. 

Chase. South Carolina claims to the South Sea; so does North, Vir- 
ginia and Massachusetts Bay. South Carolina says they have a right 
to regulate the trade with the Indians; if so, four Colonies have all the 
power of regulating trade with the Indians. South Carolina could not 
stand alone against the Indian nations. 

Sherman moves that Congress may have a superintending power, to 
prevent injustice to the Indians or Colonies. 

Wilson. No lasting peace will be [made] with the Indians, unless 
made by some one body. No such language as this ought to be held 
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to the Indians. ‘‘ Weare stronger, we are better, we treat you better 
than another Colony.” No power ought to treat with the Indians, 
but the United States. Indians know the striking benefits of confed- 
eration; they have an example of it in the union of the Six Nations. 
The idea of the union of the Colonies struck them forcibly last year. 
None should trade with Indians without a license from Congress. A 
perpetual war would be unavoidable, if everybody was allowed to 
trade with them. 

Stone. This expedient is worse than either of the alternatives. 
What is the meaning of this superintendency? Colonies will claim the 
right first. Congress can’t interpose until the evil has happened. 
Disputes will arise when Congress shall interpose. 


JULY 30, 1776 


Article 17. “‘In determining questions, each Colony shall have one 
vote.” 

Dr. Franklin.’ Let the smaller Colonies give equal money and men, 
and then have an equal vote. But if they have an equal vote without 
bearing equal burthens, a confederation upon such iniquitous prin- 
ciples will never last long. 

Dr, Witherspoon? We all agree that there must and shall be a con- 
federation, for this war. It will diminish the glory of our object, and 
depreciate our hope; it will damp the ardor of the people. The 
greatest danger we have, is of disunion among ourselves. Is it not 
plausible that the small States will be oppressed by the great ones? 
The Spartans and Helotes. The Romans and their dependents. 
Every Colony is a distinct person. States of Holland. 

Clark. We must apply for pardons if we don’t confederate. 

Wilson. We should settle upon some plan of representation. 

Chase.* Moves that the word ‘‘ white,” should be inserted in the 
eleventh Article. The negroes are wealth. Numbers are not a cer- 
tain rule of wealth. It is the best rule we can lay down. Negroes a 
species of property, personal estate. If negroes are taken into the 
computation of numbers to ascertain wealth, they ought to be, in set- 
tling the representation. The Massachusetts fisheries, and navigation, 
ought to be taken into consideration. The young and old negroes are 


1 Jefferson gives notes of these remarks, p. 1102, post. 

* Jefferson gives notes of these remarks, p. 1103, post. 

8 Jefferson gives notes of these remarks, p.'1089, post. 
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a burthen to their owners. The eastern Colonies havea great advan- 
tage in trade. This will give them a superiority. We shall be gov- 
erned by our interests, and ought to be. If I am satisfied in the rule 
of levying and appropriating money, I am willing the small Colonies 
should have a vote.* 

Wilson. If the war continues two years, each soul will have forty 
dollars to pay of the public debt. It will be the greatest encourage- 
ment to continue slavekeeping, and to increase it, that can be, to 
exempt them from the numbers which are to vote and pay. Slaves 
are taxables in the Southern Colonies. It will be partial and unequal. 
Some Colonies have as many black as white; these will not pay more 
than half what they ought. Slaves prevent freemen from cultivating 
acountry. It is attended with many inconveniences.’ 

Lynch. If it is debated, whether their slaves are their property, 
there is an end of the confederation. Our slaves being our property, 
why should they be taxed more than the land, sheep, cattle, horses, &c. ? 

Freemen cannot be got to work in our Colonies; it is not in the 
ability or inclination of freemen to do the work that the negroes do. 
Carolina has taxed their negroes; so have other Colonies their lands. 

Dr. Franklin. Slaves rather weaken than strengthen the State, and 
there is therefore some difference between them and sheep; sheep will 
never make any insurrections. 

Rutledge. I shall be happy to get rid of the idea of slavery. The 
slaves do not signify property; the old and young cannot work. The 
property of some Colonies is to be taxed, in others, not. The Eastern 
Colonies will become the carriers for the Southern; they will obtain 
wealth for which they will not be taxed. 


AUGUST 1, 1776 


Hooper. North Carolina is a striking exception to the general rule 
that was laid down yesterday, that the riches of a country are in pro- 
portion to the numbers of inhabitants. A gentleman of three or four 
hundred negroes don’t raise more corn than feeds them. A laborer 
can’t be hired for less than twenty-four pounds a year in Massachusetts 
Bay. The net profit of a negro is not more than five or six pounds 
per annum. I wish to see the day that slaves are not necessary. 

1 Jefferson gives remarks of John Adams and Benjamin Harrison, p. 1099, post. 


2 Jefferson’s notes of Wilson’s remarks are more full, and he adds some remarks by 
Robert Treat Paine and John Witherspoon. See p. 1101, post. 
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Whites and negroes cannot work together. Negroes are goods and 
chattels, are property. A negro works under. the impulse of fear, 
has no care of his master’s interest.? 


The Consideration of the Seventeenth Article, resumed 


Article 17. Dr. Franklin moves that votes should be in proportion 
tonumbers. Mr, Middleton moves that the vote should be according 
to what they pay. 

Sherman thinks we ought not to vote according to numbers. We 
are representatives of States, not individuals. States of Holland. 
The consent of everyone is necessary. Three Colonies would govern 
the whole, but would not have a majority of strength to carry those 
votes into execution. The vote should be taken two ways; call the 
Colonies, and call the individuals, and have a majority of both. 

Dr. Rush.* Abbé Raynal has attributed the ruin of the United Prov- 
inces to three causes. The principal one is, that the consent of every 
State is necessary; the other, that the members are obliged to consult 
their constituents upon all occasions. We lose an equal representation; 
we represent the people. It will tend to keep up colonial distinctions. 
We are now a new nation. Our trade, language, customs, manners, 
don’t differ more than they do in Great Britain. The more a man aims 
at serving America, the more he serves his Colony. It will promote 
factions in Congress and in the States; it will prevent the growth of 
frecdom in America; we shall be loth to admit new Colonies into the 
confederation. If we vote by numbers, liberty will be always safe. 
Massachusetts is contiguous to two small Colonies, Rhode Island and 
New Hampshire; Pennsylvania is near New Jersey and Delaware; 
Virginia is between Maryland and North Carolina. We have been too 
free with the word independence; we are dependent on each other, 
not totally independent States. Montesquieu pronounces the confed- 
eration of Lycia, the best that ever was made; the cities had different 
weights in the scale. China is not larger than. one of our Colonies; 
how populous! It is said that the small Colonies deposit their all; this 
is deceiving us with a word. I would not have it understood that I 
am pleading the cause of Pennsylvania; when I entered that door, I 
considered myself a citizen of America. 


1 Jefferson gives the vote on this article, p- 1102, post. 
2 Jefferson made more full notes of Rush’s remarks, p. 1104, post. 
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Dr. Witherspoon. Representation in England is unequal. Must I 
have three votes in a county, because I have three times as much 
money as my neighbor? Congress are to determine the limits of 
Colonies, 

S&. Hopkins. A momentous question; many difficulties on each side; 
four larger, five lesser, four stand indifferent. Virginia, Massachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania, Maryland, make more than half the people. 

Connecticut, New York, two Carolinas, not concerned at all. The 
disinterested coolness of these Volonies ought to determine. I can 
easily feel the reasoning of the larger Colonies; pleasing theories 
always gavo way to the prejudices, passions, and interests of mankind. 
The Germanic Confederation. The King of Prussia hasan equal vote. 
The Helvetic confederacy. It can’t be expected that nine Colonies 
will give way to be governed by four. The safety of the whole 
depends upon the distinctions of Colonies. 

Dr. Franklin. 1 hear many ingenious arguments to persuade us that 
an unequal representation is a very good thing. If we had been born 
and bred under an unequal representation, we might bear it; but to 
set out with an unequal representation, is unreasonable. It is said the 
great Colonies will swallow up the less. Scotland said the same thing 
at the union. 

Dr. Witherspoon rises to explain a few circumstances relating to 
Scotland; that was an incorporating union, not a federal; the nobility 
and gentry resort to England. 

In determining all questions, each State shall havea weight, in pro- 
portion to what it contributes to the public expenses of the United 


States.* 
AUGUST 2, 1776 


“Limiting the bounds of States, which by charter, &c. extend to 
the South Sea.” 

Sherman thinks the bounds ought to be settled. A majority of 
States have no claim to the South Sea. Moves this amendment to be 
substituted in place of this clause, and also instead of the fifteenth 
article;—‘‘ No lands to be separated from any State, which are already 
settled, or become private property.” 

Chase denies that any Colony has a right to go to the South Sea. 

' Harrison. How came Maryland by its land, but by its charter? By 
ite charter, Virginia owns to the South Sea. Gentlemen shall not pare 


1 Jefferson gives notes of remarks by Wilson, p. 1105, post. 
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away the Colony of Virginia. Rhode Island has more generosity than 
to wish the Massachusetts pared away. Delaware does not wish to 
pare away Pennsylvania. 

Huntington. Admit there is danger from Virginia, does it follow 
that Congress has a right to limit her bounds? The consequence is, 
not to enter into confederation. But as to the question of right, we 
all unite against mutilating charters. I can’t agree to the principle. 
We are a spectacle to all Europe. I am not so much alarmed at the 
danger from Virginia as some are; my fears are not alarmed; they 
have acted as noble a part as any. I doubt not the wisdom of Virginia 
will limit themselves. A man’s right does not cease to be a right, 
because it is large; the question of right must be determined by the 
principles of the common law. 

Stone. This argument is taken up upon very wrong ground. It is 
considered as if we were voting away the territory of particular Colo- 
nies, and gentlemen work themselves up into warmth upon that sup- 
position. Suppose Virginia should. The small Colonies have a right 
to happiness and security; they would have no safety if the great 
Colonies were not limited. We shall grant lands, in small quantities, 
without rent or tribute or purchase-money. It is said that Virginia is 
attacked on every side. Is it meant that Virginia shall sell the lands 
for their own emolument? All the Colonies have defended these 
lands against the King of Britain, and at the expense of all. Does 
Virginia intend to establish quit rents? I don’t mean that the United 
States shall sell them, to get money by them. 

Jefferson. 1 protest against the right of Congress to decide upon the 
right of Virginia. Virginia has released all claims to the land settled 
by Maryland, &c. 


NOTES OF DEBATES IN THE CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS, BY THOMAS JEFFERSON 


1085 


NOTES OF DEBATES'* 


Furnished to J[ames|] Madison] by M" Jefferson in his hand writing; 
as a copy from his original notes 


In Coneress, Friday, June 7, 1776. 

The delegates from Virginia moved in obedience to instructions 
from their constituents that the Congress should declare that these 
United colonies are and of right ought to be free and independent 
states, that they are absolved from all obedience? to the British crown, 
and that all political connection between them and the state of Great 
Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved: that measures should be 
immediately taken for procuring the assistance of foreign powers, and 
a Confederation be formed to bind the colonies more closely together. 

The house being obliged to attend at that time to some other busi- 
ness, the proposition was referred to the next day when the members 
were ordered to attend punctually at ten o’clock. 

Saturday June 8™ they proceeded to take it into Consideration, and 
referred it to a Committee of the whole, into which they immediately 
resolved themselves, and passed that day and Monday the 10 in 
debating on the subject. 

It was argued by [James] Wilson, Robert R. Livingston, E. Rut- 
lege, [John] Dickinson and others 

That tho they were friends to the measures themselves, and saw 
the impossibility that we should ever again be united with Great 
Britain, yet they were against adopting them at this time: 

That the conduct we had formerly observed was wise and proper 
now, of deferring to take any capita] step till the voice of the people 
drove us into it: 


1 From the original MS. in the Madison Papers, in the Library of Congress. This is 
a copy of a paper in the Jefferson Collection, Fifth Series, Vol. ITI, which I shall call 
the ‘original notes.” Some few variations are found and noted. 
* The original notes use the word ‘‘allegiance.’’ 
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That they were our power and without them our declarations could 
not be carried into effect: 

That the people of the middle colonies (Maryland, Delaware, Penn- 
sylvania, the Jersies and N. York) were not yet ripe for bidding adieu 
to British connection; but that they were fast ripening, and in a short 
time would join in the general voice of America: 

That the resolution entered into by this house on the 15" of May, 
for suppressing the exercise of all powers derived from the crown, 
had shewn, by the ferment into which it had thrown these middle 
colonies that they had not yet accomodated their minds to a separa- 
tion from the mother country. 

That some of them had expressly forbidden their delegates to con- 
sent to such a declaration, and others had given no instructions, and 
consequently no powers to give such consent: 

That if the delegates of any particular colony had no power to 
declare such colony independant, certain they were the others could 
not declare it for them; the colonies being as yet perfectly independant 
of each other: 

That the assembly of Pennsylvania was now sitting above stairs, 
their convention would sit within a few days, the convention of New 
York was now sitting, and those of the Jersies and Delaware counties 
would meet on the Monday following, and it was probable these bodies 
would take up the question of Independance, and would declare to 
their delegates the voice of their state: 

That if such a declaration should now be agreed to, these delegates 
must retire and possibly their colonies might secede from the Union: 

That such a secession would weaken us more than could be com- 
pensated by any foreign alliance: 

That in the event of such a division foreign powers would either 
refuse to join themselves to our fortunes, or having us so much in 
their power as that desperate declaration would place us they would 
insist on terms proportionably more hard and prejudicial: 

That we had little reason to expect an alliance with those to whom 
alone as yet we had cast our eyes: 

That France and Spain had reason to be jealous of that rising power 
which would one day certainly strip them of all their American pos- 
sessions: 

That it was more likely they should form a connection with the 
British court, who, if they should find themselves unable otherwise to 
extricate themselves from their difficulties, would agree to a partition 
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of our territories, restoring Canada to France, and the Floridas to 
Spain, to accomplish for themselves a recovery of these colonies: 

That it would not be long before we should receive certain informa- . 
tion of the disposition of the French court, from the agent whom we 
had sent to Paris for that purpose. 

That if this disposition should be favourable, by waiting the event 
of the present campaign, which we all hoped would be successful, we 
should have reason to expect an alliance on better terms: 

That this would in fact work no delay of any effectual aid from such 
ally, as, from the advance of the season, and distance of our situation, 
it was impossible we could receive any assistance during this campaign: 

That it was prudent to fix among ourselves the terms on which we 
would form alliance, before we declared we would form one at all 
events: 

And that if these were agreed on and our Declaration of Independ- 
ance ready by the time our Ambassador should be ready’* to sail, it 
would be as well as to go into that Declaration at this day. 

On the other side it was urged by J. Adams, Lee, Wythe and others 

That no gentleman had argued against the policy or the right of 
separation from Britain, nor had supposed it possible we should ever 
renew our connection; that they had only opposed it’s being now 
declared: 

That the question was not whether, by a declaration of Independ- 
ance, we should make ourselves what we are not; but whether we 
should declare a fact which already exists: 

That as to the people or parliament of England, we had alwais been 
independant of them, their restraints on our trade deriving efficacy 
from our acquiescence only, and not from any rights they possessed 
of imposing them, and that so far our connection had been federal 
only, and was now dissolved by the commencement of hostilities: 

That as to the king, we had been bound to him by allegiance, but 
that this bond was now dissolved by his assent to the late act of parlia- 
ment, by which he declares us out of his protection, and by his levy- 
"ing war on us, a fact which had long ago proved us out of his protec- 
tion; it being a certain position in law that allegiance and protection 
are reciprocal, the one ceasing when the other is withdrawn: 

That James the II* never declared the people of England out of his 
protection; yet his actions proved it, and the parliament declared it: 


! The original notes use the word ‘‘ prepared.’’ 


1090 Journals of Congress 


No delegates then can be denied, or ever want a power of declaring 
an existent truth: 

That the delegates from the Delaware counties having declared their 
constituents ready to join, there are only two colonies Pennsylvania 
and Maryland, whose delegates are absolutely tied up, and that these 
had by their instructions only reserved a right of confirming or reject- 
ing the measure: 

That the instructions from Pennsylvania might be accounted for 
from the times in which they were drawn, near a twelvemonth ago, 
since which the face of affairs has totally changed: 

That within that time it had become apparent that Britain was deter- 
mined to accept nothing less than a carte blanche, and that the king’s 
answer to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and common council of London, 
which had come to hand four days ago, must have satisfied every one 
of this point: 

That the people wait for us to lead the way: 

That they are in favor of the measure, tho’ the instructions given by 
some of their representatives are not: 

That the voice of the representatives is not alwais consonant with 
the voice of the people, and that this is remarkably the case in these 
middle colonies: 

That the effect of the resolution of the 15" of May has proved this, 
which, raising the murmurs of some in the colonies of Pennsylvania 
and Maryland, called forth the opposing voice of the freer part of the 
people, and proved them to be the majority, even in these colonies: 

That the backwardness of these two colonies might be ascribed 
partly to the influence of proprietary power and connections, and 
partly to their having not yet been attacked by the enemy: 

That these causes were not likely to be soon removed, as there 
seemed no probability that the enemy would make either of these the 
seat of this summer’s war: 

That it would be vain to wait either weeks or months for perfect 
unanimity, since it was impossible that all men should ever become of 
one sentiment on any question: 

That the conduct of some colonies, from the beginning of this con- 
test, had given reason to suspect it was their settled policy to keep in 
the rear of the confederacy, that their particular prospect might be 
better, even in the worst event: 

That therefore it was necessary for those colonies who had thrown 
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themselves forward and hazarded all from the beginning, to come for- 
ward now also, and put all again to their own hazard: 

That the history of the Dutch revolution, of whom three states only 
confederated at first proved that a secession of some colonies would 
not be so dangerous as some apprehended: 

That a declaration of Independance alone could render it consistent 
with European delicacy for European powers to treat with us, or even 
to receive an Ambassador from us: 

That till this they would not receive our vessels into their ports, nor 
acknowledge the adjudications of our courts of Admiralty to be legiti- 
mate, in cases of capture of British vessels: 

That tho’ France and Spain may be jealous of our rising power, they 
must think it will be much more formidable with the addition of Great 
Britain; and will therefore see it their interest to prevent a coalition; 
but should they refuse, we shall be but where we are; whereas without 
trying we shall never know whether they will aid us or not: 

That the present campaign may be unsuccessful, and therefore we 
had better propose an alliance while our affairs wear a hopeful aspect: 

That to wait the event of this compaign will certainly work delay, 
because during this summer France may assist us effectually by cut- 
ting off those supplies of provisions from England and Ireland on 
which the enemy’s armies here are to depend; or by setting in motion 
the great power they have collected in the West Indies, and calling 
our enemy to the defence of the possessions they have there: 

That it would be idle to lose time in settling the terms of alliance, 
till we had first determined we would enter into alliance: 

That it is necessary to lose no time in opening a trade for our people, 
who will want clothes, and will want money too for the paiment of 
taxes: 

And that the only misfortune is that we did not enter into alliance 
with France six months sooner, as, besides opening their ports for the 
vent of our last year’s produce, they might have marched an army into 
Germany and prevented the petty princes there from selling their 
unhappy subjects to subdue us. 

It appearing in the course of these debates that the colonies of N. 
York, N. Jersey Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland! were not yet 
matured for falling from the parent stem, but that they were fast 
advancing to that state, it was thought most prudent to wait a while 


!The original notes have inscribed ‘‘and South Carolina.’’ 
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for them, and to postpone the final decision to July 1. but that this 
might occasion as little delay as possible, a committee was appointed 
to prepare a declaration of independance. the commee were J. Adams, 
D* Franklin, Roger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston and myself. com- 
mittees were also appointed at the same time to prepare a plan of con- 
federation for the colonies, and to state the terms proper to be proposed 
for foreign alliance. the committee for drawing the declaration of 
independance desired me to do it. it was accordingly done, and being 
approved by them, I reported it to the house on Friday the 28% of 
June when it was read and ordered to lie on the table. On Monday the 
1 of July the house resolved itself into a committee of the whole and 
resumed the consideration of the original motion made by the delegates 
of Virginia, which being again debated through the day, was carried 
in the affirmative by the votes of N. Hampshire, Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode island, N. Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, N. Carolina, and 
Georgia. S. Carolina and Pennsylvania voted against it. Delaware 
having but two members present they were divided: the delegates 
for N. York declared they were for it themselves, and were assured 
their constituents were for it, but that their instructions, having been 
drawn near a twelvemonth before, when reconciliation was still the 
general object, they were enjoined by them to do nothing which should 
impede that object. they therefore thought themselves not justifiable 
in voting on either side, and asked leave to withdraw from the question, 
which was given them. the comméé rose and reported their resolution 
to the house. Mr Rutlege of S. Carolina then requested the deter- 
mination might be put off to the next day, as he believed his collegues, 
tho they disapproved of the resolution, would then join in it for the 
sake of unanimity. the ultimate question whether the house would 
agree to the resolution of the comméé, was accordingly postponed to 
the next day, when it was again moved and S. Carolina concurred in 
voting for it. in the mean time a third member had come post from 
the Delaware counties and turned the vote of that colony in favour of 
the resolution. members of a different sentiment attending that 
morning from Pennsylvania also, their vote was changed, so that the 
whole 12 colonies, who were authorized to vote at all, gave their voices 
for it; and within a few days the convention of N. York approved of 
it, and thus supplied the void occasioned by the withdrawing of their 
delegates from the vote. 

Congress proceeded the same day to consider the declaration of Inde- 
pendance, which had been reported and laid on the table the Friday 
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preceding, and on Monday referred to a comméé of the whole. the 
pusillanimous idea that we had friendsin England worth keeping terms 
with still haunted the minds of many. for this reason those passages 
which conveyed censures on the people of England were struck out 
lest they should give them offence. the clause too reprobating the 
enslaving the inhabitants of Africa was struck out in complaisance to 
S. Carolina and Georgia, who had never attempted to restrain the 
importation of slaves, and who on the contrary still wished to continue 
it. our Northern brethren also, I believe, felt a little tender under 
those censures; for tho’ their people have very few slaves themselves, 
yet they had been pretty considerable carriers of them to others. the 
debates having taken up the greater parts of the 2°, 8‘ and 4™ days of 
July, were, in the evening of the last, closed; the declaration was 
reported by the comméé, agreed to by the house; and signed by every 
member’ except mr Dickinson. as the sentiments of men are known 
not only by what they receive, but what they reject also, I will state 
the form of the declaration as originally reported. the parts struck 
out by Congress shall be distinguished by a black line drawn under 
them;* and those inserted by them shall be placed in the margin? or in 
@ concurrent column. 


A Declaration by the representatives of the United States of America 
im [General] Congress assembled 


When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth 
the separate and equal station, to which the laws of nature and 
of nature’s god entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self evident. that all men are cre- 
ated equal; that they are endowed by their creator with certain 
inherent and inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness: that to secure these rights, govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed; that whenever any form of govern- 

1The original notes here insert the word ‘‘present.’’ 


In the print these words are in italics. 
*In the print there words are in black-face type. 
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ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the peo- 
ple to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, 
laying it’s foundation on such principles, and organising it's pow- 
ers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness. prudence indeed will dictate that govern- 
ments long established should not be changed for light and tran- 
sient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that man- 
kind are more disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accus- 
tomed. but when a long train of abuses and usurpations begun at 
a distinguished period and pursuing invariably the same object, 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty to throw off such government, and to provide 
new guards for their future security. such has been the patient 
sufferance of these colonies, and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter expunge their former systems of govern- 
ment. the history of the present king of Great Britain is a his- 
tory of repeated unremitting injuries and usurpations among 
which appears no solitary fact to contradict the uniform tenor of 
the rest, but all have all having in direct object the establishment 
of an absolute tyranny over these states. to prove this let facts 
be submitted to a candid world, for the truth of which we pledge a 
Satth yet unsullied by falsehood. 

he has refused his assent to laws the most wholsome and neces- 
sary for the public good. 

he has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and 
pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his 
-assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly 
neglected to attend to them. - 

he has refused to pass other laws for the accomodation of large 
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right 
of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them, 
and formidable to tyrants only. 

he has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public 
records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his measures. 

_ he has dissolved representative houses repeatedly and continu- 

ally for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights 
of the people. 


Notes of Debates 1095 


he has refused for a long time after such dissolutions to cause 
others to be elected, whereby the legislative powers, incapable of 
annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exer- 
cise, the state remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dan- 
gers of invasions from without and convulsions within. 

he has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for 
that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners, 
refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and 
raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 

he has obstructed suffered the administration of justice totally 
to cease in some of these states by refusing his assent to laws 
for establishing judiciary powers. 

he has made our judges dependant on his will alone for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount and paiment of their 
salaries. 

he has erected a multitude of new offices by a self assumed power 
and sent hither swarms of new officers to harrass our people and 
eat out their substance 

he has kept among us in times of peace standing armies and 
ships of war without the consent of our legislatures. 

he has affected to render the military independant of and 
superior to the civil power. 

he has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction for- 
eign to our constitutions and unacknowledged by our laws; 
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation for quarter- 
ing large bodies of armed troops among us; for protecting them 
by a mock-trial from punishment for any murders which they 
should commit on the inhabitants of these states; for cutting off 
our trade with all parts of the world; for imposing taxes on us 
without our consent; for depriving us in many cases of the 
benefits of trial by jury; for transporting us beyond seas to be 
tried for pretended offences; for abolishing the free system of 
English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an 
arbitrary government, and enlarging it’s boundaries, so as to ren- - 
der it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the 
same absolute rule into these colonies states; for taking away 
our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering 
fundamentally the forms of our governments; for suspending our - 
own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power 
to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 
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he has abdicated government here by declaring us out of his 
protection and waging war against us. withdrawing his gov- 
ernors and declaring us out of his allegiance and protection 

he has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, 
and destroyed the lives of our people. 

he is at this time transporting large armies of foreign merce- 
naries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny 
already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy 
the head of a civilized nation. 

he has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high 
seas to bear arms against their country, to become the execu- 
tioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by 
their hands. 

he has excited domestic insurrections among us, and has 
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merci- 
less Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undis- 
tinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions of 
existence. 

he has incited treasonable insurrections of our fellow-citizens 
with the allurements of forfeiture and confiscation of our property. 

he has waged cruel war against human nature ttself, violating 
als most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant 
people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them into 
slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in ther 
transportation thither. this piratical warfare, the opprobrium of 
infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian king of Great 
Britain. determined to keep open a market where Men should be 
bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing 
every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable 
commerce. and that this assemblage of horrors might want no fact 
of distinguished die, he is now exciting those very people to rise in 
arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which he has 
deprived them, by murdering the people on whom he also obtruded 
them: thus paying of former crimes committed against the liberties 
of one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against 
the lives of another. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for 
redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions have 
been answered only by repeated injuries. a prince whose char- 
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acter is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people who mean tobe free. future 
ages will scarcely believe that the hardiness of one man adventured, 
within the short compass of twelve years only, to lay a foundation 
so broad and so undisgwised for tyranny over a people fostered and 
jrued in principles of freedom. 
Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. 
we have warned them from time to time of attempts by their leg- 
islature to extend an unwarrantable a jurisdiction over us. these 
our states. we have reminded them of the circumstances of our 
emigration and settlement here no one of which could warrant so 
strange a pretension. that these were effected at the expence of our 
own blood and treasure, unassisted by the wealth or the strength of 
Great Britain: that in constituting indeed our several forms of 
government, we had adopted one common king, thereby laying a 
Soundation for perpetual league and amity with them: but that 
submission to their parliament was no part of our constitution, nor 
ever in idea, if history may be credited: and we have appealed to 
their native justice and magnanimity and we have conjured them 
by as well as to the ties of our common kindred to disavow these 
usurpations which would inevitably were Kikely to interrupt our 
connection and correspondence. they too have been deaf to the 
voice of justice and of consanguinity, and when. occasions have been 
given them, by the regular course of their laws, of removing from 
their councils the diaturbers of our harmony they have, by their free 
election, re-established them in power. at this very tume too they 
are permitting their chief magistrate to send over not only souldiers 
of our common blood, but Scotch and foreign mercenaries to invade 
and destroy us. These facts have gwen the last stab to agonizing 
affection, and manly spirit bids us to renounce for ever these unfeel- 
ing brethren. we must endeavor to forget our former love for them, 
and to hold them as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, 
im peace friends. we might have been a free and a great people 
together; but a communication of grandeur and of freedom %t 
seems 28 below their dignity. be tt so, since they will have it. the 
road to happiness and to glory is open to us too. we will tread it 
apart from them, and we must therefore acquiesce in the neces- 
sity which denounces our e¢ernal separation! and hold them as 
we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace 
friends. 
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We therefore the representatives of the United states of America 


in General Congress assembled 


do in the name and by authority 
of the good people of these states 
reject and renounce all allegiance 
and subjection to the kings of 
Great Britain and all others who 
may hereafter claim by, through, 
or under them: we utterly dissolve 
all political connection which may 
heretofore have subsisted between 
us, and the people or parliament of 
Great Britam: and finally we do 
assert and declare these colonies to 
be free and independant states 


appealing to the supreme 
judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, 
do, in the name and by the 
authority of the good people 
of these colonies solemnly pub- 
lish and declare that these 
United colonies are and of 
right ought to be free and 
independant states; that they 
are absolved from all alle- 
giance to the British crown, 
and that all political connec- 


tion between them and the 
state of Great Britain is and 
ought to be totally dissolved; 
and that as free and independant states they have full power to 
levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, 
and to do all other acts and things which independant states may 
of right do. and for the support of this declaration with a firm 
reliance on the protection of divine providence we mutually 
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor. 


On Friday July 12. the committee appointed to draw the articles of 
Confederation reported them, and on the 22° the house resolved them- 
selves into a comméé to take them into consideration.* on the 30™ 
and 31° of that month and 1* of the ensuing, those articles were 
debated which determined the proportion or quota of money which 
each state should furnish to the common treasury and the manner 
of voting in Congress. the first of these articles was expressed in the 
original draught in these words. ‘Art. XI. all charges of war and 
all other expences that shall be incurred for the common defence, or 
general welfare, and allowed by the United states assembled, shall be 
defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the 
several colonies in proportion to the number of inhabitants of every 
age, sex and quality, except Indians not paying taxes in each colony, 


1 Adams gives notes of a debate on July 25 and 26, on p. 1076, ante. 
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a true account of which, distinguishing the white inhabitants, shall be 
triennially taken and transmitted to the assembly of the United states.’ 

Mr Chase’ moved that the quotas should be fixed, not by the num- 
ber of inhabitants of every condition, but by that of the ‘white inhab- 
itants.? he admitted that taxation should be alwais in proportion to 
property; that this was in theory the true rule, but that from a variety 
of difficulties it was a rule which could never be adopted in practice. 
the value of the property in every state could never be estimated 
justly and equally. some other measure for the wealth of the state 
must therefore be devised, some standard referred to which would be 
more simple. he considered the number of inhabitants as a tolerably 
good criterion of property, and that this might alwais be obtained. 
he therefore thought it the best mode which we could adopt, with one 
exception only. he observed that negroes are property, and as such 
cannot be distinguished from the lands or personalties held in those 
states where there are few slaves. that the surplus of profit which a 
Northern farmer is able to lay by, he invests in cattle, horses &c. 
whereas a Southern farmer lays out that same surplus in slaves. 
there is no more reason therefore for taxing the Southern states on 
the farmer’s head, and on his slave’s head, than the Northern ones on 
their farmers’ heads and the heads of their cattle. that the method 
proposed would therefore tax the Southern states according to their 
numbers and their wealth conjunctly, while the Northern would be 
taxed on numbers only: that negroes in fact should not be considered 
as members of the state, more than cattle, and that they have no more 
interest in it. 

Mr John Adams observed that the numbers of people were taken 
by this article as an index of the wealth of the state and not as subjects 
of taxation. that as to this matter it was of no consequence by what 
name you called your people whether by that of freemen or of slaves. 
that in some countries the labouring poor were called freemen, in 
others they were called slaves: but that the difference as to the state 
was imaginary only. what matters it whether a landlord, employing 
ten laborers in his farm, gives them annually as much money as will 
buy them the necessaries of life, or gives them those necessaries at 
short hand. the ten labourers add as much wealth annually to the 
state, increase it?s exports as much in the one case as the other. cer- 
tainly 500 freemen produce no more profits, no greater surplus for 


1 Adams gives notes on this speech, end shows that it was made on July 30. See 
p- 1079, ante. 
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the paiment of taxes than 500 slaves. therefore the state in which 
are the labourers called freemen should be taxed no more than that in 
which are those called slaves. suppose by any extraordinary opera- 
tion of nature or of law, one half the labourers of 2 state could in the 
course of one night be transformed into slaves: would the state be 
made the poorer or the less able to pay taxes? that the condition 
of the labouring poor in most countries, that of the fishermen par- 
ticularly of the Northern states is as abject as that of slaves. it is the 
number of labourers which produce the surplus for taxation, and num- 
bers therefore indiscriminately are the fair index of wealth. that it 
is the use of the word ‘property’ here, and it’s application to some of 
the people of the state, which produces the fallacy. how does the 
Southern farmer procure slaves? either by importation or by pur- — 
chase from his neighbor. if he imports a slave, he adds one to the 
number of labourers in his country, and proportionably to it’s profits 
and abilities to pay taxes. if he buys from his neighbor, it is only a 
transfer of a labourer from one farm to another, which does not 
change the annual produce of the state, and therefore should not 
change it’s tax. that if a Northern farmer works ten labourers on his 
farm, he can it.is true, invest the surplus of ten mens’ labour in cattle: 
but so may the Southern farmer working ten slaves. that a state of 
100,000 freemen can maintain no more cattle than one of 100,000 
slaves. therefore they have no more of that kind of property. that 
a slave may indeed from the custom of speech be more properly called 
the wealth of his master, than the free labourer might be called the 
wealth of his employer: but as to the state both were equally it’s 
wealth, and should therefore equally add to the quota of it’s tax. 

Mr Harrison proposed a compromise, that two slaves should be 
counted as one freeman. he affirmed that slaves did not do so much 
work as freemen, and doubted if two effected more than one. that 
this was proved by the price of labor, the hire of a labourer in the 
Southern colonies being from 8. to 12 £, while in the Northern it was 
generally 24 £. 

Mr Wilson said that if this amendment should take place the South- 
ern colonies would have all the benefit of slaves, whilst the Northern 
ones would bear the burthen. that slaves increase the profits of a 
state, which the Southern states mean to take to themselves; that they 
also increase the burthen of defence, which would of course fall so 
much the heavier on the Northern. that slaves occupy the places of 
freemen aiid eat their food. dismiss your slaves and freemen will take 
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their places. it is our duty to lay every discouragement on the impor- 
tation of slaves: but this amendment would give the jus trium libero- 
rum to him who would import slaves. that other kinds of property 
were pretty equally distributed thro’ all the colonies: there were as 
many cattle, horses, and sheep in the North as the South, and South as 
the North: but notso astoslaves. that experience has shewn that those 
colonies have been alwais able to pay most which have the most inhab- 
itants, whether they be black or white. and the practice of the South- 
ern colonies has always been to make every farmer pay poll taxes upon 
all his labourers whether they be black or white. he acknowledges 
indeed that freemen work the most; but they consume the most also. 
they do not produce a greater surplus for taxation. the slave is 
neither fed nor clothed so expensively as a freeman. again white 
women are exempted from labour generally, which negro women are 
not. in this then the Southern states have an advantage as the article 
now stands. it has sometimes been said that slavery is necessary 
because the commodities they raise would be too dear for market if 
cultivated by freemen; but now it is said that the labour of the slave 
is the dearest. 

Mr Payne urged the original resolution of Congress, to proportion 
the quotas of the states to the number of souls. 

D* Witherspoon was of opinion that the value of lands and houses 
was the best estimate of the wealth of a nation, and that it was prac- 
ticable to obtain such a valuation. this is the true barometer of 
wealth. the one now proposed is imperfect in itself and unequal 
between the states. it has been objected that negroes eat the food of 
freemen, and therefore should be taxed. horses also eat the food of 
freemen; therefore they also should be taxed. it has been said too 
that in carrying slaves into the estimate of the taxes the state is to 
pay, we do no more than those states themselves do who always take 
slaves into the estimate of the taxes the individual is to pay. but 
the cases are not parallel. in the Southern colonies slaves pervade 
the whole colony; but they do not pervade the whole continent. that 
as to the original resolution of Congress,’ it was temporary only, and 
related to the monies heretofore emitted: whereas we are now entering 
into a new compact and therefore stand on original ground.’ 

iThe original notes here inserted, ‘‘to proportion the quotas according to the souls.” 


1 Adams gives some remarks by Thomas Lynch, Benjamin Franklin, and Edward 
Rutledge. See p. 1080, ante. Also remarks on trade and the Indians. 
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the question being put, the amendment ‘proposed was rejected by 
the votes of N. Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode island, Connecticut, 
N. York, N. Jersey, and Pennsylvania, against those of Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina. Georgia was divided. 

The other article was in these words. 

‘Arr. XVII. In determining questions each colony shall have one 
vote.’ 

July 30. 31. Aug. 1. present 41 members. Mr Chase observed 
that this article was the most likely to divide us of any one proposed 
in the draught then under consideration. that the larger colonies had 
threatened they would not confederate at all if their weight in Con- 
gress should not be equal to the numbers of people they added to the 
confederacy; while the smaller ones declared against a union if they 
did not retain an equal vote for the protection of their rights. that it 
was of the utmost consequence to bring the parties together, as should 
we sever from each other, either no foreign power will ally with us at 
all, or the different states will form different alliances, and thus increase 
the horrors of those svenes of civil war and bloodshed which in such a 
state of separation and independance would render us a miserable peo- 
ple. that our importance, our interests, our peace required that we 
should confederate, and that mutual sacrifices should be made to effect 
a compromise of this difficult question. he was of opinion the smaller 
colonies would lose their rights, if they were not in some instances 
allowed an equal vote, and therefore that a discrimination should take 
place among the questions which would come before Congress. that 
the smaller states should be secured in all questions concerning life 
or liberty, and the greater ones in all respecting property. he there- 
fore proposed that in votes relating to money, the voice of each colony 
should be proportioned to the number of it’s inhabitants. 

D* Franklin thought that the votes should be so proportioned in all 
cases. he took notice that the Delaware counties had bound up their 
delegates to disagree to this article. he thought it a very extraordi- 
nary language to be held by any state, that they would not confederate 
with us unless we would let them dispose of our money. certainly if 
we vote equally we ought to pay equally: but the smaller states will 
hardly purchase the privilege at this price. that had he lived ina 
state where the representation, originally equal, had become unequal 
by time and accident, he might have submitted rather than disturb 
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government: but that we should be very wrong to set out in this prac- 
tice when it is in our power to establish what is right. that at the 
time of the union between England and Scotland the latter had made 
the objection which the smaller states now do. but experience had 
proved that no unfairness had ever been shewn them. that their 
advocates had prognosticated that it would again happen as in times 
of old that the whale would swallow Jonas: but he thought the pre- 
diction reversed in event and that Jonas had swallowed the whale, for 
the Scotch had in fact got possession of the government and gave laws 
to the English. he reprobated the original ayreement of Congress to 
vote by colonies, and therefore was for their voting in all cases accord- 
ing to the number of taxables. 

D* Witherspoon opposed every alteration of the article. all men 
adinit that a confederacy is necessary. should the idea get abroad 
that there is likely to be no Union among us, it will damp the minds 
of the people, diminish the glory of our struggle, and lessen it’s 
importance: because it will open to our view future prospects of war 
and dissension among ourselves. if an equal vote be refused, the 
smaller states will become vassals to the larger; and all experience 
has shewn that the vassals and subjects of free states are the most 
enslaved. he instanced the Helots of Sparta, and the provinces of 
Rome. he observed that foreign powers discovering this blemish 
would make it a handle for disengaging the smaller states from so 
unequal a confederacy. that the colonies should in fact be considered 
as individuals; and that as such in all disputes they should have an 
equal vote. that they are now collected as individuals making a bar- 
gain with each other, and of course had a right to vote as individuals. 
that in the East India company they voted by persons and not by their 
proportion of stock. that the Belgic confederacy voted by provinces. 
that in questions of war the smaller states were as much interested as 
the larger and therefore should vote equally; and indeed that the 
larger states were more likely to bring war on the confederacy, in 
proportion as their frontier was more extensive. he admitted that 
equality of representation was an excellent principle; but then it must 
be of things which are co-ordinate; that is, of things similar, and of 
the same nature: that nothing relating to individuals could ever come 
before Congress; nothing but what would respect colonies. he dis- 
tinguished between an incorporating and a federal union. the union 
of England was an incorporating one; yet Scotland had suffered by 
that union: for it’s inhabitants were drawn from it by the hopes of 


1104 _ Journals of Congress 


places and emploiments. nor was it an instance of equality of repre- 
sentation; because while Scotland was allowed nearly a thirteenth of 
representation, they were to pay only one fortieth of the land tax. he 
expressed his hopes that in the present enlightened state of men’s 
minds we might expect a lasting confederacy, if it was founded on fair 
principles. 

John Adams advocated the voting in proportion to numbers. he 
said that we stand here as the representatives of the people. that in 
some states the people are many, in others they are few; that there- 
fore their vote here should be proportioned to the numbers from 
whom it comes. reason, justice and equity never had weight enough 
on the face of the earth to govern the councils of men. it is interest 
alone which does it, and it is interest alone which can be trusted. 
that therefore the interests within doors. should be the mathematical 
representatives of the interests without doors. that the individuality 
of the colonies is a mere sound. does the individuality of a colony 
increase it’s wealth or numbers? if it does, pay equally. if it does 
bot add weight in the scale of the confederacy, it cannot add to their 
rights, nor weigh in argument. A. has 50£ B. 500£ C.1,000£ in 
partnership. is it just they should equally dispose of the monigs of 
the partnership? it has been said we are independant individuals 
making a bargain together. the question is:not what we are now but 
what we ought to be when our bargain shall be made. the confed- 
eracy is to make us one individual only; it is to form us, like separate 
parcels of metal, into one common mass. we shall no longer retain 
our separate individuality, but become a single individual as to all 
questions submitted to the confederacy. therefore all those reasons 
which prove the. justice and expediency of equal representation in 
other assemblies, hold good here. it has been objected that a propor- 
tional vote will endanger the smaller states. we answer that an equal 
vote will endanger the larger. Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Massa- 
chusetts are the three greater colonies. consider their distance, their 
difference of produce, of interests and of manners, and it is apparent 
they can never have an interest or inclination to combine for the 
oppression of the smaller. that the smaller will naturally divide on 
all questions with the larger. Rhode-island from it’s relation, simi- 
larity, and intercourse will generally pursue the same objects with 
Massachusetts; Jersey, Delaware and Maryland with Pennsylvania. 

D* Rush took notice that the decay of the liberties of the Dutch 
republic proceeded from three causes. 1. the perfect unanimity 
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requisite on all occasions. 2. their obligation to consult their con- 
stituents. 3. their voting by provinces. this last destroyed the 
equality of representation; and the liberties of Great Britain also are 
sinking from the same defect. that a part of our rights is deposited 
in the hands of our legislatures. there it was admitted there should 
be an equality of representation. another part of our rights is 
deposited in the hands of Congress: why is it not equally necessary 
there should be an equal representation there? were it possible to 
collect the whole body of the people together, they would determine 
the questions submitted to them, by their majority. why should not 
the same majority decide, when voting here by their representatives? 
the larger colonies are so providentially divided in situation as to 
render every fear of their combining, visionary. their interests are 
different, and their circumstances dissimilar. it is more probable they 
will become rivals and leave it in the power of the smaller states to 
give preponderance to any scale they please. the voting by the num- 
ber of free inhabitants will have one excellent effect, that of inducing 
the colonies to discourage slavery and to encourage the increase of 
their free inhabitants. 

Mr. Hopkins observed there were 4. larger, 4 smaller and 4 middle- 
sized colonies. that the four largest would contain more than half the 
inhabitants of the Confederating states, and therefore would govern 
the others as they should please. that history affords no instance of 
such a thing as equal representation. the Germanic body votes by 
states. the Helvetic body does the same; and so does the Belgic con- 
federacy. that too little is known of the antient confederations to 
say what was their practice. 

Mr Wilson thought that taxation should be in proportion to wealth, 
but that representation should accord with the number of freemen. 
that government is a collection or result of the wills of all. that if 
any government could speak the will of all it would be perfect; and 
that so far as it departs from this it becomes imperfect. it has been 
said that Congress is a representation of states, not of individuals. I 
say that the objects of it’s care are all the individuals of the states. 
it is strange that annexing the name of ‘ State’ to ten thousand men, 
should give them an equal right with forty thousand. this must be 
the effect of magic, not of reason. as to those matters which are 
referred to Congress, we are not so many states; we are one large 
state. we lay aside our individuality whenever we come here. the 
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Germanic body is a burlesque on government and their practice on 
any point is a sufficient authority and proof that it is wrong. the 
greatest imperfection in the constitution of the Belgic confederacy is 
their voting by provinces. the interest of the whole is constantly 
sacrificed to that of the small states. the history of the war in the 
reign of Q. Anne sufficiently proves this. it is asked Shall nine 
colonies put it into the power of four to govern them as they please? 
I invert the question and ask Shall two millions of people put it in the 
power of one million to govern them as they please? it is pretended 
too that the smaller colonies will be in danger from the greater. 
speak in honest language and say the minority will be in danger from 
the majority. and is there an assembly on earth where this danger 
may not be equally pretended? the truth is that our proceedings will 
then be consentaneous with the interests of the majority: and so they 
ought to be. the probability is much greater that the larger states 
will disagree than that they will combine. I defy the wit of man to 
invent a possible case, or to suggest any one thing on earth, which 
shall be for the interests of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Massachu- 
setts, and which will not also be for the interest of the other states.* 


1 Adams gives notes of the debates on August 2, p. 1082, ante. 
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Mr. P2esrpEent: [5 SzpremBer, 17767] 

The subject we are now upon is felt and confessed by us all to be 
of the utmost consequence, and perhaps I may also say, of delicacy 
and difficulty. I have not been accustomed in such cases to make 
solemn professions of impartiality, and shall not do it now, because I 
will not suppose that there are any suspicions to the contrary in the 
minds of those who hear me. Besides, the variety of opinions that 
have been formed and delivered upon it, seem to prove that we are 
giving our own proper judgment without prejudice or influence, which 
1 hope will lead to the discovery of what is most wise and expedient 
upon the whole. 

As the deliberation arises from a message sent to us by Lord Howe, 
at least by his permission, I think it is of importance to attend with 
greater exactness to all the circumstances of that message than has 
been done by any gentleman who has yet spoken on the subject. It 
comes from the Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the King of Great 
Britain, and one who is said to carry a commission to give peace to 
America. 

From the conduct of the Ministry at home, from the acts of Parlia- 
ment, and from Lord Howe’s proclamation in conformity to both, it 
is plain that absolute, unconditional submission is what they require 
us to agree to, or mean to force us to. And from the most authentick 
private intelligence, the King has not laid aside his personal rancour; 
it is rather increasing every day. In these circumstances Lord Howe 
has evidently a great desire to engage us in a treaty; and yet he has 
constantly avoided giving up the least punctilio on his side. Hecould 
never be induced to give General Washington his title. He plainly 
tells us he cannot treat with Congress as such; but he has allowed a 
prisoner of war to come and tell us he would be glad to see usas private 
gentlemen. 

It has been said that this is no insult or disgrace to the Congress; 
that the point of honour is hard to be got over in making the first 
advances. This sir, ismistaking the matter wholly. He has got over 
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this point of honour; he has made the first overtures; he has told 
General Washington, by Colonel Putnam, that he wished that message 
to be considered as making the first step. His renewed attempts by 
Lord Drummond, and now by General Sullivan, point out to all the 
world that he has made the firststep. It will, doubtless, be related at 
home; and I am of opinion it is already written and boasted of to the 
Ministry at home that he has taken such a part. Therefore any evil 
or condescension that can attend seeking peace first, has been submitted 
to by him. Yet has he uniformly avoided any circumstance that can 
imply that we are anything else but subjects of the King of Great 
Britain in rebellion. Such a message as this, if in any degree intended 
as respectful to us, ought to have been secret; yet has it been open as 
the day. In short, such a message was unnecessary; for if he meant 
only to communicate his mind to the Congress by private gentlemen, 
he might have done that many ways, and it needed not to have been 
known either to the publick or the Congress till these private gentlemen 
came here on purpose to reveal it. These, then, are the circumstances 
which attend this message as it is now before us: and the question is, 
shall we comply with it in any degree or not? Let us ask what bene- 
fit shall be derived from it? There is none yet shown to be possible. 
It has been admitted by every person without exception who has spoke, 
that we are not to admit a thought of giving up the independence we 
have so lately declared; and by the greatest part, if not the whole, that 
there is not the least reason to expect that any correspondence we can 
have with him will tend to peace. Yet I think in the beginning of the 
debate such reasonings were used as seemed to me only to conclude 
that we should grasp at it as a means of peace. We were told that it 
was easy for us. to boast or be valiant here, but that our armies were 
running away before their enemies. I never loved boasting, neither 
here nor anywhere else. I look uponit as almost a certain forerunner 
of disgrace. I found my hope of success in this cause, not in the val- 
our of Americans or the cowardice of Britons, but upon the justice of 
the cause, and still more upon the nature of things. Britain has first 
injured and inflamed America to the highest degree, and now attempts, 
at the distance of three thousand miles, to carry on war with this whole 
country, and force it to absolute submission. If we take the whole 
events of the war since it commenced, we shall rather wonder at the 
uniformity of our success than be surprised at some cross events. We 
have seen bravery as well as cowardice in this country, and there are 
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no consequences of either that are probable, that can be worth men- 
tioning as ascertaining the event of the contest. 

Lord Howe speaks of a decisive blow not being yet struck, as if this 
cause depended upon one battle, which could not be avoided. Sir, 
this is a prodigious mistake. We may fight no battles at all for along 
time, or we may lose some battles, as was the case with the British 
themselves in the Scotch rebellion of 1745, and the cause notwithstand- 
ing be the same. I wish it were considered, that neither loss nor dis- 
grace worth mentioning has befallen us in the late engagement, nor 
comparable to what the British troops have often suffered. At the 
battle of Preston, sir, they broke to pieces and ran away like sheep, 
before a few Highlanders. I myself saw them do the same thing at 
Falkirk, with very little difference—a small part only of the army 
making a stand, and in a few hours the whole retreating with precipi- 
tation before their enemies. Did that make any difference in the 
cause? Not in the least—so long as the body of the nation were deter- 
mined, on principle, against the rebels. Nor would it have made any 
other difference, but in time, though they had got possession of Lon- 
don, which they might have easily done if they had understood their 
business; for the Militia in England there gathered together, behaved 
fifty times worse than that of America has done lately. They gener- 
ally disbanded and run off as soon as the rebels came within ten or 
twenty miles of them. Inshort, sir, from anything that has happened, 
I see not the least reason for our attending to this delusive message. 
On the contrary, I think it is the very worst. time that could be chosen 
for us, as it will be looked upon as the effect of fear, and diffuse the 
same spirit in some degree through different ranks of men. 

The improbability of anything arising from this conference, leading 
toa just and honourable peace, might be shown by arguments too 
numerous to be even so much as named. But what I shall mention 
only is, that we are absolutely certain, from every circumstance, from 
all the proceedings at home, and Lord Howe’s own explicit declaration 
in his letter to Dr. Franklin, that he never will acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of the American States. 

I observed that one or two members said, in objection to the report 
of the Board of War, that it was like a begging of a question, and 
making a preliminary of the whole subject in debate. Alas, sir, this 
is a prodigious mistake. It was not only not the whole, but it was 
properly no subject of debate at all, till within these three months. 

_20719—vyoxr vi-~-06——17 


* 1112 Journals of Congress 


We were contending for the restoration of certain privileges under 
the Government of Great Britain, and we were praying for re-union 
with her. But in the beginning of July, with the universal approba- 
tion of all the States now united, we renounced this connection, and 
declared ourselves free and independent. Shall we bring this into 
question again? Is it not a preliminary? has it not been declared a 
preliminary by many gentlemen, who have yet given their opinion for 
a conference, while they have said they were determined on no account 
and on no condition to give up our independence? It is then a neces- 
sary preliminary—and it is quite a different thing from any punctilios 
of ceremony. If France and England were at war, and they were both 
desirous of peace, there might be some little difficulty as to who should 
make the first proposals; but if one of them should claim the other as 
they did long ago as a vassal or dependent subject, and should signify 
a desire to converse with the other, or some deputed by him, and pro- 
pose him many privileges so as to make him even better than before, 
I desire to know how such a proposal would be received? If we had 
been for ages an independent Republic, we should feel this argument 
with all its force. That we do not feel it, shows that we have not yet 
acquired the whole ideas and habits of independence: from which I only 
infer, that every step taken in a correspondence as now proposed, will 
be a virtual or partial renunciation of that dignity so lately acquired. 
I beg you would observe, sir, that Lord Howe himself was fully 
sensible, that the Declaration of Independence precluded any treaty, 
in the character in which he appeared; as he is said to have lamented 
that he had not arrived ten days sooner—before that declaration was 
made. Hence it appears, that entering into any correspondence with 
him in the manner now proposed, is actually giving up, or at least 
subjecting to a new consideration, the independence which we have 
declared. If I may be allowed to say it without offence, it seems to 
me that some members have unawares admitted this, though they are 
not sensible of it; for when they say that it is refusing to treat, unless 
the whole be granted us, they must mean that some part of that whole 
must be left to be discussed and obtained, or yielded, by the treaty. 
But, sir, many members of this House have either yielded, or at 
least supposed, that no desirable peace, or no real good, could be 
finally expected from this correspondence, which is wished to be set 
on foot; but they have considered it as necessary in the eye of the 
publick, to satisfy them that we are always ready to hear anything 
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that will restore peace to the country. In this view it is considered. 
as a sort of trial of skill between Lord Howe and us, in the political 
art. As I do truly believe, that many members of this House are 
determined by this circumstance, I shall consider it with some atten- 
tion. With this view it will be necessary to distinguish the publick 
in America into three great classes: 1. The Tories, our secret enemies. 
2. The Whigs, the friends of independence, our sincere and hearty 
supporters. 3. The Army who must fight for us. 

As to the first of them, I readily admit that they are earnest for our 
treating. They are exulting in the prospect of it; they are spreading 
innumerable lies to forward it. They are treating Whigs already 
with insult and insolence upon it. It has brought them from their 
lurking holes; they have taken liberty to say things in consequence 
of it, which they durst not have said before. In one word, if we set 
this negotiation on foot, it will give new force and vigour to all 
their seditious machinations. But, sir, shall their devices have any 
influence upon us at all? If they have at all, it should be to make us 
suspect that side of the question which they embrace. In cases where 
the expediency of a measure is doubtful, if I had an opportunity of 
knowing what my enemies wished me to do, I would not be easily 
induced to follow their advice. 

As to the Whigs and friends of independence, I am well persuaded 
that multitudes of them are already clear in their minds, that the con- 
ference should be utterly rejected; and to those who are in doubt 
about its nature, nothing more will be requisite than a clear and full 
information of the state of the case, which I hope will be granted 
them. 

As to the Army, I cannot help being of opinion, that nothing will 
more effectually deaden the operations of war, than what is proposed. 
We do not ourselves expect any benefit from it, but they will. And 
they will possibly impute our conduct to fear and jealousy as to the 
issue of the cause; which will add to their present little discourage- 
ment, and produce a timorous and despondent spirit.” 
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January 2. 
Resolutions on Tories. 
89. The / Tory Act / Published by Order of the Continental Con- 
gress, Philadelphia, Jan. 2,1776. [New York or Philadelphia: 1776.] 
F°. Broadside. 
A copy is in the Library of Congress. It measures 354 x 224 cms. 


January 24. 
Address to Canada. _ 
go. Aux/ Habitants/ De la Province du Canada. / [Philadelphia:] 
Chez Fleury Mesplet & Charles Berger [1776]. F°, Broadside. 
The English original is printed in Force’s Archives, 4, iv, 1653. 


gr. Aux Habitants / De la Province du Canada. {[Philadelphia: 
Mesplet & Berger. 1776.] F°, Broadside. 
A copy is in the Library of Congress, in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 

No. 42, III, folio 459. It-measures 82 x 19} cms. 


February ro. 
Oration on Montgomery. 

92. An/ Oration / in Memory of / General Montgomery, / and of 
the / Officers and Soldiers, / Who Fell with Him, December 31, 1775, / 
before / Quebec; / Drawn up (and Delivered February 19th, 1776.) | 
At the Desire of the / Honorable Continental Congress. / By William 
Smith, D. D. / Provost of the College and Academy / Of Philadel- 
phia. / .. ../ Philadelphia: / Printed by John Dunlap, in Market- 
Street. / M,DCC,LXXVL. / — 8°, pp. (4), 44. 

‘‘'The oration was an insolent performance. A Motion was made to thank the 
orator, and ask a copy, but opposed with great spirit and vivacity from every 
part of the room, and at last withdrawn, lest it should be rejected, as it certainly 
would have been, with indignation. The orator then printed it himself, after 
leaving out or altering some offensive passages.’’ Familiar Letters of John Adams, 
28 April, 1776. 

The oration was delivered at the Dutch calvinist church. ; 
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93- An / Oration / In Memory of / General Montgomery, / and of 
the / Officers and Soldiers, / Who Fell with Him, December 31, 1775, / 
before / Quebec; / Drawn up (and Delivered February 19, 1776,) / 
At the Desire of the / Honorable Continental Congress. / By William 
Smith, D. D. / Provost of the College and Academy / Of Philadel- 


phia. / . . | Philadelphia, Printed; / New York: Reprinted 
by John ‘Anderson, the | Corner of Beekman’s Slip, / 1776. 
8°. pp. 36. 


94- An / Oration / In Memory of / General Montgomery, / and of 
the / Officers and Soldiers, / Who Fell with Him, December 31, 1775, / 
before / Quebec; / Drawn up (and Delivered February 19, 1776.) / 
At the Desire of the / Honorable Continental Congress. / By William 
Smith, D. D. / Provost of the College and Academy / Of Philadel- 
phia. / ..../ Philadelphia, Printed; / London, / Reprinted for J. 
Almon..... MDCCLXXVI. 8°. pp. iv, 36. 


95. An / Oration / In Memory of / General Montgomery, / and of 
the / Officers and Soldiers, / Who Fell with Him, December 31, 1775, / 
before / Quebec; / Drawn up (and Delivered February 19, 1776.) / 
At the Desire of the / Honorable Continental Congress. / By William 
Smith, D. D. / Provost of the College and Academy / Of Philadel- 
phia, /..../ Philadelphia, Printed: / Newcastle, Reprinted by 
T. Robson and Co, And sold at their Printing-Office. 

8°. pp. 35. 

96. An / Oration / In Memory of / General Montgomery, / and of 
the / Officers and Soldiers, / Who Fell with Him, December 31, 1775, / 
Before / Quebec; / Drawn up (and Delivered February 19, ‘ITT6. / 
At the Desire of the / Honorable Continental Congress. / By William 
Smith, D. D. / Provost of the College and Academy / Of Philadel- 
phia. i | Philadelphia, Printed: / Newport: Reprinted by 
Solomon Southwick. / M,DCC,LXXVI. / 8°. pp. (2), 30. 


97. An / Oration / In Memory of / General Montgomery, / and of 
the / Officers and Soldiers, / Who Fell with Him, December 31, 1775, / 
before / Quebec; / Drawn up (and Delivered February 19, 1776.) / 
At the Desire of the / Honorable Continental Congress. / By William 
Smith, D. D. / Provost of the College and Academy / Of Philadel- 
‘ phia. /..../ Philadelphia, Printed: Norwieh: Reprinted by Rob- 
ertsons and J. Trumbull. 1776. 8°. pp. 22[1] 


A copy is in the Connecticut Historical Society. 
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March 16. 
Proclamation for a fast. 
98. In Congress, / Saturday, March 16, 1776. / Philadelphia: 
Printed by John Dunlap. [1776.] F°. Broadside. 
Prepared and introduced, with the permission of Congress, by William 
Lévingston. 
g9- In Congress, / Saturday, March 16, 1776. / New-London: 
Printed by Timothy Green, Printer to the Governor and Company of 
the Colony of Connecticut. [1776.] F°. Broadside. 


It measures 49 x 364 cms. 


roo. A earn for a Continental Fast. / In Congress, Satur- 
day, March 16, 1776. / [Boston: 17767] F°. Broadside. 


March 23. 
Resolutions concerning privateers. 
ror. In Congress, / March 23, 1776. / Philadelphia: Printed by 
John Dunlap. [1776]. F°. Broadside. 


A copy is in the Library of Congress, Letiers to Washington, 90, folio 77. It 
raeasures 32 x 20 cms. 


March 27. 
Sermon on Ward. 

102. Death, the last Enemy, anya by Christ. / A Sermon, / 
Preached, March 27, 1776, / before / The Honorable / Continental 
Congress; | on the Death of / The Honorable / Samuel Ward, Esq. / 
one of the / Delegates from the Colony / of Rhode Island, / who 
died of the Small-Pox, in this city, / (Philadelphia) / March 26, 
Ast. 52. | Published at the desire of many who heard it. / By Samuel 
Stillman, M. A. / Philadelphia: / Printed by Joseph Crukshank, in 
Market-street. / MDCCLXXVI. 8°. pp. 28. 


April 3. 
Instructions for Letters of Marque. 

103. In Congress, / Wednesday, April 3, 1776. / Instructions to the 
Commanders of Private Ships or Vessels of War, which shall / have 
Commissions or Letters of Marque and Reprisal, authorising them to 
make captures of British Vessels / and Cargoes. F°. Broadside. 

A copy is in the Library of Congress, signed by Samuel Huntington, President. 
It was delivered March 21, 1780, to Samuel Wardwell, with his commission as 
commander of the sloop George, a private vessel of war. It measures 35 x 22 cms 

It is probable that other issues of these resolutions were made as occasion 
called for them. The following number is an example: 
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104. In Congress, / Wednesday, April 3, 1776. / Instructions to the 
Commanders of Private Ships or Vessels / of War, which shall have 
Commissions or Letters of Marque and Reprisal, / authorising them to 
make captures of British Vessels and Cargoes. | F°, Broadside. 

A copy isin the New York Public Library, Emmet, 1240. Itissigned by Henry 
Laurens, as President. 

A copy, signed by John Jay as President, and issued June 9, 1779, to John 
Cahoone, commander of the schooner Scorpion, is in the Rhode Island Historical 
Society. Another copy, signed by John Jay, isin the Connecticut Historical 
Society. 


April 3. 
Bonds from Letters of Marque. 

105. In Congress, / April 3, 1776. / Resolved, That every Person 
intending to set forth / and fit out a Private Ship or Vessel of War, 
and applying / for a Commission or Letters of Marque'and Reprisal 
for that / Purpose [shall give bond] . . . / which shall be 
lodged with the said Secretary of Congress. F°. Broadside. 


A copy is in the New York Public Library, Emmet, 517. It issigned by John 
Hancock as President. 


May 15. 
Resolutions concerning state governments. 
106. In Congress / May 15, 1776. / Philadelphia: Printed by John 
Dunlap. [1776.] F°. Broadside. 
The resolve of May 10, with the preamble, drafted by John Adams, John Rut- 


ledge, and R. H. Lee, adopted May 15. The resolve was written by John 
Adams. 


107. In Congress, / May 15,1776. [Philadelphia(?): 1777] 

F°. Broadside. 
Has appended a letter ‘‘To the Inhabitants of Vermont, a Free and Inde- 
pendent State, bounding on the River Connecticut and Lake Champlain,” dated 
Philadelphia, April 11, 1777, and signed Thomas Young. Also a communica- 
tion, signed ‘‘ A word to the wise is sufficient,’ dated April 12, 1777. A copy is 
in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, II, folio 159. It measures 
39 x 24cms. In Paul Leicester Ford’s Bibliography the place and printers are 

conjectured to be Dresden: Judah Padock and Alden Spooner. 


May 21. 
Regulations Concerning Prisoners. 
108. In Congress, / May 21, 1776. / Resolved, / That all persons 
taken in arms on board any prize, be deemed prisoners, to be taken 
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care of by the supreme executive / power in each Colony to which 
they are brought, whether the prize &c. F°. Broadside. 


A copy is in the Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, 89, folio 143. It 
measures 33 x 20 cms. 


July 4. 
Declaration of Independence. 
tog. In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Repre- 
sentatives of the / United States of America, / In General Congress 
assembled. / .... / Philadelphia: Printed by John Dunlap. 
F°. Broadside. 


Three copies are in the Library of Congress. One was attached by wafers to 
the Manuscript Journals. The copy in the Washington Papers (Letters to 
Washington, 89, folio 203) was inclosed in a letter from John Hancock, dated 
July 6. It was sent to the States in letters dated July 5 and 6. Thus the paper 
must have been printed on the 5th or 6th, and is in all probability the original 
issue. It measures 46 x 873 cms. 

See also Pennsylvania Archives, First Series, X, 634. 


x10. In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Repre- 
sentatives of the / United Statés of America, / In General Congress 
assembled. / ... .. / [Philadelphia:] Printed by John Dunlap. 
(17 76]. F°. Broadside. 


A copy on vellum was found among the papers of David Rittenhouse, and is 
now in the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. It measures 55 x 41 
ems. It has been described by I. Minis Hays in the Proceedings of the American 
Philosophical Society, XXXIX, 72. 


111. In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration by the Repre- 
sentatives of the United States / of America, in General Congress 
assembled / .. . F°. Broadside. 


Printed in double column. A copy is in the Du Simitiére Collection, Library 
Company of Philadelphia. It measures 283 x 273 cms. See Hays, above. 


112. In / Congress, / July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the / 
Representatives / of the / United States of America, / In General 
Congress assembled. [With the order of the Council of Massachu- 
setts for its publication.] Salem, Massachusetts-Bay: Printed by E. 
Russell, By Order of Authority. [1776.] F°. Broadside. 


A copy is in the Essex Institute, Salem, Mass., and another in the New York 
Public Library, Emmet Collection, No. 1582. It measures 49} x 88 cms. 


113. In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Repre- 
sentatives of the / United States of America / In General Congress 
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Assembled. / America: Boston, Printed by John Gill, and Powars 

and Willis, in Queen-Street. [1776.] F°. Broadside. 

Two imprints have been found, one with and the other without the names 

of the printers. Copies are in the Massachusetts Historical Society. The one 

without the imprint measures 50 x 34 cms. That with the imprint measures 
444 x 28 cms. 


114. In / Congress, / July 4, 1776. / A / Declaration / by the Rep- 
resentatives / of the / United States of America, / In General Con- 
gress assembled. F°. Broadside. 

Printed in four columns. A copy isin the Essex Institute, Salem, Mass. It 
measures 42 x 344 cms. 


115. In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Repre- 
sentatives of the / United States of America, / In General Congress 
assembled. / ..... / Newport, June 13, 1776: Printed by S. 
Southwick. / F°. Broadside. 

‘This is the only copy I have ever seen of the Newport edition; and from the 
circumstances of its being printed, when the town was largely in the hands of 
the Tories, and within six months of the time that the British took possession of 
the town and drove out most of the inhabitants, it must necessarily be a very 
scarce broadside. I remember once when in conversation with your brother 
over this particular item, he remarked humourously that this Newport edition 
must have been the pattern for the original act, as according to the imprint it 
was printed three weeks before July 4. Itis, of course, explainable only through 
a printer’s error.”’ Clarence S. Brigham. 


116. In Congress, July 4, 1776. / A Declaration / By the Repre- 
sentatives of the / United States of America, / In General Congress 
Assembled./..... | Newport, Printed by S. Southwick. / 

F°. Broadside. 

“This is precisely the same as the previous edition except that it also contains 

the official action of the Rhode Island General Assembly at its July session upon 

the Declaration. This copy is signed in autograph by the Secretary of the 
Colony.” Clarence 8. Brigham. 


117. In Congress, July 4, 1776, / The Unanimous / Declaration / 
of the / Thirteen United States of America. / ... / Baltimore, in 
Maryland: Printed by Mary Katharine Goddard. / [1777.] 

F°. Broadside. 


This was published in accordance with a resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress of January 18,1777. A copy is in the Library of Congress, with signa- 
tures of John Hancock and Charles Thomson. It measures 53} x 42 cms. 

‘*T am therefore commanded by Congress,to transmit to you the enclosed copy 
of the act of Independence, with the list of the several members of Congress, 
subscribed thereto; and to request that you will cause the same to be put upon 


Bibliographical Notes 1123 


record, that it may henceforth form a part of the archives of your state and 
union, a lasting testimony of your approbation of that necessary and important 
measure.”” John Hancock to States, 31 January, 1776. 


July 5. 

Defense of New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

118. At a Conference of the Delegates in Congress for the States of 
New-York, New-Jersey and / Pennsylvania, of the Committee of Safety 
of Pennsylvania, the Committee of Inspection and / Observation for 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, and the Field Officers of the 
five Batta- / lions of the said City, &c.  'F°, Broadside. 


Contains resolution of Congress calling the conference, July 4, 1776; the reso- 
lutions agreed upon by the conferees, Thomas McKean, Chairman; and the 
resolution of Congress approving the results of the conference, July 5, 1776. 

A copy isin the Library of Congress, Letters to Washington, 89, folio206, It 
measures 33 x 20 cms. 


July 12. 
First draft of the Articles of Confederation. 


11g. Articles / of Confederation and Perpetual Union, / Between 
the Colonies of / 


‘New-Hampshire, The Counties of New-Castle, Kent 
Massachusetts-Bay, and Sussex on Delaware, 
Rhode-Island, Maryland, 
Connecticut, Virginia, 
New-York, North-Carolina, 
New-Jersey, South-Carolina, and 
Pennsylvania, Georgia. 
{Philadelphia: 1776. ] F°, pp. 8. 


Two copies of this issue are in the Library of Congress. One insthe Papers of 
the Continental Congress, No. 47, folio 21, is endorsed by Charles Thomson, ‘First 
draught of Articles of Confederation as brought in by Committee, June [July] 
12, 1776.””, It bears no other manuscript marks. The second copy is in the 
Jefferson Papers, and has, in his writing, the changes probably made in July or 
early in August, 1776, for they differ somewhat from the form in which the docu- 
ment was reported on August 20, 1776. See in this volume under date July 12, 
1776. The Jefferson copy measures 34 x 22 cms; that in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress has been slightly trimmed. 

The following document is in the Library of Congress: 

“We and each of us do swear that we will deliver all the copies of ‘the articles 
of confederation’ which we shall print together with the copy sheet to the Sec- 
retary of Congress and that we will not disclose either directly or indirectly the 
contents of the said confederation. 

Philadelphia July 18, 1776. . Joun Dunuap. 
Sworn to before me D. C. CLAYPOOLE. 
JoHN GrBson. 
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July 19. 
Resolve concerning volunteers. 
120. In Congress, July 19, 1776 [Philadelphia: “1T76). 4°. pp. (8). 


July 20. 
Plan of Treaties. 
1a1. There shall be a firm, inviolable, and universal peace, and a 
true and / sincere friendship between A. and B. and the subjects of 
A.andB. / ... ./ +. . . [Philadelphia: 1776]. F°. pp. 5. 
Two copies of this report are in the Library of Congress, in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 47, folios 151 and 161. Both have manuscript changes 
of text. They measure 31 x 21} cms. 


August 14. 
Address to Hessians. 
122. [ } 


See note under August 27 in Journals. 


August 20. 
Second Draft of the Articles of Confederation. 
123. Articles / of / Confederation and Perpetual Union, / Between 
the States of / . 


New-Hampshire, The Counties of New-Castle, Kent 
Massachusetts-Bay, and Sussex on Delaware, 
Rhode-Island, Maryland, 
Connecticut, Virginia, 

' New-York, North-Carolina, 
New-Jersey, South-Carolina, and 
Pennsylvania, = Georgia. 

[Philadelphia: 1776.] F°. pp. 6. 


Three copies of this issue are in the Library of Congress, in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 47, folios 29,69 and 111. The first copy has many manu- 
script changes in the writing of Charles Thomson and Henry Laurens, and is 
endorsed: ‘‘Articles of Confederation as amended ‘in a committee of the whole 
Congress, August 20, 1776, with the Amendments afterwards made in Congress’’ 
{i. e., in 1777]. The second copy also has changes of text in the writing of 
Charles Thomson, Henry Laurens and John Hancock (?), and is endorsed: ‘‘Arti- 
cles of Confederation belonging to the Secretary of Congress, corrected at the 
table.” The third copy has a smal! number of manuscript amendments, in the 
writing of Charles Thomson and John Hancock (?), and has no endorsement 
indicating its relation to the other copies. The copies are uniform in size, meas- 
uring 324 x 21 cma. 
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August 27. 
Address to Hessians. 
x24. [ ] 
See note under date in Journals. 
August 28. 
Resolve concerning gun powder. 

125. In Congress, / August 28, 1776. / Resolved, /.... By 

Order of Congress, &c. F°, Broadside. 
A copy is in the Library of Congress, and another in the Rhode Island His- 
torical Society. It measures 34} x 22 cma. 
September 16. 
Bounties &c. 

126. In Congress, / September 16, 1776. / [Organization of the 

army, bounties &c.] [Philadelphia: John Dunlap, 1776.] 
F°, Broadside. 
This was.sent to the States by John Hancock on September 24, 1776. 
A copy is in the New York Public Library, Emmet, 5583. 
September 20. 
Revised Articles of War. 

127. Rules / and / Articles / for the better / Government / of 
the / Troops / Raised, or to be raised and kept in pay by / and at 
the expence of the United / States of America, / Philadelphia: / 
Printed by John Dunlap, in Market-Street. / M,DCC,LXXVI. / 

8°. pp. 36. 

“ Resolved, That Mr. John Dunlap, Print 300 Copies of the Rules and Regula- 
lations for the Government of the Continental Army, for the use of the Associ- 
ators going in to the Continental service.’’ Minutes Council of Safety, 8 July, 

_ 1776. In Colonial Records of Pennsylvania, X, 638. 

This should apply to the Articles of War before revision, but no copy of such 
an issue has been traced. 

128. Rules and Articles for the better Government of the Troops 
raised, or to be raised, and kept in pay, by and at the Expence of the 
United States of America. In Congress, September 20, 1776. 
[Philadelphia? 1776 #] 12°, pp. 25. 


129. Rules / and / Articles / for the Better / Government / of 
the / Troops / Raised, or to be raised and kept in pay ‘ by and at 
the expence of the Uni- / ted States of / America. / Philadelphia, 
Printed: Fish-Kill, / Re-printed by S. Loudon. / M,DCC,LXXVL. / 


12°. pp. 81. 
A copy is in the New York Historical Society. 
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130. The / Rules / and / Articles / of / War, / For the Govern- 
ment / of the / Troops / of the / United States. / Extracted / from the / 
Journals of Congress / for the year 1776. / Baltimore: Printed by 
Philip Edwards. / MDCCXCIV. 8°, pp. 28. 


October 3. 
Resolve to borrow $5,000,000. 
133, In Congress, / October 3, 1776. ebiadelphas:) Printed by 
John Dunlap [1776]. F°. Broadside. 


Contains also the resolve of October 7, on publishing the resolutions. 
A copy is in the Rhode Island Historical Society. 


November 18. 
Continental Lottery. 
132. United States Lottery No. / Class the first. / This Ticket 
entitles the Bearer to receive / such Prize . . . . / [Philadelphia, 
1776). Broadside. 


A ticket of the third class, signed by G. Campbell, is in the Library of Con- 
gress. It measures 5 x 194 cms. 


November 24. 
Reinforcing Washington’s Army. 
133. In.Congress, / November 23, 1776. / [Philadelphia: 1776.] 
F°. Broadside. 
See Journals, under date. The broadside wae issued by the Council of Safety 
of Philadelphia. A copy is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 69, I, 
folio 265. It measures 334x 214 cms. 


December 10. 
Address to the people. 

134. The Representatives of the United States of / America, in 
Congress assembled, / To the People in General, and particularly to 
the Inhabitants / of eed. and the adjacent States. [Phila- 
delphia: 1776.] F°, Broadside. 


135. Die Reprdventanten der Vereinigten Staaten / bon America, im Congreg 
perfammelt, / Un das Volf Hoerhaupt, und an die Einwohner Pennfpylvaniens, / und 
ber angrengenden Staaten inSbefondere. / Gegeden gu Philadelphia, den 1Oten 
Deeember, 1776. / [Philadelphia: Henrich Miller. 1776.] 

F°, Broadside. 
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December 11. 
Resolution for a Fast. 
136. [Resolved that it be recommended to all the United States, as 
soon as possible, to appoint a day of solemn fasting and humiliation 
Baltimore: Printed by John Dunlap, [1776]. F°, Broadside. 


A copy is in the New York Public Library, Emmet, 2098. The compiler of 
the ‘“‘Calendar of the Emmet Collection” adds the following note: ‘‘The reso- 
lution was adopted on Dec. 11; the day following Congress adjourned to meet at 
Baltimore on the 20th. The fact that no Philadelphia edition of the broadside 
has been noted may perhaps be explained thereby, this Baltimore edition being 
the first, printed about the time of removal.’ 

‘(As it is of great Consequence to the people to be informed of the situation of 
Public affairs, and there is no Press now in the City capable of giving such intel- 
ligence; therefore ; 

‘Resolved, That Mr. Dunlap’s press and types be employed for that purpose, 
and as it is a time of more than usual Danger, this board will pay the value of 
them in case they should fall into the enemy’s hands,’’ Colonial Records. 


137. In Congress, / December 11 1776 / . ... ./ Hartford: 
Re-Printed by Ebenezer Watson. F°. Broadside, 


December 23. 
Accounting for militia money. 

138. In Congress. / December 23, 1776. / [Persons entrusted with 
money for the militia reinforcing the army are to transmit the receipts 
of the officers receiving the same to the paymaster general. ] 

Baltimore: Printed by John Dunlap, [1776]. 4°, Broadside. 

A copy is in the New York Public Library, Emmet, 5585. 


December 30. 
Non-exportation of certain articles. 
139. In Congress. / December 30, 1776. [Baltimore:] Printed by 
John Dunlap, [1776.] F°. Broadside. 


A copy is in the Library of Congress. It measures 824 x 20 cms. 


Extracts from Journal relative to marine affairs. 

140. Extract / from the / Journals of Congress, / relative to the / 
Capture and Condemnation of Prizes, / and the / Fitting out Priva- 
teers; / together with the / Rules and Regulations of the Navy, / And 
Instructions to the / Commanders of Private Ships of War. / Phila- 
delphia: / Printed by John Dunlap, / M,DCC,LXXVI. 

20719—voL. vi—06—-18 8°. pp. (2), 45. 
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141. Extract uit de Dag-Registers van het Noord-Amerikaansche 
Congres, Betrekklyk tot het neemen en verbeurdverklaaren van 
Scheeps-Ordonnantien en Schikkingen der Zee-Vlort, en de Pryzen en 
het intrusten van Kaapers; benevens de Instructien voor de Bevelheb- 
bers der Particuliere Oorlogschepen. Philadelphia. 1777. 

8°, pp. 48. 
journal. 
September, 1775, to April, 1776. 

142. Journal / of the / Proceedings of Congress /: Held at Phila- 
delphia, / From September 5, 1775, to April 30,1776. / Philadelphia: 
Printed: / London: Reprinted for J. Almon, opposite / Burlington- 
House, Piccadilly / M,DCC,LX XVIII. 8°. pp. 202, 


Journal. 
January to May, 1776. 

143. The / Journals / of the / Proceedings / of / Congress. / Held 
at Philadelphia, / from January to May, 1776. / Philadelphia: / 
Printed by R. Aitken, Bookseller, opposite the / London Coffee-house, 
Front-Street. / M,DCC,LXXVI. / g° 

“Collation: Title, 1 leaf; Journal for January, pp. 1-93; Title, 1 leaf; Journal 
for February, pp. 1-70; Title, 1 leaf; Journal for March, pp. 73-146; Journal for 
April, pp. 147-237. The second title is: The / Journals / of / Congress. / For 
February, 1776. / Philadelphia: / Printed and sold by R. Aitken, Front-Street. / 
M,DCO,LXXVI. 

‘This addition appears to have been issued in monthly parts. Aitken says of 
it, ‘I was ordered [in April 1776] to print no more in this large type, and to 
begin a new edition beginning the session of Congress, which rendered the sale 
of the above abortive, meantime, I sold 80 copies. I also sold 14 reams of this 
edition to Benjamin Flower, for the use of the army for cartridges at 30s per 
ream.’’? Hildeburn. ‘ 

The Pennsylvania Gazette, 9 October, 1776, contains an advertisement of the 
issue of this volume “‘ this Day,” ‘‘ containing nearly 240 Pages, large Octavo, 
in blue Boards, Price One Dollar.” 

A copy is in the Pennsylvania Historical Society. The Connecticut Historica) 
Society has William Williams’s copy. 

Journal. 1776. 

144. Journals / of / Congress. / Containing the / Proceedings / 
In the Year, 1776. / Published by Order of Congress. / Volume II. / 
Philadelphia: / Printed and Sold by R. Aitken, Bookseller, Front- 
Street. / M,DCC,LXXVIL. 8°. pp. [2], 513, [22] 

See Journals, September 26, 1776, ante. 

145. Journals / of / Congress. / Containing / the / Proceedings / 
From January 1, 1776, to January 1, 1777. / Published by order of 
Congress. / Volume II. / York-Town: [Pennsylvania] / Printed by 
John Dunlap. / M,DCC,LXXVII. 8°, pp. (2), 520, XXVII. 
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1063; main army, 155, 969; Canada, 
463; militia, 1036, 1127; northern army, 
598, 612, 660, 670, 923; public, 156, 170, 
248, 341; rifle battalions, 474; Schuy- 
ler’s, 39; Virginia, 761, 930. 

Adams, John, a delegate from the Massa- 
chusetts Bay. Credentials, 122; attack 
on, 125n; on ports, 159n; encouraging 
arts, 224, 1072; on peace commission- 
ers, 328n; on enlistments, 360n; on in- 
dependence, 605; on confederation, 
616n; on Hessians, 655n. Committees: 
Washington's letters, 123, 172, 307, 352, 
672, 830; New Jersey, 180; Schuyler, 
147; Canada instructions, 159; Indian 
trade, 182; Wrixon, 219; fortifying ports, 
233; Washington medal, 234; coins, 
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ment, 342; Jacobs, 347; letters, 359; 
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academy, 888. eports, 378, 425, 459, 
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Adams, William, 467. 
Address to Canada, 1117; to colonies, 87, 


134, 400, 402n, 1014, 1018, 1126. 


Adjournment of Congress, rules, 468, 628; 


to Baltimore, 1015; denied, 1023, 1031; 
done, 1027. 


Adjutants, pay and rank, 787; general de- 


partment, 401. 


Agents to foreign countries, 779, 782, 813; 


navy, 929, 933, 946, 958; prize, 289, 300. 


Agnew, Peter, 445. 

Agriculture, societies of, 224, 1072, 

Aid to enemy, 417. 

Aids-de-camp, rank, 34, 155, 418; horses, 


201; pay, 311; brigadier-general, 505; 
Washington, 613. 


Aitken, Robert, 822, 829, 1030. 
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Alfred, 542, 649, 861. 

Algeo, , captain, 642. 

Alexander, Charles, 293, 423, 711, 861, 
995. . 

Alexander, John, 228, 

Alexander, Robert,.a delegate from Mary- 
land. Credentials, 574. Committees: 
Stirling’s letter, 55; secret committee, 
59; address to colonies, 87; Keppele and 
Steinmetz, 96; military departments, 
188; Easton, 275; marine, 275; Phila- 
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nia. Commitices: Cannon, 55; to New 
York, 92n, 94; allowance for troops, 93; 
journals, 224; Dugan, 284. Mentioned, 
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Allen, Ethan, 22, 261, 445, 599. 

Allen, Herman, 328, 339, 385, 405n, 406, 
416, 428, 

Allen, Jane, 292. 

Allen, John, 518, 761. 

Allen, Levi, 598. 

Allen, Samuel, 265. 

Allen, William, lieutenant-colonel, 30, 32, 
50n,; 206, 604, 615. 

Allen, William, 898. 

Allen, —, 909. 

Alliances, foreign, 425. 

Allibone, William, 668. 

Allice, —, 228. 

Allison, Benjamin, 438,688. 

Allison, P., 1084. 
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265, 304, 328, 482n. 

Alster, Conrad, 649, 892. - 
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Anderson, Ephraim, 531, 598, 630. 
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Arden, Charles, 27. 
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Armitage, Benjamin, 482. 
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781, 784; lists, 434; maintenance, 1043: 
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157, 183, 191, 420, 459, 477, 503, 8265, 
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781. 
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Articles of confederation. See Confedera- 
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Ballentine, Patrick, 695. 

Ballots for committee, 164n. 
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Bankson, Jacob, 710. 
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Barnes, John, 379. 
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Barry, John, 213, 288, 270, 423, 663, 861, 
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Bellew, , captain, 416. 
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Berks county, Pa., 68, 175, 404, 603. 
Bermudas, exports to, 417, 421, 423, 626. 
Bernard, John, 463, 620, 852. 

Bernard, » major, 35. 

Berry, , captain, 433. 

Bessonet, , 968, 985. 

Betsey, sloop, 706, 981, 964. 

Betsey and Ann, sloop, 417. 

Bevier, Philip D. B., 481. 

Bicker, Henry, 30n, 31, 50n, 485. 

Bicking, Frederick, 189, 351, 756. 

Biddle, Aaron, 388. 

Biddle, Clement, 72, 168, 265, 527, 681, 
540, 558, 656, 663, 665, 666, 697, 742, 
748, 963, 978. 

Biddle, James, 948. 

Biddle, Nicholas, 428, 635, 861, 995, 999, 
1009, 1026. 

Biddle, Owen, 868n, 968. 

Bigelow, Timothy, major, 695. 

Big-knife, 669. 

Billeting money, 39. 

Billingsport, defenses, 443, 490. 

Bills of credit, counterfeiting, 49, 321, 
426, 476, 849; currency and deprecia- 
tion, 727, 1007, 1008, 1046; emissions 
(4,000,000), 157, 164; (5,000,000), 339, 
374, 380; (5,000,000), 599, 651; (5,000,- 
000), 918, 1047; (total), 974n; legal 
tender, 426; paper, 35; printing, 189, 
697; ragged and torn, 32; signing, 30, 
194, 484, 502. 

Bills of exchange, prisoners, 52. 

Bird, Mark, 119, 355, 695, 860. 

Blackburn, Ephraim, captain, 759. 

Blackburn, John, 1005. 

Blacksmiths, 177, 720. 

Blackwell, John, 864. 

Blackwell, Joseph, 864. 

Blagden, Samuel, 563, 650. 

Blaine, Ephraim, 221, 226, 296, 365, 367, 
369, 318, 411, 589, 637, 885, 902, 952. 

Blair, , 712. 

Blaney, Aaron, 386. 

Blankets, 129, 296, 750, 821, 983. 

Blewer, Joseph, 210, 211, 213. 

Blue Mountain Valley, 100, 106, 174, 214, 
227, 
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Board of War. See War, Board of. 

Boards, executive, 1041. 

Boats, advice to south, 717, 719; on Dela- 
ware, 1000. 

Bogar (Boyer, Bogart), Richard, lieu- 
tenant, 416, 822, 977. 

Bogart, John, 697. 

Bois, Pierre Frangois de, 836, 852, 857. 

Bond, Phineas, 194, 482. 

Bonds, privateers, 252; trade, 258. 

Bonfield, Adam, 916. 

Bonfield, John, 781. 

Bonner (Bunner), Jacob, 826. 

Bonvouloir, Achard, 6. 

Bonvoulour, 986. 

Borden, Joseph, 898. 

Boston, evacuation medal, 234; cannon, 
327, 380, 334; vessels, 320; British, 343. 

Boston, 423, 444,861. 

Bouderot, Bazil, 692. 

Boundaries, under confederation, 549, 680, 
1082. 

Bounty for Canada service, 110; enlist- 
ments, 483, 565, 620, 722, 874, 1043, 
1125; money for, 870; by Maryland, 
912; for making muskets, 478; salt, 398. 

Bourignon, Francis, 716. 

Bouvé, Elizbeth, 903. 

Bowden, Lawrence, 939. 

Bowdoin, James, 848, 960. 

Bower, Jacob, 590, 825. 

Bowley, Daniel, 1046. 

Boxe, David, 729. 

Boyd, John, 596, 1033, 1036, 1046. 

Boyd, Matthew, captain, 639. 

Boyd, Robert, 298. 

Boyer, Jacob, 1010. 

Boyer, Peter, 590, 825. 

Royer, Richard. See Bogar. 

Brackett, Joshua, 870. 

Bradford, John, 301. 

Bradford, William, 603, 987. 

Bradford, W. and T., 829. 

Bradiey, Stephen Rowe, 477, 484. 

Brady, Christopher, 741. 

Brady, Samuel, 571, 736. 

Brady, William, 334, 741, 907. 

Brannan, Benjamin, 194. 
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Brasher, Abraham E., 31n, 162, 169, 251. 

Brass, 153. 

Braxton, Carter, a delegate from Virginia. 
Credentials, 167. Committees: powder, 
171; New Hampshire, 179; Easton, 275; 
British captures, 284; Warren, 291; 
West Augusta, 298; counterfeit bills, 
$21; letters, 331; Francis, 415; expresses, 
419; finance, 423; Cedars’ cartel, 446; 
cartel, 580. Debates, 1077. Mentioned, 
922. 

Brazier, Alice, 903. 

Brecht, Michael, 597. 

Brenesy, Martin, 877. 

Brice, Arthur Hill, 263, 309, 887. 

Brice, John, 76. 

Bridge, Ebenezer, colonel, 291. 

Bridgetown, N. J., 343. 

Brigade majors, 243. 

Brigadiers general, 45, 181, 209, 356, 359. 

Brisben, James, 635. 

Bristol, Pa., theft of despatches, 907, 914, 
930, 968; prisoners, 915, 1002. 

Broadhead, Daniel, 24n, 30n. 

Broadhead, Garret, 282. 

Brookfield, Mass., magazine, 1044. 

Brooks, David, 28, 114. 

Brothers(?}, Henry, 785. 

Brown, Daniel, 387. 

Brown, David, 737. 

Brown, Hubbard, 110. 

Brown, Jacob, captain, 82, 392, 408, 756. 

Brown, John, major and colonel, 261, 313, 
485, 615, 618, 619, 626, 928, 942, 1040. 

Brown, John, lieutenant, 444. 

Brown, Josiah, 386. 

Brown, Peregrine, 478. 

Brown, William, 386, 642, 808. 

Brown, , 878. 

Browne, James, 850. 

Brownson, Gideon, 518, 751, 758. 

Brownson, Nathan, a delegate from Geor- 
gia. Credentials, 1028. 

Bruce, John, 265, 465. 

Brunner, Peter, 204. 

Brunswick, Duke of, 369. 

Brunswick, N. J., powder, 163. 

Brush, Crean, 871. 
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Brush, Samuel, 764. 

Bruyn, Jacobus &., lieutenant-colonel, 481. 

Bryant, Mary, 222. 

Buchanan, William, 1046. 

Buck, Asahel, 701. 

Buckner, Mordecai, colonel, 132, 908. 

Budden, Jumes, 611, 698, 935, 941. 

Budden, William, captain, 340, 357, 398, 
460n. 

Bull, John, colonel, 39, 45, 54, 62, 70, 72, 
78, 117, 130, 292. 

Bullitt, Thomas, lieuntenant-colonel, 157, 
317, 364. 

Bulloch, Archibald, a delegate from Geor- 
gia. Credentials, 367. 

Bullock, Joseph, 194. 

Buncombe, Edward, colonel, 332. 

Bunner, George, 663. 

Bunner, Jacob, 526. 

Bunner, Peter, 294n. 

Burbeck, William, lieutenant-colonel, 345, 
361, 392. 

Burgoyne, John, 539, 633. 

Burk, William, 873. 

Burkhard, Daniel, 526, 825. 

Burlington, N. J., 256, 376, 673. 

Burr, Ephraim, 824. 

Burr, Thaddeus, 292. 

Burrell, Joseph, 697. 

. Burwell, Nathaniel, captain, 995. 

Bushong, Jacob, 877. 

Business, unfinished, 61. 

Butler, John, 308. 

Butler, Richard, 41, 303, 359, 596. 

Butler, Thomas, 220. 

Butler, William, major, 746. 

Butler, Zebulon, 706, 750, 914. 

Butterfield, Isaac, major, 455, 457, 534, 
617, 990. 

Byers, John, 948. 


Cabell, William, 167. 
Cable, Abraham, 904. 
Cabot, 291, 649, 861. 
Cadwalader, Lambert, colonel, 24n, 30, 
_ 64n, 907, 988, 998. 
Cadwalader, Thomas, 101, 104, 112, 310, 
350. « 
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Cady, Jeremiah, 927. 

Caldwell, William, 651. 

Caldwell and Mease, 656, 673, 712. 

Caldwell, » 844, 

Cambridge, Mass., commissary depart- 
ment, 386, 387. 

Cameron, Allan, lieutenant, 31, 34, 212, 
242, 246, 2617310, 311, 319, 408. 

Camp, committee to, 847, 857, 973. 

Camp, flying, 400, 401, 412, 413, 508, 509, 
525. 


Campaign, military operations, 729, 

Campbell, Archibald, 255. 

Campbell, Donald, colonel, 83, 667, 882. 

Campbell, Duncan, colonel, 74, 79, 208, 
261, 264, 642, 1021. 

Campbell, George, 194, 844. 

Campbell, Sarah, 656. 

Campbell, William, Lord, 68n. 

Campbell, Simon and, 652. 

Campbell, , lieutenant-colonel, 506. 

Campbell, » Major, 818. 

Canada, affairs in, 148, 376, 665; army to 
be mustered, 177; commissioners to, 
151; instructions, 159, 192, 197, 198, 213, 
215, 233,377; money, 238, 415; letters 
from, 298, 358, 362, 374, 420, 428, 435; 
report, 436; under confederation, 554, 
688; debts, 463; defense of, 39,71; im- 
portance, 388; address or letter to, 79, 
85, 168, 301, 1117; medicines, 453; im- 
prisoned militia, 191; miscarriages in, 
474, 524, 580, 592, 617, 623, 629, 633, 644, 
741, 852; general officers, 401, 414, 448; 
commissary, 449, 451; unemployed, 
465, 609; conduct of, 472; Nelson’s com- 
pany, 102; powder, 152; release of pris- 
oners, 865; provisioning army, 192, 221, 
236, 240, 257, 284; independent com- 
panies, 233; rangers, 223, 239; riflemen, 
284; road, 342; specie, 73, 76, 113, 155, 
156, 191, 229, 397; troops for, 40, 45, 70, 
71, 75, 99, 301, 399. 

Canadians, exchange of, 1009; petition, 
604; regiment of, 157; return of, 716, 
723, 895. 


Canceau, 179. 
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Cannon, committee, 55, 590, 1089, 1064; 
reports, 154, 162; instructions, 453; 
money, 781, 935, 1010; captured, 982; 
casting contract, 424, 593, 599, 693, 695; 
Salisbury furnace, 807; proving, 355, 
437, 860, 865; Boston, 327, 330, 334; 
Canada, 451; New London, 327, 486, 
595; New Providence, 375; Philadel- 
phia, 333, 406, 445; Ticonderoga, 84, 
376, 988, 989; Virginia, 943. 

Cape Ann, fortification, 476. 

Cape Breton, 1056. 

Cape Fear river, fortification, 908. 

Cape Frangois, letter, 647. 

Cape May, 284, 291, 344, 452, 697. 

Captures, British aided, 284; resolutions, 
986. 

Carbolais, Simon, 902. 

Carleton, Guy, 88, 216, 255, 261, 458, 695, 
848, 951, 1038. 

Carlisle, Pa., 696, 732, 1033, 1044. 

Carpenters, 147, 363, 466, 937, 1051. 

Carrington, Edward, lieutenant-colonel, 
167, 995. 

Carroll, Charles, of Carrollton, a delegate 
from Maryland. Credentials, 574, 962. 
Committees: Intercepted letters, 575; 
board of war, 575. Commissioner to 
Canada, 152, 219, 415, 431, 557. Men- 
tioned, 748. 

Carroll, John, 152, 557. 

Carson, Joseph, 359. 

Carson, Moses, captain, 759. 

Carson, Richard, 759. 

Carson, Samuel, 998. 

Cartel for exchange, 530, 594, 598. 

Carter, John, 612. , 

Carter, , 167. 

Carver, Caspar, 743. 

Cary, Richard, 922. 

Casedorp, , captain, 898, 937. 

Catherine, brig, 482, 484. 

Cavalry, committee, 992; regiment, 1025. 

Cayashuta, 95, 621. 

Cazneau, Isaac, 290. 

Cedars, cartel of, 446, 454, 468, 475, 534, 
601. 

Census of population, 156. 
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Certificates of purchases, 451. 


 Chambault, de, 744. 


Chambers, James, lieutenant-colonel, 16, 
188, 221. 

Chambers, Rowland, 564. 

Chambers, William, 1016. 

Chambly, 376. 

Chamier, Mrs., 1003. 

Champeney, Jonathan, 824. 

Champeney, Joseph, 729. 

Champigny, de, 1039. ‘ 

Champlain, boats on, 990, 1048. 

Champlin, Christopher, 502. 

Chance, sloop, 250, 958. 

Chaplains, army, 61, 522, 789; to Con- 
gress, 530, 1038, 1034. 

Chapman, James, 667. 

Chapman, John, 129. 

Charleston, 8. C., 688. 

Charming Peggy, 884. 

Chase, Robert, captain, 78, 88, 89, 91, 101, 
351, 389, 903. 

Chase, Samuel, a delegate from Maryland. 

Credentials, 574,962. Committees: Stir- 
ling’s letter, 115; Washington’s letter, 
128; Schuyler, 147; Canada, 152, 219; 
Northumberland-Pittsburg, 162; trade 
permits, 173; Wrixon, 219; marine, 
275; Vidal, 572; cannon, 590; New 
York, 808; northern army, 812; Betsey, 
964; reinforcements, 975; Vulcan, 986; 
captures, 986; Sullivan, 990. 
154, 488. Letters, 946n, 974n, 978. On 
confederation, 622n, 748. Debates, 1076, 
1078, 1079, 1082, 1099, 1102. Mentioned, 
5bn, 125n, 127, 160, 163, 175n, 415, 431, 
566, 637. 

Checkley, Samuel, 263. 

Cheeseman, Jacob, captain, 83, 601. 

Cheesman, Thomas, 722. 

Cheney, Richard, 482, 629, 717, 755. 

Cherokees, hostile, 616. 

Cheshire’s, 450. 

Chester, Pa., 129. 

Chevalier, John, 390. 

Chevalier, Peter, 390, 820. 

Chew, William, 287. 

Chilton, John, captain, 864. 
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Chipman, John, 761. 

Christian, William, colonel, 182, 211, 649. 

Christiana bridge, 999. 

Christman, Paul, 826, 934. 

Christopher, Nicholas, 251. 

Church, Benjamin, 61, 65, 350, 352. 

Church, Edward, 350, 352. 

Church, Samuel, 350, 352. 

Cist and Styner, 829, 996. 

Claiborne, Buller, captain, 995. 

Claims, committee on, 23, 65, 182, 244, 
1063; discharged, 620. 

Clapham, Jonas, colonel, 745. 

Clark, Abraham, a delegate from New Jer- 
sey. Credentials, 489, 1002. Commit- 
tees: Canada, 524; flying camp, 614; 
prisoners, N. J., 1014; foreign aid, 1039. 
Debates, 1079. 

Clark, John, major, 1006. 

Clark, , captain, 649. 

Clark, , lieutenant, 862. 

Clarke, Michael, 471. 

Clarke, Thomas, lieutenant-colonel, 332. 

Clarkson, Matthew, 194, 668. 

Clay, Slator, 1000. . 

Clayton, William, 663, 722, 756, 888, 922. 

Cleveland, Ebinezer, 824. : 

Clinton, George, a delegate from New York. 
Committees: Cannon, 272; Warren, 291; 
Canada, 474. . Mentioned, 472n, 482n. 

Clinton, Sir Henry, 112, 127, 151. 

Clinton, James, brigadier-general, 641. 

Clofflin, Samuel, 824. 

Cloth, duck and sail, 224. 

Clothier, general, 1048. 

Clothing, committee, 864, 1064; commis- 
sary, 858, 881; for army, 453, 466, 810, 
823, 880, 896, 997; monopolizing, 915. 

Clowes, Samuel, 28, 114. 

Cluggage, Robert, captain, 118, 221, 242, 
805, 656, 903. 

Clymer, Daniel, 194. 

Clymer, George, a delegate from Pennsyl- 
vania. Credentials, 596. Treasurer, 
634. Committees: Board of treasury, 
603; Ticonderoga, 828; reinforcements, 
975; northern army, 985; executive, 
1082. Mentioned, 920, 957. 
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Coal, sale of captured, 227. 

Coates, John, 481, 656. 

Coates, William, 194. 

Coburne, John, 522. 

Cochran, Robert, major, 67, 615, 942. 
Cochran, Stephen, 759. 


| Coffin, Sylvanus, 17. 


Coins, value of gold and silver, 293, 381, 
608, 724. 

Cokey, John, 1046. 

Colden, Miss, 896. 

Cole, , 229, 

Colefax, Kobert, 919. 

Colerus, Christian de, major, 784, 809. 

Colhoun, James, 1046. 

Collier, » 80n. 

Collins, S., 866. 

Colonel Parry, privateer, 839. 

Colonies, state of, 48; address to, 134; 
institute governments, 342, 351, 357. 

Columbus, 407, 542, 861, 939. 

Commerce, societies of, 224, 1072; treaties 
with Europe, 1057. 

Commissary-general, 401; northern de- 
partment, 527; weekly returns, 627; 
deputies, 891. 

Commissary of clothing, 858; of prison- 
oners, 361, 850, 1043; of stores, 868, 
Commissioners from Great Britain, 222n, 
328, 368; to France, 827; instructions, 
827, 833, 884; Indian, northern depart- 

ment, 155. ° 

Commissions, 74; dates of, 864. 

Committee at Philadelphia, 1032. 

Committees of Congress, 76n; standing, 
1061; Saturdays set apart, 468. 

Comstock, Adam, lieutenant-colonel, 742. 

Conductors for commissary of stores, 859. 

Condy, Benjamin, 892. 

Confederation, articles of, plan of, 425; 
committee, 431, 433, 491; draft reported, 
546; printed, 555, 674, 689, 1123, 1124; 
considered, 600, 604, 608, 609, 611, 612, 
615, 616, 621, 624, 628, 635, 636, 639; 
debates, 1076, 1098; Franklin on, 554n. 
Contents: I, Police internal, 547, 675; 
foreign relations, 547, 675; rights of 
colonies reserved, 547, 676; imposts and 
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duties, 547, 676; army and militia, 548, 
582, 677; quotas of expenses, 548, 677; 
war, restrictions, 549, 679; Indian rela- 
tions, 549, 679; boundaries, 549, 680; 
Congress, constitution of, 549, 680; vote 
in Congress, 550, 681; powers of, 550, 
681; restrictions on, 552, 685; journals, 
552, 686; council of state, 553, 686; 
Canada, 554, 688; how approved, 554, 
689. 

Conference, committee of, 383, 387, 391, 
394, 399, 406, 407, 410, 480. 

Confiscation of British goods, 572, 591, 
605. 

Congress, of 1774, 138; rule of adjourn- 
ment, 628; adjournment to Baltimore, 
1015, 1023, 1027, 1031; chaplains, 1033, 
1034; under confederation, 549, 680; 
members as Indian commissioners, 97; 
limitation on office holding, 125n; rep- 
resentation, 837; rules of debate, 468, 
532, 1010; secretary’s clerk, 556; threat- 
ened, 528n; wagons for, 901. 

Congress, sloop, 250, 428, 861, 958. 

Conklin, Nathaniel, 481. 

Connecticut, credentials of delegates, 57; 
battalions, 40, 71, 360, 380, 447, 1021; 
commissions, 317; dispute with Penn- 
sylvania, 283, 698; light horse, 564; loan 
office, 928; militia for New York, 207, 
272, 400, 412; for north, 399, 410, 447, 
479; money, 188,272; powder, 310; regi- 
ment for Canada, 99; troops for Ticon- 
deroga, 1038. 

Connolly, John, 29, 31, 34, 65, 120, 155, 
239, 242, 246, 261, 266, 350, 408, 931, 990, 
1025. 

Connolly, Michael, 41, 152, 162. 

Connolly, Susannah, 350, 366, 429, 525, 
545, 748n. 

Connor, Morgan, 192. 


Contraband, treatment of, 581; defined, 


585, 775. 

Conyers, Samuel, 345. 

Cook, Thomas, 759. 

Cooke, Nicholas, 282, 322, 354, 519, 601, 
621, 897, 950, 1040. 
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Cooke, William, colonel, 976. 

Coombe, Thomas, 194. 

Cooper, Samuel, lieutenant, 84. 

Cooper, Isaac, 610, 642. 

Cooper, John, a delegate from New Jersey. 
Credentials, 161. 

Cooper, Samuel, 469. 

Copper at New London, 694; for artillery, 
999. 

Coquataginta (Captain White Eyes), 208, 
243, 267, 268, 269, 273. ' 

Corbett, Thomas, 905. 

Cornell, Thomas, 28. 

Corren, Isaac, 1007. 

Correspondence committee, money, 93. 

Corse, John, 308. 

Cotton, 224, 1072 [wool?]. 

Council of State, under confederation, 
553, 686. 

Counterfeiting bills of credit, 49, 321, 426, 
476, 849; lottery tickets, 986. 

Courtlandt, Philip, lieutenant-colonel, 
190. 

Courtney, Hercules, 1040. 

Courts-martial, resigning officers, 472; 
offenses for, 797; constitution of, 800; 


records, 806. 
Cow Neck, N. Y., 28. 
Cowden, , captain, 717. 


Cowell, David, 326. 

Cowperthwaite, Joseph, 42. 

Cox, Isaac, 958. 

Cox, John, 540, 977. 

Coxe, Tench, 936. 

Coxe, William, 700. 

Coxe and Furman, 117, 541, 893. 

Craig, Thomas, lieutenant-colonel, 120, 
379, 746. 

Cramer (Cremer), Jacob, 590, 826. 

Crane, Stephen, a delegate from New Jersey. 
Committee: On Heard, 118. 

Crawford, John, 759. 

Crawford, John, captain, 518. - 

Crawford, Valentine, 668, 868, 934. 

Crawford, William, 132, 863. 

Creeks, 670. 

Cremer, Jacob, 590, 826. 
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Cresap, Daniel, 590. 

Cresap, Michael, Captain, 48, 160, 242, 
292. 

Cromwell, Richard, 1046. 


Cronstedt, , 904. 
Crosby, Aaron, 984. 
Crowlle, , 639. 


Crown Point, 77, 84, 96, 260, 451. 
Cruises in English channel, 846. 
Crummet, Jacob, 826. 

Cumberland county, Pa., 29, 280, 575, 
603, 622. 

Cunningham, Robert, 824. 

Currie, Ross, 1012. 

Currie, William, 323, 996. 

Curtis Israel, major, 615. 

Cushing, Thomas, a delegate from the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay. Leave of absence, 23. 
Mentioned, 107, 341, 906, 921, 984. 

Curtis, Edmund, 197, 210, 211, 213. 


Dade, Robert, 864. 

Dallam, Richard, 571, 620, 715, 740, 780, 
879, 889, 934, 937, 940, 949, 951, 969, 
975, 978, 981, 1024, 1042. 

Dalton, Peter Roe, 386. : 

Dandridge, Spotswood, captain, 995. 

Danielson, Timothy, 936, 940, 944. 

Dantermond, 149n. 

Dartmouth college, 267, 787. 

Dashwood, Francis, 841, 933. 

Dashwood, Samuel, 370. 

Davenport, Joseph, captain, 228. 

Davidson, James, 403. 

Davidson, William, major, 332. 

Davies, William, 783, 849, 876. 

Davis, Benjamin, captain, 32. 

Davis, James, 649. 

Davis, John, 304, 655. 

Davis, Richard, 540. 

Davis, Robert, 386. 

Davis, Seth, 345. 

Davis, Thomas, 174. 

Davis, William, major, 332. 

Dawson, Levi, major, 332, 839, 842. 

Dawson, Samuel, 565. 

Day of fasting, 201, 208, 1014, 1022. 

Daymon, Francis, 7,168. 
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Dayton, Elias, colonel, 123, 129, 150, 212, 
220, 701. 

Dayton, Jonathan, 701. 

Dealing, ———, 118. 

Dean, , 30n. 

Deane, Benjamin, 478. 

Deane, James, 184, 309. 

Deane, Joseph, 427, 956. 

Deane, Silas, a delegate from Connecticut. 
Committees: Canada battalion, 40; 
claims, 66. Mentioned, 78, 210n, 336. 
Commissioner to France, 827, 884, 1030, 
1035. 

Deane, William, 518, 761. 

Dearborn, Henry, captain, 665. 

Debate, rules of, 572, 1010. 

Debtors and soldiers, 17, 96, 103. 

Decatur, Stephen, 193. 

Decker, Moses, 101, 102. 

Declaration on armed vessels, 214, 225, 
227, 229. 


Declaration of Independence. 
pendence. 


Deering, Henry, 892. 

Deer skins, 712. 

De Haas, John Philip, colonel, 78, 876. 

De Hart, Cyrus, 246. 

De Hart, William, 227. 

Delaplace, William, 334, 354. 

De Launay, captain, 438. 

Delaware, credentials of delegates, 1000; 
battalions, 69, 80, 631, 640; convention, 
808; militia, 400, 413, 1015; money, 130, 
226, 325, 440, 644; muster, 132; powder, 
349, 436. 

Delaware, Indians, 267, 301, 1011. 

Delaware river, defense, 436, 443, 951. 

Delaware, frigate, 423, 711, 861. 

Delucena, Samuel, 396. 

Demauraux [Du Masseaux?], lieutenant, 
755. 

Denet, Thomas, 983. 

Dennet, Mark, 423. 

Denning, William, 593. 

Dennis, Isaac, 918. 

Dennis, John, 745. 

Denny, Samuel, captain, 995. 


See Inde- 
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Department, middle, 183, 157,174; south- 
ern, 133, 157, 174, 194, 235. 

Depreciation, bills of credit, 49. 

Deputy commissary-general, petition, 710. 

Derby, Richard, 1060. 

Deschambault, 241, 394, 395, 866, 985. 

Deserters, 792, 831, 933. 

Despatches, stolen, 907, 914, 930, 968. 

Detroit, reduction of, 268, 301, 318, 324, 
373, 395. 

Devourouy, 809, 825. 

Dewees, Thomas, 72, 242, 610. 

De Witt, Isaac, 481. 

Dewson, Henry, 50. 

Diamond, John, 646. 

Dick, Archibald, 80. 

Dick, John, 824. 

Dickinson, John, a delegate from Delaware. 
Credentials, 1000. Committees: Address 
to colonies, 87; Washington’s letter, 
328; confederation, 433, 546; treaties, 
438, Debates, 1087. 

Dickinson, Philemon, colonel, 183, 647, 
903. 

Dicthery, Peter, 723. 

Digges, , 167, 

Dirks, Jacob Gerhard, captain, 857. 

Disability, discharge for, 836, 

Disaffected, proceedings against, 464. 

Discharge, manner of, 103. 

Disciplinarian, New York army, 859. 

Doble, Joseph, 423. 

Docaieor, 341. 

Dod, Timothy, 907, 915, 1026. 

Dod, William, 1004. 

Dodge, Henry, 481, 

Dollar, Spanish-milled, 382, 725. 

Dolphin, sloop, 130. 


Donaldson, Joseph, 359, 378, 483,865, 906. 


Donnellan, Thomas, 1046. 

Dorre, Marie Fidel, 614, 785, 890. 
Dorsey, Richard, 764. 

Dougherty, Bernard, 904. 

Dougherty, John, 824. 

Douglas, George, 194, 

Douglass, Ephraim, 753. 

Douglass, John, captain, 748, 831, 998. 
Douglass, William, 111, 237, 322. 


1139 


Douw, Volkert P., 50, 96. 

Dover, Del., 917. 

Dowdle, , captain, 378. 

Doyle, John, captain, 540, 564, 571, 736, 
834, 998. 

Dragon, sloop, 958. 

Draper, John, 899, 460n. 

Drayton, William Henry, 274. 

Drinkhouse, Adam, 744. 

Droit, d’ Aubaine, 580, 771. 

Druit, John, 892. 

Druggist, 673. 

Drummond, Lord, 178, 180, 185, 606n, 
710, 767n. 

Drummond, Walter, 350. 

Duane, James, a delegate from New York. 
Committees: State of colonies, 61; ad- 
dress to colonies, 87; Indian affairs, 95; 
journals, 117; subsistence N. Y. troops, 
133; treasury, 156; trade permits, 173; 
ways and means, 200; war office, 215; 
Hewes, 278; Easton, 275; coins, 204; 
Philadelphia, 303; eastern department, 
811; North Carolina, 315; counterfeit 
bills, 321; money (1776), 330; letters, 
381; Hopkins, 337; Indians, 359; Can- 
ada, 363. Reports, 387, 408, 435. De- 
bates, 1074. Mentioned, 51, 95, 167n, 
877n, 382n. 

Du Bois, 906. 

Dubois, David, 481. 

Dubois, Henry, 481. 

Dubois, Lewis, major, 440, 471, 479, 481, 
602, 625. 

Du Calvet, Pierre, 646, 748. 

Duché, Jacob, 530, 886, 887, 911. 

Duchemin, Daniel, 247, ar 

Duchené, 755. 

Duclos, Alexander, 646. 

Duclos, Francis, 852. 

Dueling prohibited, 793. 

Dufee, , colonel, 217. 

Dugan, , 174. 

Dugan, Jeremiah, colonel, 234, 238, 239, 
642, 658, 672, 978. 

Dagar, 174n. 

Duguid, John, 438. 

Dulany, Sharp, 968 
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Dulbunt, , 265. 

Du Masseaux, 297. See Demauraux. 

Dumond, Egbert, 16. 

Du Montesson, 297. 

Dunahoo, Thomas, 906. 

Dunbar, , major, 642. 

Duncan, David, 194. 

Dundas, Thomas, 544, 631. 

Dundee, Peter, captain, 471, 596. 

Dunham, Azariah, 118, 181n, 944, 952. 

Dunham, Lewis F., 165. 

Dunlap, John, 900, 956, 991, 1030. 

Dunlap, , 904, 

Dunlop, James, major, 47. 

Dunmore, Lord, 574, 592. 

Dunn, John, 300. 

Du Pres, St. George, major, 218, 

Durant, Thomas, 386, 

Durkee, John, colonel, 644, 667, 843. 

Durkee, Robert, 701. 

Durry, John, 346. 

Du Simitiére, Pierre Eugéne, 234n, 690n, 
991. 

Duties (import) under 
547, 676. 

Duvall, G., 504, 574, 962. 

Du Vidal, Jean Baptiste, 646. 

Dyer, Eliphalet, a delegate from Connecti- 
cut. Committees: Conduct of prisioners, 
42; recruiting, 49, 58; N. Y. letter, 53; 
qualifications, 61. Mentioned, 272. 

Dyer, Thomas, 667. 


confederation, 


Eastern department, state of, 311, 344, 347. 
Easton, James, colonel, 44, 275, 312, 317, 
338, 489, 618, 619, 623, 624, 626, 889. 

Easton, Pa., 540. 

Ebert, John, 826. 

Eccle, Adam, 948. ° 
Eden, Robert, 285, 
Eden, William, 574, 592. 
Eddy, ———, 314. ; 
Edwards, Evan, captain, 228. 
Edwards, Thomas, 1010. 
Riffingham, 428, 861. 

Egg Harbor, N. J., 476. 
Ekel, Adam, 80. 
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Elizabeth, brigantine, 751, 835, 848, 870. 

Elizabethtown, 147. 

Ellery, William, a delegate from Rhode 
Island. Credentials, 358. Committees: 
Expenses, 419; wounded, 469; treasury, 
810; blankets, 822; marine, 869; treas- 
ury board, 1038. ° Letters, 746n, 844n, 
886n, 945n. 

Elliott, Thomas, colonel, 132, 863. 

Ellis, Joseph, 355. 

Ellis, Richard, 301, 567. 

Elmer, Jonathan, a delegate from New 
Jersey. Credentials, 1002. 

Elmore, Samuel, colonel, 615, 982, 942. 

Embargo, 441, 1054, 1127. 

Embassy, secretary of, 834. 

Embezzlement in army, 796. 

Emerson, Moses, 387. 

Emery, Count d’, 866. 

Endeavor, sloop, 424, 545. 

Enemy, internal, 915, 934; motions, 1020; 
intelligence, 939, 1022. 

Engineer, Ticonderoga, 155; southern 
department, 239, 241; pay, 62, 364, 401, 
816. 

England, letters from, 653. 

Enlistments, 63, 341, 344, 617. 

Eppes, Frank, lieutenant- colonel, 132, 
212, 

Erskine, William, 427. 

Erwin, Robert, 25, 80, 189, 242, 259, 276, 
300, 319, 350, 351, 379, 408, 445, 468, 486, 
672, 729, 745, 779, 874, 989, 980, 993, 

Eshenbuth (Eschenbach?), John, 656. 

Esopus, N. Y., 95. 

Esperance, ?, schooner, 193. 

Essex, N. J., 199. 

Evans, Elijah, 764. 

Evans, George, 321, 440, 528, 

Evans, Joel, 194. 

Evans, John, a delegate from Delaware. 
Credentials, 1000. 

Evans, Robert, 194. 

Evans, Samuel, captain, 759. 

Evans, Simon, lieutenant, 744, 911. 

Eve, Oswald, 325, 425, 440, 697. 

Ewens, Rachel, 603. 


Index 


Exchange of prisoners, 362, 665, 708, 829, 
870; cartel, 530, 504, 598; Hessians, 
955; Canadian, 862, 1009 ; seamen, 340, 
345. 

Exports prohibited, 1054, 1127; to British 
possessions, 172, 183; salted provisions, 
437,441; staves, 1059. 

Expresses, 107, 419, 522, 916, 926, 996. 

Eyre, Benjamin, 902, 927, 949. 


Fackler, Michael, 349. 

Fairfield, Conn., 18. 

Fairlamb, Samuel, 134, 199, 240, 300, 898, 
910. 

Falconer, Nathaniel, 389. 

Falconer, Ralph, 900, 948. 

Falkner, , captain, 894, 

Falmouth, Mass., 179. 

Falmouth, England, 124. 

False Cape, Del., 322. 

Faneuil, 950n, 1042. 

Fanny, brig, 561. 

Farmer, Lewis, captain, 1008. 

Farnsworth, Joseph, 387. 

Fassett, John, jr., 518, 761. 

Fast day, 201, 208, 1014, 1022, 1119, 1127. 

Faulkner, William, 862, 865. 

Fay, Jonas, 618, 

Febiger, Christian, 887, 899. 

Fegan, Lawrence, 271. 

Fellows, John, colonel, 155. 

Feltham, Jocelyn, lieutenant, 172. 

Fermoy, Mathieu Alexis Roche de, 898, 
919, 927, 980. 

Fernauer, Joseph, 465. 

Ferries over Passaic and Hackensack, 634; 
guarding, 1027n. 

Fessenden, Josiah, 614, 717. 

Findly, John, 759. 

Fineur, Joseph, 206. 

Finley, Samuel, 529. 

Finnie, William, 289, 701. 

Fire rafts, 401, 406. 

Fischer, Adam, 34. 

Fishbourne, Benjamin, 840. 

Fisher, Henry, 251, 322. 

Fisheries, American, 771, 1055. 

Fisseul, James, 645. 
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Fister, Henry, 825. 

Fitzgerald, Michael, 723. 

Flax, 224, 1072. 

Fleet, British, 90, 950. 

Fleming, Thomas, 466, 470. 

Fleurimont, 935. 

Filints, 30, 76,509, 516, 640, 890; in Orange 
county, N. Y., 517; manufacture, 517, 
566. 

Flour, 459, 1040. 

Flower, Benjamin, 540, 835. 

Flower, Daniel, 160. 

Flower, Nicholas, 160, 

Floyd, William, a delegate from New York. 
Committees: Canada battalion, 40; con- 
duct of prisoners, 42; Stirling’s letter, 
65; seamen, South Carolina, 60; claims, 
66; Eve’s petition, 325; South Caro- 
lina, 368; sulphur, 602; Canada, 524; 
blankets, 822; Livingston, 848; cavalry, 
992. Mentioned, 482n. 

Flushing, N. Y., loyalists, 28. 

Fly, 861. 

Flying camp, command of, 418; tents, 531; 
supplies, 540; troops, 541, 558, 561, 597, 
614; lead, 564; physician, 562; arms, 627; 
muster master, 876, 881. 

Folmer, Thomas, 429, 482. 

‘cooks, Paul, 861. 

Ford, Charles, 755. 

Ford, Jacob, 355, 563. 

Foreign assistance, 1039, 1049, 1054. 

Forrest, James, 768. 

Forrest, Uriah, 893. 

Forster, George, 420, 446, 454, 468, 475, 
634, 601. 

Fort Ann, 44, 988. 

Fort Edward, 450. 

Fort George, 111. 

Fort Halifax, 387. 

Fort Montgomery, 810. 

Fort Pitt, 318, 329, 347, 398. 

Fort Stanwix, 318, 442, 1048. 

Fortescue, , 346. 

Fortney, Henry, 571. 

Fowler, Jacob, 111, 711, 1021. 

Fowler, John, 785. 

Foxcroft, John, 841, 875, 885, 933. 
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Fraesh, ———.,, 608. 

France, commissioners to, appointed, 827; 
instructions, 818, 1035; designs in West 
Indies, 366; supplies from, 815, 1044, 
1055; to recognize independence, 884; 
ships from, 895; treaty with, 576, 768, 
818; interests of, 1073. 

Francheasin, Jaque Antoine, de, 595, 609. 

Francis, Turbott, 50, 397, 415, 458. 

Franklin, Benjamin, a delegate from Penn- 
sylvania, Credentials, 596; postsand ex- 
presses, 107; on confederation, 57n, 554n; 
answer to Howe, 597; appointed com- 
missioner to France, 827; expenses, 543, 
556. Commitiees: Montgomery, 78, 90; 
War Office, 85; Canada, 152, 219; New 
Hampshire, 179; Wrixon, 219; ex- 
presses, 419; Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, 431; treaties, 483; seal, 517; Hes- 
sians, 655; Washington letter, 672; 
pirates, 692; Wilson, 705; to Howe, 738. 
Reports: Prisoners, 87; Canada, 148; 
letters of marque, 230n. Debates, 1079, 
1080, 1081, 1082, 1102. Letters, 708n. 
Mentioned, 7,117, 206, 415, 498n, 495n, 
496n, 499n, 500, 509, 517, 691, 715, 884, 
964, 968, 

Franklin, Robert, 836. 

Franklin, William, 41, 465, 478, 574, 592, 
977, 1004. 

Franklin, William Temple, 555n. 

Franklin, schooner, 398. 

Franks, David 8., 116, 175, 371, 483, 590, 
742, 895,901. ~ 

Franks, Jacob, 294n. 

Frantz, Jacob, 294. 

Frazer, Alexander, 958. 

Frazer, John G., 330. 

Frazer, Persifor, captain, 842. 

Frazier, , captain, 818, 1021. 

Frederick county, Md., 29, 81, 48, 65, 160, 
286, 958, 1006, 1016, 1080, 1033. 

Frederick county, Va., 349, 1042, 

Freeland, Joseph, 824. 

Freeman, sloop, 721. 

French, Christopher, 665. 

French, Joseph, 27,114, : 
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Fricker, Anthony, 411. 

Frigates, officers, 289. 

Fry, Israel, 729. 

Frye, James, colonel, 291. 

Frye, Joseph, brigadier-general, 47, 300. 
Fullerton, 721. 

Furman & Cox, 117, 541, 893, 

Furman & Hunt, 30, 48, 305, 610. 


Gadsden, Christopher, a delegate from 
South Carolina. Committee: Claims, 66. 
Brigadier-general, 761. Mentioned, 54, 
836, 462. 

Gage, Thomas, 871. 

Gaol, Philadelphia, 289; transfer, 594. 

Galbraith, , colonel, 638. 

Gale, Moses, 118. 

Gallagher, Michael, 271. 

Gallies, 280, 401, 406, 450, 521, 542. 

Galphin, , 870, 

Gamble, Thomas, captain, 261, 264, 567, 
655, 722, 947. 

Gamecock, privateer, 948. 

Gamelin, Pierre, 297, 911. 

Gawmilli, , 265. 

Gano, Daniel, 481. 

Gansevoort, Leonard, jr., 824. 

Gansevoort, Peter, major, 43. 

Gardiner, Archibald, 934. 

Gardner, Caleb, lieutenant-colonel, 742. 

Gardner, Joseph, captain, 759. 

Gardner, , Mrs. 442. 

Garrigues, Jacob, 265. 

Garrison, John, 518, 

Garrison, Nicholas, 194. 

Gartner, Adam, 877. 

Gaskins, Thomas, 930. 

Gaspé, 903. 

Gaspee, 744. 

Gates, Horatio, major-general, 359; con- 
ference with, 383, 388, 391, 394, 399, 
406; command in Canada, 448, 526. 
Letters, 613, 688, 659, 728, 739, 760, 839, 
869, 890, 944, 951, 1008, 1012. Men- 
tioned, 485, 694, 758, 780, 821, 876, 967. 

General Lee, privateer, 839. ; 

Genest, 1039. 
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Georgia, credentials, 367, 1028; defense 
of, 15, 400; State of, 444, 521; money for, 
528, 689, 711, 761, 917, 1017; rangers, 
607. 

German battalion, instituted, 362, 392, 
305n, 571; raising, 454, 487; officers, 562, 
571, 590; arms, 716; to go to New York, 
734; rank, 788, 825; to join Washing- 
ton, 810, 980, 986, 997. 

German Flats, Indian treaty, 700, 789. 

Germany, Emperor of, 1055. 

Gerock, Samuel, 825. 

Gerry, Elbridge, a delegate from the Massa- 
chusetis Bay. Oredentials, 122. Com- 
mittees: Treasury, 157; brig Nancy, 169; 
Canadian army, 192; waysand means, 
290; money, 1776, 380; Kirkland, 337; 
price of salt, 365; Miller, 384; Champlin, 
502; army at New York, 808, 844n; 
Mifilin, 838; treasury board, 886; mo- 
nopolizers, 906; sutlers, 935, 989, for- 
eign aid, 1089, 1049; executive boards, 
1042. Reports, 304, 939, 1049. Men- 
tioned, 282n, 208, 516n, 820n, 904. 

Giasson, 297, 331, 636, 941. 

Gibson, George, 936. 

Gibson, John, 129, 264, 304, 892, 980, 1021. 

Gibson and Aston, 663. 

Gill, James, 597, 911. 

Gillespie, George, 246, 256. 

Gilmore, Robert, 695. 

Gilmore, William, 478. 

Ginn, W., 315. 

Girty, » 1005. 

Glover, John, colonel, 291, 

Glover, Jonathan, 758, 

Goddard, William, 477n. 

Godet, Henricus, 1042, 

Goforth, William, major, 481. 

Gold, James, 519. 

Gold coins, value, 293, 381, 608, 724. 

Golden, Joseph, 848. 

Goldsborough, Robert, a delegate from 
Maryland. Committee: Washington’s 
letter, 316. Mentioned, 127. 

Gondolas for Canada, 376. 

Goodrichs, 1030. 

Goodwin, William, 992. 
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Gordon, Andrew, captain, 146. 

Gordon, Lewis, 379. 

Government, instituting state, 342, 351, 
857. 

Govert, Jacque Paul, 723, 780, 819. 

Govert, William, 620, 1015, 1046. 

Graaf, , 756. 

Greme, » 227. 

Graham, John, captain, 671. 

Graham, Richard, 504. 

Grant, Abi, Mra., 385. 

Grant, John, 518, 761. 

Gratz, Bernard, 268. 

Gratz, Michael, 268, 643. 

Gravel Hill, N. Y., 152. 

Graves, Thomas, admiral, 109. 

Gray, George, jr., 194. 

Gray, Samuel, 387. 

Gray, , major, 218. 

Graybill, Philip, 825, 829. 

Graydon, Alexander, 438, 639. 

Great Britain, commissioners from, 828, 
868; confiscation of property, 572, 501, 
605. 

Great Egg Harbor, 35. 

Great Kanhawa, fort on, 542. 

Green, Griffin, 386. 

Green, John, major, 212, 649. 

Green, John, 636. 

Green, T., 524. 

Green, William, 764. 

Green, . 718. 

Greene, Nathangel, major-general, 641. 
Letters, 755, 819, 875, 890, 914, 951, 1040. 

Greenway, Joseph, 76, 711, 865, 

Greenwich, N. J., 417. 

Gregg, James, 481. 

Gregory, George, 422. 

Grenell, John, 3in. 

Grennell, Thomas, 444, 861. 

Grenvold, Joseph, 992. 

Gridley, Richard, colonel, 61, 283n. 
Grier, James, captain, 287, 378, 438, 438, 
469, 668, 743, 764, 828, 865, 948, 978. 

Griffin, Samuel, 592. 

Griffith, Benjamin, 1029, 1031, 1085. 

Griffith, David, 602. 

Griffith, John, 604, 1046, 1047. 


1144 
Griffith, Philemon, 540. 
Grigson, , 756, 


Grisler, Elisha, 392, 408. 

Grosets, Peter, 603. 

Grossman, Michael, 729. 

Grubb, Curtis, 1010. 

Grubb, Peter, colonel, 755. 

Guillot, Francis, 724, 832. 

Guines, Conte de, 7. 

Gunlocks, makers, 530. 

Gunsmiths, prisoners, 163. 

Gurney, Francis, 30n, 609. 

Guthry, James, 759. 

Gwinnett, Button, a delegate from Georgia. 
Credentials, 367, 1028; absence, 628. 
Committees: Expresses, 419; letters, 421; 
confederation, 433; prisoners’ plot, 543. 
Debates, 1077. 


Haas, George, 603, 722, 887. 

Hackensack river ferries, 634, 

Hacker, Hoysted, 715, 861. 

Hage, Jamea, 346. 

Haight, Cornelius, 898n. 

Haight, Joseph, 471, 648, 673. 

Hales, John, 271. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, 155. 

Hall, Carvill, 1047. 

Hall, David, and Sellers, 189. 

Hall, John, a delegate from Maryland, 127, 
893. 

Hall, Lyman, a delegate from Georgia. 
Credentials, 367, 1028. Committees: 
Conference, 391; medicines, 463; 
wounded, 469; Canada, 474; Lee, 608; 
Leonard, 652; northern army, 812; 
blankets, 822; treasury, 874. Debates, 
1077. 

Haller, Henry, colonel, 116, 278, 483, 663. 

Hallet, Samuel, 28, 114. 

Halliday, John, 823. 

Hallock, William, 293, 861. 

Halsey, Jeremiah, lieutenant, 43, 736, 745. 

Halstead, John, 158. 

Hamar, Ibbetson, lieutenant, 62, 87, 379, 
597, 941. 

Hamilton, Archibald, 671, 809. 
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Hampden, brig, 715, 861. 

Hamtranck, John, 646. 

Hanau, Count of, 369. 

Hanccck, Ebenezer, 482, 525, 661. 

Hancock, John, a delegate from the Massa- 
chusetts bar. Credentials, 122; Indian 
name, 430, Letters, 67, 68, 181n, 208n, 
254n. Mentioned, 377n, 394n, 395n, 
401n, 405n, 418n, 422, 432, 441n, 573n, 
606n, 613n, 696n, 8138n, 838n, 858n, 
1004n, 1053. 

Hancock, frigate, 428, 835, 861, 870, 882. 

Hancock, privateer, 427. 

Hancock and Adams, 948, 950, 952. 

Hand, Edward, colonel, 188, 326, 393, 
432, 640, 656, 823, 862. 

Hankanson, Kenneth, 889. 

Hannum, John, 562. 

Hanson, Alexander Contee, 351. 

Hanson, John, 840. 

Hanson, Peter Contee, 764. 

Hanson, ———, 483. 

Happy Return, cargo, 878. 

Harbeson, Benjamin, 956. 

Harbors, fortifications, 476. 

Hardman, Henry, 540, 764, 

Hardman, John, 540. 

Hardy, Joseph, 478. 

Harkness, John, 273. 

Harman, , captain, 171, 697. 

Harmar, Josiah, captain, 171. 

Harnet, Cornelius, 301. 

Harper, John, 319. 

Harris, John, 404. 

Harris, Robert, 932. 

Harrison, Benjamin, a delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 922. Committees: 
Reeruiting instructions, 49; church, 62; 
trade, 63; war office, 85; to New York, 
92n, 94; allowance to troops, 93; mili- 
tary departments, 133; Schuyler’s let- 
ters, 164, 228, 240, 282; marine, 186; 
journals, 224; fortifying ports, 233; Du- 
gan, 234; eastern department, 311; 
Washington’s letter, 316; Hopkins, 337; 
Woodward, 337; conference, 384, 391; 
Francis, 415; treaties, 483; board of 
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war, 438, 751, 923; Georgia, 444; cartel, 
630; confiscation, 572; North Carolina, 
617; northern army, 985; Sullivan, 990; 
letters, 1029; Kennon, 1059. Report, 
888. Debates, 1071, 1082, 1100. Men- 
tioned, 23n, 164n, 168, 185, 207, 210, 211, 
213, 256, 265, 307, 309, 329n, 330, 338, 
340, 345, 349, 356, 368, 408, 412, 416, 
426n, 427, 428, 436, 439, 446, 453n, 504, 
507, 509, 510, 600, 604, 608, 609, 948, 
1041, 1049. 

Harrison, Benjamin, jr., 151, 5038, 723, 
964. 

Harrison, Charles, colonel, 995. 

Harrison, Richard, 478. 

Harrison, Robert Hanson, 410n, 418, 715, 
757, 889, 890, 902, 914, 920, 923, 928, 
950. 


Harrison, Thomas, 1046. 

Harrison, , lieutenant, 642. 

Hart, Jacob, 1046. 

Hart, John de, a delegate from New Jersey. 
Credentials, 161, 489; resigns, 439n. 
Committees: McKnight, 246; McDonald, 
246; price of salt, 365; Irwin, 903; New 
York convention, 927. Mentioned, 255, 
809. 

Hart, Richard, 870. 


Hartford, Conn., 331, 409. 

Hartley, Thomas, lieutenant-colonel, 30n, 
47, 279, 422, 

Hartman, Jacob, 893. 

Harvie, John, 348, 922n, 1005. 

Harvey, Thomas, 466. 

Haslet, John, colonel, 69, 263, 274, 325, 
520, 596, 642. 

Haslet, Thomas, captain, 639. 

Hats and caps, 998. 

Hausegger, Nicholas, colonel, 30n, 31, 
379, 571, 842, 887, 910, 949, 980, 1013. 

Hausman, Martin, 744, 844. 

Hawbecker, George, 590, 825. 

Hawes, George, 483. 

Hay, Samuel, colonel, 655, 1014. 

Haynes, Hannah, 903. 

Haywood, Price and, 250, 274, 288, 297, 
299, 612, 632, 643, 650. 

Hazard, Ebenezer, 958. 
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Hazard, John, 407. 

Hazen, Moses, colonel, parole, 78; losses, 
78, 95, 192, 198, 900; conduct, 619, 780, 
811; money for, 87, 903, 918, 1021, 1058; 
letters and memorials, 503, 730, 836, 889, 
910, 1013; mentioned, 78, 301, 561, 716, 
853, 1016. 

Hazlehurst, Isaac, 194. 

Hazlehurst, Robert, 194. 

Hazlewood, John, captain, 865. 

Heard, Nathaniel, colonel, 27, 47, 53,112, 
114, 150, 220, 229, 241, 300. 

Heath, William, major-general, 261, 641, 
1016. 

Hederich, von, lieutenant, 898. 

Heisler, , colonel, 639. 

Heiter, Gabriel, 894. 

Heiter, Joseph, 894. 

Hell Gate, fortifications, 94. 

Helm, Christian, 590, 826. 

Helm, John, 338. 

Hemp, 224, 1072. 

Hempstead, N. Y., loyalists, 28. 

Hencher, William, 205. 

Henderson, Alexander, 839. 

Henderson, Daniel, 478. 

Henderson, James, 934. 

Henderson, Matthew, captain, 1015. 

Hendricks, James, lieutenant-colonel, 
132, 863. 

Hendricks, William, captain, 221, 305, 878, 
893, 948. 

Henkels, Jacob, 819. 

Henry, John, 191. 

Henry, Patrick, colonel, 132, 211, 561, 
980. 

Henry, William, & Co., 240. 

Henry Brothers, 785. 

Henry, Simons and, 826. 

Hepburn, Stacey, 125, 130. 

Heron, James, 786. 

Hertel, 636, 941. 

Hervieux, 297, 744. 

Hesketh, Thomas, captain, 597, 887. 

Hesse Cassel, Landgrave of, 369. 

Hessians, drawn from British service, 640, 
653, 705n, 707; hiring of, 369, 984, 1055; 
exchange of prisoners, 955. 
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Hester, Daniel, 48. 

Heurimont, 744. 

Hewen, Rachel, 487. 

Hewes, James, major, 81, 246. 

Hewes, Joseph, a delegate from North Car- 
olina. Committees: Secret correspond- 
ence, 59; naval stores, 115; Northum- 
berland-Pittsburg, 161; powder, 171; 
Mease, 180; ways and means, 200; for- 
tifying ports, 233; coins, 294; Philadel- 
phia committee, 303; Washington letter, 
807; money, 1776, 330; Woodward, 337; 
exchange of seamen, 340; conference, 
391; Francis, 415; expresses, 419; sec- 
retary, 429; confederation, 433; treas- 
ury, 460; Canada, 474; Hopkins’s ves- 
sel, 516; blankets, 822. Letters, 222n, 
259n, 333n, 528n. Mentioned, 287, 336, 
470n, 544, 736, 745, 756, 782. 

Hewes, Josiah, 194. 

Hewes, , 278. 

Hewlet, John, 28. 

Hewlet, Richard, 28. 

Heyleger, John, 854. 

Heyward, Thomas, jr., a delegate from 
South Carolina. Credentials, 305; ab- 
sence, 734n. Committees: Medicines, 
463; Vidal, 572; carinon, 590; Mrs. 
Temple, 699; journals, 710; posts, 718; 
northern army, 1037; Kennon, 1059. 
Debates, 1077. 

Hickman, Ezekiel, 759. 

Hicks, Charles, 28, 114. 

Hide, Ebenezer, 519. 

Hides, waste of, 973. 

Higgins, John, 852. 

Higgins, Thomas, 3165. 

Highland, passage of, 720. 

Hillegas, Michael, 165, 484, 697, 1038, 1046. 

Hillegas, Samuel, 194, 466, 1046. 

Hilzheimer, Jacob, 56, 292, 389, 721. 

Hindman, Jacob, 729. 

Hinman, Elisha, colonel, 445, 649, 861. 

Hinzey, Joseph, 663. 

Hispaniola, 131, 193. 

Hite, Matthias, 851. 

Hodge, Hugh, 379, 445. 

Hodge, John, 697, 861. 
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' 

Hodgkin, , 904. 

Holland, Francis, 932. 

Holland, Thomas, 307, 308. 

Holler. See Haller. 

Hollingsworth, Levi, 399, 756, 892, 895. 

Hollomback, Matthew, 701. 

Holmer, Christian, major, 995. 

Holt, Michael, 842. 

Holt, , 712. 

Holton, William, 485, 698. 

Hoop, Nathaniel, 745. 

Hooper, William, a delegate from North 
Carolina. Committees: Church, 62; Spar- 
ling, 77; Montgomery, 78; address to 
colonies, 87; Washington letter, 672; 
Mrs. Temple, 699; journals, 710; battle 
Long Island, 728; post-office, 732; J. 
Trumbull, 750; treasury, 810; New York, 
831; military academy, 838; secret com- 
mittee, 867; Bache, 921; Betsey, 932; 
prisoners, 958; Vulcan, 986; captures, 
986; chaplains, 1034; Kennon, 1059, 
Letters, 945n, 957n. Debates, 1080. Men- 
tioned, 1034. 

Hoops, Adam, 1016. 

Hopkins, Benjamin, 761. 

Hopkins, Esek, commodore, captures at’ 
New Providence, 285, 289, 333, 486, 
847; instructions, 327, 335, 375; trial, 
439, 545, 628, 641, 648; condemned, 
658, 661; letters, 407, 424, 630, 667; 
mentioned, 312, 516, 1060. 

Hopkins, John, 422, 861. 

Hopkins, Joseph, 153. 

Hopkins, Stephen, a delegate from Rhode 
Isiand. Credentials, 358; absence, 869. 
Committees: Cannon, 55; seamen, 8. C., 
60; powder, 171; Washington medal, 
234; Ward’s funeral, 237; conference, 
391; confederation, 433; Georgia, 444; 
Canada, 474. Debates, 1082, 1105. Men- 
tioned, 336, 544, 746, 

Hopkins, Wait, 518, 751, 758. 

Hopkinson, Francis, a delegate from New 
Jersey. Credentials, 489. Committees. 
Confederation, 491; marine, 556; jour- 
nals, 572; Washington letter, 830; treas- 
ury, 836; Roberts, 882; intelligence, 
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886; treasury board, 885; stolen dis- 
patches, 907; New York convention, 
927. Debates, 1077. Mentioned, 662n, 
930. Naval agent, 958. 

Horlock, Samuel, 901. 

Horn, John, captain, 38. 

Hornet, sloop, 41, 293, 355, 1024. 

Horses, 201, 206, 922, 992. 

Hortzeg, Andrew, 877. 

Hoskins, William, 387. 

Hosmer, Titus, a delegate from Connecticut. 
Credentials, 57. 

Hospitals, northern, 38, 823, 990; cap- 
tured, 88; Virginia, 364; mates, 406; 
regulation, 568, 857; Pennsylvania, 
1006. 

Hostages, Scotch, 275, 411. 

House, John, 992. 

House, » Mrs., 237n. 

House, , lieutenant, 618. 

House of Commons, powers, 135. 

Housman, Martin, 744, 844. 

Houston, John, a delegate from Georgia. 
Credentials, 367, 1028. 

Howard, George, 964. 

Howard, John, 194. 

Howe, Baxter, 824. 

Howe, Richard, Lord, intercepted letters, 
574, 592; message by Sullivan, 723, 728, 
730, 737, 738, 748, 765, 1107; mentioned, 
698, 926. 

Howe, Sir William, declaration, 22; ex- 
change of prisoners, 708, 862; Lee’s 
treatment, 1029; letters, 23, 633, 957; 
mentioned, 32, 109, 262, 370, 539, 567, 
871, 975. 

Howell, Isaac, 194. 

Howell, Richard, 162, 246. 

Hower, Daniel, 160. 

Hower, Nicholas, 160, 953. 

Howitzers, 280. 

Hubley, Adam, 194, 392, 408, 948, 

Hubley, Bernard, 648n, 657, 825. 

Hubley, George, 526, 825. 

Huddleston, Richard, doctor, 87, 379, 
643. 

Hudson, Jonathan, 1046. 

Hudson river, defences, 34, 94, 401, 406. 
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Hufnagel, George, 629, 672, 892. 

Hufnagel, Michael, 220, 741. 

Hughes, Charles, 908. 

Hughes, Daniel and Samuel, 55n, 693, 
599, 835, 948, 1008. 

Hughes, James, 280, 642. 

Hughes, John, 645, 948. 

Hughes, , 1060. 

Hugomene, John Babtisto, 193. 
Humphreys, Charles, a delegate from Penn- 
sylvania, Committee on powder, 171. 

Humphreys, John, lieutenant, 84. 

Humpton, Richard, 565, 839, 842. 

Hunt, Abraham, 221. 

Hunt, Furman and, 30, 48, 305, 610. 

Hunter, James, 274. 

Hunter, Moses, 205. 

Hunter, sloop, 744. 

Huntington, Samuel, a delegate from Con- 
necticut. Credentials, 57. Committees: 
Seamen, South Carolina, 60; muskets, 
169; Nancy, 169; powder, 171; marine, 
186; Hewes, 273; Hand’s letter, 326; 
exchange seamen, 340; Indian affairs, 
524; post-office, 732; Thistle, 747; Eliz- 
abeth, 835; carriages, 840; negroes, 874; 
Keppele, 885; prizes, 885. Debates, 1083. 

Huston, doctor, 487. 


Tle au Noix, 376. 

Imbert, Jean Louis, 783, 968. 

Imports by secret committee, 592; under 
confederation, 547, 676. 

Impressment of wagons, 862. 

Independence, idea of, 57, 141; resolu- 
tions, 425, 427, 428; committee on dec- 
laration, 431; first forms, 491, 1093; in 
committee of the whole, 504, 507, 509, 
510; resolution, 507; final form, 510; 
ordered to be printed, 516; engrossed 
and signed, 590, 626; bibliography,1121; 
debates, 1087; Pennsylvania accedes, 
478; Maryland’s action, 504, 505n; New 
York, 505n, 560. 

Independence, 861. 

Indians, committee on, 317, 524, 1065; 
goods for, 50, 97, 260, 329, 380, 347, 695; 
presents, 378, 410; trade, 182, 200, 219, 
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318, 1077; engagement of, 191, 394, 395, 
411n, 412, 421, 452, 527; for Canada, 
399, 412, 421; speeches, 421, 430, 471, 
786, 1008, 1006, 1010, 1013; treaties, 325, 
830, 348; Albany, 240; German Flats, 
700, 739; Massachusetts, 651; Fort Pitt, 
226, 267, 517, 595, 668; relations with, 
111, 177, 282, 785, 825; middle depart- 
ment, 93, 95, 517, 994, 998; southern 
department, 68, 486, 507, 520; under 
confederation, 549, 679; Governor Penn, 
808; Delaware, 267; Mohecan, 473, 983; 
Nanticoke, 933; Six Nations, 392, 396; 
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marque, 214; Secord, 225; Washing- 
ton medal, 234; Washington letters, 
250, 301; tea, 259; Tryon’s, 273; British 
captures, 284; West Augusta, 298. 
Mentioned, 316n, 403, 559. 

Jefferson, Thomas, a delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 712; absence, 734; 
declaration, 491, 533n; appointed to 
France, 827, 897. Commitiees: Declara- 
tion to Howe, 22; Washington letters, 
352, 672; letters, 359; Hessians, 370, 
640; address to people, 402; aid to 
enemy, 417; declaration of independ- 


Stockbridge, 473, 627. ence, 431; Cedars cartel, 446; rules of 
Inlistment of prisoners, 105; bounties, debate, 468; Canada, 474; seal, 517; 
488, 620, 762, 982, 944, 947; encourage- Indian affairs, 524; prisoners’ plot, 543; 


ment, 920, 970, 973. flying camp, 562; journals, 572; inter- 
Innis, James, major, 649. cepted letters, 575; coins, 608, 728; 
Inspectors of press, 165. Parsons, 609; pirates, 692; prizes, 694; 
Instructions, recruiting, 49, 58,63; foreign Wilson, 705; posts, 718; battle Long 
agents, 779, 813. Island, 728. Reports, 448, 458, 728. 
Intelligence from England, 405; to en- Notes of Debates, 1085. Debuics, 1076; 
emy, 417; committee, 886, 1065. ; 1077, 1083. Mentioned, 674n, 691n, 879, 
Invalids, corps of, 705. 884, 922. 
Tron, sheet, 4438. Jenifer, Daniel, of St. Thomas, 968. 
Irvine, Andrew, 228. Jenkins, George, 69. 
Irvine, John, 76. Jenkins, William, 789, 868. 
Irvine, William, colonel, 30n, 47, 156, | Jervis, John, 80, 465, 964. 
280, 632, 655, 898, 904, 1004. Jewell, Robert, 594, 664, 697, 722, 911, 
Irwin, Henry, lieutenant-colonel, 332. 915, 919, 967, 998. 


Irwin, Matthew, 460, 839, 906, 956, 974. | Johnson, Joseph, 111. 
Johnson, Martin, 664. 


Jack, Matthew, 759. Johnson, Robert, 311, 605. 
Jack, Peter, 934. Johnson, Samuel, 315, 629, 818. 
Jackson, Charles, 319. Johnson, Thomas, jr., a delegate from 
Jackson, David, 982. Maryland. Credentials, 574,962. Com- 
Jackson, James, 870. R mittees: Claims, 66; southern depart- 
Jackson, Hall, 197, 291, 298. ment, 194; ways and means, 200; war 
Jacobs, Benjamin, 194. office, 215; Dugan, 234; Washington 
Jacobs, John, 347, 785. letter, 250; coins, 204; West Augusta, 
, Jacobs, Richard, 271. 298; eastern department, 311; northern 
' Jamaica, N. Y., loyalists, 27. army, 812. Mentioned, 175n, 222, 286n, 
Jameson, David, 977. 292. 
’ Jansen, Cornelius T., 481. Johnston, Francis, 24n, 80, 72. 
Jarlais, Joseph de, 894. Johnston, George, major, 864. 


Jay, John, a delegate from New York. | Johnston, James, 194. 
. Committees: Powder, 40; qualifications, | Jones, David, 717. 
61; southern department, 194; lettersof | Jones, Jesse, 118, 977. 
ry : 
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Jones, John Paul, 641, 861. 

Jones, Willie, 530, 930. 

Jones, , captain, 469. 

Josiah, James, 636, 861. 

Journals, inspection of, 117; motions 
omitted, 159n; printing of, 224, 829, 
1127, 1128; committee, 572, 710; under 
confederation, 552, 686; index to, 605; 
sale, 822. 

Joy, , captain, 600. 

Joynes, Levin, 986. 

Judd, William, major, 750. 

Jugé, 59, 95. 


Kachlein, , 168, 

Kaighn, John, 194. 

Karanduawan (Hancock), 430. 

Karcher, Ludwig, 531, 626, 651, 845. 

Kearney, Michael, jr., 214, 266. 

Keasby, Edward, 358. 

Keesport, George, 825. 

Keith, Isham, 864. 

Kelly, William, 529. 

Kelsay, William, 524. 

Kelso, James, 1046. 

Kempe, John Tabor, 936. 

Kemper, Jacob, jr., 246. 

Kendricks, , captain, 84, 

Kennedy, George, 114, 638. 

Kennedy, Robert, 292. 

Kennedy, Samuel, 879. 

Kennon, William, 1059. 

Keppelar, Bernard, 745. 

Keppele, Henry, 96, 108, 884. 

Kerlin, John, 271, 610, 818. 

Kerr, Joseph, 656, 758. 

Key, Richard, 259. 

Keyser, William, 825, 934. 

Killgore, David, captain, 759. 

Kimmel, Adam, 169, 242, 379, 828. 

King, Hugh, 407. 

King, John, 1008. 

Kingston, N. Y., 81, 95. 

Kinsey, Philip, 194. 

Kirkland, Moses, 239, 242, 246, 265, 284, 
887, 346, 964, 
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Kirkland, Samuel, 124, 440, 984. 

Kirmovan, Chevalier de, 480n, 490, 565, 
590, 618. 

Kissam, Daniel, 28, 114. 

Kittanning, Pa., 542, 562. 

Kitts, George, 605. 

Kling, , captain, 656. 

Knolton, Thomas, major, 644. 

Knox, Henry, brigadier-general, 84, 288n, 
607, 694, 844n, 1043. 

Koop, Matthias, 745. 

Kosciuszko, Thaddeus, 719, 888, 1006. 

Kotz, Jacob, 825. 

Kuhn, Ludowick, 266. 

Kull, Federick, 194. 

Kuntz, Eliza, 877. 

Kuntz, John, 422. 

Kyser, Daniel, 877. 


Labat, Ignace, 366. 

La Berthaudure, Caunier de, 348, 

Laboratory, 860, 1051. 

Laboulbine, Binnal de, 1042n. 

La Oorne, St. Luke, 287, 818, 865, 1021. 

La Cossade, Stephen Patre de, 751. 

Lady Catherine, 980. 

La Falconniere, Parmetier de, 747. 

La Fontaine, Charles Robert de, 256, 619. 

La Garde, Coppin de, 1042n. 

La Jeunesse, Prudent (Prudhomme), 429 
148, 168, 646, 692. 

Lake Champlain, shipwrights, 508. 

Lake Erie, naval force, 542. 

Lake Ontario, gallies, 542. 


‘Lakes, navigation, 862. 


La Magdalaine, 686, 941, 947. 

La Marque, 207, 744, 947. 

La Marquisie, Bernard Mousae de, 6380n, 
715, 747. 

Lamb, Gideon, major, 333. 

Lamb, John, major, 43, 83, 990, 996. 

Lambert, Marquis de, 6. 

Lancaster, Pa., committee, 35, 66, 87, 
208, 559, 563, 600, 603, 635, 724, 826, 
849; firearm factory, 384; militia, 1010; 
prisoners, 88, 105, 164, 531. : 
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Lands, western, right to, 978; common 
fund, 505n; for soldiers, 763, 781, 788, 
912, 946n, 947n; for deserting Hes- 
sians, 654. 

Landenburger, John, 590, 825, 826. 

Landers, George, 764. 

Landrum, , 80n. 

Langdon, John, a delegate from New 
Hampshire. Credentials, 177; absent, 
23. Mentioned, 366, 369, 478. 

Langdon, Samuel, 291, 296. 

Langeay (Laugeay), Jean, 710. 

Langworthy, Edward, 367, 1028. 

La Rose, Francois Cuillot de, 619. 

Laudermilk, Jacob, 964. 

Laugeay, Jean, 710, 749. 

La Valliére, 836. 

Lawrence, John, 928. 

Lawrence, T., 935. 

Lawrence, William, 651. 

Lawson, Robert, colonel, 132, 649, 929, 
996. 

Lead, 522, 408, 413; for flying camp, 558; 
for privateers, 839; New Canaan, 153; 
Massachusetts, 186; Ticonderoga, 246; 
North Carolina, 658; Virginia, 392, 
890. 

Leaming, Thomas, jr., 284, 291. 

Leary, John, jr., 607. 

Le Boeuf, 542, 562. 

Lee, Arthur, 897. 

Lee, Charles, major-general, ordered to 
Canada, 157,175; southern department, 
180; oath to tories, 195n; confer on New 
York, 196, 201; ordered to south, 206; 
artillery for Virginia, 212; Eden inci- 
dent, 286n; South Carolina, 608, 741; 
ordered to Philadelphia, 638, 850, 851; 
bond, 857; situation, 1000; treatment, 
1029; money, 1029. Letters, 92, 127, 151, 
157, 161, 172, 182, 183, 190, 192, 292, 316, 
329, 333, 348, 355, 360, 363, 368, 373, 485, 
5938, 716, 759, 818, 869, 875, 968, 1016. 
Mentioned, 211, 266, 403, 930, 1020, 1059. 

Lee, Francis, 222, 818. 

Lee, Francis Lightfoot, a delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 712. Committees: 
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Miller, 384; letters, 421; wounded, 469; 
Canada, 741; board of war, 751; Rob- 
erts, 882; prisoners, 1014; Eyre, 902. 
Lee, Richard Henry, a delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 712; absence, 728n. 
Committees: New York, 104; Murray, 
117; musket, 169; New York defenses, 
196; White Eyes, 208; secret, 215, 867; 
war office, 215; West Augusta, 298; 
Washington, 307, 337, 362; money, 
1776, 330; Mrs. Bellew, 389; preamble 
on government, 342; Jacobs, 347; Can- 
ada affairs, 363; Lee’s letter, 368; Hes- 
sians, 370, 985; conference, 384, 391; 
instructions, 709, 710, 817; battle Long 
Island, 728; Lee, 742; J. Trumbull, 750; 
clothing, 810; letter of credence, 827; 
Mifflin, 838; treasury, 874; negroes, 
874; intelligence, 886; Navy officers, 
914; internal enemies, 915; artillery 
yard, 988; cavalry, 992; northern army, 
1013; fast day, 1014; letters, 1029; for- 
eign aid, 1039; army, 1041; Washing- 
ton’s powers, 1047. Reports, 362, 373, 


401. Motion on independence, 425. 
Debates, 1076. Mentioned, 206, 236n, 
738n, 1058n. 

Lee, Thomas Ludwell, 167. 

Lee, 835, 870. 


Lee, privateer, 736. 

Leech, Thomas, 194. 

Le F., 331. 

Le Fargue, Pierre, 117, 119 

Lefferty, Bryan, 597. 

Lefferty, Dennis, 603. 

Leffingwell, Christopher, 169, 174. 

Leightner, Michael, 948. 

Lenox, David, 403, 610. 

Leonard, Abiel, 652, 661. 

Leslie, John, 643. 

Letter of credence, commissioners to 
France, 827, 833. 

Letters from England, 653; intercepted, 
15, 575, 592; Latin, 613, 614. 

Letters of marque, 214, 222n, 229, 247, 
251, 252, 253, 606, 1119. 

Levy, Benjamin, 1046. 
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Levy, Christian, 379. 

Levy, Heyman, 598, 1001, 1012. 

Lewes, Del., 251, 274, 323, 325 

Lewis, Andrew, brigadier-general, 181; 
letters, 292, 485, 503, 648, 696, 761, 768, 
875, 905, 951, 958, 1050; mentioned, 
522, 595, 597. 

Lewis, Fielding, 558. 

Lewis, Francis, a delegate from New York. 
Committees: Powder, 40; claims, 66, 
181; clothing, 103; naval stores, 115; 
rations, 118; expresses, 419; wounded, 
469; army at New York, 808; eyre, 902; 
cannon, 1039. Mentioned, 58, 62, 112, 
163, 182, 196, 304, 328, 482n, 632, 918, 
724, 905n. 

Lewis, Francis, jr., 885, 981. 

Lewis, Mordecai, 194. 

Lewis, Morgan, 753. 

Lewis, Mrs., 936, 1003. 

Lexington, brig, 213, 561. 

Liability for aiding enemy, 329. 

Licenses, Indian traders, 97. 

Light horse, 333. 

Lightbody, , 346. 

Lillington, Alexander, colonel, 333. 

Lincoln county, 390. 

Lindsay, Robert, 250. 

Lindsay, William, 249. 

Lingan, James, 764, 

Linkensdorff, Lewis de, 632, 641, 648, 
658. 

Lippitt, Christopher, colonel, 742. 

" Lisle, Noel Romand de, 940, 943, 952, 
1006, 1014 

Little, , captain, 168. 

Little, Thomas, 324, 440. 

Little Polly, brig, 176. 

Live stock in New Jersey, 571. 

Liverpool, man-of-war, 340, 403, 416. 

Livingston, Abraham, 260, 338, 346, 985. 

Livingston, Henry Brockholat, 824. 

Livingston, James, colonel, 39, 75, 82, 613, 
614, 645,647, 657, 932, 940, 942, 964. 

Livingston, John, captain, 41, 854. 

Livingston, J. R., 128. 

Livingston, Muscoe, 959. 
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Livingston, Philip, a delegate from New 
York. Committees: Powder, 40; Indian 
affairs, 524; treasury, 561; treasury 
board, 886; Bache, 908; northern army, 
985. Mentioned, 62, 163, 905n. 

Livingston, Robert, founder, 988, 1035, 
1050. 

Livingston, Robert R., a delegate from New 
York. Committees: Canada, 363; price 
of salt, 365; conference, 388, 391; Fran- 
cis, 415; aid to enemy, 417; finance, 
423; powder, 425; declaration of inde- 
pendence, 431; confederation, 433. Re- 
ports, 374, 398. Debates, 1087. Men- 
tioned, 304, 426n, 563, 879. 

Livingston, Milton, 750, 756, 758. 

Livingston, William, a delegate from New 
Jersey. Credentials, 161; moves a fast 
day, 201, 208. Committees: Conduct of 
prisoners, 42; New York letter, 53; Stir- 
ling’s letter, 55; Sparling, 77; Montgom- 
ery, 78; letter to Canadians, 79; Max- 
well, 105; Northumberland-Pittsburg, 
162;cannon, 162; trade permits, 173; Fal- 
mouth petition, 179; Indian trade, 182; 
James Deane, 184; counterfeit bills of 
credit, 221; Washington letters, 323, 
352, 362; Hopkins 337; letters, 359; 
South Carolina, 368; Hessians, 370; 
conference, 371; Francis, 415; expresses, 
419. Reports, 81,426. Governor of New 
Jersey, 808, 825, 848, 881, 910, 919, 925, 
961. 

Livingston, W., 440. 

Livingston, ———-, 901. 

Loan office, and loan of five millions, 
782, 845, 850, 955, 949, 1126; for marine 
committee, 1026; in France, 1036. 

Lockhard, Samuel, major, 332. 

Lockwood, Samuel, 952, 967, 971. 

Logan, speech of, 669. 

Long, Gabriel, 271, 970, 977. 

Long, James, 1035. 

Long, Nicholas, 332. 

Long, Peter, 664. 

Long Island, loyalists, 229; battle of, 715, 
723, 728, 730; prisoners, 830. 
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Longeay (Laugeay), Jean, 749. 

Longeuil, » major, 184. 

Lorah, John, 825. 

Lotbiniére, Chartier de, captain, 184, 934. 

Lotbiniére, Louis, 645, 892, 941. 

Lottery, continental, plan, 917, 957; reg- 
ulation of prizes, 959, 963, 993, 1126; 
managers, 968, 973, 981; agents, 994; 
counterfeiting, 986; time for drawing, 
1007. 

Loudon, George, 350. 

Love, David, 478. 

Lovell, James, 32, 607, 690n. 

Lowdon, John, 4038. 

Lowell, John, 122. 

Lower Penns Neck, N. J., 308. 

Lowry, Thomas, 17, 46, 89, 95, 105, 150, 
228, 297, 325, 825, 869, 946, 952. 

Loyalists, 20, 203, 205, 271. 

Luckett, Thomas Hussey, 540. 

Ludlow, Gabriel G., 28, 114. 

Ludwig, Charles, 956, 972, 974. 

Ludwig, , captain, 639, 

Lumeden, R, 892. 

Lux, George, 1046. 

Lux, William, 301, 1046. 

Lynch, Thomas, a delegate from South Caro- 
lina. Credentials, 305. Committees: 
State of colonies, 48; New York letter, 
58; trade, 63; Schuyler’s letter, 65; letter 
to Canadians, 79; war office, 85; to New 
York, 92n, 94; military departments, 
188. Mentioned, 91, 94, 168. 

Lynch, Thomas, jr., a delegate from South 
Carolina. Credentials, 306. Committees: 
Hopkins, 337; Kirkland, 337; Wood- 
ward, 337; Francis, 415; expresses, 419; 
journals, 572; North Carolina, 617; 
military academy, 888; Livingston, 848, 
910. Debates, 1077,:1078, 1080. Men- 
tioned, 756. 

Lynch, 835, 870. 

Lynn, ———, 852. 

Lyon, Benjamin, 824. 

Lyon, Samuel, 336. 


McCabe, George, 831. 
McCallister, , colonel, 658. 
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McCandless, James, captain, 639. 

McCarroll, William, 663. 

McCarty, William, 259. 

McClean, Neil, 629. 

McClean, , 811. 

McClean, , 886, 958. 

McCleland, John, lieutenant, 878. 

McCleland, William, 228. 

McClenaghan, Hugh, 100. 

McClenachan, ———, 756. 

McClene, James, 437. 

McClery, James, 315. 

McClure, David, 758. 

McClure, James, 478. 

McClure, John, 1046. 

McCoon, , 761. 

McComber, Matthew, 836. 

McConnaugh, James, 943. 

McCree, James, 828. 

McCue, William, 831, 832. 

McCulloch, Alexander, 992. 

McCulloch, George, 220. 

McDonald, Alexander, colonel, 190, 246, 
256, 562, 748, 819, 892, 1010. 

McDonald, Allan, sr., 748, 892, 1010. 

McDonald, Allan, jr., 261, 743, 892, 1010. 

McDonald, Allan (of Kingsborough), 240, 
264, 287, 373, 530, 819. 

McDonald, Angus, 743. 

McDonald, Archibald, 743, 1010. 

McDonald, Donald, brigadier-general, 
728, 735, 736, 742, 818, 836, 844, 904. 

McDonald, Duncan, 305. 

McDonald, George, 743. 

McDonald, Kenneth, 1040. 

McDonald, Rennel, 748, 892, 1010. 

McDonald, , lieutenant, 79, 642. 

McDonnell, James, 334. 

McDonough, James, 308. 

McDonough, Thomas, 226. 

McDougall, Alexander, brigadier-general, 
641, 824. 

McDowell, James, captain, 759. 

McDowell, James, 759. 

McDowell, John, captain, 769. 

McDowell, William, 271. 

McEnry, Thomas, 152. 

MeGeary, William, 759. 
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McGee, Alexander, 308, 317. 

McGill, William, 643. 

McHenry, James, 698, 705. 

McHenry, John, 1046. 

McIntosh, Lachlan, 
761. 

McKay, Aineas, 268, 596, 752, 753, 759, 
885, 976, 1013, 1033, 1036. 

McKay, William, 863. 

McKean, Thomas, a delegate from Dela- 
ware. Committees: Canada battalion, 
40; Stirling’s letter, 55; recruiting in- 
structions, 58; qualifications, 61; claims, 
65; apprentices, 96; Schuyler, 108; pris- 
oners, 109, 116, 262; Heard, 113; Hep- 
burn, 125; Washington’s letter, 172; 
Philadelphia jail, 246; McKnight, 246; 
McDonald, 246; Tea, 259; Hewes, 273; 
counterfeit bills, 321; Simons, 324; Hop- 
kins, 337; Kirkland, 337; Livingston 
contract, 338; McPherson, 415; confed- 
eration, 433; treasury, 460; blankets, 
822; New York, 831. Report, 545n. 
Debates, 1075. Mentioned, 119, 133, 228, 
309, 360n, 411, 436, 444, 520n. 

McKellup, Joseph, 819. 

McKenzie, George, 744. 

McKenzie, John, captain, 781, 886, 892. 

McKenzie, John (N. C.), 892. 

McKenzie, Samuel, 1012, 1058. 

McKesson, John, 14. 

McKinley, John, 1000. 

McKnight, James, 246, 256, 374, 384, 
390. 

McLeod, Alexander, 1040. 

McLeod, Donald, 1040. 

McLeod, William, 597, 941. 

McMurray, William, 571, 737. 

McNair, Andrew, 349, 471, 949. 

McNeill, Hector, 444, 861. 

McPherson, Daniel, 334. 

McPherson, John, captain, 30n, 44, 83. 

McPherson, John, major, 199, 226, 241, 
415, 544. 

McPherson, Robert, 378. 

McWhorter, Alexander, 899. 

Madison, James, 146n. 


brigadier-general, 
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Magaw, Robert, colonel, 24, 215, 224, 431, 
433, 732, 988. 

Magazines, 401, 414, 966, 1031, 1033, 1039; 
Carlisle, 1044; Brookfield, 1044. 

Mails, opening of, 288. 

Major-generals, to be appointed, 356, 359; 
aid majors, 994. 

Malmedy, 783, 809. 

Maltby, Jonathan, 697. 

Manes, Isaac, 601. 

Manley, John, captain, 290, 343, 454, 835, 
861, 870. 

Mann, Andrew, captain, 759. 

Mansfield, Peleg, 919. 

Manufactures, societies of, 224, 1072. 

Mare Anthony, 193. 

Marec, 1042n. 

Marine, committee, membership, 1065, 
186, 214, 369, 463, 556, 628, 869; form 
of, 80n; sell coal, 227; purchase vessels, 
201, 288, 592; build vessels, 251, 280, 
476, 700; shipwrights, 466, 508; rec- 
ommendation, 444; examine Whipple 
and Saltonstal, 507; inquire into Hop- 
kins, 545; stores, 652, 659; money, 711; 
frigates, 867; prize money, 883; aid, 906. 

Marine affairs, 1127. 

Marines, arms, 697; at Fort Montgomery, 
811; officers, 913, 954; prize money, 
913; sick, 921. 

Markham, John, major, 864. 

Marmajou, Anthony, 176. 

Marquis of Kildare, 896. 

Marselis, Gyshert, 110. 

Marshall, Benjamin, and brother, 317, 
811, 881. 

Marshall, 
132, 649. 

Marsteller, Philip, 1010. 

Martin, Alexander, colonel, 332. 

Martin, James, 836. 

Martin, Jonathan, lieutenant, 667. 

Martin, Josiah, 574, 592. 

Martin, Samuel, 28, 114. 

Martin, William, 346. 

Martindale, Sion, captain, 758, 867, 883. 

Martinique, 120, 176, 193. 


Thomas, lieutenant-colonel, 
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Martler’s Rock, 34, 152. 

Mary, sloop, 919. 

Maryland, credentials of delegates, 574, 
962; on office holding, 125n; committee 
or council of safety, 40, 286, 298, 299, 
316, 440, 696, 980, 1029; powder, 272; 
convention, 389; militia for flying 
camp, 400, 418, 526; German battalion, 
488; favors independence, 504; supplies 
for troops, 596, 650, 756, 759, 1003; bat- 
talions, 666, 898; bounties, 912; new 
levies, 947, 1058; militia, 1003, 1006, 
1015. 

Maskell, Daniel, 343. 

Mason, George, 712, 920. 

Massachusetts Bay, credentials of dele- 
gates, 122; payment of troops, 54n; 
regiment for Canada, 99; accounts 
against continent, 180; lead, 186; gen- 
eral officer, 345, 356; battalions, 355, 
360, 3880; supplies, 394; tents, 474; 
militia for Canada, 399, 410, 479; for 
New York, 400, 412; militia supplies, 
623, 657; treaties with Indians, 651; 
battalion for Rhode Island, 734; boun- 
ties, 944; money, 973; troops for Ticon- 
deroga, 1038; assembly, 787; council, 
506, 613, 621. 

Massenbach, 241. 

Massey, Samuel, 194. 

Masters, William, 194. 

Mates, surgeon’s, 466. 

Mathers, Peter, 818. 

Matlack, Timothy, 76, 80, 119, 226, 309, 
320, 448, 487, 540, 544, 603. 

Mattresses for Canada, 74; in Massachu- 
setts, 99. 

Matthews, Thomas, 54, 56. 

Matthewson, John, 1060. 

Matthias, , captain, 893. 

Maxwell, William, brigadier-general, 39, 
46, 70, 76, 89, 105, 106, 150, 162, 739, 898. 

Mayberry, Thomas, 443, 489. 

Mayot, John, 392, 408. 

Mead, Israel, 387. 

Meade, George & Co., 119, 747. 

Meads, Stephen, 601. 
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Measam, George, 636, 700, 706, 717, 841, 
852, 864, 880. 

Mease, James, 70, 91, 99, 108, 108, 116, 130, 
156, 176, 180, 197, 211, 214, 289, 248, 256, 
276, 279, 322, 390, 458, 478, 524, 625, 528, 
581, 548, 568, 603, 622, 635, 640, 650, 652, 
658, 666, 700, 717, 719, 728, 734, 735, 742, 
748, 749, 750, 751, 753, 754, 810, 820, $21, 
823, 834, 887, 842, 856, 860, 867, 886, 887, 
908, 967, 982, 990, 998, 999, 1001, 1003, 
1006, 1008, 1012, 1013, 1014, 1015, 1026, 
1082. : 

Mease, John, 117, 194. 

Mease and Caldwell, 656, 673, 712. 

Mecklin, Devalt, 759. 

Medal, Boston, 234, 991. 

Medford, Mass., 387. 

Medicines, committee, 468, 636, 1065;. pur- 
chase, 180, 661; chests, 188, 197; Vir- 
ginia, 348; Canada, 453, 622, 781, 812, 
822; militia, 528; southern department, 
622; hospitals, 633; import, 717; abuses, 
983; continental, 1024. 

Mediterranean passes, 814. 

Meigs, Return Jonathan, 658, 665. 

Melchior, Isaac, 188, 190, 287, 540. 

Melchior, Leonard, 287. 

Mellen, James, major, 824. 

Meng, Jacob, 292. 

Meng, Melchior, 118, 421, 721, 818. 

Meng, Wollore, 189, 948. 

Menson, Henry, 743. 

Mentges, Francis, 557n, 566, 869. 

Mercer, Alexander, 993. 


“Mercer, Hugh, brigadier-general, 420, 


424; colonel, 132; to flying camp, 597. 
Letters, 575, 601, 618, 616, 620, 624, 633, . 
647, 652, 705, 715, 739, 839, 842, 869, 889, 
939, 971. Mentioned, 503, 684, 649, 656, 

- 662, 666, 810, 875, 896, 903. 

Mercer, James, 863. 

Meredith, Jonathan, 637. 

Merkle, Johann Philip, 403. 

Merryman, John, jr., 1046. 

Mertlet, Hardouin, 672, 716. 

Mesplet, Fleury, 168, 173. 

Metcalf, Simon, 489. 
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Metopsica, Indian, 669. 

Meyers, Christian, 825. 

Michael, Eberhart, 910. 

Micmac Indians, 651. 

Middleton, Alexander, 912. 

Middleton, Arthur, a delegate from South 
Carolina; credentials, 305; declines, 306. 
Committees: Lee’s letter, 368; marine, 
369; conference, 391; Cedars cartel, 446; 
Canada, 474; blankets, 822; artillery 
yard, 988; cavalry, 992. Mentioned, 
659n, 1081. 

Middleton, Henry, a delegate from South 
Carolina, 15. 

Miers, David, 663. 

Miers, Eliezer, captain, 759. 

Mifflin, John, 732. 

Mifflin, Thomas, brigadier-general, 238, 
359, 383, 388, 391, 394, 399, 406, 407, 732, 
838, 839, 844n, 878, 880, 894, 897, 940, 
953, 972, 979, 980, 1017, 1027, 1038. 

Miles, Samuel, colonel, 483, 544n, 933, 993, 
1008. 

Military academy, 860. 

Militia, imprisoned in Canada, 191; mus- 
ter rolls, 312; pay, 327, 400, 412, 1034; 
accoutred, 415; regulations, 418; New 
York, 452; allowance to ouicers, 757; 
court martial, 805; for Schuyler, 895; 
Washington, 921; accounts, 1036, 1127. 

Millenberger, Michael, 756. 

Miller, Alexander, 729. 

Miller, Caspar, 544. 

Miller, Charles, 384, 386, 393. 

Miller, Christopher, 423. 

Miller, Finley, 597. 

Miller, Jacob, 785. 

Miller, Mary, 294. 

Miller, Robert, 309. 

Miller, Samuel, captain, 656, 759. 

Miller, Sebastian, 930. 

Milligan, James, 194, 612. 

Mills, Abraham, 469. 

Minerva, 871. 

Mirtle, , 592, 

Mitchell, John, 904. 

Moale, John, 1046. 
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Moeballe, 667. 

Mohegan Indians, 111, 473, 983n. 

Molasses duty, 580, 771. 

Molly, sloop, 238, 958. 

Money, accounts, 32; weekly returns, 628. 

Monmouth county, N. J., 283, 288, 396, 
508. 


Monopolizers, 906, 916, 980. 

Montague, N. J., 251, 276, 282. 

Montauk Indians, 111. 

Montgomery, Hugh, 478. 

Montgomery, James, captain, 998. 

Montgomery, John, 242, 517, 922n, 1005, 
1021. 

Montgomery, Richard, brigadier-general, 
letters, 37; death, 64, 78, 82; memorial, 
89; orations on, 122, 160, 200, 1117; ac- 
counts, 524, Mentioned, 40, 44, 91, 308, 
313, 619, 657, 746, 756, 928, 942. 

Montgomery, frigate, 423, 444, 697, 891. 

Montreal, 182, 200, 219, 330, 611. 

Montresor Island, 201. 

Moody, Walker, 646. 

Moore, James, brigadier-general, 181, 315, 
733, 762, 849, 956. 

Moore, John, sr., 27. 

Moore, John, jr., 28. 

Moore, Joseph, colonel, 31, 639, 643. 

Moore, Nathaniel, 27, 114. 

Moore, P., 250, 331. 

Moore, Robert, 487. 

Moore, William, 901. 

Moore, , captain, 910. 

Morgan, Abel, 478. 

Morgan, Daniel, 114, 168, 292, 405, 663, 
860, 868. 

Morgan, George, 268, 269, 292, 294, 318, 
346, 350, 359, 396, 437, 509, 652, 664, 671, 
695, 789, 752, 786, 980, 1005, 1012. 

Morgan, John, Dr., 460, 556, 568, 595, 673, 
857, 869, 903, 989. 

Morgan, John, lieutenant, 54, 84. 

Morris, Abel, 220. 

Morris, Anthony, 194. 

Morris, Jacob, 930. 

Morris, John, 596. 
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Morris, Lewis, a delegate from New York. 
Committees: Seamen, South Carolina, 60; 
clothing, 103; muskets, 169; powder, 
171; Washington letter, 172; Indian 
trade, 182; Canada army, 192; White 
Eyes, 208; Indian affairs, 319. Men- 
tioned, 164n, 396, 437. 

Morris, Robert, a delegate from Pennsyl- 
vania. Credentials, 596; statement, 
469n. Committees: Trade, 63; war office, 
85; secret committee, 104; ways and 
means, 200; fortifying ports, 233; Mc- 
Knight, 246; McDonald, 246; tea, 259; 
money, 830, 1776; Mrs. Bellew, .339; 
exchange seamen, 340; Canada affairs, 
363; price of salt, 365; treaties, 433, 
Champlin, 502; Hopkins’s vessel, 516; 
prisoners’ plot, 543; confiscation, 572; 
Mease and Caldwell, 673; pirates, 692; 
prizes, 694; posts, 718; clothing, 810; 
letter of credence, 827; wharf builder, 
894; navy officers, 914; executive com- 
mittee, 1032; executive boards, 1042. 
Letters, 1028, 1037, 1042, 1050, 1058. 
Mentioned, 284, 303, 390, 851, 995, 1026, 
1029. 

Morris, Samuel, 194, 615, 616. 

Morris, Samuel C., 194. 

Morris, Thomas, 194. 

Morris, Willing & Co., 60, 943. 

Morrison, Samuel, 716. 

Morton, John, a delegate from Pennsylva- 
nia. Credentials, 596. Commitices: Nel- 
son, 101; rations, 118; South Carolina, 
368; flying camp, 562, Mentioned, 226, 
482, 612, 615, 622, 624, 625, 628, 635, 
636, 639, 674, 

Morton, Perez, 122. 

Mosengeil, Anthony, 502, 729. 

Mosley, Robert, 759. 

Mott, Gershom, 942, 

Mott, Jacob, 28, 114, 

Motte, Edward, 17, 25. 

Moultrie, William, brigadier-general, 462, 
593, 761. 

Mount Independence, 990, 1048, 

Mountz, William, 759. ; 

Mouse, Philip, 656. 
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Mowatt, Henry, 179. 

Moylan, Stephen, quartermaster-general, 
419, 428, 566, 838, 839, 844n, 865. 

Mullin, Robert, 478. 

Murray, James, captain, 717. 

Murray, John, 228, 

Murray, William, captain, 995. 

Murray, Sansom & Co., 117, 120, 124. 
Muskets, committee, 169, 192, 212, 223; 
from West Indies, 366; bounty, 478. 

Musquito, 861. 

Muster regulations, 791; marks for flying 
camp, 876; infantry, 881, 993; militia 
rolls, 312. 

Mutiny, punishment of, 789. 

Mygat, Epaphras, 721. 

Mylé, Jacob, 910. 


Naeff, Daniel, 949. 

Nagle, George, 30n, 31. 

Nancy, brig, 169, 174. 

Nanticoke Indians, 670, 933. 

Nash, Francis, colonel, 332. 

Naval stores, export, 115, 131. 

Navy, committee, 90, 1065; money for, 
116; rank of officers, 290; expenditures, 
782; continental captains, 861; oath. 
861, 868; pay and rank of officers, 914; 
agents, 929, 933, 946, 958; increase, 970. 

Nebbinger, Andrew, 877. 

Necessaries for army, 810, 820. 

Neely, Benjamin, 759. 

Neeper, William, 228. 

Nefeu, -———,, colonel, 217. 

Neff, John Melchior, 861. 

Neff, Thomas de, 1014. 

Negroes, enlistment of free, 60; captured, 
874; voting influence, 1079, 1099. 

Neilson, William, 864. 

Nelson, John, captain, 101, 102, 207, 238, 
250, 263, 271, 276, 294, 349, 378, 379, 
380, 482, 483, 663, 723, 764, 888, 978. 

Nelson, John, 72. 

Nelson, Thomas, a delegate from Virginia. 
Credentials, 712. Committees: Murray, 
117; Hepburn, 125; treasury, 157; con- 
federation, 433; cavalry, 992; treas- 
ury board, 1038; executive boards, 
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1042. Mentioned, 168, 544, 696, 709, 
788, 751, 754, 756, 762, 979, 982, 1008. 

Nesbit, John Maxwell, 301, 478. 

Nevill, Thomas, 643. 

Neville, John, 129, 268. 

Nevilling, John, 903. 

New Brunswick, N. J., 30. 

New Canaan, Conn., lead mine, 153. 

New England, defence of, 400, 412, 1009. 

New Hampshire, credentials of delegates, 
177, 920; battalions, 40, 71, 357, 380; 
regiment for Canada, 99, 399, 411, 479; 
committee of safety, 179, 188, 189, 609, 
848; convention, 183, 508; grants, 335, 
405, 416; money, 637; troops for Ticon- 
deroga, 1088. 

New Jersey, credentials of delegates, 161, 
489, 1002; battalions, 39, 47, 81, 113, 
181n, 227, 228, 325; allowance for, 98, 
150, 874; field officers, 128, 150; militia, 
127, 166, 207, 238, 272, 400, 412, 597, 
634, 635; powder and supplies, 150, 448, 
787; defence of, 516, 519, 541, 1123; 
live stock, 571; convention, 123n, 129, 
150, 173, 175, 212, 464, 468, 471, 473, 
503, 507, 523, 539, 541, 545, 598, 618, 
634, 662; assembly, 729, 809; commit- 
tee of satety, 234, 241; money for dele- 
gates, 1013. 

New London, Conn., cannon, 827, 406, 
595; fortification, 476. 

New Providence, 60, 285, 289, 295, 333, 
337, 375, 847, 958. 

New Windsor, N. Y., 810. 

New York, powers to delegates, 14; State 
of, 17, 25, 31, 34; arms for New Jersey, 
18; salt, 39; fortifying Narrows, 45; 
militia, 42, 207, 238, 272, 399, 400, 411, 
412, 452, 754; battalions, 40, 69, 71, 120, 
994; Lee, 92n, 96, 201; defence, 127, 542; 
Canada regiments, 110, 158, 471, 481; 
rations for troops, 133, 150, 159, 160; 
field officers, 181, 189; enemy’s force, 
399; troops at, 344, 749, 808, 842; artil- 
lery regiment, 325; disaffected, 441; 
salted provisions, 437; on independ- 
ence, 505n, 560; accounts, 593; money, 
807, 880; damage to, 733; communica- 
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tion with, 939; government, 1074; con- 
vention, 182, 196, 206, 428, 437, 441, 602, 

‘ 647, 720, 810, 830, 881, 841, 854, 891, 905, 
927, 978; committee of safety, 58, 55, 
104, 112, 152, 159, 322, 326, 808, 993. 

Newbury, Conn., 342, 

Newburyport, Mass., 393. 

Newfoundland, 1056. 

Newkirk, Isaac, 101, 102. 

Newport, R. I., 35, 36, 357, 406. 

Newtown, N.Y., 27. 

Niagara, N. Y., reduction of, 878, 394. 

Nice, John, 892. 

Nichols, Francis, lieutenant, 860, 877, 893. 

Nichols, Samuel, 478. 

Nichols, Thomas, 1038. 

Nichols, » major, 697. 

Nicholson, George, 613, 614, 739, 758, 852, 
861. 

Nicholson, James, 423. 

Nicholson, John, 190, 471, 697, 995. 

Nicholson, , colonel, 611, 623. 

Nicola, Lewis, 265. 

Niger, 872. 

Nixon, John, 301, 641, 946. 

Nixon, John, jr., 373. 

Noble, Caleb, 824. 

Noble, Peter, 445. 

Nolan, Philip, 610. 

North Carolina, officers’ commissions, 14; 
defence, 15, 17, 957; powder and sup- 
plies, 48, 124, 331, 333n, 683, 647, 736, 
881; battalions, 59, 237, 331, 733, 761; 
money, 91, 702, 889; naval stores, 131; 
bills paid, 200; prisoners, 273, 322, 389, 
391, 483, 616, 885, 1029, 1034; letters, 
814, 323, 331; instructions to delegates, 
897; State of, 617, 623; rangers, 624; 
lead, 658; fortifying Cape Fear River, 
908; money to delegates, 963; troops for 
Washington, 1044; council of safety, 
842. 

North River, 34, 866. 

Northampton, Conn., 409; county, Pa., 
603, 977; militia, 31, 40, 41, 197, 209, 210, 
211, 213, 237. 

Northumberland, Pa., 161, 184. 

Norwich, Conn., 352. 
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Nourse, James, 1042. 

Nourse, John, 948, 1054.. 

Nova Scotia, expedition against, 155, 1056; 
petition, 807; Indians, 527. . 

Nubile, 667. 

Nurses, wages, 858. 


Oaths, inspectors of press, 165; test pro- 
hibited, 195; Tryon, 273, 316n; secre- 
tary board of war, 485; army and navy, 
781, 790, 861, 868, 893; courts-martial, 
801; committee of treasury, 980. 

Obrian, » 155. 

Occum, Sampson, 109, 111. 

Office holding, Maryland resolves, 125n. 

Officers, rank, 29, 226, 290, 918, 954; dis- 
obedient, 83; prisoners, 31, 42, 51, 66, 
88, 105, 464; promotion, 342; general, 
401, 413, 414; courts-martial, 472; serv- 
ing in Canada, 445, 471, 479, 518, 602, 
609; French, 758, 757; militia allow- 
ance, 757; state appointments, 763; 
double commissions, 781, 784; effects 
of dead, 804; pay, 853, 1033; quality, 
858; allowance, 855, 873, 891; oath, 
893; prize money, 918. 

Ogden, Matthias, lieutenant-colonel, 188, 
$24. 

Ogden, Robert, 951, 952. 

O’Hara, James, 220. 

O’Hara, William, 948. 

Ohio, garrisons on, 634. 

Olney, Joseph, 861. 

Orange County, N. Y., 42, 517. 

Ord, George, 930. 

Ord, John, 194. 

Ordnance to Cambridge, 38. 

Orne, » 232n, 

Osborne, George Jerry, 601. 

Osborne, John, 482. 

Osgood, James, captain, 537. 

Oswald, Eleazar, 952, 967. 

Oswego, fort at, 542. 

Ott, Adam, 101, 102. 

Ottendorf, Nicholas Dietrich, 935, 937, 
1007, 1026, 

Oury, Wendal, captain, 759. 

Owen, Robert, jr., 603. 
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Oxford, 850. 
Oyster Bay, N. Y., 28. 


Paca, William, a delegate from Maryland. 
Credentials, 574, 962. Committees: 
Church, 62; New York, 104; Northum- 
berland—Pittsburg, 162; powder, 171; 
Falmouth petition, 179; Canada, 474; 
Vidal, 572; blankets, 822; camp, 973. 
Mentioned, 55n, 127, 160, 163, 986. 

Packet, capture of Amboy, 188, 214, 

Paddock, Seth, 17. 

Page, Joseph, 265. 

Paine, Robert Treat, a delegate from the 
Massachusetts Bay. Credentials, 122. 
Committees: Schuyler’s letter, 35; New 
York letter, 53; cannon, 55; seamen, 
South Carolina, 60; Indian affairs, 95; 
apprentices, 96; New York, 104; naval 
stores, 115; muskets, 169; powder, 171, 
425; Mease, 180; Philadelphia jail, 246; 
Washington’s letter, 316; Lee’s letter, 
$68; Cedars cartel, 446; rules of order, 
468; wounded, 469; Canada, 474; sul- 
phur, 502; intercepted letters, 575; 
Mease and Caldwell, 673; Thistle, 747; 
New York, 808; blankets, 822; Eliza- 
beth, 835; oath, 861; Keppele, 885; 
prizes, 885; Maryland battalions, 898; 
Eyre, 902; Bache, 908; Betsey, 932; Vul- 
can, 986; artillery yard, 988; cavalry, 
992, Report, 533n. Debates, 1101. Men- 
twned, 164n, 693. 

Painter, Elisha, 477n, 518, 754. 

Painter, Gamaliel, 519. 

Palfrey, William, 315, 334, 369, 398, 415, 
458, 459, 506, 529, 733, 930. 

Palmer, J., 185. 

Palmer, Thomias, 81n. 

Palmer, , captain, 896. 

Palmes, Richard, 604. 

Paper makers in militia, 593. 

Park, Joseph, lieutenant-colonel, 643. 

Parke, William, 729. 

Parker, Joseph, 194. 

Parker, Jogiah, lieutenant-colonel, 132, 
863, ; 

Parker, Richard, major, 864. 
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Parker, Samuel, 893. 

Parker, Hyde, captain, 214. 

Parliament, trade acts, 222n, 229, 274. 

Parole of prisoners, 107, 115, 119, 220, 
$71. 

Parry, Caleb, 80n, 785. 

Parsons, Samuel Holden, brigadier-gen- 
eral, 609, 641, 644, 692, 928. . 

Parsons, Thomas, 1044. 

Parsons, , 35, 661, 

Partisans, employment, 395. 

Partridge, Samuel, 370. 

Paschal, Stephen, 165, 697, 702. 

Passaic River ferries, 634. 

Passes, Mediterranean, 814. 

Paterson, William, 161, 490, 662. 

Patterson, John, 14, 612. 

Patterson, Samuel, 76, 411. 

Patton, John, 831, 392. 

Patton, Robert, 379, 1018, 1085. , 

Patton, William, 862. 

Paulding, William, 260. 

Pawling, Albert, 481. 

Pay of troops, 47, 60; assistant engineers 
and chaplains, 61; Pennsylvania bat- 
talions, 138; seamen on prizes, 214; 
militiaat Cambridge, 327; soldiers, New 
York, 344; engineers, 401; assistant 
quartermaster-general, 419; regimental 
surgeons, 419; troops middle depart- 
ment, 428; secretary board of war, 438; 
secretary of Congress, 429, 442; sur- 
geons, 570; stoppage, 619; disabilities, 
702; adjutants, 787; marines, 954; offi- 
cers, 1033. 

Paymaster-general, deputy, 44, 627; bills, 
60, 714; regimental, 418, 479. 

Peace commissioners, 828, 868; proposi- 


tions from Howe, 781, 787; committee 


to receive, 738, 755, 766. 
Peachy, William, colonel, 132, 388, 649. 
Peacock, , lieutenant, 996. 
Pearson, Isaac, 194. 

Peeble, William, 904. 
Pelieur, James, 721. 
Pelissier, Christopher, 594, 615, 626. 
Pell, Samuel Tredwell, 559. 
Pellawa, 786. 
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Penalties for aiding captives, 284. 
Pendleton, Edmund, 351, 505n, 879. 
Pendleton, James Yancey, 387. 
Pendleton, , lieutenant, 828. 
Penet, P., 16, 869. 

Penobscot Indians, 527. ; 

Penn, John, a delegate from North Carolina. 
Committees: Washington’s letter, 128; 
Hepburn, 125; military departments, 
133; Secord, 225; Canada, 741; cloth- 
ing, 865. 

Penn, John, governor, 574, 592, 

Pennsylvania, credentials of delegates, 
508; field officers, 28; battalions, 29, 
50, 53, 58, 390, 480; first battalion, 89, 
62, 76, 77, 85, 87; recruiting, 64; money 
for troops, 72, 98, 116, 180, 156, 239, 240, 
255, 271, 276, 819, 822, 445; powder, 124; 
tea, 183; complaint, 184; Connecticut 
lands, 288, 698; governor and Indians, 
808; militia for New York, 400; for 
flying camp, 400, 418, 469n, 598; for 
Delaware, 436; riflemen, 452; accedes 
to independence, 478; German battal- 
ions, 488, 590; militia pay, 531, 819; 
conference, 572; associations, 543, 591; 
western frontiers, 590, 699, 902; de- 
serters, 831; money, 834; hospital, 948, 
1006; defence, 516, 519, 1123; conven- 
tion, 630, 701; assembly, 995; commit- 
tee of safety, 120, 164, 176, 184, 272, 815, 
$33, 481, 439, 443, 460, 502, 509, 755, 840, 
1009; council of safety, 631, 687, 657, 
868, 901, 957, 979, 994, 1000, 1024, 1037, 
1040. 

Penrose, Joseph lieutenant-colonel, 30, 
50n, 988. 

Pensacola, 1057. 

Pensions for disabled, 702. 

Pepin, André, 646, 721, 748. 

Perkins, William, 892, 

Perry, Ebenezer, 386. 

Peterman, Jacob, 826. 

Peters, Richard, secretary board of war, 
488, 444, 485n, 526, 657n, 692n, 748, 
781n, 818, 848, 876n, 892, 951, 956, 981, 
1088. 

Peterson, Peter, 764. 


1160 


Petition to King, 21. 

Pettit, Charles, 1002. 

Pettus, Sir John, 995. 

Pews, Samuel, 818. 

Phelps, Noah, 293, 308. 

Philadelphia, committee of inspection, 30, 
303, 320, 390, 392; associations, 151, 348, 
356; traders petition, 180, 200, 210, 211, 
213; jail, 239; barracks, 272, 971; can- 
non, 333, 406, 445; militia, 508, 523; 
quarters for troops, 559, 637, 863; de- 
fence, 940, 951, 1015, 1026; house of 
employment, 990. 

Phile, Frederick, 487. 

Philips, Michael, 611. 

Philips, Peter, 386. 

Phipps, David, 697. 

Phips, Aaron, 482. 

Phoenix, 214, 227; sloop, 919. 

Physicians, prisoners, 88. 

Pickering, Timothy, 807n. 

Pierce, John, jr., 880. 

Pierce, Timothy, 943, 950. 

Pierce, William, captain, 995. 

Piercy, Jonathan, 481. 

Piggot, James, captain, 759. 

Pikes, 215, 224. 

Pilem, Jacques, 748. 

Piling, John, 610. 

Pinckney, Charles Cotesworth, 306n. 

Piper, Jchn, lieutenant colonel, 663, 933. 

Pirates, countenanced by Great Britain, 
692. 

Pittsburg, Pa., petition, 161, 184; meet- 
ing of Indians, 267; treaty, 348, 517, 
595, 695; powder, 487; garrison, 505n; 
fort, 542; Indian commissioners, 740, 
749, 752; attack, 922n. 

Places of profit, 419. 

Platt, Richard, 481. 

Pliarne, de, 16. 

Pluckrose, John, 826. 

Plunder, 158. 

Point au Fer, 449. 

Point Levi, 623. 

Polhemus, Johannes, 27, 114. 

Potk, Thomas, colonel, 332. 

Pollard, William, 893. 
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Pollock, John, 622. 

Poole, William, 489, 530. 

Pooplopen’s kill, 34, 153. 

Poor, Enoch, colonel, 780. 

Population of colonies, 156. 

Pork for Canadian army, 296, 303. 

Porter, Andrew, 478. 

Porter, Jabez, 387. 

Porter, Robert, 422. 

Ports, opening, 59, 62, 159n; fortifying, 
233, 288, 476. 

Portsmouth, 393. 

Portugal, 1085, 1057. 

Post-office, committee, 107, 717, 719, 732; 
postage, 43; 155, 294; Philadelphia to 
Ticonderoga, 732; militia service, 526, 
638; at headquarters, 927. 

Posts, frontier, 388, 394. 

Potter, David, 348. 

Potts, Jonathan, 229, 271, 317, 344, 424, 
449n. 

Powder, committee, 171, 634; mills, 18, 
120, 170; privateers, 331, 427, 478, 839; 
sale, 390; quality and inspection, 425, 
440, 713, 729, 1125; flying camp, 662; 
rifle companies, 620; proving cannon, 
781. 

Powers of Washington enlarged, 1045, 
1047, 1053. 

Pownal, Thomas, 478. 

Prahl, Lewis, 698. 

Prejent, V. de Coetry, 764. 

Prentice, Samuel, major, 644. 

Prescott, Richard, brigadier-general, 16, 
28, 78, 88, 89, 91, 101, 105, 107, 112, 118, 
146, 205, 261, 265, 313, 389, 618, 633, 735, 
736, 818, 844, 904. 

Prescott, —-——, colonel, 291. 

President of Congress, secretary, 77, 517. 

Presque Isle, 542, 562. 

Press, inspectors of, 165. 

Preston, Charles, major, 31, 67, 741. 
Price, James, 44, 64n, 78, 208, 240, 274, 
284, 288, 297, 299, 303, 319, 375, 518. 
Price, Thomas, captain, 48, 168, 918, 1031. 
Price and Hay wood, 250, 612, 632, 648, 650. 

Prices, 320, 591. 

Princeton College tutors, 653. 
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Prisoners, committee on, 261, 854, 958, 
1014, 1023, 1066; St. John’s, 17, 25, 68, 
95; treatment, 22, 66, 361, 370; allow- 
ance to officers, 31; conduct, 42, 51; 
bills of exchange, 52; Kingston, 81, 95; 
Trenton, 81, 115, 218, 220, 422; Lan- 
caster, 88, 164,531; enlistment, 105, 872, 
392, 630, 1009; parole, 107, 220; lists, 
109, 115, 262, 264, 632; Reading, 113, 
116, 531; capitulations, 115, 119; ex- 
penses, 152, 273; Canadian, 162, 848, 
862, 865; subsistence, 175; distribution, 
176; North Carolina, 322, 389, 391, 411, 
483, 616, 885, 1029, 1034; plots to liber- 
ate, 239, 543, 967; prizes, 254; in 
colonies, 275; resolutions, 298, 1120; 
rewards, 894, 452; Hartford, 331; ex- 
change, 362, 458, 460, 530, 594, 598, 665, 
708, 829, 870; board of war, 435; escape, 
464, 1052; York, 523; officers, 540; 
destination, 559, 561; correspondence, 
633; Burlington, 673; Carlisle, 696, 732; 
Philadelphia jail, 848, 895; commissary, 
850; petition, 854; accounts, 870; con- 
dition, 873, 881; Bristol, 915, 1002; 
exemption, 1004; recruiting for Howe, 
1006, 1016; Baltimore, 1030. 

Privateers, rules, 229; commission, 247; 
instructions and commissions, 247; 
bond, 252, 606, 1119; Philadelphia, 445; 
treaty with France, 584, 774. 

Prizes, committee, 885; distribution, 36, 
882; pay of seamen, 214; captures, 229, 
897; agents, 289, 300; sale, 343; refuge, 
694; cargo, 905. 

Prizes in lottery, 959. 

Produce, exports, 414. 

Promotion, rules of, 342, 1043. 

Prospect Hill, commissary, 387. 

Providence, R. I., 893. 

Providence, sloop, 407, 423, 861. 

Provisions, removal, 401, 413; salted, 437, 
825; northern army, 812, 822. 

Prussia, commissioner, 1054. 

Pugh, Samuel, 964. 

Purviance, John, 194, 968. 

Purviance, Samuel, 286n, 990. 

Purviance, Samuel, jr., 38n, 287. 
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Putnam, Israel, major-general, 270, 291, 
417, 661, 1017, 1022, 1025. 

Putnam, Rufus, colonel, 630. 

Putnam, privateer, 736. 

Pyle, William, 741. 


Qualifications, committee on, 61, 214, 488, 
1066. 

Quartermaster-general, 401, 419, 527, 627. 

Quarters for troops regulated, 68. 

Quebec, failure, 64, 79, 82, 149, 157; letter 
to inhabitants, 168; reduction, 236, 302. 

Queens County, N. Y., loyalists, 25, 84. 

Queda (Peter Richman), 621. 

Quotas under confederation, 548, 677. 


Raleigh, 423, 601, 861, 896. 

Ramsay, Peter, 870. 

Randolph, Edmund, 236, $11, 315. 

Randolph, Peyton, 167, 544. 

Randolph, 423, 861, 990, 1024. 

Rangers for Canada, 223, 239; South Car- 
Olina, 606; Georgia, 607; North Caro- 
lina, 624, 

Rank of officers, 29, 34, 226; marine, 913, 
954. 

Ransom, Samuel, 701. 

Ransom, Thomas, 761. 

Rapalje, Jeromus, 28. 

Raser, George, 729. 

Rations for Canada battalions, 48; con- 
tract, 118; prisoners, 191; price, 235, 
477, 780; staff officers, 891; return of 
issues, 965. 

Rawlins, Moses, 486, 663. 

Ray, , 870. 

Read, Andrew, 746. 

Read, Charles, colonel, 740, 864. 

Read, George, a delegate from Delaware. 
Credentials, 1000. Committees: Murray, 
157; powder, 171; Falmouth, 179; War- 
ren, 291; supply of troops, 315; Hand’s 
letter, 326; conference, 391; McPherson, 
415; Treasury, 561; flying camp, 562, 
Mentioned, 168. 

Read, James, brigadier-general, 641. 

Read, John, 759. 
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Read (Reed), Thomas, 423, 649, 695, 861, 
995. 
Read, , captain, 892. 
Reade, Isaac, colonel, 132, 649. 
Reading, Pa., 102, 113, 116, 531, 559. 
Rebecca and Mary, 30. 
Rebecca and Frances, 56. 
Recruiting instructions, 49, 58, 63; al- 
lowance, 113. 
Redman, Joseph, 194. 
Reed, Franklin, 478. 
Reed, Joseph, 180, 339, 409, 419, 613, 
1001. 
Regonville (Reganville), major, 64, 173, 
379, 755. 
Regiment, appointments, 563. 
Reinhart, George, 466. 
Representation in Congress, 837. 
Reprisal, 757, 861. 
Resentment, 1074. 
Retaliation, 21, 26, 539. 
Returns, 342, 418, 792, 858. 
Rhinelander, Frederick, 117, 120, 124. 
Rhode Island, credentials of delegates, 
353; battalions, 347, 734, 742; assem- 
bly memorial, 399; ship carpenters, 
519; money, 728. 
Rhorbeck, Christian, 169. 
Rice, Alpheus, 715. 
Rice, Benjamin, 76. 
Rice, Patrick, 902. 
Rice, William, 590, 825. 
Rice, imports, 989. 
Richards, William, 468. 
Richardson, James, 386. 
Richardson, Thomas, 399. 
Richardson, William, 987, 1031, 1033. 
Richman, Peter, (Queda), 621. 
Richmond, William, colonel, 742. 
Richmond county, N. Y., 121. 
Rickman, William, 364, 761. 
Rifleman, 29, 452, 474, 486. 
Rifles, purchase, 432. 
Rigg, William, 901. 
Rippey, , captain, 1004. 
Risberg, Gustavus, 665, 715, 742, 755, 764, 
818, 888, 889, 934, 1013, 1024. 
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Risk, Charles, 930. 

Rittenhouse, David, 163, 863n. 

Ritter, William, 825. 

Ritzema, Rudolphus, colonel, 151, 234, 238. 

Roberdeau, Daniel, brigadier-general, 91, 
391, 432, 624. 

Roberts, Charles, 741, 807, 827, 882, 897. 

Roberts, Robert, 194. 

Robertson, Daniel, 352, 361, 392, 408. 

Robertson, James, general, 178, 185. 

Robison, Andrew, 6382. 

Robinson, Daniel, 210, 211, 213. 

Robingon, Elizabeth, 877, 948. 

Robinson, Isaiah, 861. 

Robinson, James, 861. 

Roche, John, 881. 

Rockaway, N. Y., 28. 

Rodgers, Philip, 759. 

Rodney, Ceesar, a Delegate from Delaware. 
Committees: Qualifications, 61; claims, 
66; New York, 104; supply of troops, 
315; Washington letter, 316, 337; Wood- 
ward, 337; expresses, 419; Canada, 524. 

Roebuck, 274, 345. 

Rogers, John, a Delegate from Maryland. 
Committees: Cannon, 55; qualifications, 
61; claims, 66; Indian Affairs, 95; ex- 
presses, 419; marine, 463. Mentioned, 
127, 175n. 

Rogers, Robert, major, 503, 523. 

Romans, Bernard, 53, 63, 133, 243, 257, 
266, 892. 

Romboiet precinct, N. Y., 80. 

Ross, Alexander, 286, 316, 317, 343, 344, 
347, 360, 652, 740. 

Ross, George, a delegate from Pennsylvania. 
Credentials, 596. Committees: Blankets, 
822; Livingston, 848, 910; wharf build- 
ers, 894; internal enemies, 915; M. 
Livingston, 959; camp, 973. Mentioned, 
220, 403, 986, 992. 

Ross, Hugh, 934. 

Ross, James, major, 30n, 50, 152, 319, 561, 
823, 826. 

Ross, Perin, 701. 

Ross, William, 655, 701, 892. 

Roughhead, William, 392, 408. 
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Rouville, J. B. H. de, 894. 

Rouville, René O. H. de, 748, 805, 894, 
900. 

Rowe, John, 870, 835. 

Rowlwagen, Frederick, 590, 825. 

Roxbury, Mass., 386, 387. 

Royal Exchange, 939. 

Royall, Marcus Lucullus, 744, 911. 

Roziére, Lewis Lhuilier de, 35. 

Rudolph, Tobias, 639. 

Rules of war, 302, 442; debate, 468, 532, 
572, 1010, 

Rummel, Frederick, 877. 

Rumsey, Benjamin, a delegate from Mary- 
land. Credentials, 962. Mentioned, 
947n, 978. 

Rush, Benjamin, a delegate from Pennsyl- 
vania, Credentials, 596. Committees: 
Vidal, 572; powder, 634; medicines, 
636; northern army, 812; prisoners, 854, 
919; intelligence, 886; Livingston, 910. 
Debates, 1081, 1104. Mentioned, 120, 
863n, 921, 941. 

Russe, Louis, 646. 

Russel, Thomas, 1046, 

Rutherford, Alexander, 900. 

Rutherford, Thomas, 868. 

Rutledge, Edward, a delegate from South 
Carolina. Credentials, 305. Committees: 
State of colonies, 48; claims, 66; war 
office, 85; Schuyler, 108; Heard, 113; 
Stirling’s letter, 115; journals, 117; 
Washington’s letter, 123, 316; North- 
umberland-Pittsburg, 162; powder, 171; 
Mease, 180; James Drane, 184; marine, 
186, 369; New York defenses, 196; 
Secord, 225; eastern department, 311; 
Indian affairs, 319; money, 1776, 330; 
preamble, 342; conference report, 344n; 
Jacobs, 347; Canada, 363; conference, 
384; address to people, 402; aid to 
enemy, 407; secretary, 429; confedera- 
tion, 433; board of war, 438; rules of 
debate, 468; Lee, 608; Washington’s 
letter, 672, 830; Howe, 738; New York, 
831; prizes, 885; Maryland battalions, 
898; monopolizers, 906; Betsey, 932, 964; 
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enlistments, 937. Reports, 309,395. De- 
bates, 1077, 1078, 1080, 1087. Mentioned, 
470, 67072, 809, 869n, 870n, 964. 
Rutledge, John, a delegate from South 
Carolina, Credentials, 305; declines, 
306n. Mentioned, 15, 485, 544. 
Ryan, Michael, 326. 


Sachem, 861. 

Safford, Samuel, 518, 761. 

Sailors, prisoners, 919, 1009. 

St. Augustine, 15, 367n. 

St. Aulaire, Chevalier de, 223, 257. 

St. See Arthur, brigadier-general, 24, 

50n, 104, 120, 154, 220, 257, 641. 

St. Enstatia, 721, 

St. Johns, 68, 95, 394, 395; Indians, 627, 
651, 

St. Lawrence river, 38, 110. 

St. Martin, 602, 624, 

St. Ours, 744, 935. 

Salady, Melchior, 1008. 

Salem county, N. J., 358, 491. 

Salisbury furnace, 807, 988, 1035, 1050. 

Sally, sloop, 35, 256, 257, 374, 384, 919. 

Salt, 39, 200, 825, 831, 849, 859, 880, 906, 
914, 935, 950, 952; price, 365, 397, 404, 
1014; bounty, 398; works, Toms river, 
925. 

Salter, John, 194, 

Saltonstal, Dudley, 439, 507, 542, 649, 696, 
861. 

Saltpeter, 53, 124, 128, 170, 171, 566, 879. 

Sample, Samuel, 250n. 

Sanders, J. F. W., 246, 256. 

Sandystone, N. J., 276, 282. 

Sansom &Co., Murray, 117, 120, 124. 

Santon, John, 392, 408. 

Sarringhause, William, 949. 

Satterlee, William, 942. 

Saurelle, Chevalier, 718. 

Savage, William, 905. 

Savannah, port, 521. 

Schaeffer, George, 590, 825. 

Schalch, Jacob, 911. 

Schenectady, N. Y., 990. 

Schlemmer, Peter, 877. 
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Schoon creek, 450. 

Schott, John Paul, 736, 740. 

Schrauder, Philip, 648, 825. 

Schuyler, Peter, 110. 

Schuyler, Philip, major-general, supplies, 
88; directions, 109, 450; ordered to New 
York, 157; at Albany, 187; provisions 
for Canada, 236,304; commended, 297; 
relations with Gates, 526; desired to 
remain in service, 841; flints, 890; labo- 
ratory, 1051; powder, 1059. Letters, 
37, 48, 64, 76, 77, 79, 107, 123, 147, 151, 
154, 157, 164, 177, 184, 187, 190, 206, 222, 
234, 240, 260, 264, 282, 297, 298, 301, 326, 
352, 358, 361, 388, 392, 408, 420, 428, 435, 

- 440, 442, 444, 450, 459, 466, 477, 503, 524, 
566, 575, 618, 625, 638, 659, 695, 700, 722, 
756, 760, 809, 847, 857, 875, 890, 891, 905, 
920, 928, 951, 957, 989, 1009, 1037, 1042. 
Mentioned, 88, 91, 113, 148, 162, 243, 246, 
808, 309, 317, 322, 361, 375, 597, 618, 621, 
633, 646, 701, 732, 738, 757, 784, 821, 823, 
824, 825, 831, 862, 865, 932, 1048, 1050. 

Scollay, John, 370. 

Scotch hostages, 275. 

Scott, Charles, colonel, 132, 334, 649, 852, 
910, 996. 

Scott, John B., 118. 

Scott, Joseph, 995. 

Scott, Thomas, 227. 

Scull, Nicholas, 76. 

Scull, Peter, major, 228. 

Sea Nymph, 210. 

Seal for United States, 517, 689. 

Seamen for South Carolina, 59, 64, 67; 
bounty, 289; exchange of prisoners, 
840, 345, 460; enlistment of prisoners, 
630; provision for disabled, 702. 

Searle, James, 950n, 968. 

Seayres, John, major, 864. 

Secord, John, 221, 225, 273, 283. 

Secrecy imposed, 827. 

Secret correspondence committee, 345, 
365, 529, 1067. 

Secret committee, 867, 968, 1067; pur- 
chase saltpeter, 40, 53; import of goods, 
97, 856; export produce, 169, 834; ves- 
sels, 290, 846; arms, 831. 
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Secret service money, 985. 

Secretary of Congress, 429, 442, 556; to 
President, 77, 517; to board of war, 
434, 435, 438; of embassy, 834. 

Seeger, Frederick, 747, 861. 

Seelim, Antoine, 1021. 

Seely, Abner, 518. 

Selleck, Simeon, 13. 

Sellers, John, 194. 

Sellers, Nathan, 194, 702, 895. 

Sellers, Samuel, 194. 

Sellers, Thomas, 1046. 

Sellers and Hall, 189. 

Semple, Samuel, 309. 

Senter, ———, 595. 

Sergeant, John, 983. 

Sergeant, Jonathan Dickinson, a delegate 
from New Jersey. Credentials, 161, 1002. 
Committees: Powder, 171; marine, 186; 
southern department, 194; Eve’s peti- 
tion, 325; Hand’s letter, 326. Letters, 
421. 

Servants, indented, 56. 

Sewell, Robert, 893. 

Shaaff, Casper, 163. 

Shackford, Josiah, 601. 

Shad, William, 48. 

Shalets, Jacob, 597. 

Shallus, Jacob, 70, 162, 163, 469, 643. 

Shalor, Timothy, 293. 

Shaw, John, jr., 194. 

Shaw, Nathaniel, jr., 301, 327. 

Shaw, Samuel, 478. 

Shawanese Indians, 270, 786, 1011. 

Sheafe, Jacob, 836, 848, 873n. 

Shee, John, colonel, 24, 50n, 384, 415, 431, 
651, 830, 948. 

Shee, Walter, 194, 668. 

Sheerer, Joseph, 717, 892. 

Sheeting, 652. 

Sheldon, Elisha, 1025. 

Sheldon, Samuel, 824. 

Shenit, , 297, 

Sheppard, Abraham, captain, 529, 867. 

Sheppard, William, 266, 403, 839. 

Sherburne, Henry, major, 455, 534, 561, 
617, 990. 

Sherer, 


, captain, 739. 
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Sherman, Roger, a delegate from Connect- 
icut. Credentials, 57. Committees: 
Trade, 63; Schuyler’s letter, 65; Pres- 
cott, 89; Washington letter, 94, 323; 
Nelson, 101; subsistence New York 
troops, 138; Canada instructions, 159; 
Hazen, 192; southern department, 194; 
coins, 294; North Carolina papers, 315; 
counterfeit bills, 321; Eve’s petition, 
325; money, 380, 1776; Hopkins’s case, 
887; South Carolina, 8368; Hessians, 370; 
conference, 391; letters, 421; declara- 
tion of independence, 481; confedera- 
tion, 438; board of war, 488; Canada, 
474, 858; Parsons, 609; J. Trumbull, 
750; Army at New York, 808; Mifflin, 
838.  Reporis, 199n, 441n. Debates, 
1071, 1078, 1081, 1082. Mentioned, 196, 
304, 382n, 888n, 453n, 904. 

Sherman, William, jr., 523. 

Ship joiners, petition, 917. 

Shippen, William, jr., 101, 104, 225, 562, 
612, 818, 857, 940, 989. 

Shippensburg, 437. 

Ships, under construction, 393; from 
France, 895; salute to continental, 909; 
warned, 1025. 

Shipwrights for Lake Champlain, 38, 110, 
508; Rhode Island, 519. 

Shitz, Henry, 169. 

Shizens, Jacob, 828. 

Shoals, John, 28, 114. 

Shoes, 159, 296, 411, 687, 984. 

Shores, Peter, 601. 

Shrewsbury, N. J., 324. 

Shugart, Martin, 826. 

Shuldham, Molineux, admiral, 871. 

Shultz, John, 828. 

Shuttleworth, 

Shylock, Henry, 72. 

Sick, returns of, 965; accommodation, 998, 
1006. 

Siddens, Deborah, 80. 

Signals, paper on, 124. 

Sill, , 519. 

Silver coins, value, 293, 381, 608, 724. 

Simms, Charles, 152, 1002. 


, lieutenant, 642. 
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Simms, John, 759. 

Simon, Peter, 324, 374. 

Simon and Campbell, 652. 

Simons and Henry, 826. 

Simrall, Alexander, 759. 

Sinclair, Patrick, 196. 

Six Nations, 111, 270, 309, 302, 396, 442, 
621, 668, 1011. 

Skene, Philip, 38, 607. 

Skenesborough, 44, 450. 

Skianer, Cortlandt, 41, 42. 

Slater, Thomas, 1040. 

Slaves, importation, 258. 

Slaydon, Elizabeth, 487, 610. 

Sleds, pay, 158. 

Slough, Matthias, 226, 242, 266, 826. 

Smallpox, 564, 617. 

Smallwood, William, brigadier-general, 
571, 898, 1032, 1058. 

Smith, Adam, 825. 

Smith, Alexander Lawson, 932. 

Smith, Andrew, 892. 

Smith, Benjamin, 422. 

Smith, Daniel, 389, 642, 655. 

Smith, Hendrick, 900. 

Smith, James, a delegate from Pennsylva- 
nia. Committees: Elizabeth, 835; car- 
riages, 840; treasury, 878; Keppele, 885; 
reenforcements, 975. Mentioned, 977. 

Smith, John, 1046. 

Smith, Johnston, 290. 

Smith, Jonathan Bayard, 194, 529, 830, 
849, 968. 

Smith, Margaret, 305. 

Smith, Matthew, captain, 473, 487, 860, 
887, 948, 949, 987, 995. 


-; Smith, Meriwether, 928. 


Smith, Richard, a delegate from New Jer- 
sey. Credentials, 161; resigns, 486n. 
Committees: Prisoners, 109, 116; jour- 
nals, 117; New Jersey, 1380; treasury, 
157. Mentioned, 81n, 152, 164n. 

Smith, Robert, 301, 930. 

Smith, Samuel, 759, 948. 

Smith, Simeon, 518. 

Smith, Thomas, 28, 114, 194, 593, 941, 
1010. 
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Smith, Thorowgood, 225. 
Smith, William, 90, 122, 160, 293, 673, 
748, 1036, 1046, 1117. 


Smith, , 364, 
Smith, , lieutenant, 969. 
Smith, , lieutenant (prisoner), 755. 


Smyth, John F. D., 31, 65, 72, 212, 239, 
242, £46, 261, 319, 350, 408. 

Sneeden, Dennis, 118. 

Snickers, Edward, 867, 977. 

Snow, Jonas, 824. 

Societies for improving arts, 224, 1072. 

Soldiers, arrest for debt, 17; provision for 
disabled, 702; sick, 742; effects of dead, 
804; discharged for disability, 836; 
clothing, 855, 896. 

Somerset jail, prisoners, 881. 

Sorel, prizes, 928. 

Sorrel, Isaac, 483. 

South Carolina, credentials of delegates, 
805; delegates continued, 54; defense, 
15, 400, 956; seamen, 59, 64, 67; bat- 
talions, 235, 368, 393, 425, 461, 470, 760; 
powder, 444, 595; delegates’ letter, 463n; 
rangers, 606; Lee, 608, 741; Cherokee 
outbreak, 616; supplies, 952, 989. 

South Sea, claims to, 1076, 1082. 

Spain, assurances to, 816; commissioner 
to, 1054; interests in America, 1057. 

Spalding, Simon, 701. 

Spanborough, Adonijah, 656, 671. 

Spangler, Baltzar, 877. 

Sparhawk, John, 743, 844, 892. 

Sparling, John, 77. 

Spears, 215, 224. 

Specie, exchange for notes, 173, 192, 228; 
for Canada, 73, 113, 191, 155, 156, 229, 
365, 366, 375, 376, 397, 617; in treasury, 
211; Virginia, 262, 310; New England, 
818; on privateers, 432; for secret serv- 
ice, 985. 

Spencer, Elihu, 898. 

Spencer, Joseph, major-general, 641. 

Spies, 401, 442, 616, 693. 

Spotswood, Alexander, lieutenant-colo- 
nel, 132, 334, 649. 

Spring, , captain, 992. 

Sproat, David, 610, 1025. 
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Spur, Joseph, 643. 

Staddleman, Michael, 422, 629. 

Staddieman, William, 271. 

Stadler, John, 241. 

Stahl, George, 877. 

Stainforth, , 62. 

Stalker, Andrew, 910. 

Stanhope, Henry Edwin, 422, 429. 

Stanton, Joshua, 518. 

Stark, John, 809. 

Starke, , 922. 

Startin, Charles, 811, 844. 

State of colonies, 48, 59. 

State governments, 342, 351, 357, 1120; 
rights to lands, 978. 

Staves, exports, 1059. 

Stayner, Roger, 69. 

Steddiford, Garret, 228. 

Steel, Archibald, lieutenant, 860, 887, 899. 

Steel, 177, 224. 

Steinmetz, John, 96, 108. 

Stephen, Adam, brigadier-general, 132, 
733, 734, 917, 929, 957. 

Stephenson, Hugh, colonel, 119, 169, 205, 
226, 334, 378, 486, 529, 540, 741, 745, 
867, 907, 932, 934, 970, 987. 

Stevenson, James, 593, 1020. 

Stevenson, John, 281. 

Stewart, Charles, 223. 

Stewart, John, 478. 

Stewart, Walter, colonel, 403, 438, 966, 
1000. 

Stewart, , captain, 487. 

Steyer, George, 888. 

Stiles, Reuben, 387. 

Stille, Isaac, 273. 

Stille, Rachel, 45, 52, 205, 351. 

Stillman, Samuel, 237, 1119. 

Stirling, James, captain, 729. 

Stirling, William, Earl of, brigadier-gen- 
eral, 181; to seize arms, 18; to arrest 
Skinner, 42; troops for Heard, 47; com- 
mended, 100; exchange, 735. Letters: 
14, 17, 54, 77,95, 99, 104, 106, 115, 188, 
196, 206, 207, 214, 215, 225, 227, 234, 
303, 324, 608, 715, 967. 

Stockbridge Indians, 473, 627. 

Stockings, 333, 983, 984. 
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Stockton, Richard, a delegate from New 
Jersey. Credentials, 489, 1002. Com- 
mittees: Prisoner’s plot, 548; flying 
camp, 562; Hessians, 640; Canada, 741; 
Thistle, 747; New York, 808; northern 
army, 812; blankets, 822; Ticonderoga, 
828; reinforcements, 975. Mentioned, 
738n, 920, 957. 

Stone, Thomas, a delegate from Maryland. 
Credentials, 574, 962. Committees: 433; 
flying camp, 562; hospitals, 571; Miss 
Temple, 699; Canada, 741; Thistle, 747; 
Washington letter, 830; Elizabeth, 835; 
oath, 861; clothing, 865. Debates, 1079, 
1083. Mentioned, 175n, 299n, 470n. 

Stoneburner, Leonard, 469. 

Stopford, , 642. 

Stores, public, 39, 393, 628, 1014, 1026. 

Stout, Harman, 438. 

Streper, John, 892. 

Stretch, Peter, 194. 

Stretch, , oll. 

Stricker, George, 571, 785, 829, 888. 

Stringer, Samuel, 344, 358, 378, 424, 661, 
673. 

Strobach, Martin, 355. 

Stroud, Jacob, colonel, 642. 

Struylys, George, 664. 

Stuart, David, 1046. 

Stuart, Francis, 643. 

Stultz, Charles, 271. 

Stultz, George, 941. 

Sturgent, Zacharias, 877. 

Sturges, Thaddeus, 628. 

Styner and Cist, 996. 

Sullivan, James, 459, 477, 936. 

Sullivan, John, major-general, 641; res- 
ignation, 612, 613; and Lord Howe, 
728, 728, 730, 737, 738, 748, 765; men- 
tioned, 431, 465, 503, 524, 563, 735, 990, 
1028. 

Sumner, Jethro, colonel, 332. 

Sulphur, 171, 502, 879, 

Sunbury, fort, 521. 

Suppression, internal enemies, 915, 934. 

Surgeons, captured, 88; mates, 242, 836; 
regimental, 330, 419; pay, 570. 

Sussex, Del., 528; New Jersey, 276, 282. 
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‘Sutlers, for Canada, 118, 158; officers, 
449; regulation, 794, 935, 937; proposed, 
1039. 

Swan, Matthew, 319. 

Swan, Rowland, 470. 

Swan, , captain, 941, 

Swartz, Christopher Godfried, 590, 826. 

Swearing, penalty for, 789. 

Swift, Elisha, 656, 671. 

Swift, Heman, 701. 

Swift, John White, 828. 

Swift, Joseph, jr., 415. 

Symes, J., lieutenant, 879, 632, 892. 


Talbot, , captain, 334. 

Taliaferro, William, major, 864. 

Tallman, Benjamin, major, 742. 

Tallow, 973. 

Tannehill, Adamson, 540. 

Tannehill, Nieman, 540. 

Taylor, George, a delegate from Pennsyl- 
vania. Credentials, 596. 

Taylor, Henry, 948. 

Taylor, John, 330, 864. 

Taylor, John Noble, 996. 

Taylor, William, lieutenant-colonel, 333. 

Tazewell, Henry, 712. 

Tazewell, John, 168, 301, 712, 923. 

Tea, sale of, 123n, 277; Maryland, 104n; 
Pennsylvania, 133; East India, 258, 259; 
South Carolina, 278; price, 320. 

Telfer, Alexander, 930. 

Temple, Harriot, 699, 713. 

Temple, Robert, 222n, 713. 

Ten Eyck, Barent J., captain, 671. 

Tender for fleet, 60. 

Teney, John, 828. 

Tent cloth, 102, 238, 453, 735, 1059; tenta, 
474, 581, 718, 896. 

Tew, James, major, 742. 

Thacher, John, 722. 

Thackston, James, lieutenant-colonel, 332. 

Thistle, schooner, 631, 647, 702, 741, 747, 
807, 827, 908. 

Thomas, John, major-general, 186,285,420. 

Thomas, John, 387. 

Thomas, Mary, 466. 

Thompson, Amos, 741. 
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Thompson, Benjamin, 604, 629. 

Thompson, E., 178, 920. 

Thompson, Thomas, 422, 489, 861. 

Thompson, William, brigadier- general, 
129, 181, 420, 481n, 633, 942, 977, 1004, 
1012. 

Thompson, William, colonel, 593, 760. 

Thompson, William, lieutenant, 759. 

Thompson, William, 877. 

Thompson, , 155. 

Thomson, Charles, prepare account of 
Quebec, 79, 82; naval committee, 90n; 
pay, 429, 442; mentioned, 126, 181n, 
270n, 382, 418, 419, 426n, 429, 442, 474n, 
507n, 632, 729n, 972n, 987, 1037n, 1051n, 
1054n. 

Thomson, , captain, 992. 

Thornton, Matthew, a delegate from New 
Hampshire. Credentials, 920. Letters, 
1027n, 10397. 

Three Friends, brigantine, 910. 

Thwing, Nathaniel, 601. 

Ticonderoga, 77, 260, 451, 602; return of 
cannon, 84; fortifications, 91; engineer, 
155; lead, 246; road, 376; troops, 522, 
1032, 1038; post to Philadelphia, 732; 
committee, 822, 828; goods, 876; car- 
penters, 937; cannon, 988; letters, 1040. 

Tilghman, Matthew, adelegate from Mary- 
land. Credentials, 574, 962. Committees: 
Indian trade, 182; conference, 391; 
finance, 423. Mentioned, 175n, 749, 947. 

Tilghman, Tench, 108, 118, 194. 

Tilley, Edward, 49. 

Tillinghast, Daniel, 301. 

Tillman, John, 910. 

Tilton, William, 228. 

Timothy, Peter, 54, 305. 

Tod, Alexander, 695, 844. 

Todd, Ann, 222. 

Tokely, William, captain, 561. 

Tolbert, Robert, 819. 

Tomkins, John, 639. 

Tomkins, Samuel, 422. 

Toms run, N. J., 925. 

Tonancour, 935. 

Torrence, Robert, 761. 

Tory, 464, 1117. 

Towers, Robert, 714, 756, 937, 992, 1026. 

Towne, Benjamin, 197, 421. 
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Townsend, John, 28, 114. 

Tracey, Jared, 189. 

Trade, restrictions, 62, 148, 153, 154, 159; 
permits, 93, 108, 120, 124, 130, 172, 176, 
193; committee, 113, 172, 183; Indian, 
97, 182, 200, 219, 318; resolves, 256, 
273; bonds, 258; debate, 1071. 

Traverses, Joseph, 926. 

Traxler, Jeremiah, 168. 

Treason against colonies, 475. 

Treasurers, continental, 634, 635. 

Treasury committee, 156, 243, 460, 836, 
810, 878, 1068; oaths, 940; board, 1038, 
561, 603; regulation, 886; claims and 
accounts, 620; clerks, 170; specie, 211; 
weekly accounts, 917; supply, 874, 917, 
1007, 1008; removal, 1031. 

Treat, Samuel, 292. 

Treaties, Indian, 267, 325, 330, 348, 517, 
595, 621, 668; plan of, 431, 435, 575, 594, 
696, 709, 768, 1124; instructions, 710, 
718, 813, 828; with Great Britain, 815; 
commerce, 884, 1057. 

Trenton, 77, 82, 87, 89, 95, 99, 104, 384; 
prisoners, 52, 213, 220, 422. 

Tricker, Anthony, 287, 

Trickett, William, 242, 544, 610. 

Troxsell, George, 785. 

Trumbull, John, 753. 

Trumbull, Jonathan, governor, 13, 54, 65, 
98, 123, 152, 192, 281, 283, 289, 293, 327, 
409, 424, 444, 445, 447, 473, 485, 506, 541, 
590, 595, 609, 613, 637, 658, 718, 719, 721, 
807, 834, 928, 988, 1012n, 1021, 1052. 

Trumbull, Jonathan, jr., 56, 407, 627, 659, 
724, 880, 889, 916, 928, 974n, 985, 1042, 

Trumbull, Joseph, 303, 365, 384, 385, 459, 
750, 752, 808, 825, 830, 869, 875, 879, 946, 
958, 974, 1040, 1042. 

Trumbull, frigate, 423, 696, 861. 

Tryal, sloop, 108. 

Tryon, David, 764. 

Tryon, William, 273, 316n. 

Tryon county, N. Y., 107, 109. 

Tucker, Benjamin, 417. 

Tucker, Samuel, 81, 1238n, 212, 238, 490, 
503. 

Tuckniss, Robert, 194. 
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Tudor, George, 438. 

Tudor, William, colonel, 645, 670n, 788n. 
Turbutt, Thomas, captain, 655. 
Turks Island, 935. 

Turner, Isaac, 423. 

Turner, Moses, 883. 

Turner, , lieutenant, 758, 
Tuscany, 1054. 

Tuthill, Barnabas, 326. 
Tybout, Andrew, 194. 

Tyler, John, 644, 667, 941. 


Ulster, Conrad, 222. 

Ulster county, N. Y., 42. 

Ummensetter, Jacob, 424. 

“United States,” adopted in commis- 
sions, 747, 

Upper Penns Neck, 338, 

Upright, Peter, 892. 

Upright, Philip, 828, 


Vacancies in Army, 361, 451, 486, 625n, 
644. 

Value of coins, 298, 381, 608, 724. 

Van Banschoten, Elias, 481. 

Van Brunt, Hendrick, 324. 


Van Camp, » 81. 
Vandenburg, Henry, 481. 
Vanderheyden, , captain, 671. 


Vandine, Elizabeth, 426. 

Vandine, Henry, 426. 

Van Heer, Bartholomew, 839, 852, 892, 
918. 

Vanholt, Valentine, 892. 

Vanhorn, Abraham, 294. 

Van Renssalaer, Philip, 110. 


Van Renssalzer, , captain, 158. 
Van Schaick, Goose, colonel, 48, 809, 824. 
Van Swearingen, , captain, 759. 


Van Wageman, Garret, 481. 

Van Wyck, Gilbert, 28, 114. 

Van Zant, Jacobus, 301, 482. 

Varick, Richard, 808, 824. 

Vaughan, Thomas, 649. 

Veisgar, John, 671. 

Veltner, ——-—, major, 829. 

Vermonet, Jean Artur, 480n, 614, 632, 
781, 783. 
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Vernejous, Jean Luis de, 784, 809. 

Vessels, purchase, 201, 529; on continen- 
tal service, 290, 631; British at Boston, 
820, 343; construction, 422, 700; prize, 
453; arms, 645; piratical seizures, 692; 
burning, 1025. 

Vidal, Jean Baptiste de, 572. 

Vienna, commissioner to, 1054. 

Vienne, John, 747. 

Virginia, credentials of delegates, 712, 
922; instructions to delegates, 897; de- 
fenca, 16; field officers, 132; battalions, 
pay, 131, 183, 234, 235, 310, 391, 734; 
arms, 290, 1049; powder, 150, 296, 444; 
surgeons, 330; clothing, 706, 716, 751; 
eighth, 648; ninth, 466; march, 711, 
733, 835, 874, 901, 917; petition, 728; 

. commissions for sixth, 929; brass 
cannon, 147, 943; specie, 262, 310; pris- 
oners, 273; medicines, 348; galleys, 363; 
hospital, 364; lead, 392, 890; rifle bat- 
talion, 452; paymaster, 596; public ac- 
counts, 761, 980; rations, 891, 1083; 
eastern shore, 974; light horse, 980; 
artillery regiment, 981, 988, 9938; money 
to delegates, 999; flour, 1041; troops for 
Washington, 1044; council, 614, 6380, 
648, 920; committee of safety, 444. 

Virginia, 428, 861. 

Visscher, John, major, 190, 471, 671. 

Vogt, Christian, 672. 

Voir, Juet a, 646. 

Volunteers, 979, 1124. 

Vosborough, Jacob, 518, 761. 

Votes of colonies under confederation, 
550, 681, 1079, 1099. 

Vulcan, sloop, 986. 


Wadden, Bernard &, 620, 852. 

Wade, F., 710. 

Wadman, Arthur, 597. 

‘Wagons, 840, 862, 901, 994, 995, 1001, 
1012, 1051. 

Walbridge, Ebenezer, 518. 

Walbroon, - , 76. 

Walker, Charles, 424, 516, 545. 

Walker, John, 107, 521, 530. 
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Walker, Thomas, 233, 238, 261, 922n. 

Wallace, Benjamin, captain, 639, 930. 

Wallpack, N. Y., 276, 282. ; 

Walton, George, a deleguie from Georgia. 
Credentials, 367, 1028; attends, 1025. 


Committees:. Vidal, 572; marine, 628; 


Mease and Caldweli, 673; journals, 710; 
Canada, 741; Lee, 742; Roberts, 882; 
executive, 1082. Debates, 1078. 

Wampum, 265. 

War office, 85, 215, 293; rules of, 302, 636, 
652, 670; board of, 434, 438, 575, 751, 
923, 1068; power under confederation, 
548, 679; clerk, 632; operations of cam- 
paign, 729; correspondence free, 745; 
care for arms, 831; directions to, 835. 

Ward, Artemas, major-general, 300, 459, 
503, 506, 694, 931, 1012. 

Ward, Henry, 354. 

Ward, Nahum, 824. 

Ward, Samuel, a delegate from Rhode Is- 
land. Death, 236; sermon on, 1119. 
Committees: Stirling’s letter, 55; Schuy- 
ler’s letter, 65; war office, 85; Prescott, 
89; allowance to troops, 93; Washing- 
ton’s letter, 94; Keppele and Steinmetz, 
96; New York, 104; naval stores, 115; 
Hazen, 192; ways and means, 200. 
Mentioned, 53, 56, 62, 148, 154, 166, 200. 

Ward, Andrew, colonel, 614. 

Ware, John, 147. 

Warner, Elisha, 861. 

Warner, Seth, colonel, 177, 385, 518, 523, 
749, 751, 754, 761, 875. 

Warren, Gideon, 334. 

Warren, James, 117, 122, 129, 232n, 291, 
296, 315. 

Warren, James, jr., 525. 

Warren, 423, 861, 873. 

Washington, George, to provide for 
Lovell, 33; authorized to draw, 60; 
directions to, 70; general officer for 
Canada, 73; commended, 99; troops 
without arms, 223; medal, 234, 248, 
991; troops for Canada, 236, 302; camp 

’ equipage, 339; visit to Philadelphia, 
359, 385, 389, 391; vacancies in army, 
361, 625n; clerk to secretary, 380; 
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powers, 527, 602; not to damage New 
York, 733; peace commissioners, 737; 
reinforcements, 975; dictatorial powers, 
1027, 1045; treatment of Lee, 1029. Let- 
ters, 23, 32, 53, 54, 77, 90, 94, 99, 102, 105, 
123, 154, 166, 171, 178, 180, 185, 186, 187, 
200, 206, 214, 225, 234, 247, 250, 260, 266, 
276, 282, 291, 295, 297, 298, 301, 307, 311, 
316, 318, 320, 322, 323, 325, 327, 328, 330, 
334, 341, 343, 350, 352, 354, 358, 360, 362, 
369, 374, 375, 391, 393, 411, 427, 428, 440, 
441, 442, 444,446, 459, 465, 468, 473, 477, 
480, 484, 486, 503, 504, 506, 516, 522, 523, 
525, 541, 558, 560, 568, 565, 567, 574, 575, 
595, 601, 608, 609, 613, 614, 615, 621, 625, 
630, 633, 638, 647, 653, 659, 660, 662, 667, 
672, 691, 694, 695, 696, 698, 700, 710, 718, 
723, 731, 733, 738, 747, 755, 760, 779, 787, 
808, 810, 819, 830, 834, 836, 838, 847, 853, 
854, 866, 869, 875, 889, 939, 944, 951, 957, 
963, 975, 979, 993, 997, 998, 999, 1001, 
1004, 1006, 1008, 1009, 1012, 1016, 1023, 
1024, 1028, 1040, 1058. Mentioned, 88, 
91, 117, 238, 283, 345, 359, 383, 399, 470, 
472, 480, 483, 528, 571, 607, 636, 665, 749, 
829, 890, 907, 933, 973, 980, 997. 

Washington, Samuel, 1040. 

Washington, brig, 423, 649, 697, 861, 867. 

Wasp, 41, 293. 

Waterbury, David, colonel, 27, 47, 93n, 

817, 444. 

Waters, Daniel, 835, 870. 

Waters, William, captain, 995. 

Watkins, Joseph, 194. 


Watkins, , captain, 754. 
Watson, Jacob, 114, 120, 124. 
Watson, , captain, 445. 


Wages of shipwrights, 508. 

Way, Nicholas, 953, 1024. 

Wayne, Anthony, colonel, 24, 50n, 108, 
118, 129, 134, 163, 167, 187, 188, 300, 
839, 842, 1040. 

Ways and means committee, 200, 508, 
562, 599. 

Weaver, Adam, 729. 

Weaver, Jacob, 300. 

Weaver, Valentine, 759. 

Webb, E. E., 429. 


Index 


Webb, William, 194, 288, 638. 

Webbers, Peter, 115. 

Webster, Pelatiah, 35, 288, 706, 712, 912. 

Weedon, George, colonel, 132, 649. 

Weeks, George, 28, 114. 

Weibert, Antoine Felix, 477, 480, 656. 

Widman, John, 590, 826. 

Weiser, Benjamin, 526, 825. 

Weissenfels, Frederick, lieutenant-col- 
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Welsh, Richard, 743. 
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West, Wikiam, captain, 421, 749. 
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Weyman, William, 28, 114. 
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Wheelock, John, 787n. 

Wheelwright, John, 601. 
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fenses of New York, 196; marine, 214; 
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qualifications, 214; fortifying ports, 233, 
cannon, 272; coins, 294; Washington 
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Canada, 474; Irwin, 903; navy officers, 
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Whitcomb, Elisha, lieutenant, 876. 
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listed servants, 171. 
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Wilmington, Del., 520. 
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colonies, 146n. Committees: State of 
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White Eyes, 208; letters of marque, 
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aid to enemy, 417; board of war, 438; 
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Treasury, 874; negroes, 874; Keppele, 
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internal enemies, 915; Betsey, 932; en- 
listments, 937; M. Livingston, 959; 
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Wilson, —--—, 697. 
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Index 


Wilson, James Armstrong, captain, 280. 
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Wisner, Henry, a delegate from New York. 
Committees: Cannon, 55; Nelson, 101; 
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Wistar, William, 544n, 933. 
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1107. Committees: Wagons, 840; cloth- 
ing, 865; secret, 867; camp, 973; fast 
day, 1014; prisoners, New Jersey, 1014; 
chaplains, 1034; foreign aid, 1039. 
Debates, 1078, 1079, 1082, 1101, 1103. 
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Withington, Peter, 30n. 
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support of prisoners, 113; prisoners, 
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237; Indian affairs, 319; Lee’s letter, 
368; Hand’s letter, 393; expenses, 419; 
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Wright, James, Sir, 574, 592. 

Wrixon, Elias, 219, 242, 275, 316. 

Wyandots, 269. 

Wyllys, George, 58. 
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Wythe, George, a delegate from Virginia. 
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York letter, 53; Washington letter, 54, 
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937; M. Livingston, 959; northern 
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Yeiser, Frederick, 590, 825. 
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